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ABSTRACT
CHRISTIAN HOSPITALITY IN THE AGE OF MASS INCARCERAION:
A WAY FORWARD AT FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF LINCOLN GRDENS
Errol Cooper
First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens
771 Somerset Street, Somerset, New Jersey 08873

Incarceration has become commonplace in Americayfdife. Families are
confronted with unprecedented pain and hardshgisséparate children from parents,
husbands from wives, and subject those who sehagdtime to ostracism and
discrimination as they seek a new start in lifdisTproject focuses on transforming the
way the leadership at the FBC sees, feels, andabotst those with criminal histories by
reclaiming the ancient practice of Christian hadfit as a means by which the church
can effectively address the phenomenon of massceicion.

Christian hospitality as a means of addressing nmassceration goes beyond the
contemporary trends in church ministry, which engires the establishment of
individual ministries to participate in the work sdlvation charged to the church
(Matthew 28:18-20). Examples of individual minist include marriage ministry, prayer
posse, prison ministry, etc. Such individual mimést are important, but also suggest that
participants require specialization or a “call"@@pecific ministry in order to serve. The

practice of Christian hospitality, however, as tinelerlying ethos of a church goes



beyond specialized ministry, geared to individadéénts, and involves theommunityof
believers in the work of salvation in meeting tle®ds of a congregation and its
community.

First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens (FBCxdted in Somerset, New Jersey
has experienced the impact that mass incarceratilocts upon its membership. To
gauge its member’s attitudes towards the issueaafrceration surveys were utilized to
describe the congregation and explore the memlpesgberceptions toward those
impacted by the criminal justice system. The symesults indicate that church members
are willing to change their attitudes toward thaffected by the criminal justice system.

A strategy is proposed whereby the church leadesdm minister to the
incarcerated, formerly incarcerated, and their f@sby utilizing Christian hospitality.
The hospitality modeled by church leaders woulah thiiekle down to the wider
congregation. However, to effectively engage #slership of the church and thereby
change the congregational ethos, their attitudest beitransformed through a three-step
process that involveseeingthe issues faced by the incarcerated and theitiésm
feelingor empathizing with their hurt, and then actiddoreover, to move the
membership toward the practice of Christian ho$ifyitthere must be present biblical
theology that serves as an organizing principlefactice, which must be incorporated
into the senior pastor’s strategic plan for therchu

Christian hospitality as a strategy for addressssges of incarceration at FBC
can be replicated in other faith based institutiand non-profit organizations. To be
sure, Christian hospitality is not limited to adeBmg issues of mass incarceration, but

can be utilized to address various social ills thggact the Christian church.
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CHAPTER 1
HOSPITALITY AND CHRISTIAN WITNESS

Jesus and His disciples are on a trajectory toWardsalem where Jesus, their
Rabbi, will encounter a gruesome death upon a créssus makes his entry into
Jerusalem upon the colt of a donkey. There is@/&Emood in the air. People are
merry. Shouts of Hosanna rise from their bellied Besonate through their vocal cords.
It is the season of the Passover. Like most peafplewish ancestry, Jesus and His
disciples have made their pilgrimage from varicegions of the Roman Empire to
partake in this grand celebration in Jerusalematigent headquarters of King David,
Israel’s most celebrated monarch, whose formerygbonow overshadowed by Roman
imperialism.

While in Jerusalem, Jesus and His disciples takledrsights and sounds of this
historic city. They visit the Temple. This is ribe original Temple that was built by
Solomon, but a second temple that was construgtétebod the Great. This second
temple was more a testament to Herod than it weheedling for YHWH, the God of
Israel.

The disciples are amazed by the great size oftigle and its accompanying
structures. They see the whitened limestone ddddjtrimmings. Perhaps Peter or the
sons of Zebedee held their breath in suspense wiit¢ing out to Jesus the spectacle
that was the Temple structure. Jesus then safeeto, “All these structures that you now

see, not one stone will be left upon another.”



They made their way from the temple mount dowrh®Kidron Valley and then
up to the Mount of Olives. There Jesus began tdigdisciples many parables that
revealed the coming end of the age, but more tgrhe gives his disciples a sense of
the character of the coming kingdom of God.

Among these parables Jesus tells the story of shieggoats. He said that all
nations will be gathered before him and he willagage the sheep from the goats, placing
the sheep on His right and the goats on His lginga

Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take ydaritance, the kingdom

prepared for you since the creation of the wofdr | was hungry and you gave

me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gavesomeething to drink, | was a

stranger and you invited me in, | needed clothesyau clothed me, | was sick

and you looked after me, | was in prison and yaue#o visit me. Then the
righteous will answer him, Lord, when did we see yoingry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you something to drink? When de&lsee you a stranger and
invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe ydahen did we see you sick or in
prison and go to visit you? The King will replytelll you the truth, whatever you

did for one of the least of these brothers of mywey did for me (Matthew 25:34-

40, NIV).

In the final days of his life leading up to His cifixion, Jesus tells his disciples
in this parable how His kingdom will be structurdtis a kingdom that will be
characterized by hospitality. There is no mentbthe word hospitality in the sheep and
goat parable but its immanence can hardly be deAiéthe scenarios raised in the
parable are focused on the vulnerable that arendieoe upon the generosity of someone
else.

Hospitality, in fact, is laced throughout the Neastament text. Jesus’ feeding of
the 5,000 is hospitality in action. Hospitalitypewerfully symbolized in the Passover

meal, the sharing of food and drink from a commnabid. It is exemplified in Jesus’

healing of the invalid who was at the pool at Bettee For 38 years this man waited for



someone to help him into the pool so he could egpee the healing qualities of the
water, but found no one that could see the trohbléaced and act on his behalf until
Jesus stopped to help. To be sure, Jesus dispiagathospitality as he went about
Palestine healing, feeding, and nurturing the sotitke marginalized.

Hospitality is at the core of Christian witnesghe world. It defines the kingdom
of God that is both now and yet to come. But whtoibenefit from this hospitality?
Jesus said, “If you love those who love you, wieatard will you get? Are not even the
tax collectors doing that? And if you greet onbuy brothers, what are you doing more
than others?” (Matt. 5:46-47a [NIV]). Those whe & benefit from Christian
hospitality are not primarily those who are likearhave the same interests, but are
those who are different from us: the stranger.

The Doors, an American rock band popular in the-h880s and early 1970s, released a
single in September of 1967 titled “People Are &g&a” A portion of the lyrics says,
“People are strange when you're a stranger. Hao&sugly when you're alone. Women
seem wicked, when you're unwanted. Streets aream&hen you're down...when
you're strange, no one remembers your nam&He song is about alienation and the
outsider. At the time it may have been addrespedifically to the hippie culture or
outsiders in generdl.Nevertheless, the song suggests that strangepeaple in a

culture who are unable to access resources ingheiety because they are unable to

procure status due to the lack of strength, powealth, and even religious associatfon.

! The DoorsStrange DaysElektra Records, 1967.
2 Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/People_Argtrange (accessed September 18, 2013).

® Thomas E. Reynolds, “Welcoming without ReservEReology Toda$3, no. 2 (2006): 199.



To be sure, The Doors poetically set to music #pegaence of alienation by those who
are outside an accepted community. Strangersnaoe@us, but the hurting and
alienation that they experience can be softenadtifeversed by the Christian tradition
of hospitality.

| make the argument throughout this paper thavlatl have experienced the
debilitating effects of incarceration, but speatflg people of color, are the quintessential
stranger that the tradition of Christian hospiyafitust engage. Those who have served
time in jail or prison experience negative conseges even after release. Formerly
incarcerated individuals face an array of challsmagthey attempt to reorder their lives
that include but not limited to negative stereatgpiinability to find employment due to
their criminal record, inability to gain foothol@®o public housing in certain states, and
inability to qualify for particular social servicéshey were incarcerated for drug
distribution.

In the following chapters | explore the plight bEtincarcerated and how the
Church might be able to usher this specific grougt@angers into the community called
the kingdom of God. However, in this opening dbapseek to define what hospitality
is in a Christian context, who it is that this lilasf hospitality benefits, how hospitality is
practiced at FBC and why it needs to be adjusteeingihe incarceration of over 2.3
million people in American society.

When we hear the term hospitality or see televismmmercials on the subject,
we typically hear and see it associated with le@sund entertainment. It is the thing that
the service industry (theme parks, lodgings, reatatg, cruise lines, etc.) does for their

guests. Hospitality can even be thought of ah#lenark of a culture that has moved



away from barbaric practices and moved onto masiéamd honorable ways of beirig.

However, this understanding of hospitality missesrhark when it comes to
traditional Christian hospitality. At the very Eawithin the biblical and historical
traditions, the focus of hospitality involves meetthe social, physical, and spiritual
needs of the stranger by extending one’s resotioct®m® At best this hospitality
involves more than the offering of clothes, fooadd @helter; it is a recasting of social
relations that disorients standards of value fodng®on status, race, gender, and
religion®

One lesson that the early Christian practitionétsospitality have demonstrated
is that whether we are the guest or host we mustdndy to enter another’s world to
welcome them, ready to be an active participathénkingdom of God, and ready to be
vulnerable. This readiness to be vulnerable lsassks. One risks “exposure to injury,
illness, theft, or disgrac€.”This readiness has the effect of moving our cdonsness
from the self, to the other, and ultimately towarelstionship’

Examples of the risks associated with Christiarphiakty are many, but
Dionysius, a § century Alexandrian bishop, illustrates it welih the latter part of the'®
century (ca. 263), the community in Alexandria exgreced a time of great plague and

famine. In his epistle to the Alexandrians Diogsirites:

* Arthur Sutherlandl, Was A Stranger: A Christian Theology of Hosptta{Nashville: Abingdon
Press, 2006), XV.

> Amy G. Oden, EdAnd You Welcomed Me: A Sourcebook on HospitaliBairly Christianity
(Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2001), 14.

% Ibid.
"bid., 16.

8 bid., 15.



Certainly very many of our brothers and sistertheir exceeding love and family
feeling, did not spare themselves, but kept by edler, and visited the sick
without thought of risk to themselves, and ministeto them continually, serving
them in Christ. So, they died with the othersutjio most joyfully, carrying
others pains, taking upon themselves their neighltiseases, and willingly
taking over to their own bodies the burden of thi#esings of those around
them?

The Christian community in Alexandria risked thieies so that the sick could
gain life. Giving one’s life for the principles dife faith or becoming a martyr for the
faith was a true test of one’s faithfulness to &hriMartyrdom was a tradition carried
over from the T century and from time to time, Christians werdezhto give the
ultimate witness for their faith, which inspiredhets to maintain their faith even if death
was the end’ | am not suggesting that Christians who contitmgepractice of
hospitality go to such lengths, but rather, | dmighlight the risks associated with the
practice.

Christian hospitality open one to vulnerabilityalso “invites disruption into the
household order and routin&"This “disruption” suggests that the status qus theen
rattled relinquishing an air of strangeness inhtbesehold.

It is understandable when the world creates its wersion of hospitality and
spreads its gospel of entertainment and comfoawever, it is disturbing when the
church, which is the heir to the ancient practit€lristian hospitality, loses sight of its

legacy by confusing Christian hospitality with weiing guests.

First Baptist Church is a vibrant church that idlweganized in its worship of

° Ogen, 134.

Y pale T. Irvin and Scott W. Sunquististory of the World Christian Movemegaryknoll:
Orbis Books, 2006), 71.

M Reynolds, 197.



God and its outreach to the community. Our conanés involve worship, discipleship,
stewardship, fellowship, and pastoral care. Ims&of a method of winning members
and subsequently disciples, FBC has a strategydtroming visitors. We have
hospitality personnel at the doors greeting visits they enter the church building.
Parking at FBC is scarce and boarders on beingnanaality during Sunday services.
Visitors have the ability to print parking passediee and park in a special reserved area,
so that they will not have a difficult time findin@arking. Banners about seven feet tall
hang on either side of the main entrance doorsdahurch. They depict a figure with
outstretched hands and the words welcome in bakivaiwriting. Visitors are
encouraged to meet with our pastor and enjoy riefnesits in the welcome center after
attending service. The objective behind this adhemethod is to create an atmosphere
where first time visitors can feel welcomed andrgually give them self to God and join
our fellowship.

This brand of hospitality is great for welcomingitors and is a needed edge in
the market place over other churches. The unspadadity in a time when churches are
struggling to keep their doors open and maintagir thacility for ministry is that even
though church is a place of worship, there remaihasiness side to the enterprise of
church. Growing the membership is a required gkiie business of church is to remain
vibrant. Therefore strategies that build and neammembership cannot be dismissed;
however, Elizabeth Newman suggests that the ertlpt®f this type of hospitality boils
down to being a greeter at the doors of the chultis. a “sentimental hospitality” that

employs “forced smiles, banal pleasantries, and mianners®*? It is sufficient for

12 Elizabeth Newmari ntamed Hospitality: Welcoming God and Other StemsgGrand Rapids:
Brazos Press, 2007), 23.



welcoming visitors and building membership but swfficient a practice for welcoming
the stranger.

| witnessed the difference between welcoming aaisind welcoming a stranger
at the FBC during the period that | was engageteireloping this project. The FBC is
predominantly African-American. A Caucasian womame in during Sunday worship
service and asked for money to purchase food.walsedirected to me and | brought her
down to the fellowship hall for breakfast. Thetina is to stop at the cashier’s desk,
pay, get a ticket, and get in line. | escorteddezctly to the food line bypassing the
cashier. | told the woman that was serving toelagplate for the Caucasian woman and
her daughter, then provide her with two take oatgd for her husband and second
daughter who were at home.

The woman serving was hesitant to provide the takelates because she was
worried that they would run out of food for the {frag customers.” On my way out, the
cashiers questioned me as to why she did not P&yen true hospitality is at work it
disrupts the routine. Certainly, as Reynolds satgge&hristian hospitality does not mean
surrendering the host’s identity to accommodatestrenger. But it is a yielding or
giving way to the differentness of the strangea aseans to be present with the ottfer.

Hospitality as | stated must be directed towardsstinanger. But the question that
requires clarification is who the stranger is. éwling to Christine Pohl, who references
Brueggemann, strangers are “people without a pleca@hey are disconnected from

family, work, and community. They are without netks of relations that sustain and

13 Reynolds, 198.

14 Walter Brueggemantnterpretation and ObediendMinneapolis: Fortress, 1991), 294.



support the welfare of individuals. Clearly, by this definition the stranger is nog t
same as the visitor that the FBC greets with resetach Sunday.

Throughout the biblical text and early Christianttye stranger is identified as the
sick, widow, orphan, sojourner, poor, hungry, pneso The one thing in common among
this population is that they are vulnerable andtexpon the margins; are easily ignored
and are bereft of status; neither can they bringricial gain to those who reach out to
them?®

In ancient communities, strangers depended ondhbpitality of others to meet
their needs. A wayward traveler in ancient timexkimg his way to a new area for a
better standard of living might find welcome fromtines who interact personally with
the stranger and assist him in becoming orientdulstoew community. But in an
institutionalized American society, if a stranggin need of housing or care for his
wounds, we respond by connecting them with hospéatl hospices that distance a face-
to-face encounter with the strangérThe church in our present age leaves the care for
the marginalized to government policy makers, $@aavice organizations, and social
workers without connecting the stranger to the libgpoof hospitality that has deep roots
in Christianity’®

To be sure, the church must reclaim its practideospitality in the 2% century

but must also understand how we are to carry esitathcient practice in a milieu that is

15 Christine D. PohlMaking Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christizmdition (Grand
Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1999), 87.

18 Oden, 20.
' pohl, 7.

% bid., 8.
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centuries apart from the origins of the practi¢éis is the challenge for the FBC.

