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ABSTRACT

A STUDY ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LESSLIE NEWBIGIN'S
MISSIONAL CHURCH AND BI-VOCATIONAL MINISTRY

: APRACTICAL-THEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS

Daewoung Jo

Trinity United Methodist Church, New Jersey

The central theme of this project is the essential mission of the church and the
calling of pastors, specifically in the practical theology aspect of the rapidly changing
pastoral environment. The research highlights the economic difficulties that pastors face
and emphasizes that the decision to live a bi-vocational life is not solely due to economic
factors but also rooted in their calling. The historical and theological significance of bi-
vocational ministry is also examined as a natural aspect of the church's history.

Unfortunately, the mainstream trend in the Korean church has been focused on
internal matters. The church's systems and programs have been geared towards how to
keep more believers in the church for longer periods of time. As a result, the church has
become more institutionalized, quantified, and conservative, leading to serious side
effects such as individualism, pastor-centric leadership structures, and polarization.
Ultimately, the church has failed to embrace societal changes and has become alienated

and criticized, resulting in a decline in the number of churchgoers. This reality has



become a decisive factor that exacerbates the economic difficulties of pastors.

The research delves into statistical data to reveal the reality faced by pastors, and
demonstrates through the examples of well-known figures in the Bible and history that
bi-vocational ministry is a natural calling. The formation of Leslie Newbigin's gospel-
centered and ecumenical missiology is also examined to understand his missional church,
and his insights provide valuable perspectives on today's context.

Finally, a practical theological reflection is shared on the relationship between
missional church and bi-vocational ministry, leading to a concluding remark. Overall, this
dissertation presents a compelling case for the importance of bi-vocational ministry in
responding to the changing times and embracing the essential mission of the church. It
emphasizes the need for churches and pastors to move beyond institutionalization and
quantification towards a more missional focus, incorporating all aspects of life into the

mission of the church.
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