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ABSTRACT

A STUDY OF GENESIS

: A DISCOVERY OF THE HEART OF GOD THROUGH GENESIS

Eun Bok Kim

Keystone Korean Baptist church, FL, USA

This paper delves deeply into the essential Christian concept of gratitude,
exploring why believers should constantly give thanks to God in every aspect of their
daily lives. Specifically, it highlights seven fundamental areas of gratitude that every
child of God should actively practice. First, believers should give thanks to God for His
magnificent work in creating the heavens and the earth. Second, they should express love
and gratitude to God for His creation of humanity and for being part of His divine plan.
Third, believers must show continuous gratitude for all that God provides, recognizing
His mercy and abundant provision in their lives. Fourth, there should be an
acknowledgment of personal shortcomings and a sincere confession of sin, accompanied
by repentance and sorrow for failing to fully love God as He deserves. Fifth, believers are
called to find peace and rest in God’s presence, expressing gratitude for the comfort and
security He offers. Sixth, there should be an unwavering expression of gratitude for the
confidence found in God’s grace and the assurance of salvation. Finally, the seventh

aspect is the firm belief in and gratitude for the eternal rewards that God has promised.



This paper argues that when these expressions of gratitude are applied across all human
relationships, peace will naturally flourish within homes, between societies and nations,
and within churches, leading to an increase in both peace and joy. The Keystone Korean
Baptist Church, under the leadership of Pastor Eun Bok Kim, adopts these seven
“rewards of gratitude, virtue, and good works” as part of their confession of faith. Their
goal is to pursue the eternal rewards promised by God, as recorded by the Apostle Paul in
Philippians 3:14, Acts 20:24, and 2 Timothy 4:7-8, through a ministry grounded in love

for God and for one’s neighbor.
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It is with great joy that we commemorate Reverend Kim Eun-bok's completion
of his Doctor of Ministry degree in May 2025. Over the two decades of our acquaintance,
Reverend Kim has consistently demonstrated qualities that make him an exemplary
servant of Christ. His unwavering character, marked by faithfulness, reflects the essence
of our Lord and provides a reassuring foundation for his leadership.

Reverend Kim's academic journey, culminating in his Doctor of Ministry degree, is a
testament to his unwavering dedication. Despite managing several restaurants in the
Keystone, Florida, area, he remained steadfast in his pursuit of knowledge. His
commitment to his studies at Washington Baptist University and Washington Baptist
Theological Seminary from 1996 to 2015 is truly inspiring and sets a high standard for us
all.

I met Reverend Kim as a student and a faculty member during his academic
journey at WUV and NTJS. His passion, diligence, endurance, and humility endeared
him to everyone. He took classes continually for nine years and attended summer and
winter intensive classes, even though he had to fly every time. He was a dedicated
student who really wanted to serve the Lord!

Reverend Kim's respect for his instructors and peers is a reflection of his
character. He consistently demonstrated respect and fostered an atmosphere of poise and

calmness in his relationships. His humble demeanor, warm aura, and grounded nature
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made him amicable, enhancing the learning environment for his classmates and making
them feel respected and valued.

Reverend Kim's ministry commenced as an evangelist at Keystone Baptist
Church in Florida in 2001. His dedication and commitment were quickly recognized,
culminating in his ordination as a pastor in 2006. He served as an education pastor from
2007 to 2008, transitioned to co-pastor in 2009, and ultimately assumed the senior pastor
role in 2010. Reverend Kim also served as the President of the Interdenominational
Church Association and the Florida Baptist Association, amongother positions. Currently,
he serves Korean populations near Keystone as the representative of Tamla by Korean
Community, which provides diverse help like college scholarships, senior citizen
wellbeing, etc.

It is a privilege to have crossed paths with him on my faith journey. He has
become a dear friend of mine. His sermons emerge authentically from his earnestness,
practical wisdom, and profound love for the Word of God. Even now, I occasionally
receive his preaching, which always leaves a lasting impact due to his sincere faith in and
dedication to the gospel.

Notably, Reverend Kim has served an extended period with a single
congregation. The Lord's steadfast presence has guided him through every trial. I believe
his ever-calm and steady character also contributed to the harmony of the congregation.
Reverend Kim’s vision for global missions is inspiring. Heactively supports pastors in
rural churches in South Korea and extends his care to small congregations domestically

and internationally. His outreach encompasses various regions, including Africa, Haiti,
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Vietnam, the Philippines, and Mexico, exemplifying his commitment to fulfilling the
Great Commission.

Reverend Kim has been blessed with a devoted and prayerful partner throughout
his ministry: his loving wife and children. As Reverend Kim embarks on this new chapter
with his Doctor of Ministry, we eagerly anticipate how God will continue to utilize him

for His glory.

With warm regards,

Peter M. Chang, Ph.D.

President, Washington University of Virginia—Neal T. Jones Seminary
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