The strangers courted by Christian hospitalitythose who are “disconnected
from basic relationships that give persons a seglace in the world.” This type of
stranger is detached from networks such as famigymunity, church, work, and
polity.’® These conditions are most clearly seen in thellatipn of people who have
experienced incarceration. Individuals, who hagerbincarcerated in general, but
specifically those who have been incarcerated ffiog dffenses, suffer collateral damages
of incarceration that have severed them from nétsvand stripped them of basic rights
as an American citizen.

Upon entering prison the inmate is stripped ofdniser identity. Any
distinguishing haircuts and clothing are remové&te inmate is issued standard prison
garbs and receives a number, which trumps ideatiin by their birth name. On the
surface this identity erasure is external; howeadapting to prison life can produce long
lasting psychological implications for re-entry tladienates these individual from the
broader society. This is called “prisonizationgracess whereby individuals
“incorporate the norms of prison life into one’skta of thinking, feeling, and acting®

One effect of “prisonization” strips prisoners béir sense of independence and
self-initiative because of their dependence oriribtutional norms$! One implication
for re-entry is that when external structure i®talaway, the individual may no longer

know how to operate freely on her own or know howefrain from doing things that are

¥ Ipid., 13.

2 Jeremy Travis and Michelle Waul, eBrjsoners Once Removed: The Impact of Incarceration
and Reentry on Children, Families, and Communif@ashington D.C.; The Urban Institute Press, 2003),
38.

2bid., 40.
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harmful or self destructive without the guidancehsf institutior??

The psychological impact of “prisonization” is exglified in the following true
story. An individual was in re-entry from servitige in prison. He was driving and
suddenly took note of the time; he instinctivelgéae to speed. A police officer pulled
him over and asked him why he was in such a rds$te former inmate told the officer
that he needed to get home for “count.” In prisalure “count” occurs at regular
intervals during the da? Prison guards conduct a count to ensure théte@lprisoners
are still accounted for and that none has esc&p@tisoners must stand in front of their
cells at the designated time to be couritetf.a prisoner does not make it back to his cell
on time, he faces disciplinary actiéh.The institutional structure was so ingrainechiis t
individual that, even after he was released, hediffidulty readjusting to civilian life.

One of the first considerations for the individuddo is seeking to reconnect with
his or her community upon release from prison ésghestion of where she will reside.
Where can he call home? Where can she find pembaoesing? Some may be able to
bunk with mom, dad, and girlfriend/boyfriend foslaort while. But there will come a
time when they will outstay their welcome and npednanent housing of their own. If
they have no connection with their immediate oeaged family the need for permanent

housing is urgent.

2 bid., 41.

% Discovery.com, Culture and Society, http://curipsiiscovery.com/question/what-happens-
prison-inmate-count (accessed October 7, 2013).

2 bid.
5 |bid.

% Discovery.com (accessed October 7, 2013).
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Public housing is a poor option for former feloreshuse there are stringent
screening and eviction procedures that excludeviddals with criminal records. A
felon is ineligible to qualify for public housingif at least five years from their release
date?” But injury is added to insult if a former feloaeks housing from a private
landlord and needs assistance from the federalrgoent to pay his or her rent. This
individual would make his or her way to a local Idmg and Urban Development (HUD)
office to fill out an application for rental assiate and discover that they are ineligible
for Section & This policy is particularly devastating for womeho are trying to
regain custody of their childrén. Without housing, families are severed from eatieio
The basic network of family can be denied to forgercarcerated individuals based
solely upon their past criminal record. That rec@s it relates to accessing permanent
housing, can be an offense as simple as shopliftiogetheless, once there is a record
that applicant can expect to have a difficult tiatdeast, and denial of public housing at
worst>® According to Alexander, “More than a half milligeople are released from
prison each year, and for many, finding a new hapyears next to impossible, not just
in the short term, but for the rest of their IivéS.

Education is greatly valued in our American cultufecollege education

provides access to greater opportunity in the jalket verses a high school diploma. A

" Michelle AlexanderThe New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Ag€olorblindness
(New York: The New Press, 2010), 141.

2 bid.

# Stephanie R. Bush-BasketMisguided Justice: the War on Drugs and the Inceatien of
Black WomergBloomington: iUniverse Books, 2010), 126.

30 aAlexander,The New Jim Cronl143.

31 \bid., 145.
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college education usually translates into highgraal a greater chance of professional
growth. According to a recent New York Times detjcollege educated workers with
jobs have risen 9.1 percent during the recessiatrfob those with a high school diploma
employment has decreased 9 percent, and for thitlseutva high school diploma,
employment has fallen by 14.1 perc&n€ertainly possession of a college education has
its advantages; however, certain states have goleagths to prevent individuals with a
criminal record from attending state colleges anifersities®>

If a former prisoner has managed to overcome olestéo higher education he
still faces barriers to employment because of hisinal record. Employment is the
most basic of human needs because it provides@éifiency, allows one to take care of
the most basic needs of food and shelter, and emaiathealthy self image. However,
stories abound with individuals who are barred fiseouring employment due to a
criminal record.

Even if one’s record was incurred decades agoffieader paid his dues, has a
college degree, is qualified for the job, and isingeopardy of recidivism, there is a
high likelihood that individuals with criminal reats will be denied employmefit. A
recent true story shows how common this experienfa some people.

A member of our church came to my office one dagpeeately seeking

assistance with her rent. In probing the reasohdo dilemma she stated that she

32 catherine Rampell, “College Graduates Fare Welbins Market, Even Through Recession,”
New York TimedMay 3, 2013, http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/04finess/college-graduates-fare-well-
in-jobs-market-even-through-recession.html (acabSeptember 24, 2013).

% Bush-Baskette, 126.
3 Amy L. Solomon, “In Search of a Job: Criminal Retas Barriers to Employmentyational

Institute of Justice Journ&70, (June 2012): 43, www.nij.gov/journals/270/dnat-records.htm (accessed
September 25, 2013).
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secured a well paying job, but after three morttlegdb let her go. | asked why, she said
that she was told that she falsified informatiorhen job application that asked if she
was ever convicted of a criminal offense in thé fae years. The woman said that she
answered the question honestly and said that skemaged with shoplifting over 20
years ago when she was in her late teens. Tdiagrio this was not an offense that
occurred in the last five years. She served ne fonthe offense. She suffered great
angst over the firing and was worried that she @dnd put out of her housing facility
since her recertification was coming up and shelevbave to explain why she lost her
job to the housing administrators. In additiomgglcoming visitors to the FBC, we must
come up with an effective strategy for welcoming granger who has been
disenfranchised as the result of incarcerationaaadvithin our purview.

There are approximately 242 million adults in Amaari Thirty-three percent of
those adults, or approximately 80 million, haverbagested by age 23 for offenses
ranging from disorderly conduct to more seriougn$les such as murd@rAs a society,
America has marginalized a significant portiontefpeople, shutting them out of the job
market despite the severity of the offenses.

There are other collateral effects of incarceratipan those who have completed
their sentence and have returned back to their aomiyn These collateral effects
maintain their estrangement from the wider comnyuauitd force them into the illegal
underground economy. In addition to the inabilitysecure gainful employment or at
least have a steady job, ex-offenders are “requoedake payments to a host of

agencies, including probation departments, coard,child-support enforcement

35 Solomon, 43.
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offices.”®® In fact, any legal employment that they may hseeured is subject to
garnishment and someone at or below poverty lemebe charged by several agencies at
one time, which essentially consume all their Paif-his of course drives an individual

to seek employment that is “off the books,” makingm more likely to be involved in
illegal activities, thus keeping them in an estesthgr compromised positiofi.

Not only are we denying employment to those witmaral records, sentencing
them to the underground economy, and keeping théheanargins of our society; we
are denying them participation in our democratmcpsses. America hails itself as a
democratic society with a representative systegogernment elected by the people.
There has been bloodshed on the part of Africanrfoaes and their supporters during
the Civil Rights struggle of the 1950s and 196@spty to secure the right to vote
guaranteed by the f5Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The francicienot be
denied based on “race, color, or previous conditibgervitude.” However, many
individuals who have served time in prison are dérthe right to vote in some states
based on felon disenfranchisement I&ws\ot only are formerly incarcerated individuals
denied the right to vote in some states, they laelzarred from jury service because of
their criminal record?®

In addition to the collateral damages caused bgroeration and criminal records

upon one’s ability to be enfranchised, secure mmuand employment, the family

% Alexander, 141.
¥ Ipid., 151.

* Ibid.

% Alexander, 187.

4%bid., 188.
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networks of those incarcerated suffer collaterah@ges under the weight of
incarceration. The stigma of incarceration noydnirts the person behind bars it also
affects everyone in their family network by rendingnerable families and communities.

Our social institutions have a powerful effect ogial norms and the quality of
family life.** In fact mass incarceration in the span of attleas decades have
dismantled the most vulnerable of families by iasiag single female-headed
households and removing children to the care adreded family membef€. This
severing of parent-child relationships might ultieig be irreparable. If they have a
weak extended family, when parents are incarceréted children are not likely to be
taken up by grandparents or other family membaersate forced into the child welfare
system® Inmates with minor children have indicated tlneitt children have not come
to visit them. Reasons range from “hostile antricts/e prison visiting policies, remote
and hard to visit prison locations, and strainedifarelationships.** Incarceration not
only estranges the individual incarcerated, butdesterious effects upon that
individual’s family network.

| have only briefly identified a few of the waysathincarceration, and to some
degree anyone who has been charged with a crimmdynot have served jail time, is

pushed to the edges of our society denying themsado basic goods, services, and

“! Donald Bramanpoing Time on the Outside: Incarceration and Fanhiffe in Urban America
(Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2007),.90

2 Bruce Western and Sara McLanahBathers Behind Bars: The Impact of Incarceration on
Family Formation,in Families, Crime, and Criminal Justice 309, 322 @sidtton Fox and Michael L.
Benson eds., 2000).

*3W. Wilson Goode Sr., Charles E. Lewis Jr., andditabean Trulearinistry with Prisoners
& Families: The Way Forwar@Valley Forge: Judson Press, 2011), 122.

“bid., 125.
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needs. The bottom line is that these individuedsiianeed of relationships that can be a
supportive presence when they buck against a sybi@nmakes finding and maintaining
gainful employment nearly impossible and forcesrithe make poor choices simply
because they are shut out of the mainstream. THhistian church that bears the torch of
hospitality, which has been passed down from Jtestiee Apostles to the present day
church, must be the primary means of support fdividuals and families that have been
affected by our criminal justice system.

But before | discuss ways in which the church, wighheritage of hospitality, can
be a source of help for these individuals, | wantbve on to the next chapter and
discuss why | believe that the church in genenat the Black church in America
particularly, which was formed in the crucible td\ery and refined in the fires of the
Civil Rights movement, must pay particular attentio the fact that people of color,
especially people of African descent, are beingraigortionately incarcerated and in

effect subjected to legalized racial discriminatasthe result of being labeled a felon.



CHAPTER 2
RACE AND INCARCERATION

With over seven million individuals affected by ttreminal justice system
(including those incarcerated, paroled, or on ptiobathe issue has some level of
impact upon the community and lives of the FBC ceggtion that can not be ignored.

The church is located in an area designated “Th@Rsance Community.” This
community is situated on the boundary of the Citilew Brunswick, New Jersey and
the Township of Franklin, New Jersey. The Renaiss&Community has a population of
approximately 7,000 persons. The largest percestafcommunity residents (40.2
percent) are between the ages of 20 and 44. Ttidangest age group (33.4 percent) is
age 20 or younger. Those over 65 represent 8ckpeof residents. The Renaissance
Community is ethnically diverse; however, AfricamAricans comprise the largest
ethnic group (52 percent). The next largest gliswphite (28 percent). Approximately
20 percent of the remaining population is comprisidther single race groups.

Community residents between the ages of 20-44igndisant in the context of
the primary age group that comes under the supenvig the criminal justice system.
According to the U.S. Department of Justice siagdtlack males between the ages of

20-49 are the largest age group under state ardaigdrisdiction” Moreover, one in

! The statistical information for Renaissance Comityuia derived from 2005 study that was
sanctioned by FBC and funded by the Wachovia RegiBaundation.

2 Guerino, Prisoners in 2010 (Revised).
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three black males within this age group is undeneséorm of the criminal justice system
(prison, jail, on probation, or parol@).

Because the mentioned age range is the prime dgas mwdividuals become
entangled in the criminal justice system, it belembthe FBC to involve itself in some
form of ministry that would address the issue @firteration. To be sure, members have
shared stories of their family and loved ones waeehbeen incarcerated. The
experience exacts a high emotional toll upon thalfamembers and the individual
under the control of the criminal justice systefRar example, one member told the story
of how a sibling is known to be a hard working indual who had a respectable well
paying job. The member discovered, however, thatdibling was convicted of murder
surrounding an alleged drug purchase. The sibliag convicted and incarcerated with a
sentence of 30 years to life. The member was stlinkVhen describing the experience,
the member said, “The person who they say theygeltband arrested is not the person |
know.” This was a traumatic reality the memberldamot believe and one in which the
sibling declared innocence. The issue of racei@atceration must take center stage in
an African-American church such as the FBC thatlessin and serves a community that
is largely African American who are likely candidatfor incarceration.

African Americans and the American criminal justsystem have a curious
connectiori. During slavery white America had misgivings abthet character of black

America. They believed that blacks were raciatigdisposed to criminal behavidr.

% Mauer, 137.
* Marc MauerRace to IncarceratéNew York: The New Press, 2006), 133.

® Randall KennedyRace, Crime, and the LagMew York: Vintage Books, 1997), 13.
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This stereotype on the part of white America ledrn@sts of blacks and the proportion of
blacks among the inmate population swefled.

According to Marc Mauer, “even with this phenomehohblack incarceration,
when viewed side by side with current data on #te of black imprisonment, the
incarceration of blacks then is incomparable totteed of their incarceration today.

From 1925 to 1972, the inmate population in Amesictate and federal prisons
hovered around a total of 200,000, which transl&vesirate of incarceration averaging
110 per 100,000 U.S. residefit8ut starting in 1973, the U.S. saw a steadyirise
incarceration rates. During the mid 1980s, howethase rates skyrocketed from just
under 400,000 to 1.5 million by 2084By 2010 state and federal prisons have housed
over 1.6 million individuals®

With this phenomenal rise in U.S. incarceratioesatrime and the criminal
justice system have been eerily linked to Africame&kicans in particular, and people of
color in general. Violent crime in the African An@an community has been used as the
justification for the rise in the incarcerationagsif blacks. However, according to
Michelle Alexander, this is a poor excuse becauskent crime is at a historic low yet

incarceration rates continue to rideTo be sure, the single most prevalent reasothéor

® Ibid.

" Ibid., 133.

® Ibid., 18.

° Mauer, 18.

1% paul Guerino, Paige M. Harrison, and William Jo@a“Prisoners in 2010,Bureau of Justice
Statistics(December 2011), last modified February 9, 201tp; fiwww.winthewar.us/images/p10.pdf
(accessed October 11, 2013).

11 Alexander, 99.
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growth in incarceration rates in America and theshprevalent cause of the skyrocketing
rates of incarceration among African Americansrigybffenses and not violent crirfre.

