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ABSTRACT

A STUDY ON THE VALIDITY AND DIRECTION OF ONLINE WORSHIP IN
THE COVID-19 ERA

: FOCUSING ON THE CASE OF GWANJU YANGRIM CHURCH

Daecho Oh

Gwangju Yangrim Church, Gwangju

A church must understand the flow of the times. This does not mean following
trends. We must understand what the current era demands and move forward with those
changes. The digital civilization of our time is rapidly advancing, and we are living in a
new world every day. The digital civilization has become a part of our lives beyond just
utilizing the internet. While the world continues to develop and change, church culture
remains stagnant. The church that used to lead culture is now falling behind culture.

The church must be able to worship anytime, anywhere, and in any way. To do so, efforts
must be made to keep up with the changing times.

Perhaps the Korean church has hindered 'worship of life' by placing restrictions
on the church as a physical location. Online worship and ministry carried out due to
COVID-19 has transformed the faith of believers from a spatial concept of "church" to a
focus on the heart. Ministry carried out in the church has also changed to allow for
coexistence between the physical and online realms. In the process of these changes,
many pastors were concerned about the weakening of their understanding of worship.

However, the essence of worship is what is important. The form has always been subject



to change within the limits of preserving the essence. Ministry based on online platforms
does not disrupt the essence of worship but changes the form. However, online ministry
is not a perfect alternative. We have faced difficulties and experienced limitations in
conducting online ministry. It is not enough to promote believers' faith growth through
online ministry alone. A proper balance between the physical and online realms is
necessary.

This study investigates the essence of worship and aim to answer the question, 'Is
online worship really appropriate in this era?' through an online-based worship and
ministry conducted at Gwangju Yangrim Church. It is hoped that this study will serve as

a guide for churches and pastors who are considering online ministry.
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