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ABSTRACT

RECONSTRUCTING YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY THROUGH AN
EXPERIENCE-CENTERED EPIC MODEL:
A CASE STUDY OF HANAVISION CHURCH YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY AND

TEST OF FAITH DISCIPLESHIP

Ji-Young Kim

Hanavision Church, Incheon, Korea

This study examines the theological and pastoral challenges of young adult
ministry in the context of the MZ generation in contemporary Korean society. Often
described as hyper-rational, hyper-individualistic, and hyper-autonomous, this generation
is not interpreted as resistant to faith but as responding adaptively to social instability.
This dissertation reinterprets these characteristics as new conditions for faith formation
rather than obstacles.

The research analyzes structural changes in Korean society and the limitations of
existing young adult ministry approaches. It engages Leonard Sweet’s EPIC theory,
which emphasizes experiential, participatory, image-driven, and connected expressions of
faith in the postmodern church. EPIC challenges faith models centered on explanation

and transmission, highlighting instead embodied and lived belief.



The core of this study is a case analysis of Hanavision Church and its Test of
Faith (ToF) discipleship process. The findings demonstrate that faith among young adults
is formed primarily through lived encounters with God within personal struggles rather
than through program participation alone. These experiences expand into participation,
shared narratives, and communal connection.

Based on this analysis, the study proposes an “Experience-centered EPIC
Pyramid Model,” positioning experience as the starting point of faith formation,
supported by participation, narrative, and connection. This model reframes young adult
ministry not as a strategy tailored to generational preferences but as a theological
structure enabling faith to grow in lived reality.

In conclusion, the crisis of young adult ministry cannot be resolved through new
programs alone but requires renewed commitment to faith formation. The experience-
centered EPIC model offers a meaningful theological and pastoral direction for both

young adult ministry and the future church.
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XISt A2 okgol AUk FHMoRE, olFH U WEc Yt 7
== ofok skx| W27 olFH Us WEchks ARl F o UFS Mok

8hx] Qpemishe oAl ghc),

vl ‘U2e] AIY oo oo} FE2 FAYYn)?

Al8o| 4¢lo] 92 WYUUch o chsf ofFl ci-gsliol Tt T 4+ ¢
o Zlet &xIgk Yo| 4x] 2FH ¢U=l= H F Yuich ofHsjiol Emia.
AL Wb o3k Hol ohjel Fuml F3hn] Lobilol & HYuch AP
sjLbdel gko|unte.

AN el Atte] Fc|eod ves “BE Ho| %Mo 5lof Yct's Y
< Folgch A Algo| AT Wolxm, I AEL sl FEnl 2xlsi= U
ol Mg zide] Y AUt FHZ 28| xSt Yot sz AIFS &
Uch FEnlA ARIE BUAl= Holz. AlY 7h2d Fdnl o kx| ¥
guich oimm|  AlY Yol FHE o exlsk= AF Eoled FEuc

of FRol= Fm 3L ddich Il o]y Exe| FEkuch
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