African Americans and people of color have alwagd kb tenuous history with
drugs and the justice system in America. Duriregdha of prohibition, racial stereo
types figured prominently in the effort to contedtohol™® In the Southern states for
example, blacks were falsely charged with publiméienness, which provided the
impetus to take away the voting rights of Southstatks*

The movement to prohibit alcohol over time blend#d a movement to control
the use of opium, marijuana, and cocaine. As walitbhol, drugs in America were
criminalized in two steps: First the substance determined dangerous, and then the
user was characterized as socially marginal oreroptuous->
In the 1800s certain types of drugs that are tltmilay were common. Cocaine, opium,
and heroin were widely used as medicine by midiéisscAmerican$® Opium was used
by middle-aged successful whites, and often by éwives in the South. If people were
addicted or abusing opium, they were viewed syngiaially as people who needed help
and often opium use was seen as a public healtbh regher than a crime.

Currently, we see this trend with the renewed papiyl of heroin in New York City.

12 pid.

3 Doris Marie ProvineUnequal Under Law: Race In The War on Drghicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2007), 38.

14 | bid.
15 Provine, 63.

% 1pid., 65.
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Forty thousand Americans die each jran a drug overdose but do not make
the headlines; however, when actor Philip Seymaffrian, a popular and wealthy
white actor, was found dead from heroin overdoseuapouring of sympathy from his
fans around the nation highlighted his untimelytdé4 This has sparked a trend in the
war on drugs that place focus on those who abwesdrtig as a public health issue rather
than a crime. Those who sell heroin, however, belicharged with their customer’s
overdose and could serve up to 20 years in prisadeath results from the illegal
distribution.

The public image of opium use began to change dutie latter part of the 19
century when opium smoking was viewed as a Chinggeeven though Europeans
started the practicE. The Chinese were willing to work on the railroaasl mine gold
and minerals, which were particularly dangerous jablow pay, for a better life in
America’® However, the influx of Chinese immigrants raisegnomic and social
concerns. Employers relished the availabilityayfdwage labor, but the laboring classes
resented the Chinese because they were takingjab@y’ The anti-Chinese sentiment
grew. The Chinese were stereotyped as degengriat® emoking immigrants. The
drug was criminalized and used as a tool to incateg¢he Chinese.

Cocaine was also widely used by middle-aged wh#tg@sgessful doctors,

housewives, etc. But at the turn of the centueytthregulated use of cocaine began to be

7 Julia Dahl, “Actor Hoffman’s Fatal Heroin OverddBats Focus on Dealer$gBS News
February 5, 2014, http//www. cbsnews.com/news/gaidllip-seymour-hoffmans-fatal-heroin-overdose-
puts-focus-on-dealers (accessed February 10, 2014).

'8 provine, 68.

19 Provine, 68.

% |bid.
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associated with blacks in a negative way. Durivgfirst quarter of the 1900s the
“media linked race, drugs, and crime stating thasnof the attacks upon white women
of the South are the direct result of the cocaireed Negro brain®® One medical

report in 1914 stated, “Once the Negro has reatiieedtage of being a “dope taker” —
and a very few experimental sniffs of the drug miaike a habitué — he is a constant
menace to his community until he is eliminatéd.There was no cure for the black man
who was addicted; the only sure method for keehingoff drugs was incarceratidn.

The racial association of blacks and other raciabnities with drugs in the early 20
century has revived itself in the later part of te@tury and continues to negatively affect
blacks and other people of color.

African Americans make up approximately 13 peradrihe U.S. population but
comprise over 50 percent of prisoners under staisdjction for drug related offensés.
According to Stephanie Bush-Baskette blacks areesead in the federal system for
drug offenses involving cocaine at a rate of 8%@et”> This is a travesty because
mostly whites commit drug crime and use drugs.

The most recent national survey on drug use waduziad in 2011 and compiled
by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data »e&chihe survey indicates, on one
hand, illegal drugs such as heroin and crack agd assimilar rates by blacks and

whites. On the other hand, illegal use of hallogens, cocaine, and marijuana are used

% Provine, 76.
2 pid., 77.

% Ipid.

4 Guerino, 28.

% Bush-Baskette, 16.
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at a higher percentage by whites. Across the gpaabf illegal drugs, white Americans
are more likely than black Americans to use illedfalgs. This logic would suggest that
white Americans should make up the lion’s sharthefprison population for use and
sale of illegal drugs. However, while white Amearicommits the crime, black America
is far more likely to go to prison for drug offes$& The reason for this disparity is a
crude mixture of America’s history of racism (asc@&ed above concerning illicit drug
use in particular) and its desire to control criméhe latter part of the Z0century.

Anyone who grew up in or near an American cityna 1970s grew up with
crime as a normal part of everyday life. As adlgitowing up in the Bronx, New York,
muggings, robbery, murder, and gunfights were moisual. Even elementary school
children took part in the spirit of the times.emember how I had to run home during my
lunch break, fearful because a few kids my age ehtd rob me of my lunch money.

As | look back, most of the movies and televisstlows that | recall echoed the
mood of the time by dealing with the dominant thevherime. There was “The
Warriors,” a 1979 film about a charismatic gangllEravho summoned the street gangs
of New York City together in a bid to take over tig. In 1974 Charles Bronson starred
in “Death Wish” a story about an upper middle classhitect who takes justice into his
own hands after his wife is killed by street hoedfu He ventures out on the mean
streets of New York City after dark to kill woul@ lnuggers. “The Taking of Pelham
One Two Three,” which also premiered in 1974, drgred the hijacking of a New York

City subway car by gunmen who held passengers dwé$ta a $1 million ransom. Not

% saki Knafo, “When It Comes To lllegal Drug Use, if¢hAmerica Does The Crime, Black
America Gets The TimeHuffington PostUpdated November 18, 2013,
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/09/17/racialqlsity-drug-use_n_3941346.html (accessed October
25, 2013).
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to be forgotten were the “Blaxploitation” era filrttsat were popular from 1971-1976.
This genre featured gritty anti-heroes, like “SuBbt,” who hustled drugs, glorified the
character of the pimp, and lived the ghetto fabsilifestyle.

In addition to movies mirroring the violent crimegities during the 1970s, other
films such as “The French Connection,” which pramtkin 1971, focused on the
scourge of drugs in urban centers. The film toklgtory of a pair of New York City cops
who worked in the Narcotics Bureau and stumbled drug smuggling ring whose
source had a French connection. In addition tgsirthere was a sense of sleaze and
immorality that served as fertile soil for drugslamnime. In 1976 Robert De Niro starred
in “Taxi Driver.” This was the story of an unstal&tnam veteran who perceived that
decadence and sleaze was overtaking the city. Whtlise of wanton violence, he seeks
to purge the decadence and save a young innoasstttpte from the intemperance
surrounding her.

If films serve as a commentary on social and calthistory, the major films in
the decade of the 1970s suggest that crime and avae beasts that made a mockery of
government in its ability to order civil societfhe wave of crime in America during the
decade of the 1970s made it hard to think thaspcoblems could be solved by
building housing, funding drug rehabilitation pragrs, or improving people’s access to
jobs. The answer was not more social progranvgastto exact punishment for crime.
Therefore, America’s politicians pursued a “toughcoime” stance that was utilized in
order to win the sentiments of the electorate abtthey could be voted into office.

President Richard M. Nixon, for example, was rugriis campaign for re-
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election in 1972 and found his numbers laggindapolls?’ In an effort to boost his
numbers, Nixon touched upon the issue of crimeclwhid the effect of igniting the
interest of voters like a candle wick to flame.xdh announced that public enemy
number one and the chief cause of crime in Amemas illicit drugs. He made a
declaration of war through the media promisingAlngerican people that this scourge
upon the land would be suppressed.

Crime control, however, is largely a function oflividual states and their local
criminal justice forces. The role of the federavgrnment in crime control is limited to
agencies such as the Federal Bureau of InvestigéfiBl) and Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA). Nevertheless, Nixon used thsources available to the federal
branch of government by involving the DEA in a wardrugs to control crime. This
was the first of four federal legislative initiagis focused on controlling drug crinfés.

President Ronald Reagan, a decade later, mademdséeclaration of war on
drugs. Regan increased resources to federal deergcees and enhanced the role of the
federal court system in prosecuting drug offerféeldis administration and the congress
established “12 new regional drug task forces athfffy more than a thousand new FBI
and DEA agents and federal prosecutdfs.”

The national and local media heightened public eamtor the prevalence of

powder cocaine and crack cocaine. SubsequendyAthti-Drug Abuse Acts were

2" Eugene Jarecki;he House | Live InDVD, directed by Eugene Jarecki (Charlotte, NC:
Charlotte Street Films, 2012).

%8 Bush-BasketteMlisguided Justice32.
¥ Mauer, 61.

% Ibid.
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enacted into law at the federal level. This charthedocus from major drug dealers and
treatment, to users and street-level dealers ckaracaine.?! In effect the Anti-Drug
Abuse Acts of 1986 and 1988 are key legislativeoastthat can be considered a third
and fourth declaration of war on drugs by the fatlgovernment.

The sum results of the war on drugs devastatetl#oéd community. After the
key legislative actions of 1986 and 1988 incareenatates skyrocketed. Categories for
new offenses from 1985 to 2000 included violenmeri crimes against property, drug
crimes, and other crimes. Among these offenses chimes accounted for 52 percent of
total new crimes? Over half of individuals admitted to prison in &nica are admitted
for crimes related to drugs.

The United States has an average incarceratiomf&@0 prisoners per 100,000
residents® What is so devastating is that black men age4lB+2merica are
incarcerated at a rate of 3,074 per 100,000 resid&mhis is a rate six times the average
incarceration rate. If we were to look at incaatem among black men for drugs alone,
they are incarcerated on average at an approxiragt®f 1,600 per 100,000 residents.

The statistics indicate that African Americans @isproportionately targeted for
drug prosecutions compared to their white coundet. pThis overrepresentation has been
exacerbated by the war on drugs, which has mudtighe proportion of arrested drug

offenders sentenced to prison and increased tigghlerh time that offenders serve in

%1 Bush-Baskette, 32.

% Mauer, Table 2-1.

% Tyjen Tsai and Paola Scommegna, “U.S. Has WoHikshest Incarceration RatePopulation
Reference Bureawww.prb.org/Publications/Articles/2012/us-incamtéon.aspx (accessed October 22,

2013).

34 Guerino (accessed October 23, 2013).
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prison>® The current drug laws serve to warehouse blackriaues in their prime. After
their release, these black citizens are subjectahat Michelle Alexander calls the “new
Jim Crow.” The “new Jim Crow” is legalized discimation based on the unfortunate
circumstance of being an ex-felon. This form afcdimination is an injustice that
estranges generations of people. This estrangestajen requires advocacy in order to
disband the forces that are suffocating a sigmtig@rtion of the black community.
Before the existence of the Abolitionist Movemehthe 1800s, the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored Peopl@ACP) in 1909, and the Civil
Rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s, there leablack church. The black church
is not monolithic, and is as diverse as its peoplts response to salvation. Some faith
practitioners are attracted to the organizatiotractures and networks of Methodists that
allowed continued fellowship and growth. Some gegbthe autonomy of the Baptists;
others enjoyed Pentecostalism, which promoted sesehspiritual transformation that
was more important a foundation than family, positieconomics, or even churth.
Nonetheless, the black church birthed a prophetiddview that was forged in
the fires of slavery. Cornel West lucidly statbdttthis prophetic worldview began as
soon as African slaves landed upon the shores arismand was treated as chattel for
the white American Christian plantation ownerwés then that they began to
“understand their lives in the light of biblicakts, protestant hymns, and Christian

testimonies.*’

3 Mauer, 167.

3% Anne H. Pinn and Anthony B. PinBlack Church Histor{Minneapolis, Fortress Press, 2002),
102.

37 Cornel WestProphesy DeliverancgRev. Ed., Louisville, Westminster John Knox Press
2002), 15.
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West understands the black church prophetic waelehas developing in stages.
The first stage began in the mid-17th century atdreled through the latter part of the
19" century. This period focused on the critiquelafsry and consisted of black
prophetic Christian views that were critical of fhstitution of slavery”®

The second manifestation of the black Christiarppetic worldview formed in
the late 19 century and extended to the latd'2@ntury. This prophetic stance picked
up where the critique of the institution of slavéeit off. The primary focus of the black
church in this period was the critique of instituial racism. This movement responded
to the majority of Black Americans who were depd\he right to vote, economically
exploited, and socially degrad& The height of this movement localized in the
leadership of a black Baptist preacher named Marther King, Jr. King codified the
prophetic roots of the black churth With the aid of liberal white allies, he mobilize
black and white people against institutional ractsm

Cornel West identified a third and fourth stageéhaf black church prophetic
world view. The third phase is a critique of Whiterth American Theology that
spanned from 1967-1977. This was more of an academic expression in resptmthe
stasis of white theology to the inequalities tHatk Americans faced. The fourth phase
was a response to American Capitalism, which wasvknto produce wealth but was

inefficient in sharing the wealth with the poorganeral and black humanity in

% West, 101.
% |bid., 103.
O lbid.
! |bid.

*2 |bid.
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particular®® Cornel West went a little further and suggested we should be forming a
fifth phase of the prophetic black church worldvied fifth phase extends the Christian
gospel in light of present circumstances in whiad complexities of racism and sexism
are integral to an exploitative capitalist systdrproduction not only in the United
States, but across the glofe.

To be sure, the heart of the black church is initghcits history, which
inextricably knots spirituality and social respdniliy together. It is true that not every
black church practiced a prophetic gospel. Sormietlze leadership, vision, and
resources to address social ills that face its lpempd are hoping for a better experience
in life after death. Yet it is indisputable thddk church practices, worship, and
activities are informed by its confrontation witlawery, which sowed the seeds of its
prophetic worldview.

The black church’s sense of freedom in time andepminseparable from its
theology of God’s grace. This grace is the soofcgistenance through despair, disease,
and ultimately death. Out of this gift of gracevits our black worldview of social
freedom. This is a conviction that faith in Go@ydes the vision and motivation to
work for social transformation on behalf of thedeaf God’s children. That is, being
Christ-like requires a spirituality and commitmémthe lives of those who suffer as
exemplified by the works of Jesus.

Black America surpasses white America in the paparieof our state and federal

prisons because of policies that began in 1972nuhéeguise of a “War on Drugs.”

“3bid., 104.

44 \West, 106.
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This “War” can be coined as racial discriminatiarthe shape of law and order.

It is therefore critical for the Black church toderstand the implications of the
“War on Drugs” for people of color and the policgttbes that must ensue in order to
stem the tide of this insidious racial assault uplack America in general, but in
particular black males ages 20-40. The FBC istiin a community where the “War
on Drugs” will produce arrests and collateral daesathat ultimately estrange black men
in the Renaissance Community. A recent reporttifiesn New Brunswick, a portion of
which is included in the Renaissance Communityresof the 45 towns in New Jersey
with the most Heroin and opiate abd3eThis ultimately must stir the social ire of the
FBC.

Because the black church has a race-sensitivel &iuisstianity that shaped its
activity and action from slavery to freedom; the@GBiust continue to practice this
prophetic worldview particularly in the face of tgeeat injustice of our age: mass
incarceration of black men and women in their pryaars. These black lives are being
warehoused and dehumanized by a racist criminatg@usystem and its laws.

A peculiar gift that Jesus possessed as he went #i® Palestinian communities
of Galilee, Samaria, Judea, Decapolis, etc. waalbilgy to see. As he entered a
community, scripture records that “He saw the nudiés and was moved with
compassion upon them because they fainted” (M&6)9Another gospel records Jesus
as the first to see a blind man and then applydecsalve to the blind man’s eye and

instructed him how to proceed in order to gaindnght (Jn. 9:1-7).

5 New Jersey and Heroin, Part II: 45 Towns withrinest Heroin and opiate abuse,
http://oceancity.patch.com/groups/police-and-fifegpe-mays-neighbor-among-45-towns-in-new-jersey-
with-most-heroin-abuse (accessed April 9, 2014).
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Jesus had the keen ability to see where peoplewetiag and where injustice
was present. Not only did Jesus have the abdisee, He was able to move swiftly and
take action.

