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ABSTRACT

WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP THROUGH EPIC

: ASTUDY OF EAST AND CENTRAL AFRICAN WOMEN CHRISTIANS

Eun Rye Kim

Love World, Kampala,, Uganda, East-Central Africa

Education is essential for achieving freedom, peace, and social justice. Women’s
education is a key tool for empowerment, overcoming barriers, and reducing poverty,
oppression, and discrimination in East and Central Africa. It plays a crucial role in
establishing gender equality and improving women’s social status. Women in these
regions face economic disadvantages and societal prejudices, limiting their leadership
opportunities.

This study aims to highlight the potential of East/Central African women,
enabling them to lead in society. Women’s leadership, currently explored through
women’s ministry, helps them tackle challenges and expand their roles. Based on the
EPIC theory, this research examines leadership formation through experience,
participation, and imagination, connecting family, local, school, church, and social
communities. It also fosters solidarity with women globally.

The study focuses on female pastors, educators, tribal women, and young leaders

like Maasai, Pygmy women, and MZ generation students. Leadership training includes



theological education, spiritual practices, and community engagement, particularly
through the 2024 conference. Interest in spirituality and education is growing, and
ongoing evaluation is needed. This study seeks to create spiritual ripple effects, fostering
women’s empowerment and advancing the ‘Ecclesia Movement.” Future efforts will

focus on continuous leadership training and development.
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NARAE GLOBAL SCHOOLS

m Vision Statement
To be a globally recognized Christian institution that transforms lives, equips
individuals with divine purpose, and nurtures holistic excellence through faith, wisdom,

innovation, cutting-edge technology, and a vibrant co-curricular culture.

m Mission Statement
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Narae Global Schools exists to:Empower students to live God-ordained lives
through a Christ-centered and future-focused education.

Cultivate wisdom, knowledge, and cutting-edge skills to inspire transformational
leadership in every sphere of influence.

Provide a nurturing and technologically advanced environment enriched with
extra-curricular opportunities where purpose is discovered, and excellence becomes a

lifestyle.

m Core Values

1. Faith and Integrity: Upholding Christian principles as the foundation of all actions
and decisions.

2. Excellence: Striving for the highest standards in academics, character, innovation,
and personal growth.

3. Wisdom: Emphasizing spiritual, intellectual, and practical growth.

4. Compassion: Promoting love, kindness, and service to others.

5. Purpose-Driven Living: Guiding individuals to align their lives with God’s unique
calling for them.

6. Innovation and Growth: Encouraging creativity, adaptability, and lifelong
learning.

7. Technology Integration: Embracing and leveraging modern technology to prepare
students for a rapidly evolving global landscape.

8. Holistic Development: Promoting a well-rounded education that integrates

academics, faith, and extra-curricular activities for physical, emotional, and social
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growth.

m Critical Factors for Achievement

1. Christ-Centered Curriculum : Developing a comprehensive educational
framework rooted in biblical values and principles.

2. Holistic Development t: Integrating spiritual, intellectual, emotional, physical, and
technological growth, complemented by dynamic extra-curricular programs.

3. Qualified and Passionate Educators : Hiring dedicated, faith-driven teachers who
inspire and lead by example while supporting students’ talents beyond academics.

4. Global Perspective : Fostering cross-cultural understanding, global competence,
and leadership skills.

5. Advanced Technology : Providing students with access to state-of-the-art tools,
digital platforms, and technological resources to thrive in a tech-driven world.

6. Comprehensive Extra-Curricular Activities : Offering diverse programs in arts,
sports, music, leadership, and community service to nurture creativity, teamwork, and
physical well-being.

7. Future-Ready Education : Designing programs that accommodate and adapt to
rapid technological changes while fostering innovation and problem-solving skills.

8. Community Engagement : Building partnerships with families, churches, and
communities to create a supportive ecosystem for students.

9. Continuous Improvement : Regularly evaluating and refining strategies to ensure

sustainable growth and relevance.
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m Objectives

1. To nurture a Christ-centered environment where students can encounter God and
grow in their faith.

2. To deliver high-quality education that balances academic excellence, spiritual
growth, technological fluency, and extra-curricular enrichment.

3. To identify and develop each student’s unique God-given gifts and talents for
personal and societal impact.

4. To inspire servant leadership and a commitment to positively transforming
communities.

5. To equip students with modern skills, digital literacy, and knowledge to address
global challenges and opportunities.

6. To foster a culture of innovation, critical thinking, and collaboration among
students and staff.

7. To provide mentorship and guidance for individuals seeking purpose and direction
in life.

8. To offer diverse extra-curricular programs that build leadership skills, enhance
creativity, encourage teamwork, and promote physical well-being.

