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Trinity Park, Mt. Tabor.
No property, or more properly properties, on M L Tabor, attract more attention and provoke more comment

than the dwellings we illustrate to-day. We suppose them to have been built under a tripartite agreement, for
they are virtually three in one, the dwellings of Dr. J. W. Cosad. Rev. A. Craig and J. S. Richardson, Esq., of
Jersey City. They are neat, compact, and combined a_s they are form a strikingly handsome appearance.

Their main front is on Trinity Park. We say "main" for in point of fact they have two fronts, the property
running through to Wesley Place, a park enclosed by a neat fence, built more for ornament than protection, fill-
ing the space from building to Avenue on what would naturally be the rear. This park, which is but just laid
out, is traversed by paths laid in blue stone and is destined to he the crowning ornament of the property and of
that portion of the Avenue on which it fronts.

As mav be imagined the dwellings are furnished in most excellent taste, we may say luxuriantly. They are
provided with bath, rooms, lavatories and other modern improvements on both floors, and taken as a whole form
one of the most prominent and pleasing building features of Tabor.
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Friday's Services.
At the morning service Prof. Strong of Drew

Seminary, gave the following discourse ou the
" Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures." We
reproduce it in full:

That the Bible is divinely inspired
i in some sense and to some extent is,
| of course, the belief of all Christendom.
Even if the statement of the Apostle,
that "all Scripture is given by mspira-

I tion of God," be interpreted to signify
only certain portions of Holy Writ and

| varying degrees of supernatural influ-
ence, still the fact of inspiration, be it
more or less, is conceded, and therefore
need not here be pioved. The limita-
tions, however, remain for us to con-
sider. The importance of such a dis-
cussion is obvious, for upon this point
depend the credit and authority due to
the Bible in whatever line it professes
to teach and command. The question
indeed is fundamental, not only to the-
ology in general, but also to many de-

| partments of historical and scientific
research upon which the Book directly
or indirectly touches at various points.
If we hold a vague or dubious position
as to the inspiration of the Scriptures
we will assuredly take doubtful and
untenable ground not only respecting
the central doctrines of Christianity,
such as the Atonement and future ret-
ribution, but we will be equally weak
in defending the outlying stations, such
as prophecy and miracle, and will es-
pecially endanger the allied relations of
philosophic and literary truth. The
modern contest on this subject rallies,
like all the phases of present skepti-
cism, around this problem at the core,
namely, how far and in what way we
ma}r. reconcile as well as distinguish
the divine and the human in the Bible.
That these two elements coexist there,
is evident not only from the current ti-
tle of the Book, '-the Holy Bible," and
its traditionary place in the church and
the world, but from the manifest pecu-
liarities of its contents, such as their
unexampled reach into the otherwise
unknown, yet singular reticence on cu-
rious, romantic and egotistic details,
and especially their marvellous and
ever-growing hold upon humanity at
large: but the compatibility of these
elements still continues a puzzle to the
profound not less than to the shallow
mind, to the believer as well as to the in-
fidel. The difficulty 'of reconcilement
has unfortunately been enhanced by
the extreme views too often entertain-
ed, whether by friend or foe, of super-
stitious verbalism on the one hand and
of free-thinking sentimentalism on the
other. A calm but searching reexami-
nation of the facts in the case, and of
their necessary conditions, both lin-
guistic and psychical.is eminently call-
ed for by the modern crisis of theolog-
ical and literary controversy; and we
may hope, even in the brief compass of
the" present paper, to contribute some-
thing towards the settlement of this
deep-rooted and ever-recurring ques-
tion. The Bible was written by men ;
how, then, can it be the word of God ?
Three theories or positions have in sub-
stance been advanced and maintained
on the subject, which it will be our aim
fairly to state and freely to criticize.