Has the Black church lost its ability to see asiSesaw? Has the Black church’s
prophetic worldview dimmed in light of the Barack®&na presidency? Or are we
refusing to see the injustice afoot in the warelmmuef Black lives in America’s prisons
because these people have done the crime and eékertime?

| have taken a controlled survey of the ministiders in the church that |
practice ministry, First Baptist Church of LincaBardens (FBC). The FBC is a diverse
church, but one that functions out of the blackrchiethos. The survey attempts to
measure FBC’s perception of people who commit csianed use drugs. | detail the
project in the next chapter and then interpretrdselts of the project in Chapter 4.
Finally, in the fifth chapter, | attempt to drawnse conclusions that may shed light on
the broader subject of black church response thitjlerate of incarceration of blacks in

America.



CHAPTER 3
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This project is about transforming the way we doisttan Hospitality at the
FBC. This brings me to a text in scripture thdbisnd in the book of Jeremiah saying,
“This is the covenant | will make with the housedsrel after that time, declares the
LORD. | will put my law in their minds and writé on their hearts. | will be their God,
and they will be my people” (Jeremiah 31:33).

The People of Israel were in exile because thelgeboovenant with God.
However, God is promising them future restoratidine obvious question, nonetheless,
is what is to prevent them from breaking the Mosaigenant after they have been
restored? God’s answer through the prophet Jeheimithat the covenant will not be
written on tablets of stone that can be brokenjtowill be inscribed in their minds and
upon their hearts. In other words there will bararer power that moves them towards
obedience and motivates them to keep covenant®@oth That is they will be
transformed not by external rules and regulatibas py the spirit of God.

This project, like the new covenant, is about tfamsation of the spirit that must
first begin with ministry leaders and trickle dotmthe general membership of the FBC.
Therefore, the project seeks to expose the leaigs dtereotypes of those impacted by
the criminal justice system, while simultaneousiggenting them with the opportunity to
respond to the problem. This transformation cdg oacur however if we understand

our attitudes towards those impacted by incarcanati
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Aung San Suu Kyi, who was awarded the Nobel Peaze B 1991 while under
house arrest for six years in Myanmar (formerlyBay, helps us to understand the
process that this project must ignite in the FB&I&rship for transformation to occur.

Let me suggest that when it comes to addresssugssthat directly affect blacks,
it may be conceived that sources outside of thekiathurch may not be readily accepted
because these sources are not able to relate Iettieexperience, the black religious
experience, and the black church. This was a jpopugument for the exclusivity of
blacks finding solutions to their own problems dgrthe era of the Black Power
Movement. If whites were part of the black powerv@ment it might be construed that
liberal white strategists were behind black liberatnd not blacks themselves and
would contribute to the idea of black inferiority.

However, | have used the strategy implemented bygAsan Suu Kyi in the
struggle for democracy in her country because iildvde unwise for any leader, whether
it be the leader of human rights struggle for dipalar group of people or local black
church leader, to ignore strategies that have prguecessful simply because it did not
evolve out of their own cultural experience. Sachapproach is foolish.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s strategy of non viaolee in the struggle for African-
American Civil Rights was inspired by Mahatma Gatsdleadership and the struggle for
Indian nationalism over British rule. To be sufree solutions to local issues can be
gleaned from a global context. It is because isfibason that Burma’s struggle for
democracy is instructive for this project.

Aung San Suu Kyi was a key figure in her countbattle for democracy against

! The Basis of Black Power, http://www.marxists.bigtory/usa/workers/black-
panthers/unknown-date/black-power.htm (accessed3Mag014).
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dictatorship. The way her county’s revolution caabeut, she said, was not by
“changing policies and institutions with a viewan improvement in material
conditions.? Change must be born of the conviction to changetat attitudes and
values that shape the current course of Burma’safivhar) development argued Aung
San Suu Kyi. It cannot be a change of laws buttines change of spirit. Aung San
Suu Kyi said, “Without a revolution of the spirihe forces that produced iniquities of the
old order would continue to be operative and a @orighreat to the process of reform
and regeneratiort”

The process for the revolution of the spirit in trensformation of Burma
(dictatorship) to Myanmar (democracy) was in thpads: the people must first see, then
feel, and ultimately act. All three parts of thregess must be buoyed by courage. It
takes courage to move from our parochial focussaadthe needs and truths of the world
around us. It takes courage to feel the truthaares conscience that will propel us into
the integrity, dignity, and worth of being humn.

The goal of the project therefore is to get theléahip in the FBC to see the
human rights issues entangled in the mesh of iecation. See our own fear, anger, and
ignorance as it relates to the issue of incarcanand then challenge them. After seeing
we must come to feel or empathize with the paitho$e affected by the impact of
incarceration. Once we see and feel we must tbien a

The project targets the leadership of the FBC foowple reasons. First it would

2 Aung San Suu Kyi and Michael Arisreedom From Fear: And Other Writingsondon:
Penguin Books, 1995), 180-186.

® Ibid.

* Ibid.
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be difficult to administer the project to a chuwith a 7,000 plus membership. This
would be an unruly undertaking. The leadershithefchurch was targeted because it is
much easier to hold them accountable. Secondkynity belief that change must first
occur in the leadership before it can occur indtvegregation. The congregation follows
leaders; leaders have a followership. This iseszabse people follow leaders who are
trustworthy and stable. Moreover, good leadefgfobther leaders. Joshua had to
follow Moses many years before he took up the lesidle mantle. So did Elisha, who
followed Elijah and Peter who followed Jesus.

The transformation process of seeing, feeling,autohg is what the project seeks
to generate. The establishment of a lay advisomynaittee, survey, video, interviews,
and panel discussion are the tools that were ushdlp the FBC leadership begin this
transformation process.

The Apostle Paul was a great communicator of trspgoand evangelizer for
Christianity across Palestine, Asia Minor, andnuidtiely the world. But prior to this he
was a feared persecutor of anyone who followetietWay” of Jesus. As he seethed
with anger against Christ’s disciples, he headegitds Damascus with authorization
from the Jerusalem high priest, to capture andisoprany believer who belonged to the
“Way” so that the believers could be punished lf@itabandonment of Pharisaic-styled
Judaism.

However, Paul, then called Saul, temporarily lostsight after encountering the
glory of the risen Jesus while on the Damascus.r&siil regained his sight only after
one of the Lord’s disciples, named Ananias, pragedaul so that he was filled with the

Holy Spirit and it was as if “scales fell from Sautyes (Acts 9:1-18).”
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This story is symbolic of FBC's inability to seesally the issues surrounding
incarcerated individuals and families. Though Gaglory overshadowed Saul and
shifted his course of action, Saul needed Anamiassist him in order for the scales to
fall from his eyes and see clearly. Sometimes &oburch requires assistance to see
clearly. However, one must understand the exastore for the inability to see clearly in
order to address the issue.

| suspect that the congregation at FBC is unabtede” the plight of the
incarcerated because of two prevalent reasonsnatand shame. Those impacted by the
criminal justice system are shameful about theilityeand do not want others to know.
This is especially true in an atmosphere whereyewver is dressed in their Sunday best
andappearsto be above shame or reproach. Families areulearbssociation with the
criminal justice system because of the sense titdt anh association deteriorates social
standing in a community, church, and circle ofride. Exposure under these
circumstances can be devastating. To avoid suatidahe, it is better to keep it to one’s
self.

Families and individuals understand that disclosutée church about their
family and loved ones who are under the authoffithe criminal justice system can
become painful. Stigma on the part of those naatly impacted by the criminal justice
system see the issue of incarceration and itsectiasues of probation and parole as a
problem for “those people.” In this instance itynee that the theology of Proverbs is in
play for those not impacted directly by incarcemati“A good man will obtain favor from
the LORD, but He will condemn a man who devised @ioverbs 12:2).”

In other words, the families and individuals aré g@od Christian folk. They
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reap what they sow; they received their just desdfurthermore, those who are victims
of crime that are in the congregation may be unab&ympathize with those who

experienced incarceration.

My hope is that FBC will be a station of healing families impacted by the
criminal justice system by creating an atmosphieae welcomes, supports, and nurtures.
We support members felled by sickness, hospitadizagnd shut-in due to terminal
illness. In the same way we can support familresiadividuals who are impacted by
incarceration. We have the ability to create amosphere that diminishes shame and
stigma, while supporting the masses of its memingpacted by the criminal justice
system.

In order to verify my suspicion that stigma andrakaare obstructing FBC’s
ability as a congregation to see the plight ofitfearcerated, | need to identify the thing
that has depleted our sight in regards to thosadtegl by incarceration. One of my first
tasks therefore was to establish a lay advisorynsitiee (LAC).

| canvassed several members in the church basttwrheadership roles and
experience with incarcerated individuals. The Lédhsisted of six individuals including
myself. Lester Shelley was selected to serve erlL&C because he has personal
experience with the impact of incarceration. Shathamberlayne, an Associate
Minister at FBC, has experience as a social warkére New Jersey Department of
Corrections. Doctor William Campbell, the Directd Pastoral Care, agreed to serve on
the LAC. His participation was valued becauseshe pastoral care counselor at FBC
and would have some understanding of the innepfithe congregation. Ernestine

Winfrey was another participant and was selecteduse of her extensive background in
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social service. Finally, Doyal Siddell was selddia his position on the Deacon Board.
The full bios of each LAC member can be found irpApdix A.

The LAC met initially in 2012 to discuss the prdjpcospectus. There was
guestions seeking clarification of the prospedbus,eventually the LAC was in full
support of the project. The group met five timeduding in person gatherings and
conference calls.

In an attempt to get an understanding of what ntighthe obstruction that
hinders the congregation at the FBC from seeingsthees that affect those impacted by
the criminal justice system, the first tool thatswesed was a survey. The survey was
shared with the LAC. We met as a team for luncé local diner to determine what type
of survey would meet our needs. | mentioned thsatraey existed but | would need
permission to use it.

Faye Taxman, the Director of the Center for AdvagdCorrectional Excellence,
gave permission to use the survey that she designede in churches. The Center is
housed in the Criminology, Law, and Society Departof George Mason University in
Fairfax, Virginia.

| discovered that such a survey existed througltamgact with Harold Dean
Trulear, Ph.D. Dr. Trulear is the director of agmam called “Healing Communities.”
The Healing Communities program offers a frameworkaith communities that seek to
engage congregations in the restoration and heafipgople in their own congregations
affected by crime, incarceration, and reintegrasifiar prison or jail.

The survey was distributed to particular ministrgugps in the congregation

rather than the general population of memberss Wais done because it is much easier



40

to hold accountable small groups of leaders ircthech than the broader congregation.
| visited the various ministry groups (deacons, memnistry, young adult ministry, and
prison ministry) to explain the project and solttigir participation.

The survey was then distributed via Survey Monkewyeb-based survey
solutions provider. A web link was emailed to gaaticipants. The LAC believed that
ministry members would be forthcoming with answterthe questions if the survey were
self-administered. That is, it was anonymous anddcbe answered in the privacy of a
participant’s home or wherever they felt comforéabl

The objective of the survey research was two-fludlescribe and to explore.
The survey gathered some descriptive assertiond #fo® FBC ministry leaders. These
descriptive assertions included age, sex, memlgergbars of membership, frequency of
attendance among participants. The primary purmodescription of differences rather
than explanation. The other purpose of the survey was to exploregmgions of the
FBC ministry leader’s attitudes of incarcerated &orcherly incarcerated individuals.

The survey uses scale construction to measureblesibased on responses to
more than one questionnaire item. One type oksesed in the survey is tBogardus
Social Distance ScaleThis scale tries to measure the willingnes$iefRBC ministry
leaders to associate with incarcerated or formadgrcerated individuals. For example,
the survey asked for scaled responses to statemartisas, | would be willing to be
friends with an offender, | would not mind livingxt door to an offender, and | would
not mind one of my children dating an offenderw# knowhow manyelationships

with offenders/ex-offenders the FBC ministry leaderll accept, we should also get a

® Earl Babie Survey Research Method&® ed. (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Company,
1990), 52.
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sense ofvhichthey will accepf

Another method used in the survey was the useatdrsients rather than
guestions. This method was used because it isrtargdo determine the extent to which
respondents hold a particular attitude or perspettiikert items(i.e., strongly agree,
agree, disagree, strongly disagree) were usedijuiection with theBogardus Social
Distance Scalstatements to summarize the respondent’s perspecti

In addition to statements and scaling measuresuhey included a couple
open-ended questions where respondents were askeoMde their own answers to the
guestions.

Because | was involving human subjects in my reseaarior to participating in
the survey potential participants were requiredamplete an informed consent
(Appendix C). As partners in my research, theydedeo understand that they had a
choice and were not required to participate. Tdresent outlined research procedures,
risks, benefits, confidentiality, participation,dacontact information if they had
guestions or wanted to report a research relatanlgm. The contact section also
provided contact for the Director of the Doctoihistry Program at Drew University if
participants had questions or comments regardigig tights as a participant in the
research. The consent form was signed and datpdrtigipants and returned to me.

The survey was offered on Survey Monkey for apprately two months. The
initial survey was administered to approximatel participants in the various ministry

groups (Appendix D). Thirty-nine of the 100 pagpents began the survey; however,

% Babie, 166.

"bid., 127.
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only 33 completed the survey.

The participants were asked to take the same sayay (Appendix E).
However, the survey could only be taken again afegching a 27-minute video called
“Enfolding Ex-Prisoners” featuring Harold Dean Teat, a seminary professor at
Howard Universities’ school of Theology. The lotiehind this method is to permit the
analysis of data over time. Though members optiulation from the first survey to
the second may change over time, by comparingatbhd tnight gain insight on the shift
in perceptions. Twenty individuals began the sdcaurvey, but only 14 completed it.

In order to understand what Dr. Trulear discusseke video “Enfolding Ex-
Prisoners,” a transcript of the interview can benfd in Appendix H. However, |
summarize the video in the following paragraph.

The video was used as a tool to gauge FBC chusshbrars attitudes towards
people entangle with the criminal justice systerhe video begins by posing the
guestion, “what would life be like if you were dedid by the worst thing you have ever
done?” Host suggests that, as a society, we dmilin ex-prisoners. To be sure, the use
of the term “ex-prisoner”/"ex-offender” is an alemg term because it tethers
individuals recklessly to their past. Perhapstémm, “returning citizen” is best in
reestablishing their lives as people who are patteocommunity.

The video touched on “collateral damages” of redeafter incarceration:

¢ Housing — disqualified from public housing in sostates

e Job — discrimination in employment

e Education — denied federal grant opportunities

e Citizenship — states control whether or not ex+udfers can vote

In addition to collateral damages, the video higjitied the fact that returning

citizens experience stigma/shame of their pase vitleo also suggested that the general
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population does not necessarily care about thétpdifthe incarcerated, but are more
concerned with their self-interest in keeping offers at a distance.

The video talks about why faith based institutians the ideal incubators for
welcoming returning citizens. The best tools faiffsed institutions posses is not the
ability to line up employment opportunities or megtthe housing needs of returning
citizens, but the faith institution’s imbedded cué of transformation and relationship
building. When a church, synagogue, or mosque thes® tools, they create a network
of support around returning citizens that can iaseetheir chances of success upon their
return to a community. This network of supportase built not only when someone
comes home, but also more importantly while theviddal is incarcerated.

The video suggests that church tends to addresssihe of incarceration as a
specialized ministry, but it really should functiconjointly in its pastoral care work.
Some mention was made about children of inmatesamaechool aged and struggling
while parents are incarcerated or having difficatijusting to a parent who is returning
home.