9. To create technologically enhanced learning and recreational spaces that promote

adaptability to rapid world advancements.

m Extra-Curricular Activities Focus

1. Sports and Athletics: Programs to enhance physical fitness, teamwork, and
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discipline, including competitive sports leagues.

2. Performing and Visual Arts: Opportunities in music, dance, drama, painting, and
other creative outlets to nurture artistic talents.

3. STEM Clubs: Technology and innovation-focused clubs where students can build
robotics, code, or explore science experiments.

4. Community Service: Volunteering and outreach programs that instill compassion
and a heart for service.

5. Leadership Development: Activities such as student councils, debates, and public
speaking to groom future leaders.

6. Outdoor Learning: Camps, excursions, and nature programs to build resilience,

teamwork, and a connection with God’s creation.
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Debora Testimonial

Ms. Debora Eric Mukwenda with Her Excellence President Samia Suluhu
Hassan of the United Republic of Tanzania in June 2024 During the President’s Official
Visit and the Korea Africa Summit.

My name is Debora Eric Mukwenda and I was born in Tanzania, East Africa. As
the firstborn female from Tanzania, it is a privilege for me to have been born to parents
who accept, appreciate and love me, since the both of them opened opportunities for me,
irrespective of the fact that [ am a girl which has, in turn, shaped and will shape the
woman that I am and the woman that I will be in this World. As I have been growing, I
have been influenced and assisted by many important people in my life both men and
women, where my father played an influential role and support — edging out whilst my
mother was a strong supporter and a role model to me as a woman of God. In the year
2009, I got the chance to go to South Korea and study and where I had to take an
initiative and be a responsible woman and through different roles and experiences, I am
growing towards the woman that God wants me to be. From the year 2013, I got the
chance to head short missions’ teams of students from Beaksok University to Tanzania —
which had huge impact on the lives of children in Tanzania, especially in terms of

education and spiritual development.
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A photo of short mission educational team from Beakseok University.

Also, in 2024 August I had a privilege to be part of educational leadership
Conference which was done in East Africa Tanzania & Uganda which I was a coordinator
for Tanzania and the educational leadership forum was focused on women from different
communities on how to raise children and find happiness and boost their personal self-
esteem in God.

Photo courtesy during the leadership and Educational Conference in Tanzania
I have also been involved in community leadership as the General Secretary of TANROK
(Tanzanian Residents in the Republic of Korea) 2016/2017 this gave me a great
opportunity to serve my community and also, I learned a lot of skills. As a woman I also
faced challenges at that time I was in my early 20's Also there are several stereotypes the
society has set for woman which sometimes become standing block.

I have been also being a voice to bring hope to less fortunate groups like the
Maasai with water well projects which have been supporting women in Maasai
communities who face a lot of hardship due to lack of water which is a basic necessity in

some of the rural areas in Tanzania.
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At the moment am working at the Embassy of the United republic of Tanzania,
Seoul. As a Tanzanian overseas, I am using my experiences to promote my culture and
the wealth of Tanzania, sharing with the world all that my country has to offer also being
a bridge between the two countries at the same time I am gaining experiences and
lessons.

My plan is to continue to serve my Country, be a bridge between Tanzania and
Korea. I am also dreaming to pursue a PHD in Education here in South Korea. I believe
with the knowledge I will gain I will be able to gain great lessons of how Education
transformed Korea and what steps Korea took towards transforming its education systems
to be where it is today. I have a vision for the next Generation in Tanzania and Africa at
large. Africa being the Young Continent with a large number of its people being Children
and teenagers. I believe this age group needs to be equipped we through Education and
well cultivated to be the citizens of the world and well-groomed citizens of their nation. I
am passionate about education, particularly in the Administrational and policies related to
education. I wish to be a person of influence in the sector of Education It will be
beneficial for Tanzania to gain insights from other countries, fostering these relationships
through bilateral relations. I owe my success to both my home country and the country
where I received my Education. In conclusion, my journey as a female leader has just
begun in whatever I do am open to learn from remarkable women and leaders who have
influenced my path. I have a strong foundation built on Faith in God, resilience and
ambition, I am dedicated to using my unique God given talents, strengths to make a
significant impact in the world has a I am dedicated to using my unique God given

talents, strengths to make a significant impact in the world has a global citizen. My vision
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is to elevate Tanzania especially woman and Children and also bridging Tanzania and its

people to the world.
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VISION AS A FEMALE LEADER

Name: Buko

Major: Counseling Psyclology - H University

As a woman, | am fortunate to possess unique strengths and abilities. I am
committed to leveraging these qualities to make a meaningful impact on the world, with a
particular focus on my country. My journey began with the guidance of my aunt, who
raised me, and continued with my Korean mother and teacher, who supported me during
my stay in Korea. As a woman of African descent, navigating life in Korea was
challenging, but with the support of resilient and ambitious women, I found my purpose.