The oldest and perhaps still the most
widely prevalent opinion is what is
most fittingly designated as the me-
chanical view of inspiration, namely,
that the Holy Spirit dictated to the sa-
cred writers the identical words which

they have penned. Thus some of the
early Christian lathers, especially Jus-
tin Martyr, following the Jewish lead
of Josephus, Philo and others, repre-
sent the prophets, apostles and evan-
gelists as the "organs" of the divine
power, and they use various figures to
this effect, such as a musical instru-
ment, the harp, etc. Certain modern
authors, particularly, Gaussen, are
fond of calling the Biblical writers the
a??2amee>ises of God. It is claimed that
the Scriptures themselves favor this
view in their phraseology on
the subject, e.g. that "men speak as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost,"
that "the word of the Lord came unto"
them, etc. But a more careful inspec-
tion of the language of these sacred
and ecclesiastical authorities renders it
more than doubtful if they really in-
tended to set foith the view in
question ; for they elsewhere so qualify
their terms and employ such dissimi-
lar phrases and statements as to dis-
prove any idea of mere passivity, much
less unconscious possession of the mu-
rian faculties by diverse influences.
The first Christian council that ever
pronounced on this topic expressly
condemned the idea of any phrenzy on
the part of the sacred writers as a
heathenish tenet, and the most violent
advocates of the mechanical theory
continual!}7 declaim upon the entire
self-possession of the subjects of inspi-
ration and the normal exercise of all
their idiosyncracies. The inconsisten-
cy of these two positions is indeed ap-
parent at a glance, for if the exact lan-
guage and the precise form of the

was a divine or providential superin-
tendence over the sacred writers, pre-
serving them from all serious inaccu-
racy ; but this is a very different thing
from an absolute and explicit prescrip-
tion of the identical phraseology, so
that no variation or spontanietv should
be possible. That this letter was not
true in point of fact is evident, not only
from the native peculiarities of style
exhibited by each individual, as above
noticed, but still more conclusively
from the imperfections which lie upon
the surface of man}' expressions em-
ployed, and which become still more
striking- when the language is critics!!}'
examined. There are solecisms in
grammar, blemishes in rhetoric, and
faults in logic, which we cannot attri-
bute to the Holy Spirit; they are ob-
viously defects arising from the imper-
fect channel of communication." In
short, they are plainly features of
human composition, and disclose the
origin of the phraseology in which they
are imbedded. The same conclusion
results from a comparison of the doc-
trines and even of the historical state-
ments of tl>e various sacred writers: for
instance if Paul and James on the sub-
ject of justification, whether it be faith
or by works, in which they only seem
to disagree ; or the several Gospel nar-
ratives, whether apparent discrepancies
occur ; or even of the two versions of
the decalogue itself, which we do not
exactly tally in their verbiage : al! such
variations must be ascribed to the free
play of the human faculties acting under
their natural and circumstantial im-
pulses and associations, and they are
utterly inconsistent with the theory of
direct and minute verbal inspiration.
The sacred writers themselves claim no
such immediate and explicit dictation
of their words. Whatever may have
been the case in a few special commu-
nications which the prophets and the
apostles orally made, the books as. we
now have them, were certainly com-
posed in private by their authors in the
ordinary way of human literature,
saving, of course the general divine
guidance which they everywhere as-
sume. Neither Moses in his autograph
of the law, nor David in his titles to the
Psalms: neither Isaiah in his poetical
flights, nor Ezra in his editorial labors ;
neither Luke in his prefaces, nor John
in his Apocalypse, neither evangelist
in his record, nor apostle in his letter,
gives the slightest countenance to the
idea that the particular words which
they wrote were prescribed to them by
special divine suggestion.

At this point it is essential that we
draw two distinctions, which, impor-
tant and obvious as they are, have often
been strangely overlooked in this dis-
cussion. The first is the difference
between revelation and inspiration, i. e.
between the communication of un-
known and otherwise undiscoverable
truth to the sacred writers, and the dis-
closure of that truth to others. Not
all which the Bible contains is re-
vealed; much of its information was
known to the writers by the ordinary
means of experience, observation and
reflection , and the natural faculties
of memory, judgment and imagina-
tion were sufficient to bring it to
mind when needed. But the Bible is
all inspired, even those passages which
relate to the most common affairs.
What Moses rehearses concerning his

criptures were directly and impera-j own life and labors is as truly inspired
tively prescribed by the Spirit of. God, j as what he discloses concerning the
it is difficult or rather impossible to see creation of the world, although the
what room is left for the personal style
of the individual men. The latter have
no more choice than the copyist in