After completing the survey phase of the projetiedan the final phase that
involved exit interviews with a select few partiaigs. There were three participants and
they were all female. | did not receive any malkuateers for the in person interviews.
The participants were members of the young adulistny and were between the ages
20-25.

The participants agreed verbally in addition togig the informed consent to
participate in the interview. | stated that | wablike to record the interviews for

accuracy, but if they felt uncomfortable with treewf an audio recording device they
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were free to say no.

The interviews were conducted in two places, a mgebom in the church and
the church administrative offices which is in deliént location from the church. The
interview was recorded with the verbal consentefiarticipants. The in-person
interviews presented some advantages over theysbhegause they allowed for visual
impressions such as facial expressions, gesturddyady language. The audio
recording was used to enhance the precision ofabdliection.

Although there were advantages to the in-persami@ws and the audio
recording, there were equal disadvantages. Rewptbe interviews could affect the
participant’s response. That is the participaotssciousness of being recorded may
impede freedom of response. Also, my presencepassan of authority in the church
may have impacted the responses of the young paduitipants. The interviews have
been transcribed and are included in Appendix éid hot transcribe every word of the
interview. | have determined to focus on portiohthe conversation.

The surveys, video, and interviews all assisteakelping the FBC leadership
“see” the issues facing the incarcerated. Buidba of a documentary screening that
focused on how the “War on Drugs” contributed te igsue of incarceration coupled
with a panel discussion came later. | did not phas aspect of the project. However, a
Baptist church in Newark was hosting the screenirthe documentary; “The House |
Live In” which documented the beginning of the wardrugs in the early 1970’s begun
by the Nixon Administration through the Clinton ygalt also gave cogent arguments
why the war on drugs has failed and strategiesadeenfiorward.

| brought this to the attention of William Campbeto served on the LAC. |
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suggested that this would be a great tool to baitgntion to the issue. He was in
agreement. He set up a conference call with sombkerknew in the New Jersey
Attorney General’s office. We exchanged ideas strategies. However, they wanted to
take this part of the project in a direction thatufsed on the health concerns associated
with drug use. | did not follow up with their suggjions and after a while thought that
pursuing this would take too much time to put tbget So | stopped pursuing this aspect
of the project.

My LAC member was clearing his desk one day anddfnbto my attention the
idea for the documentary screening. He asked, tWappened to this?” It was then that
| decided to commit to the panel discussion. &maged a date and decided with my LAC
member that the panel should consist of a legislattucator, and clergy. | sought out
congress woman Bonnie Watson Coleman to particqatée panel. She is a New
Jersey State Assemblywoman who was instrumenfallimg legislation together that
benefited people with criminal convictions. Theieator was Dr. Carl Hart, a
neuroscientist at Columbia University who wroteraumnd breaking book on his own
experience as a black man growing up in the glodtddiami Florida and his research on
drug use. Finally, a clergy member was needednoect faith and compassion to the
discussion.

| was not able to get Bonnie Watson Coleman, dieetschedule and was
unable to secure a New Jersey legislator in tirrlawever, the documentary and panel
discussion went well. It was well attended notydny FBC congregants and leadership,
but by community residents. The discussions wassipnate and after the program

people were amazed that such human rights vioktiere being perpetrated. The
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documentary and discussion opened their eyes tgghe in a way that was dramatic and
conveyed a sense of urgency. Two members of my s#iported the panel discussion
with their presence and encouraged me to takerthegb beyond requirement for

fulfilling my D.Min and to pursue a change in thdtare of the FBC.



CHAPTER 4
PROJECT EVALUATION

The project has been described in Chapter 3, nevartthuous task of evaluation.
| describe the evaluation process as arduous bedagaot simply presenting the
findings of my survey data. Certainly, the evalaincludes this process; however, it is
more than presenting my findings.

The evaluation of the project has two distinct ganbserving change and
discerning transformatiohObserving change involves a comparison of theathur
context prior to the project intervention. It sijmplentifies a change in activity, habits,
nuanced shifts in behavior, shifts in narrative, €fhe second part is discerning
transformation. This is a permanent shift in dute, appearance or character that is
progressive and positive. It is difficult to gethandle on transformation. Hence, it is a
more challenging process compared to observinggehan

Heretofore, | will look first at the changes obsshin the FBC as it relates to the
opportunity to expand the congregations understanali Christian hospitality towards
individuals impacted by the criminal justice system

In order to understand the changes that | obsanvtee FBC ministry site, | must
first take an ecological approach. In other wotdsust understand my ministry context

in light of the larger cultural context. To be suany faithful adherent to the gospel of

! carl Savage and William Presnéllarrative Research in Ministry: A Postmodern Resbar
Approach for Faith Communitigtouisville: Wayne E. Oats Institute, 2008), 123.

a7
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Jesus lives counter to the influences of cultitewever, As H. Richard Niebuhr
insightfully argues in his classic worhrist and Culture Christ transforms culture.In
other words we can live counter culturally withaupacting the culture or the Christian
can seek to transform the culture to God’s glddne eschews culture the other impacts
culture.

The culture casts a negative persona on inaezeindividuals. “Reality
television,” a genre of television programming whfdms unscripted situations and
actual occurrences as they happen between and atharagters, has impacted the way
the culture views those under the criminal justigstem. Without dispute, most media
imagery of those under the criminal justice systexs always been negative. With
reality TV flooding television programming, depamti of inmates in reality programs
such as “Lockdown,” “Lockup,” and “Prison Break'ht#s to stereotype prison life as
violent. There is no sensationalism in documentirggmundane reality of prison life
that is the case 95 percent of the time. Therefoaucers focus on the few incidents
that generate shock value. Ultimately this hurthviduals in re-entry because they will
battle these negative stereotypes for most of tiveis after release.

Daniel Kahneman in his New York Times bestselliogl Thinking, Fast and
Slowexplores the mind and argues that there are twiersgsthat drive the way we think.
Kahneman asserts that System One functions autatiativithout effort and without

voluntary controf It is intuitive and impulsive. System Two iswslbecause it must

2 H. Richard NiebuhrChrist and CulturgNew York: Harper & Row, 1951).

% Daniel KahnemariThinking, Fast and Slo§New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2011), 20.
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exert effort to assess data and is reluctant teshnmore effort than is needét.is
rational and cautious, but lazy. According to Kaman, System One is the locus that
originates impressions and feelings that becomeliberate choices of System Two.

| raise Kahneman'’s work here because it bringsfio¢us the working of our
mind and how forms of media described in the paalgabove can condition our
perceptions of incarcerated individuals. Kahnemgpiains that our actions and
emotions can be “primed” by events of which weraveaware. This effect threatens our
belief that we have full control over our judgmeatsl choices.

So when we see the negative images of incarceradedduals we are “primed”
via System One to internalize what we see andraetsubconscious level. This sounds
very trivial, but priming effects can dramaticaihfluence expectations and decision-
making. The ecological framework in conjunctiorthwiast and slow systems of
thinking, which Khaneman brings to the table, s way in which | must begin to
understand my ministry context.

The project survey has uncovered several realititse FBC context. First,
survey participant’s normal place of worship is HRBC. They regularly attend worship
service on a weekly basis. All consider themsetodse Christian and practice the
discipline of prayer daily.

| conducted in person interviews with a few youdgles who fall in the age
range of 21-30. The discussion revealed that igtvmedia has an impact on how they

see reality. A pair of interviewees would mentreality shows such as “llyana, Fix My

4 Kahneman, 31.

® Ibid., 21.
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Life” and “Scared Straight” as their references.

This discovery is an indicator of the external &s¢o which Christians are
subject. Kahneman’s priming effect, thereforeas simply a theory, but a reality in
how we interpret the world around us.

The survey revealed that a high percentage ofgyaattits would punish a person
who had committed a crime based on the type ofecdommitted. However, when the
general statement is made, “I punish a person valsalbne something that | think is
wrong” without any reference to the type of crimese to 45 percent of respondents fell
in the neutral category. Originally, | interpretidis response as an easy way for the
participants to be non-committal. However, after interviews, | discovered that some
participants believed the question too generaltamte the reason for the neutral
response.

| then moved from the general to more specificrdts, categorizing by violent
crime (murder, rape, assault), non-violent crinabdery, white-collar), and drug crimes
(distribution, use). As stated most respondentsldvenact punishment against
individuals for the crimes committed in the categementioned. With the exception of
violent crimes, respondents tend to feel that tirmedoes not hurt them personally.
This sentiment is most pronounced when it comekug crimes. Punishment for crime
in the minds of the respondents is a normal andentable response to wrongdoing.

One might think that survey respondents were aftepersonally by crime to
have such concrete thoughts on crime and punishnWé¢hen respondents were asked if
any of them were victims of crimes, such as thedt burglary, and physical threats to

their person a small percentage responded affimelgiti As it relates to crime
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approximately 100 percent of respondents feelisatteeir neighborhoods.

However, when it comes to methods of reducing cri@depercent of respondents
are in favor of providing more treatment, jobs, addicational programs in a correctional
setting to address problems that contribute toerifhis suggests that most of the
respondents believe in “rehabilitation” as the @ipurpose of prison and jails.
Punishing criminals who are caught and convicted agreed upon by only 27 percent of
respondents while approximately 55 percent disabveth the statement. Eighteen
percent remained neutral. Hence, reducing crim&doy of “deterrence” placing
individuals in prison without services with the leagmat offenders will be inhibited by the
threat of being placed back behind bars has a app&al to respondents. Interestingly
when it comes to reducing crime by way of “incapetn,” that is keeping offenders
behind bars so that they are not free to commtesi against people on the outside, 39.4
percent of respondents are neutral, while 45.5gpedisagree with the mechanism of
“incapacitation.” Again, the respondents in thetnal category may be swayed for or
against “incapacitation” depending on the typerohe committed.

When asked about close family members experienttetiae criminal justice
system, the survey revealed that approximatelyed@emt have family members who
have been arrested, 55 percent have close famitybmes that have been convicted of a
crime, 58 percent of their close family memberseséttime in jail, and 58 percent have
close family members who have been on probaticomc€rning the participants
themselves, a high percentage of them have noiexgerwith the criminal justice
system. However, 21 percent have revealed thatitaee been arrested and 6 percent

have been convicted of a crime.
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The knowledge that a substantial percentage oiicpgaanhts are able to identify
family members who have once been or are presemidycerated and a few project
participants themselves who have spent time iropras jail is a new reality in the
church. This phenomenon also reminds us thanibighe ones who are whole who need
the church. Itis the infirmed and way ward soul.

The church members and their families are suffefiogn the same cultural
phenomenon that affects those outside the chuelnticipation in black church culture
may cause us to dress in our finest, speak ni¢édiegh, smile, and shake hands with
each other as if we are under no pressure from*‘iNdy should the world be over-wise,
in counting all our tears and sighs? No, let thoey see us, while we wear the mask.”

The American cultural phenomenon of mass incarnceramhakes common place
families with loved ones under the control of theninal justice system. This is
something few families faced prior to the “War oruBs” that was launched in the
1970s, but is now an intrinsic part of American ifigriife. The survey reveals that FBC
in particular and suggests that the church in gédrage not tuned into how real people
living in families and communities under these emstances respond to and cope with
issues of incarceration, probation, parole, ets.aAesult people suffer in silence. They
will seek help from God in private prayer, but witht seek the support of the church.
The experience of faith in God becomes more prigatéfar less communal.

The FBC members are suffering the effects of thminal justice system and are
in need of healing. Incarceration has wreaked natemotional, and social havoc in

the lives of the FBC that has gone unawares. Hewéithey were not asked in an

® Paul Laurence Dunbadryrics of Lowly Life: The Poetry of Paul Laurencaribar (Seacaucus,
NJ: Citadel Press, 1984), 167.
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anonymous survey they would not have revealed gesonal or family situations. This
phenomenon of incarceration that is now intrinsi&imily life in America cannot be
eschewed by the church and made to be somethigglanivorld is liable to be
subjected and/or responsible for addressing. hhech must transform the culture of
incarceration so that it holds minimal power over taith community.

As suggested by their response to the purposecafdaration, most survey
participants agree that the primary purpose isbhiitation. They believe that those who
once were caught in the throes of criminal actieéy change their ways. This belief is
consistent with the tradition of salvation throulgsus the Christ. That is, we were once
at enmity with God, but have been reconciled thhodigsus and are being renewed by the
transformation of our minds (Romans 12:2).

Nonetheless, as indicated in an interview with m@spondent, she does not
believe she possess the “gift” to minister to indlials who have been subject to
incarceration. She feels that individuals who hsivalar experience would better serve
them.

This belief needs further exploration because misleading. While it is true that
one might be able to identify closely with the est@ece of another if one has had the
same or similar experience, it is not true thaséheho do not have the same experience
are unable to be of assistance. This belief ircthech suggests that only people
equipped for prison ministry can be effective imrisiering to those affected by the
criminal justice system.

What this participant must understand as well gsatimer with the same belief is

that the FBC only needs to reorient its existirgpreces towards families and individuals
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affected by the criminal justice system. Theredgequirement for people with
specialized gifts or a specialized ministry in artteeffectively serve those impacted by
incarceration. We respond to illness and hospatbn through the ethos of the entire
church, this ethos can be effectively translatethése imprisoned and in re-entry.

The survey and project reveals that a change tdireuis needed at the FBC. The
ministry of reconciliation has been given to usaaghole, not to specialized individuals
or groups (Corinthians 5:18). What is needed aFB€ is a corporate sense of
reconciliation, forgiveness, and healing that carabcessed by anyone who is hurting.
This corporate sense must be undergirded by therartcadition of Christian hospitality
that welcomes the stranger. As Dr. Harold Dearelinussuggests, the preaching, music,
conversations, and testimonies must reveal theeetingregations ownership of a
ministry of hospitality to all, and not just thesion of the pastor or a specialized
ministry.

In order to minister to families impacted by criar& incarceration, the culture of
the FBC must be open to persons with criminal @eand their families so that they are
free to share their experiences and strugglestivitltongregation because it is a safe
space for them. This does not suggest that tiffeinges are excused. At the same time
that they are welcomed, they are held accountatden@ved towards repentance and
renewal’

| have presented the findings of my research ptoyaach has revealed the way

the FBC thinks about those affected by incarcenadind the criminal justice system.

" W. Wilson Goode Sr., Charles E. Lewis Jr., anddtthbean Truleaninistry with Prisoners &
Families: The Way Forwar{\Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 2011), 171.

8 bid., 173.
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However, an important aspect of the project isiscaler if there was a marked change
in the ministry context after the project intervent

The initial survey gauged the context of the FB@ipigants prior to any
intervention that would provide them with anothentext to understand those affected
by the criminal justice system. The interventibattprovided them with an alternate
reality was a 27-minute video that discussed thbtyeof incarcerated and returning
citizens and ways the church could embrace themy Were required to take the same
survey again after the video.

The second survey revealed a marked change inBBeparticipant’s attitudes
towards those impacted by the criminal justiceayst When asked if they agreed with
the statement, “I would be willing to be friendshvan offender” prior to viewing the
video 54 percent of respondents agreed, 23 pewsnet neutral, and 23 percent
disagreed. After seeing the video, 81 percenegppondents agreed, 13 percent remained
neutral, and 6 percent disagreed. Similarly wheked if they agreed with the statement,
“I would not mind living next door to an offendeptior to the video 20 percent agreed,
43 percent were neutral, and 37 percent disagrelesvever, after the video 44 percent
agreed, 31 percent were neutral, and 25 percesqreisd.

Relating to those who are impacted by the crimustice system, as if they are
part of your family, as they become part of theyoofiChrist is probably a stringent test
of one’s willingness to be welcoming and practiositality as practiced by the early
church.