Through my Korean mother/guardian, I connected with teachers who became my
mentors and eventually close allies. These connections have shaped my vision and
resilience, contributing to my current strength and knowledge. I received my education in
South Korea, where I built a network of friends and professional contacts.

As a Tanzanian, [ aim to use my experiences to promote my culture and the
wealth of Tanzania, sharing with the world all that my country has to offer. My plan is to
become the Ambassador of Tanzania, using this platform to elevate my country and apply
the training and experience I gained in South Korea. I am passionate about education,
particularly early childhood, and daycare education. It will be beneficial for Tanzania to
gain insights from other countries, fostering these relationships through bilateral
relations. I owe my success to both my home country and the country where I received

my training.
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In conclusion, my journey as a female leader has been shaped by the guidance
and support of remarkable women who have influenced my path. With a strong
foundation built on resilience and ambition, I am dedicated to using my unique strengths
to make a significant impact on my country and the world. My vision is to elevate
Tanzania by promoting its culture and wealth, leveraging the education and experiences I
gained in South Korea. As an aspiring Ambassador, | am passionate about fostering
bilateral relations and enhancing early childhood education. I am committed to honoring
the legacy of those who have supported me and to contributing to the success of both

Tanzania and the global community.
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Vision Statement

It is more than an honor to write about the need and impact that an increase in
women leadership can bring into developing countries in general and Burundi in

particular, where I am from.

I was born during a period of war. In the darn of 1990s, a civil war started in my
country that lasted more than a decade. Along the years they have been plans and
strategies of how to restore peace and stability in the country. New political parties, new

economic strategies, negotiations after negotiations for a stable country.

From a cultural background. Women are usually excluded in leadership or
conflict resolution roles. However, after a decade of war and conflict, the most affected
are the most vulnerable: the women and children. Not because of the incapabilities but
because of the roles that they are allocated and the resources (education, financial

wellness, mentorship, professional networks) that they are not given.

Thanks to many works done including this thesis by Mrs. Missionary Esther to
help raise awareness of the need of an increase in women leadership from small
communities  to the country level, more women will be emancipated and included in
leadership roles. My personal vision is to work in the education area. For I firmly believe

leadership is not inherited but it can be learned and taught.

I am currently working alongside my husband in a ministry called “Hope
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voice™%. Where our focus is on young people. Empowering young men and women that

there is more to achieve and to contribute to this current generation.
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The Church Year

Following the cycles of the church year, with its seasons and festivals, are an important
way of nurturing our faith.
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he autward reason for Exodus was
Covenant between God and the Israel
tions. Leviticus is a textbook for holy citizens in @ Kingdon
offerings. ‘Numbers is the story of the Manna Generation who
Moses. Deuteronomy is e, story of the Manna Generation's gradua
f the founding of a Kingdom of Priests in,Canaan with the 48 towns for th
ory of the 350 years under the Judges' rule when the first-step and 56CONC

‘i
Egyﬂtaitermeﬁrstpas‘.sover T
for Exodus was to form @

as recorded in, Leviticus) came upon Israel. Ruth is the sucoess stoe

d pl
sts in ﬂfémidﬁ of the Judges fuler st
od of . Sudgec throligh the birth of the Mtzpah Generation that lgmtes the ﬂa{'v i,

ecomes the first king of Israel, and the clashsbetween Saul and Sami:el vias ¢
prop! Vet and akKing. A shepherd ‘musician and glant-slayer named David is anomt,
e king, and he shows true loyalty to a Kingdom of Priests by preparing for
el em temple for which he is given the title ‘God’s servant’. Prayers ‘and psalms. by Dav
ed gmway to heaven, as well as the stow of Job of whom God boasted for h|s unyreldmg

Hosea cry out for the people to retum to God while Jonah sh
owcases God S5 heart towar
thlee-day miracle. North Israel is destroyed by Assynas army in 8th century B (© despldtg

cindl

Ue
ual ﬂ)eofslil: e;ﬁsar: pz:‘ I;;d;f t:m?;c;w Dunng this tlme, Jeremlah prophwes the U'l‘nd-
] unfold in Babylon for 70 years (as r ]
: recorded in Leviticus
), lfespa:d o; zlpire)f;:s well as prophesying a New Covenant written “on the heart”
ves from Babylon, God gn‘ts !&!l Chromcles as mothtation to