knowledge was derived by him from
very different sources ; and what the
apostles record of their Master's life

transcribing or the short-hand" note-] and sayings is just as much inspired as
taker in reporting. Hence the vitious- ; their epistles for the guidance of the
ness of the comparison so frequently j church. The Revelator saw all the
made of the sacred writers to scribes
inditing a communication made through
them, tor these have no freedom nor
discretion allowed them, nor pla}' of
thought or fancy or habit; and the in-
troduction of their own peculiarities
would be an unheard of impertinence.
The Bible does not so represent inspi-
ration, for in their loftier flights "the
spirits of the prophets, are sub-
ject to the prophets," and even in
the extraordinary cases at Corinth Paul
insists upon full self-control and entire
naturalness in the utterance of the Di-

visions equal!}7, but some of them he
was forbidden to divulge ; and Pharoah
had revelations in dreams which only
Joseph could interpret, and which nei-
ther of them was inspired to write. The
second distinction therefore which we
must bear in mind is the difference be-
tweenthe original afflatus which enabled
the prophets and the apostles to utter
their teachings orally, and the later in-
fluence which qualified them to write
down what they have left on record. We
aretreating of the inspiraton of the Bible
as a book, and not of the men, whether

vine communications, especially as to the same or others, who spoke or did
phraseology. what is therein recited. Some of the

A common name for the mechanical! latter possessed the gift of prophecy
theory is verbal inspiration, a phrase ' a n d super-natural insight, and otners

did not; some of the things related re-
quired preternatural information, and
others did not ; but all equally needed
divine guidance as to what and where
and how the -writing should be. For
example, Paul was just as much inspired

which, while perhaps it accurately char-
acterizes the view in question, at the
same time exposes its untenableness.
In the strict sense words are incapable
of inspiration ; it is only the person
who utters them that can properly be
said to be inspired. Words are merely
signs of ideas, conventionally employed
for inter-communication, and consist of
visible or audible symbols, such as
vibrations of the air, inflections ofvoice,
marks written or printed on paper, etc.
In anv of these, therefore, inspiration
is out of the question. All that can be
meant by verbal inspiration " is that the
writers or speakers were inspired to
use the exact words which they have
employed. In a qualified sense every

to tell Timothy
from Troas, as

to send on his cloak
in any of his direc-

tions for the government of the church
under his care ; but the previous spirit-
ual authority requisite for the latter was
not needed for the former, Paul him-
self explicitly refers to this difference
between what he enjoins as of divine
appointment, and what he advises as of
his own judgment; yet in both he was
equally directed by a divine impulse as
to whether he should or should not say

one will admit this, namely, that there ' ; t . a nd as to the manner of his saying
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with averring that the Bible is the only I tain their sabsianuul accnj-ncy on the matter
and sufficient rule of faith and practice, j which thpy have actually declared, without
without holding it up as a paragon of! nuderlakina to prove that they weie plena-
rhetorical or linguistic faithlessness. I ril-T aspired in anything. They wrote what
Beautiful and forceful as it usually is, i tUe-v we,rr

tj a i r e c t e , d l 0 , w ^ I e »Qd "othiog
,, . - » i i -i 1 j more. They needed and tUf-v tooS uoiat-often exquisitely- so yet it was not de- ; [ u e r l l b e r [ \htlD t 0 e x e r c l ,e - b e a . d ! v d l , .

signed as a text book or model of style I Cl.elioo ns , 0 t h e m a u n e r a n d i ,usaaSe 01
or language. It has a for higher aim j their commanicalious 1a tue diviue
and a wider plan as a guide of human j Inspir,
belief and conduct. We can therefore
afford to overlook these microscopic
blemishes, which after ail serve to bring
it closer to our human sympathies and
to " ' " ' ' M

There is still enough left of the divine
in its guise and fashioning to distin-
guish it from every other book on

ition, beyond the subject matier se-
lecied aud the geuer-.l form ot its preseum-
tiou wooid-have beeu as snpeiflions as iu
consruent. God never does ior a m.iu wbal
be can do for bimseK ; heeertuinly i-orks uo

deVelop our" faith 'anif d i l igen t I g^tuitoos miracles, nor "bestows any plent-

o r t b o d o x y . t u e s o l l u U es t theologians have
uever thus exposed themselves, aud tbe best

sntiect.