When asked if they agreed with the statement, ‘Uldkmot mind one of my

children dating an offender,” three percent of cegfents agreed, 28 percent were
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neutral, and 69 percent disagreed. However, Isugsrised with the change that
occurred after respondents viewed the video. @éiripercent of respondents agreed
with the statement, 38 percent were neutral, anpebfent disagreed.

This suggests that some respondents were willimpamge their view after being
introduced to a different context wherein one iptets the circumstances of those
impacted by the criminal justice system. Here lewe Niebuhr's theology of Christ
changing culture comes to the forefront of howdherch can move people towards
impacting the broader culture for the glory of God.

However, | am careful to discern that what | hagerbable to measure in my
project is change and not transformation. | dosugigest that | am able to measure
transformation through survey and establish sometoeark pointing me towards the
change in structure or cultural change in the FBGe project is only one dimensional
and not sufficient a tool to gauge transformation.

To be sure, there has been a change in the suavggipants understanding and
view of those affected by incarceration after tha@gxt’s intervention. But change is not
progress, it is what it is, change. The projesthat solved anything. Respondents are
not empowered by the project itself to move towardtange in culture. The work of
transformation is a lengthy process that revolutienhe way we “see, feel, and act”
about incarceration. It requires ongoing effootbting the FBC in harmony with the
vision of hospitality towards strangers impactedhsy criminal justice system.

My ongoing involvement in addressing the issuesosunding the incarcerated,
returning citizens, and their families have undeegtransformation. | use

transformation and not change here because Wwkin progress. When | began the
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project | was not sure of my ability to undertake task.

| am fairly new to the FBC. | have been in attaradahere for approximately five
years. | transferred from the Abyssinian Baptistfch in Harlem, where | was a
member for at least 20 years, after which | becanmember of the FBC about three
years ago.

| began as a volunteer in FBC’s prison ministrit@tnception. No one in my
family had been under the control of the crimingitice system and | had no encounter
with the law where | sustained any arrests or adrons.

The Associate Pastor who was responsible for fagrthe ministry was my site
advisor. Prior to graduating seminary a requirenfi@ngraduation was to do an
internship at a ministry site with a site advisgparting on my progress to the seminary.
| was asked to serve as a volunteer coordinatah®prison ministry. | knew nothing
about the issues that the incarcerated and thmeiliés faced. However, | was willing to
learn, grow, and be transformed.

After serving on the ministry for a couple yeaesgdership was thrust upon me
when the Associate Pastor who began the minisfirydgpastor a church in south Jersey.
My leadership consisted of maintaining regular nmgst an advisory committee, putting
together a handbook, providing outside trainingni@ntors, and establishing meetings
for the family of incarcerated to talk about issoésoncern to them.

With my enroliment into the Worship, Spiritualignd Preaching program at
Drew and the challenge to think about a narrativeoacern, | began to think about the
issues that the ministry was charged to addreaglifferent way. It became less a

concern of maintaining meetings and volunteer residities for the ministry group, but
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how the entire FBC culture could be transformenhinister to the incarcerated and their
families.

The need to reach out to the various ministriesthadl leaders in order to
develop a controlled group of participants for pineject has ratcheted up my leadership
abilities. The project has forced me to reachsministry lines, as it were, and
convince the leadership and ministry volunteers tii project was important not only to
me and the successful completion of my course warkit would bring a new level of
understanding to ministry groups that encouraget wgork together as a unit. That is,
though the outreach ministries of the church famuslifferent particulars, it does not
preclude us from working as a unit. In a microcp#ns symbolized the beginning of the
transformative work that the project would initiate

However, on a personal level, my transformatiorapegith a different way of
thinking about the issue of incarceration and thog®acted by it. | began to take greater
ownership of the project upon the formation of éldwisory committee. The committee
pushed me to consider how the effort | was involvedould go beyond an exercise to
complete academic requirements and take seriouslyransformative potential the
project has for the FBC community.

My embracing of the charge has created opportenitieere | have expanded my
networks beyond the FBC community. | have joirtezlWnion County Re-entry Task
force. Currently, there is a Middlesex County Régprogram that is forming and are
seeking steering committee member. | have voarateto serve. | have also networked
with the Drug Policy Alliance group to look at polisolutions to the incarceration

epidemic that stems mainly from the “war on drug8s a result of this relationship |
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have had the opportunity to expand my sphere afente on the subject matter (see
Appendix 1). | have also formed relationships wilile New Jersey Department of
Corrections through the Chaplaincy Program. | hmenections with a program called
“Mountain View,” which is housed at Rutgers Univigrs Mountain View provides
individuals who have been incarcerated with an apjpity to complete a college
education if they have demonstrated an abilityd@lbccessful in an academic setting.

The above contacts and networks have provided esgrability to connect the
incarcerated, families of the incarcerated andrnétg citizens to resources that can
assist them in their effort to be reoriented batk their communities as well as make the
FBC a more welcoming community to those impactethbgrceration.

For example, the Senior Pastor of the FBC explainede that a member of the
congregation was concerned about her son who isrdly incarcerated in a New Jersey
State Correctional Facility. | was able to conthet member, inquire about her concern,
and ask how she envisioned the FBC helping harasl able to make a call to my
contacts at the New Jersey Department of Corrextiget essential information, share it
with the incarcerated individual’'s mother and recoend a strategy for preparing her son
for reentrance into the community.

Additionally, | have engaged with the Drug Policlli&nce of New Jersey to host
a screening of the documentary, “The House | Live A panel discussion will follow
the documentary. | have been able to pull togetkperts in the field to open up
dialogue with the church and the broader commuomtyhe impact the war on drugs has
on communities of color.

| am included on the panel and will discuss thesatag war on drugs is not
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simply an effort to reduce the spread of illegaiceéics in our communities, but has been
complicated by the racial profiling of mostly blagien. This has created human rights
violations that are similar to Jim Crow laws tharesprevalent in the pre Civil Rights
era. This of course is a policy issue that thetdes community needs to be educated
about and enlisted in changing public policy anagdaws.

| do not believe that | would have made these etriflit were not for my
involvement in the Doctor of Ministry project. &he immersed my self into the subject,
which has led me towards a personal transformation.

Although the Doctor of Ministry project has sowreds of transformation in my
leadership qualities and ability to address theatiae of concern on a personal level, it
has not been able to impact the culture of the magion. As | mentioned earlier, the
project has shown me that people are willing tongesonce they have been educated on
the impact the criminal justice system has on ticaricerated and their families.
However, change is not transformation. Transformnanvolves systems that must be in
place in order to affect lasting change.

Therefore, in the fifth and final chapter of thi®ject, | will offer strategies that
will address ways in which the FBC can be transtatras a whole, not simply a ministry
within the church, but a hospitable community tiwatcomes strangers who are impacted

by the criminal justice system.



CHAPTER 5
CONCLUSION

As discussed in the previous chapter, the restittsegoroject indicate that after
the issue of incarceration is presented to the rmagion in a manner that transforms the
images that the world presents of those affectetthé&ygriminal justice system, change
occurs. There is change in their perception, hatrder for transformation to take place
in their hearts, all three cycles of the processirgy, feeling, acting must come to
fruition. A change in perception must include armte in practice or action. If we only
see, we can talk intelligently about the problerhrmt be moved to act. We become
tinkling glass or a sounding cymbal: all talk ndstance.

The project has affected me personally. | have leegaged in the process of
transformation described by Aung San Suu Kyi beeddmave become more involved in
the issue of incarceration since the start of tiogept. This transformation, | have
discovered, is not linear; nonetheless, seeing beigte priming phase while feeling and
acting may shift positions. However, one canrmtransform without both feeling and
acting. All three must interact for true transfation.

Moreover, as a result of working on the projecavé envisioned a “better future”
or a change in culture at the FBC (this is pathefseeing process). According to

Marcus Buckingham, “What defines a leader is heopcupation with the future;” he

61
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carries a vivid image of what the future could be ¢his image propels him forwatd.
Leaders rally people towards an envisioned futlieerefore, the project has helped me
discover leadership qualities within that are awndlly being fashioned.

| have envisioned a future for the FBC that invel@hristian hospitality, which
causes not simply a ministry in the church to foeaghe plight of the incarcerated and
their families, but a shift in culture where thdienchurch engages the practice of
Christian hospitality that enfolds those who exgece incarceration. To be sure this
envisioned future is not custom made for familied andividuals impacted by the
criminal justice system alone; it is an envisiohg&dre that encompasses a model of
pastoral care for the church.

Nonetheless, the question remains — what kind akwgoneeded to move the
FBC toward the envisioned future of Christian htapgy? Moreover, after the work has
begun, what is the quality of the community that e built? Will it be temporal or will
it have lasting effects on how the church as a canity of believers does ministry at the
FBC?

First let me address the kind of work that is néledemove the FBC toward the
envisioned future. As | suggested in Chapter @ RBC must possess the ability to “see”
what Jesus sees. An example of this is foundargtspel of Mark. Jesus and His
disciples were going to a quiet place to restvoere followed by the crowds. On one
hand, when Jesus saw them, He was moved with campasThe disciples, on the other
hand, wanted to send them away because they wegenith Jesus and needed food.

The disciples’ solution was to send them away (M&aB80-43). The disciples did not see

! Marcus BuckinghaniThe One Thing You Need to Know...About Great Managineat
Leading, and Sustained Individual Succ@ésw York: Free Press, 2005), 59.
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that at their core, the people needed spiritual fobhey only saw that they required food
for the body, which they did not have enough dieed such a large gathering. There
sight was limited, therefore they could not feekorpathize with the multitudes core
need. The disciples could not see that the cromweésl was also their need. Since they
could not feel, they were not moved to act. Theledato be transformed by the peoples
need.

Jesus saw and was moved with compassion. Thesnpallwe have concerning
Christian hospitality to those impacted by incaatien is to get the FBC to empathize
with the incarcerated, so that members are movédaempassion to act.

To this end the task at hand is to make the pbfthose impacted by
incarceration visible to the FBC. One way of daihig is to hold events that address
issues of concern particularly to those incarceraefore anything can be done about a
problem, we have to understand that there is dgmbMaking the issues visible
highlights that there is a problem that needs ttenaon.

Moreover, focusing on the issue raises the undeglgoncern that today it is
someone’s son or daughter who we do not know,Heuhéext time it may be someone
near and dear to us. Here the process of feelorgsarom an individual perspective and
enfolds communal wellbeing. We are part of a wlawld what is vexing my brother
today may infect us tomorrow so we must work togetlirhese events should show that
the issues not only concern those with family tratincarcerated, it affects us as a
community.

The project has given visibility to the issue afanceration in the FBC. In the

month of April our scholarship ministry does an aalnfundraiser. This year we have
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invited Hill Harper, the actor who stars in thestgtion crime series CSI: NY. Among
his many talents: actor, holds a law degree fromvétd, he is an author. He has come
to promote his latest book titled, “Letters fromlanarcerated Brother: Encouragement,
Hope, and Healing to Inmates and their Loved On@$é book brings to light some of
the abominable effects incarceration has on the, oo more importantly it highlights
their need to make connections with people wholvglh mentor to them and their loved
ones. The day after the event | asked a staff reerhbhe attended. She replied
affirmatively and said that the same issues thapmject focuses on are the very same
issues Hill Harper spoke passionately about.

Also in April, the FBC in partnership with the Nel@rsey Institute for Social
Justice (NJISJ) will hold a faith leader lunchebndfing, question, and answer session)
along with a press conference to highlight an upogrbill in the New Jersey State
Senate and Assembly called The Opportunity to Céenpet. The bill focuses on giving
people who have convictions and/or served timaiirthe opportunity to receive fair
consideration when applying for jobs.

Prior to these events, a group of faith leadersmayskelf had the opportunity to
testify in Trenton before the State Assembly onrteed for bail reform. The next day
my photo was in the paper with the caption, “The.R&rol Cooper of First Baptist
Church of Lincoln Gardens in Somerset speaks dtsaembly Judiciary Committee
hearing yesterday in Trenton in support of baibref legislation.” The pastor saw the
article and caption and commended me on the waskslinvolved in. Not too long after
the partnership with NJISJ came about. My pastiorme that he had a conversation

with Cornel Brooks of NJISJ and that | should fallap with his office to arrange the
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faith leader luncheon on the bill that will comddre the New Jersey legislature.

| would like to take credit for the change in atqlosre in the FBC as it relates to
the issue of incarceration. | believe the attentiaat the project has brought to the issue
has created a ground swell of activity in the FB@&X torings light to the human rights
violations and corporate profiteering that is endeztlin the issue of incarceration. With
Hill Harper, a world-renowned celebrity, openingtap need for compassion and justice
to those incarcerated as well as the FBC past@naring activities that highlight the
need for systemic change as it relates to justicedor incarcerated individuals, the
ability to “see” as one part of the process fonsfarmation is taking root in our church.
| would like to think this is due to the project.

With these events, not only is this issue visibléne FBC helping us become
aware that there is a problem, making the issublgialso helps us to understand the
problem. The issue of incarceration is squarethiwiFBC’s purview, “we are then able
to familiarize ourselves with its realities, measour capacities and resources, and then
plan our attack? Visibility offers us the opportunity to continlypeel away scales
from our eyes so that we may see clearly and utatetshe role we can play in offering
hospitality to the incarcerated and their families.

The future life of the project in the FBC has gngetential. The help of
celebrities and attractive events with the senstd?@ name behind it is a great start, but
the visibility of the issue must be maintained iarexmundane ways.

Other ways of making the issue of incarceratioiblasto the FBC is to

incorporate the needs of those impacted by theiralnustice system into our liturgy or

2 Gayraud Wilmore, edBlack Men In Prison: The Response of the Africaredean Church
(Atlanta: ITC Press, 1990), 31.
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ministry practice. For example, when we offer plastoral prayer on Sunday in front of
the congregation, we can integrate prayer for cegegnts with an incarcerated family
member. This is already occurring. Ministers prgythe pastoral prayer have addressed
the issue of incarceration in their prayers.

Our Sunday bulletin can feature announcements damily members who are
facing trial and in need of prayer or letters gbort. In addition to a sick and shut-in
list, a list of incarcerated members and family rhems who need visitation from the
church can be included. These are ways that thgregation’s sight can be opened to
the needs that incarcerated individuals and tlenilfes confront. This can be a reality
and would only require discussion with my projedviaory board member who leads the
pastoral care department and seal of approval &nenexecutive director.

Developing a clear theory that will inform our ptiae of hospitality to those with
a criminal record is also needed so that the warthes issue maintains consistency.
People can move from stagnancy to involvement vehelear reason for action is
offered. A clear theory speaks to the qualityh&f hospitable community that will be
built.

A theory is like a lens through which one obsemgserience, and any lens has
its focal strength and its areas of distortion thaiy need to be brought into focus.
Theories, therefore, provide a rationale for odroas so that there is a level of
consistency between one’s intention and one’s actRsychotherapists call this
consistency “congruence.”

There is a relationship between congruence andes®as. The highly congruent

person stays connected, but the not so congruestmenay well be oblivious. So, this
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relationship between theory and practice, or imb@néand action, is dependent, at least in
part, on awareness.

This theory must be developed from biblical founatad. This is important to the
FBC because it is a canonical church. That isbgfsnand icons are not central
communicators of the gospel. The seating in onctsary faces a pulpit resting atop of a
raised platform symbolizing the centrality of Godierd. In other denominations, such
as the Catholic faith, the communion is central gnedliturgy of the church is highlighted
by the communion supper.