X Km
] resnredioﬁ appearame, Jesus pp
for all nations ’Ifaul accompanies Barnabas
‘Minor. Two ars | later, the Jemsalem Council 1
urch. The Counc riles that the only way to salvation is
d as a Iwang brother to the standard of Barnabas during this meetir F'

sécond,and third mlss:onarv jfoumeys and sends letters to chur
whch are meant for pubﬁc hearings, not private readings. Towards th
the WOrd by traveling across Rome to Spaif, ap

‘the JerUsalem church of this p
is qrnered by his- own people
| , oommahdeﬂ restuec Paul and st:ateglzes o held-.ane;her Sanhedrin trial to help Pat
~ final persuasion. When the Sanhedrin Assembly’s threats reach: dangerous heights, Paul ostensibly.
\ confesses < his belief in resurrection, which sphts the Sadducees andthe Pharisees and makes his
Palll i sent'to Caesarea under the pmtectlon of the Reman Co

trial by the 'new Governor,Fesl;u nd ends up using hss Rorar ¢
ntto. Rpme as a prisoner o

i subsequently held under
/ the Sanhedrin Assembly become: unbearabbe, to
gmp'emr While waiting for the emperors trlat for two yeard under- house arrest in |

s of God's Kingdom and writes Ephesians, Coloss«ané, p

N le, 'he embarks on yet another mtsswnary 10umey;

4, a great fire sweeps over Rome. About 200 Chnsttan leaders and ﬁrst-generétlon eva
g the fire and are brutally massacred. Paul also realizes that his time is near a ites:

testament to Timothy. At the same time, first-generation evwangelnsu write to cond

R11 Peter, and Jude before their untimely deaths. The' ketters are written to spu

1t the righteous fight under the Roman empire’s persecut:on of Christians
the earth in the face of martyrdom. St Johin outlives all the other first-ger
and looks after second-generation evangelists who face deadly persecution
I John and proclaims that “God is love.” St. John introdt
earth to the seven murdm in Asia Mh\or and

mmandef antl rs held. uﬁdertn y 60

: h1lrpp|ans, and Ph|lemon When Bauv
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To} welo] N&How o] FojAol B,

53], A48 o4e] Afsh Aol AvE B FolAE, B - FY ofxy

Aol AR, shbdzkel BALel A WAE FAHE BN & Ak ol A

37 olokr] =3kl FolH wES & Ui A8k, Aok shaf 9

Z2aRg B WA HAE TR, YFol 22E vUE FRY 5 UE
WO polslof AT, olel@ AFsh Aol A&F ), B - Folrelst
AYEE T A7} ohleh BEAL Wete] FAZ A & Aol

2 g B Ao LA 2R FuaFe L e 44 A4 As) 29 tF - ApsF
FAME 9aF Zo] AHIATY. 4 ride A 2909 @ - A13H EAHLS U2tk
B3 Ao g TX} Apdelt. EdrdcdE AHES LAY A E JAE=
a9qtlo]l 99 iy Fo] Ao E HE FAE JtAY Foh. EF Ao B9
oo HA oide Sl dE G A= Lol 3 yEhe] ALEH E3atiolst WA
e ZAd i3l ¢ SRS =20, old 445 A 1S AT ASA A= ATt}
ASEZ2 IR G4 FAE G0l Bttt BAAT AF e AFENA EAXF TE EAVE
gojd & QA . =8 ARZsa FASE ASZREH 2& TEE AHEE St F
FHEE 2353 Ju4dS HFA 0. 94 2Tde 2HR AFE AopME 8aF EXFH
e gE e B4 V=g, 344 FTde 9 LIS B A 43 A=
3= ZunaAgol doiud £4drh. ofZE e AF AHES A 9 HrES
L3 5 e HdE Jdsta @Y.

53 JYAER R, F8u L hel 4o WEAER AA2e] el Thet 2e AN
JHgrh. olzelste Aobe BALE A W A=t 4% AR FAT. AEE A4t
e Mde) mEoz fmmgst AFuKL AFH0E AL & dE PEH 7)&e AFH 72
A9}, o A=AEY Pyl wAte FAFE} G4 e Aol BE AAsh
FgeAol weh AEsjof & oldde] AUE Wasth A AFsd BANLL 43 Ado|
Bodd. BAF A% /¢ FEE ue) x3e 2 49T, =@ Ay 2587
AZste] gdHolof s W PATANE ARLEE A 94 A7l AdLs) 72
249 £% 9AE A4S 4% 23 HAAES} 94 AER A2F Tl G AEHY
243} Aol Besith. SHH=eh YRS Exur S Suth 1§l A9 $@AA
A8 Ado] AAHT. oy AFAxNE 443 A¥A A& 2% F UE TFB
Z2age] AT, AWAEE JEo A4S Hrh 942 BY dogvh. 9E] A4S B
e ARAx 715E st w s e,
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