earth, and to excite our warmest admir- j divines have wisely abstained irom the use ol
ation even as a literary production. | superlative or extravagant language on this

In the second place, if the inspira-
tion of the Bible consists in the pre-
scription of the precise words in which
they are couched, no translation can
with any propriety be said to be in- -
spired: and as comparatively few can j locb Tlow estimaie ot the "iinue influence

tbe

•e'u'eu'sTo'-i ' dynamic theory of losptnuon, and it consists
I 10 maintaining that vvhile tbe subs'aiic? of

is ol divine presenp'iou. auJ
iheretoro of piramouut iiiithority, its partic
ular lorm and verbiage are ot humia origin,
aud eonseq'ieutly subject to tbeordinary im-
perfections oi e.irihiy productions. 1Q gen-
eral terms, we may say tUat tbe meaning is
inspired a.;d ihe langn ige spontaneous.:
This view rilone meets the facis in the i
case, Ei'jd binnomzes the ntbtsr.vsi in- !
conipiiiale eUments. It is moreover iu •
keeping wiih all tbe other spiritual experi- |
enets of the EOiil wbich are uuitormly in the !
line ot normil activity, bo.vever supeiuatiir- \
ally induced; tbe power is oi Gcil, bui I
the fuuetions or operatioas are those',
ot man. In re^eueMtion, for example, '
tbe emotioui are consciously ncd character- |
i:ticilly human, yei they are the effect ot a j
bidden divine influence; aud in sacctincaliou
likewise the habits are persom.l tra-ts and

-YEW
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exeriious, while ths-v are at the same time 1 he
result ihrouabout of heavenly gnce . The

I wbole Gospel scbeme is a sysient ot divine

Diametrically opposed to Ihe mecj-inical | ^ . n d _ b"m.' l 'u,.eo;o,^er;: t.1°«."'. ^ . } ^ S . ^ e f l \

SURES

theory of inspiration is what may appropri- |
ately be called the rationalistic vie*, which \
Lot only denies that the words of Scripture

r sense inspired, but makes
p p y

read the original languages, it neces- present with the sacred writers as to admit ] o t l _ e

prevails uo less to tue external thin in !
the ioteroat sphere of salvation; it eminently '
distinguishes the lifble from alt otber books,
whether profane or processed!}1 sicred. Iis
inspiration is neither the uucouscions raving

sarily ceases to be the word of God to j t u a t they may have fallen iuto actual error in
the mass of mankind. This would be ] what they have written. The advocates of.
a very grievous misfortune. It is idle | this theory range all ihe way Irom the can-
to say that the meaning- is retained and j lions and comparaiise^y evangelical scboo1,
transferred; not a single -word is the I w u ° restrict the possibility of error iu Holy
same. At this point all the advocates j W r j t t o w b d t t u e ? l e r m impomnt or im-
of verbal inspiration are guilty of a ter- ! malf^] V»]m?: s n c Q « scientific or recuhr
giversation and equivocation unworthy | TSfoStafSSSSfiSSX^ZZi
of tbe holy book. They silently shift ; U n w n l 0 ( b e b r o a d o ] a s s o t Jree.tbiuuers, who
their position to an asseveration ot the j m , l i D t i l ] 0 | u a t l b e scriptural writers were
identity of thought and idea,̂  but the j lmble lo mistake in cverythiug. th it m short

oracle, nor the spontaneous j

language is certainly and wholly
changed so as to be utterly undistin-
guishable to the vast majority of read-
ers. The Mohammedans may consis-
tently refuse to have the Koran in any
but the Arabic original, for they main-