However, the word of God and preaching is so cetdrdne FBC that all in the
service builds up to the moment when the preackes to the pulpit to give the message.
We are committed to the work of salvation and tba work in history and the Christian
canon. Therefore the centrality of biblical truthdeveloping a rationale for hospitality
towards the stranger is critical. These can berparated into our Institute of Christian
Discipleship (ICD) classes. This is the vehicledush our church to facilitate bible
study.

For example, a theory of practice can be devel@medtaught from Acts 12.

Peter was incarcerated and the church family wagimy for himy however, when he
came to them they were not ready to receive himtim¢ house. A theory here could
clarify the need not only to offer prayers for same while they are incarcerated, but
also the need to expect the answer to prayer lpaprey our environment to receive
those who were incarcerated and are now returrongeh

To extend other examples, our practice can benmédrby forms of justice in the

% For a more detailed discussion of the topic obtii@nd practice reference Jamal Granick, “A
Deeper Look at Theory and Practice,” http//wwwoagl/spf/theory.html (accessed November 2, 2013).
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biblical text that runs counter to secular formgustice. Biblical justice demands
reciprocity. As one receives mercy and compassienare required to return the same
in dealing with others. This reciprocity is noskd on an “eye for an eye” theology but
the love one claims as a child of Gbdhis biblical base for practice can raise th&esa
in feeling compassion for the incarcerated anddbges they face because one can
reflect upon the mercy and compassion God in Chastshown us. This feeling of
compassion can lead us to action.

Another Biblical concept that can be used to unideémyactice is eschatological
justice. This is God’s justice at the end of timigen God decisively doles out rewards
and punishments in accordance with the deeds we dh@ve or have left undone. This
eschatological justice is clearly seen in Matthé&n82-46.

A third Biblical concept is compensatory justiCEhis justice seeks to restore
persons to wholeness and grant them rightful statttee community. An illustration of
compensatory justice is found in Luke 19:1-10.

The overarching impact of these Biblical conceptthe creation and maintenance
of a high quality of Christian hospitality at thB€. The development of such a theory
informs the practice of the congregation. A climory will make it less likely to stray
from a practice and give the practice a powerfglefar engaging in hospitality toward
the incarcerated and their families.

Make visible to the congregation the plight of thearcerated, develop a

biblically based theory to inform practice so thdével of consistency can be expected,

* For more information on forms of justice s&ae Scandal of Evangelical Politiby Ronald J.
Sider andlack Men in Prison: The Response of the Africaredaan Churchedited by Gayraud
Wilmore.
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and create some slogan, mission statement or aiggrprinciple around which the work
of the FBC congregation can be focused. Even wéibiity and theory we need to be
reminded in some way why we do what we do.

By way of example, we take communion, not only lnbseawe are instructed by
Jesus to do so, but also more importantly to ben@ed of what Jesus suffered for our
salvation. We do not merely take the bread anewimawares; the meanings of the
elements are explained to us every first Sundag. avé reminded of the central role of
the cross in Christian theology each time the comoruordinance is practiced.

Likewise, a slogan, mission statement, or orgagipinnciple around Christian
hospitality to those impacted by incarceration amind the FBC of the importance of
our work, as a church, to this population. The R a slogan that is formalized into a
symbol. Itis a circular symbol with the name af church on the boarders of an outer
circle with the slogan “Faith in Action” in bold give letters in the inner circle.

This organizing principle can be inclusive of Char hospitality toward
individuals and families impacted by incarceratidfowever, to facilitate the
congregation’s incorporating this understanding mtr slogan, pastoral influence is
needed to build an encompassing understandingsobthanizing principle. A way to
include the organizing principle, the theory thdbrms our practice, and assure visibility
of the issues that impact the incarcerated isdorporate them within the FBC strategic
plan.

Each year our pastor holds a leadership meetipg;aly as the New Year
approaches, to focus the direction of the churchitfe year. We will engage in a

leadership conference call in December to reviewarrecalibrate the pastor's 10-year
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ministry strategy called 2020 Vision. The plan wasated November 2010.

The theme of 2020 Vision is faith in action comnetmto a Christian lifestyle.
The statement of mission focuses on engaging thgregation and community in
ministries that foster a lifestyle of spiritual gritn, numerical growth, and economic
empowerment/financial growth. A church wide etbb€hristian hospitality to the
stranger impacted by incarceration fits well witlr 8020 Vision mission statement.

The objective for 2014 is evangelism. Subset$isfdbjective focus on excellence,
growth, outreach, and succession.

As social creatures we can summarize our needhéofollowing seven items:
comfort, variety, significance, love, growth, cabtrtion, and belonging. We are
creatures of comfort and want certainty in ourdiv&Ve want adventure and novelty so
we like to have variety in life. We want our liveshave meaning and value. That s, a
sense that how we live and what we do is impactiie desire love, the feeling that we
are meaningfully connected to someone. We waatltbvalue to the world around us so
we desire to contribute to a purpose we find megfnln We want to be connected or
belong to a community of like-minded people. Hyale want to grow and be better as
a person, improve our skills, sharpen our knowledghieve excellence in our lives.

The interior life or spiritual life runs parallel some fashion to our material life.
We are both flesh and spirit and should not seealetty the reality of either. We are to
love God with heart, mind, and soul: in other wondih the emotions, intellect, and

spirit. Therefore, we seek comfort in the matesiaémotional sphere and desire the

®“The Seven Greatest Human Need3gmpassion blogluly 31, 2012,
http://blog.compassion.com/the-7-greatest-human-
needs/?referer=124445&gclid=CNecnoSR17sCFSHNOgoaB8daccessed December 4, 2013).
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same in the spiritual realm. We seek comfort fiéad’s word and spirit. We want love
that satisfies us emotionally. Spiritually we waatisfaction that we have received and
share the love of Jesus with others, etc.

When we engage in Christian hospitality towardgtianger it fosters spiritual
growth, which is in line with the pastor’'s 2014agé&yic vision for the FBC. This
engagement stretches ones theology to go beyorehthedded theology learned in
Sunday school or picked up by an unquestioningacten with church culture. When
combined with Biblical principles hospitality tovels the stranger will inform our praxis
and deepen the inner life of the believer.

There are several marks of growth in the Chridifer® One marker of Christian
growth is our maturity as hearers of God’s wordhisTmeans that scripture is viewed by
the Christian, not as a magical elixir or a guiddbtor having wishes granted, but as a
tool to form and reform the inner life and outeaxyis of the believer. A mature hearer of
the word of God also suggests that the Christimpen to new and surprising readings of
scripture in different contexts from the one we farailiar with.

The community of believers at the FBC who are ugideéed by Biblical
principles that make visible the issues confroitgthose impacted by incarceration,
broadens their theology to reform their practicd angage them in hospitality towards
the incarcerated.

Another mark of Christian growth is maturing inddom. This is freedom for

service to God and others. When the Christianipesamature in the freedom of Christ

® Daniel L. Migliore discusses the sanctificationgess in the Christian life. A few of his
concepts on Christian growth are used here frombdik: Faith Seeking Understandir{@rand
Rapids:William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, )9978-182.
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they are able to cast off the inhumanity that oaredican culture promotes while
increasing freedom for new opportunities of Chlilst-service. Certainly the framing of
Biblical concepts of justice around the particutgustices faced by those impacted by
the criminal justice system offers the Christiamowlas become a mature hearer of God’s
word the opportunity for hospitality toward a conmity of people that has been
ostracized. Being free to serve this communitgudlgh practices undergirded by Biblical
concepts seeks to welcome those under the weightafceration as full human beings
deserving of their rights as citizens of our comityun

Finally, hospitality toward the incarcerated fostgrowth in the FBC by offering
solidarity with our fellow human beings. Hospitalio the stranger suggests that we
have moved away from centering upon our needs and bhecome conscious of and
sensitive to the needs of others. Often church lpeeship reflects the socioeconomic,
cultural, racial, and gender divisions in our stcieHowever, increased solidarity with
strangers, people considered as undesirable isdagation of growth in the Christian
life.

Our growth as a community of believers is measbredur willingness to move
beyond our comfort in associating with and senangselves and reaching out to the
other who is different. This is courage to movegirom a focus on our own needs and
see the truth of the world around us.

Service towards the incarcerated offers an oppiytéor growth in the FBC as
we focus on the needs of people who are shunneibe®f their past deeds.
Hospitality toward the stranger impacted by inceatien forces us to commit to the

message of reconciliation that Christ has givercthech (2 Corinthians 5:18-21).
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Hospitality towards the incarcerated, returninggen, and their families also has
the potential to grow the church numerically amdhficially. Extending Christian
hospitality to this population is a form of evarigel, which is the objective of our
pastor’s strategic vision for 2014. Hospitalityyrald souls to the church of God
without an emphasis on proselytizing because waddeessing the need of this
community without an emphasis on conversion. dsthserved by our hospitality desire
to become a part of FBC they are welcomed to dbsioan emphasis will not be placed
on joining. The emphasis is upon meeting the need.

There is the question of replicating this projecbther churches, synagogues,
mosques, non-profit settings, and even seculangstthat | would like to address.
Replication means drawing on the vision, experieand practice of other projects or
services and creating and implementing a similajggt or service. It however does not
mean the exact copying of a project or service.

An opportunity for replication of the project exasturrently through the New
Brunswick Faith Based Coalition (NBFC) that the FB@ part of and for which | am
the FBC representative. We meet quarterly andudssssues such as a micro-website,
planned event in the city of New Brunswick, New Bswick resident’s access to healthy
foods, etc. (see Appendix G for sample minutesiofl tquarter meeting).

The NBFC plays an integral role in strategicallgntfying critical community
issues to address. The NBFC represents over Sebhaid worship of which
approximately 10,000 city residents are membetsee NBFC has been engaged in the
strategic planning process since 2010 and is dbtéed by New Brunswick Tomorrow

(NBT) and the City of New Brunswick. New Brunswi€kmorrow is a non-profit
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organization that serves as a catalyst in devetpand supporting solutions that improve
the quality of life in the New Brunswick communityhis organization works with its
partners in the city’s public/private revitalizatiefforts, assuring that health, human
service, and social issues are addressed that eomapt the physical and cultural revival
of New Brunswick.

Like most urban areas in New Jersey (i.e., New@dmden, Patterson, etc.), New
Brunswick is faced with the task of being a destorafor re-entrants. Rising
incarceration rates, as discussed in Chapter Zngritbat more and more inmates are
being released from prison each year. Nearly Ib{0fimer prisoners were released
from New Jersey prisons and it is estimated th#tiwihe next five years 70,000
individuals will leave New Jersey State prisons etdrn to communities within New
Jersey.

These clusters of released prisoners are conceditrat few neighborhoods in
New Jersey urban centers. These concentratiorurhing prisoners can generate great
costs to these communities, including potentiateéases in costs associated with crime,
public safety, public health risks, and high raitanemployment and homelessness.

Understanding the characteristics of returninggoss and the challenges they
face is an important step towards improving thefaveland safety of all citizens. In
conjunction with affecting public policy and legisibn to reduce the incarceration
numbers, our urban centers must be prepared tdogeseategies to receive the masses

of re-entrants.

" Information in this paragraph is gleaned from paty@ of: “A Portrait of Prisoner Reentry in
New Jersey,” Urban Institute Justice Policy CeRBF, www.urban.org/410899 nj_prisoner_reentry.pdf
(accessed December 6, 2013).
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The model presented here, if successful at the EBCpe a model that is
replicated within the churches, synagogues, andjoessin New Brunswick. The NBFC
provides an excellent opportunity to form partngrshvith the city of New Brunswick,
the non-profit organization New Brunswick Tomorraamd local churches to replicate a
faith-based strategy that is not concerned as mutthchanging policy as it is the
transformation of the spirit to address the impegdssue of those returning from prison

to communities in New Brunswick.
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BIOGRAPHY
LESTER S. SHELLEY

Born in Brooklyn, New York, Lester Shelley is a Preacher, Community Organizer and Christian
Businessman, now residing in Somerset, New Jersey. Shelley was ordained as a Deacon and
served over twenty years at First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens in Somerset, NJ under the
leadership of the late Rev. Charlie H. Brown Jr and Rev. Dr. Deforest Buster Soaries.

At First Baptist, Minister Shelley currently serves on Project 25:36 a comprehensive prison
ministry that serve congregational members, their families and community residents throughout
NJ, the Pastoral Care and Counseling Ministry, the Christian Education Ministry as an Instructor
for New Member Orientation and the Health and Wellness Ministry.

Minister Shelley was licensed to preach June 1, 2003 and served as Associate Minister at True
Servant Worship and Praise Church in Hamilton, NJ under the Pastorate of Bishop Edward E.
Jenkins from 2001 — 2008 as Minister of Stewardship and Pastoral Care.

Minister Shelley is the Founder/CEO of Shelley Ministries and Shelley Community
Development Corporation. Shelley Ministries is a Para-Church/Urban Ministry that provides
counseling, funerals, weddings, evangelism and missions. Shelley Community Development
Corporation provides community, workforce and economic development in urban areas
throughout the New Jersey tri-state area.

A proponent of faith based community development Minister Shelley established collaborations
with faith based organizations that establish substance abuse programs, affordable housing
initiatives, initiatives for homelessness and re-entry programs

A Christian Businessman, Minister Shelley is founded of Trinity Wellness Associates (TWA).
TWA serves as Independent TriVita Business Owners with TriVita, Inc an International marketing
company of nutritional products based in Scottsdale, AZ. Through his wellness company Minister
Shelley manages a team of associates though out the United States and Abroad.

Minister Shelley served his country honorably in the United States Army and received numerous
awards and decorations for service to his country and community. In 2010 Minister Shelley was
appointed as a Veterans Representative with the NJ Department of Labor and Workforce
Development where he assists veterans with employment and educational opportunities.
Minister Shelley received a Bachelor of Science (BS) degree from Philadelphia Biblical
University and is pursuing a Master of Divinity Degree (M Div) from New Brunswick
Theological Seminary, New Brunswick, NJ.
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Sharon Chamberlayne

Bibliography

Sharon Chamberlayne was born in Perth Amboy, New Jersey. She was enrolled in the
public school system and graduated from Perth Amboy High School. She attended college at
Virginia State University in Petersburg, Virginia and graduated with a B.S. degree in Economics.
While at Virginia State University she met her husband Charles Jr. (Chuck) and less than three
months following her graduation they married. Sharon spent the next twenty-five years of her
life raising her three boys, Charles ITI, Michael and Brian. Charles IIl is a graduate of Howard
University and is pursuing a graduate degree in Communications from John Hopkins University.
Michael is a graduate of Morehouse College and has received an MBA from the Wharton School
of Business. Brian graduated from Howard University and has received his Juris Doctorate from
Cornell University. Sharon is proud to have had the opportunity to stay at home and raise her
three sons. Her husband Chuck received his Master of Divinity from New Brunswick
Theological Seminary and is currently an interim pastor at Imani Baptist Church in East Orange,
New Jersey. Charles and Sharon have been married for thirty-six years.

After raising her boys, Sharon entered New Brunswick Theological Seminary. She
graduated cum laude and received her Master of Divinity in 2005. Following graduation, she
worked for the Division of Youth and Family Services (DYFS) as a Family Service Specialist.
She worked to stabilize family units during problematic situations of reported child abuse. She is
currently employed as a social worker for the New Jersey Department of Corrections. She has
served as liaison for the institution with various outside community agencies. She facilitates
group discussions with female offenders in breaking the cycle of re-incarceration. Some of the
topics for discussion are: barriers and obstacles that hinder successful transition into the
community; problem solving skills and techniques to help make better life style choices;
relationship building and life skills applications; resume writing; goal setting and career
planning. Sharon finds working with the offenders challenging yet rewarding knowing that some
lives are being changed for the better.