rapture ot poetic genius, bill a cum entbn-
siasm, which iuielligently utters the mind ot
tue spirit. God supplies whatever is esseu- ;
lial to m ikiug kuowu his will ia a way con-
sistent .vitb u s deliberue pnrposp, bat he
does not override nor supersede tue usual !
nietnods of eicii ues^enger's expression.
Had he seen fit, he might have c xnimssioued .
an anfrel to deliver his trnth directly Irom j
the skies, as be did on Sioai; cr he might j
nave written i', as he did tbe Decalogue, j
«itU hisovvn finger ou inblets oi t'O inuiug
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iheyVere on a plane litifeTt'an'y'higher"tha"n ! ™!1.!nll;. b '" . .bL l j nLp r e*e l ' r e c l l°.e.mru.st.'^e i
the meulal or spiritual exalt itton of auy good
aud euligbteued man uow-a-iays, especially
in h:s Nvored moments of sacred cointnu-
nings ; in a word they fluctuate between tbe
t b i c> latitndinarianism of sueb

tain its verbal inspiration and point to - f . ^ ^ S S i t f o ^ o o ^ h ^
its phraseology as the one miracle of
its author ; but it is frivolous and sui-
cidal in these days .of Bible Societies,
of missionary activity and of revision
labors to set up any such preposterous
plea for the text of Scripture. Nay
more, we cannot be sure that we have
the ipsissima -verba of the Hebrew,
Chaldee or Greek original in any ex-
tant manuscript or edition ; the my-
riads of various readings, while indeed
they do not—all put together—affect
in the slightest degree the truth of any
doctrine, nor essentially vary the pur-
port of any important passage, do nev-
ertheless wholly invalidate in thou-
sands of cases

as Ewald, Colense and Robertson Smith.
The Broad-chnrch party in Great Britaiu,
and tbe JJesv England wing in America .ire
thoroughly tainted with Ibis laxity of opinion

treasure 10 eariheu vessels, iu orcser tb:it
ibeeud ihe excellency might be the more ,
evidently ol God. Probably the sacred wri-;
ters themselves could bave given nu more in- j
telligible account of tbeir own inspiration I
tuau ibis, that ibey were actuated and guided j
m general in their writing by a divine im- I
pnlse, but expressed themselves freely in j
their usual style. More than this woald I
have degraded them to automata, and would j
have robbed them ot Vat sympathy ot their

on lhe sobj:-ct of inspiration, and it'is the iellow-men as readers. Tbe beautiful play ]
1 _i ,7 , ijght a D j human shade would have |core of ibeir canker, which, as we have in-
j
j n l
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limited, diffuses ns pyaemia through their I b e e b '"utiud iu lbe picture of truih, the]
whole theological system. Its symptoms are ™«e>y and delicacy ot natural taste a id .

- - •• • . . 1 tpujperameut would have been marred, aud '
a constraint thrown uver the Book, leavingit |

as varying and insidious as those ot m-iltria,
but tbe infection everywhtre snows itself iu
an unloosening of the hold of the Bible apou
the eonvictious and reverence of its p itieuts.
The Word ot God becomes practically the
mere word ot man, and is treated in a like
cavalier manner. Its so-called blunders, itn-
perfeclions and discrepancies ace magnified
and paraded in contrast with the precision of

rpriqintv nf t hf»! modern scieuee and literature; and where-
I e v e r the iwo seem to c into coflict the

stiff and repulsive. J3ven its blemishes con- j H s
tribute 10 its usefulness by trying the pa-
tience, eliciting the diligence and testing ihe
candor ot its readers. While the word is
sufficiently pi-iiu that no oue need err there-
in, it is not so clear tbst none can blunder.
God's great desigu is to cultivate oar faith,
and he writes no lesson so as to render this
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identical words. If the autographs had i "!f, I n^ l w o s e e m t 0 e o m e i m ?I . . . , . 1 j - I • j Bible of coarse is wrong and mast givebeen written and not merely dictated ffay b e f o M , h e S Q p e r i o r ^ h , a Q d l n J ^ 0 ,
by God himself, it would have been a arctKologica). philosophic or aeslhetic dis-
aiseless task, without a miraculous tran- Cov;-ry. It is on'y the old story in another

the two seem to eome into conflict, the | superfluous. We must ever take heed how
we read, as well as what we read. For this
reason He has chosen human channels of
communicition, with all tbeir peculiarities,
delects jnd hab:!i ies; ana he has only con-
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