Sharon is a licensed minister at First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens. She has love
and respect for all people knowing that God loves us in spite of our own failings. She rejoices in

knowing that she is not bound by circumstances but enjoys the liberty of being free in Christ.
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William E. Campbell, M. Div. Ed.S, D. Min

Bill Campbell received his Master of Divinity (M.Div.) and Doctor of Ministry
(D.Min) Degree in Pastoral Counseling from Drew University Theological School.
Bill currently serves as Director of Pastoral Care and Counseling at First Baptist
Church of Lincoln Gardens, Somerset, New Jersey. Bill received an Ed.S Degree
in Marriage and Family Therapy from The College of New Jersey (TCNJ) in May
2011. He is in the final stages of the credentialing process towards licensure as a
Marriage and Family Therapist and has been granted his temporary permit to
practice by the New Jersey Marriage and Family Therapy Board. Bill has over 25
years of training experience in private industry and utilizes those skills to develop
and teach Marriage and Family enrichment classes. He also has over 10 years of
experience working directly with married and engaged couples and has a private
practice at Christian Wellness Center in Somerset, New Jersey. Bill is the
founder of Marriage for Keeps Wellness Center, a marriage and family
counseling and educational service. Bill and his wife have two adult sons and
they have been married for 33 years.



As an inspirational guiding force, Minister Ernestine Winfrey fosters a therapeutic and
loving community at the Good News Home in Flemington, NJ. Itis the only long term
Christian treatment facility licensed by the state for women 18 and over. Her broad scope
of initiatives comes from her excellence in leadership clinical experience, educational
background, and her unwavering faith and hope as she relentlessly and tirelessly serves to
help others on both a personal and professional level.

Minister Winfrey has been a member of First Baptist Church since 1979 and until 2005
she taught four levels in Sunday school and vacation Bible school. Currently she works
with the Christian Education department teaching Real Life Issues courses which target
young adults on such concerns as building healthy relationship, spiritual sexuality,
forgiveness, and depression from a Biblical perspective.

Minister Winfrey have served on the New Jersey Governor’s Task Force for establishing
treatment standards for the alcohol and drug treatment continuum of services. She is also
a standing member of the Governor’ Professional Advisory Council and Recovery
mission team member of GOAL (Global Outreach for Addiction Leadership and
Learning). In 2005, 2006 and 2009 she provided training for pastors, teacher and prison
worker in Kenya Africa on the link of substance abuse and the spread of HIV/AIDS.

After retiring from AT&T Minister Winfrey earned a BA in Psychology and a dual
Masters Degree in Social Work from Rutgers and Masters of Divinity from Princeton
Theological Seminary and she has completed the course work for her Doctorate at
Princeton Theological Seminary. Minister Winfrey is a License Clinical Social Worker
(LCSW) and Licensed certified Alcohol and Drug Counsetor (LCADC) and certified by
the state to provide supervision (CCS) to those seeking license in those fields.

Minister Winfrey, a widow, is the proud mother of seven children, one adopted daughter,
thirty-four grandchildren, and fifty-seven great grands.
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Doyat H. Siddell

Doyal Siddell earned his Master of Science in Business Degree from the
University of Wisconsin — Madison and his Bachelor of Business Administration
Degree with a concentration in Marketing from the University of Mississippi. He
is a seasoned public relations and communications professional with more than
12 years of experience in this field, and currently works as a consultant with D&C
Marketing and Communications Group, LLC, a company he founded in 2009.
The firm provides public relations consulting, which includes development and
pitching of news releases; development and coordination of media events; writing
speeches and talking points; creating press kits; providing advertising and
marketing strategy development; marketing research development; and
coordination and development of market research. Doyal also has more than 10
years of teaching and administration experience at the postsecondary level in the
fields of marketing and management. Additionally, he serves as a deacon at
First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens in Somerset, NJ.

Doyal and his wife have one adult daughter, and they reside in Hillsborough, NJ.
They have been married for 28 years.
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INFORMED CONSENT FORM

RESEARCH PROCEDURES

This research is being conducted to understand the perceptions that you as congregation members
have about forgiveness, the criminal justice system, and the offenders that are returning to your
community and congregation. If you agree to participate, you will be asked to sign this consent
form and complete a questionnaire. This survey will take approximately 15 to 20 minutes
complete.

RISKS

There are no foreseeable risks for participating in this research. In answering the questions, you
may provide information or opinions that could cause you to recall time when you werc possibly
a victim of crime. Research staff will implement procedures to reduce these risks, as described
below.

BENEFITS

There are no benefits to you as a participant other than to help investigators learn more about
your opinions and views about the [Healing Communities initiative.

CONFIDENTIALITY
The data in this study will be confidential. To help protect your confidentiality your name will not
be included on the survey instruments and other collected data.

PARTICIPATION

Participates of this survey must be 18 years or older. Your participation is voluntary, and you may
withdraw from the study at any time and for any reason. If you decide not to participate or if you
withdraw from the study, there is no penalty or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise
entitléd. Thére are no costs to you or any other party.

CONTACT

Minister Errol Cooper is conducting this research. He may be reached at 732-828-2009 or
ccooper@fbesomerset.com for questions or to report a research-related problem. You may
contact Carl Savage, Director of the Doctor of Ministry Program at Drew University at 973-408-
3586 or csavage@drew.edu if you have questions or comments regarding your rights as a
participant in the research.

— 1|29 } 13
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Upgrade ikoup

Home My Surveys  Survey Services Plans & Pricing

Attitudes Towards Those Who Commit
Crime & Criminal Justice System

Deslgn Survey Collect Responses

View Summary

5/3/13 9:49 PM

Sign

J Analyze Results \|

out  Help

% ;g Introducing New Analyze BETA —_
Browse Responses i g% Better charts, easier tools, faster decisions. > mﬂew Learn More
Filter Responses
" Crosstab Responses | Default Report |
Download Responses
Total Started Survey: 39
Share Responses Response Summary Total Finished Survey: 33 (84.6%)

PAGE: 1

1. Are you a member of First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens (FBC)? Create Chart Download
Response Response

Percent Count
Yes 89.7% 35
No 10.3% 4
answered questlon 39
skipped question 0
2. How long have you been a member? Chart Download
Response Response

Percent Count
1-2 Years 30.8% 12
3-4 Years 15.4% 6
5-6 Years 51% 2
7 years or more 48.7% 19
answered question 39
skipped questlon 0

hitp:/ fwww.surveymoukey.com/MySurvey Responses.aspx?sm=WwS%2f08BZRb1ka32illaBxox4FYeNcSntpgYTLI%2 fzAqM%3d Page 1 0of 13
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3. Do you consider your self a Christian?

Create Chart
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4. |s FBC your normal place of worship?

Response

Percant

100.0%

0.0%

answered question

skipped questlon

2 Chart

Rasponse

Count

39

39

Downi

No

5. How often do you attend FBC?

Response

Percent

100.0%

0.0%

answered question

skipped question

Chart

Response

Count

38

38

Dowintcad

Weekily
Monthly

Durlng Hollday events such as
Christmas/Easter

Other (please speclfy)
Show Responses

6. Do you engage in prayer?

Response

Percent

94.9%

0.0%

0.0%

51%

answered question

skipped question

Do

Response

Count

37

39

http:/ /www.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey _Responses.aspx?sm=WwS%2f08BZRb1ka32iLlaBxox4FYeNcSntpgY TL9%2fzAqM%3d
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vaiy Y2.5% 3n
In times of high stress 2.6% 1
Only when | feel it Is needed 0.0% 0
Other (please specify) 5.1% 2

Show Responses

answered question 39

sklpped question 0

PAGE: 2
7. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements. Create Chart Download
Strongly Disagree Neither Agree Strongly
Rating
Disagree Agree nor Agree
Count

Disagree

| punish a person who has done " % 44.1% 20.6% 0.0%

something that I think Is wrong. 5:0%1(0) 26:0% () (15) " © "

| am understanding of others for the y 75.0% 13.9%

mistakes they've made. 0.0% ©) Ofl0] 1% (27) ®) e

o

I'm hard on others who have hurt me. 5.6% (2) 33.3% (12) 33.3% 20.0% 2.8% 36
(12) (9) (1)

Although others have hurt me In the 27.8%  52.8% 5.6%

past, | have eventually been able to see 2.8% (1) 11.1% (4) 36
them as good people. (10) (19) (2)

If others mistreat me, | think badly of o - 33.3% 8.3%

them. ? 5.6% (2) 27.8% (10) 25.0% (9) (12) 3) 36
1 keep distance between me and people 38.9% 11.1%

that commlt criminal acts as much as 2.8% (1) 30.6% (1)  16.7% (6) (‘14; ' (4; 36
possible.

People who commlt criminal acts % 23.5% 2.9%

shouldn't be trusted. 8.8% (3) 44.1%1%) 20.8%(7) (8) (O] %
People who commit eriminal acts should o o - 19.4% 2.8%

Eé:aualiad. 11.1% (4) 41.7% (15) 25.0% (9) ) ) 36
Relatlonships with people who commit o, - S 8.3% 5.6% .
criminal acts should be cut off. WRGIEN  ALBLYT)  222%16) @ @ %
Offenders are different from most 16.7% 0.0%

peante. 16.7% (6) 47.2% (17)  19.4% (7) © © 36
1 would be willing to be friends with an 5 g0 55 40.0% 14.3% .
offender. 2.9% (1) 20.0% (7) 22.9% (8) (14) 5) 35
If you give an offender an Inch they will 5 5 400%  17.1% 0.0% :
take a mile. WRE SRR G © %
Most offenders tell the truth. 0.0%(0)  38.2%(13) 52{‘1’:{; ‘“g; U‘zg‘; a4
All offenders think and act allke. 200%(7)  62.9%(22)  14.3%(5) 2% 0.0% 35

) (0)

http:/ /www.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey_Responses.aspx?sm=WwS%2f08BZRb1ka32illaBxox4FYeNcSntpgY TL9%2{zAqM%3d Page 3 of 13
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44.4% 19.4% 0.0% o
Offenders are selflsh. 5.6% (2) 30.6% (11) (16) @) ©) 36
69.4% 1M1.1% 28% o
o o -
Offenders listen to reason. 0.0% (0) 16.7% (6) (25) @ ) 36
Most offenders wlll work to earn an 45.7% 28.6% 8.6%
honest living. 0.0% (0) 17.1% (6) (16) (10) 3) 35
I would not mind living next door to an 42.9%  20.0% 0.0%
offender. 17.43(6) 20.0%:(7) (15) " ©) 95
{ would not mind one of my chiidren 27.8% 0.0% 2.8%
dating an offender. 38:1% (13) 8a:9% (12) (10) ) ) 50
The values of most offenders are about 4N.7% 13.9% 2.8%
the same as the rest of us. 1.1% (4) 30.6% (11) (15) (5) (1) o
Offenders need affectlon and pralse just 58.3% 30.6%
Iike anybody. 0.0% (0) 8.3% (3) 2.8% (1) @1) an 36
Most offenders can go on to lead 58.3% 16.7%
productive {ives with help and hard 0.0% (0) 8.3% (3) 16.7% (6) e gy 36
work. 1) ©)
even the worst offenders can change o 58.3% 16.7%
thelr criminat bohavior. £6% (1) oK) 18R T ®) ¥
Most offenders really have little hope of 27.8% 8.3% 0.0%
changlng for the better. 13.9% (5) 50.0% (18) (10) 3) (0) L
Some offenders are so disadvantaged 25.7% 5.7%
that they can never lead productive 20.0% (7) 25.7% (9) 22.9% (8) '(9; ‘(2; a5
tives.
answered question 36
skipped questlon 3
PAGE: 3
8. To What Extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about Create Chait Download
people that commit violent crime (murder, rape, assault, etc)?
Strongly Disagree Neither Agree Strongly
Rating
Disagree Agree nor Agree
Count
Disagree
| punish a person who has done 44.1% 14.7%
something that | think Is wrong. 519%i(2) 6% (7 T%(E) (15) ) il
| am understanding of others for the i 41.2% 8.8%
mistakes they've made. 29% (1)  d24% 010 14.7%(5) (14) @) %
I'm hard on others who have hurt me. 20% (1) 204%(10)  11.8% (4) 50[‘1’1/) 532/‘; 34
Although others have hurt me In the o
past, | have eventuatly been able to see 5.9% (2) 26.5% (9) 35302‘; 32{1‘:/‘; 0(20/; 34
them as good people.
It others mistreat me, | think badly of \ . P " 50.0% 6.3%
ey ik st 34% (1) 18.8% (6)  21.9% (7) 16) @ 32
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answered question 34

skipped question 5

Lownlead

9. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about
people that commit non-violent crime (White Collar Crimes, Robbery, etc.)?

Strongly Disagree Neither Agree Strongly
Rating
Disagree Agree nor Agree
Count
Disagree
1 punish a person who has done 7 5 3 52.9% 8.8% .
something that | think Is wrong. 5853 lrhmts) A (18) (3) 3
o
I am understanding of others for the 2.9% (1) M8% @ 23.5% @) 55.9% 5.9%
mistakes they've made. (19) ) 34
I'm hard on others who have hurt me. 00%(0)  324% (1) 206%(7) M (34’; 59(23 34
Although others have hurt me In the
past, | have eventually been able to see 2.9% (1) 11.8% (4) 35&;’; ‘”3;’; D%’) 34
them as good people.
If others mistreat me, | think badly of - i i 50.0% 0.0% .
iy 5.9% (2) 29.4% (10)  14.7% (5) “n © 34
answered questlon 34
skipped question 5

10. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about
people that commit drug crimes?

Strongly Disagree Neither Agree Strongly
Rating
Disagree Agree nor Agree
Count
Disagree
I punish a person who has done 0 o - A7 A% 5.9%
something that | think Is wrong. 59%(2) 26:5%:(0) 14.7% (5) (16) (2) #
1 am understanding of others for the o 3 5 66.7% 61%
mistakes they've made. 6% (2) 121% (@) 91% (3) 22 P 3
y 9%
J'm hard on others who have hurt me. 20% (1) 35.3%(12)  23.5% (8) 326‘:’; SJ(Z’; 34
Although others have hurt me In the 5 -
past, | have eventually been able to see 5.9% (2) 11.6% (4) gl 004 0% 34
n (17) (©
them as good people.
If athers mistreat me, | think badly of % 0 , 36.4% 6.1%
sy 6.1% (2) 27.3% (9)  24.2% (8) "2) @ 33
answered question 34

http:/ fwww.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey_Responses.aspx?sm=WwS%2f08BZRb1ka32illaBxox4FYeNcSntpgYTL9%2fzAqM%3d Page 5 of 13
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skipped question 5

eoe]

PAGE: 4

11. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about Create Chart Download
crime reduction?

Strongly Disagree Neither Agree Strongly Rati
ating
Disagree Agree nor Agree
Count
Disagree

It a person does well In prison, he/she 35.3% 55.9% 5.9%
should be let out on parole, 0.0%(0) 2.9% (1) (12) (19) (2) e
Most offenders know fully well what they = 58.8% 14.7%
are dolng when they break the law. 0:0%(0) 08% 7 50%(2) (20) ) ks
Most offenders commit crimes because 324%  20.6% 5.9%
they know that they can get away with It. 29% (1) 38.2%(13) 1 ) @) .
Most people who violate the law do so 17.6% 0.0%
because they know that crime pays In 2.9% (1) 58.8% (20) 20.6% (7) : 60 . 0" 34
Amerlca these days. © ©
Most offenders come from broken or 3 33.3%  30.3% 0.0%
disorganized homes. 61%(2)  180.2% {10) an (10 ©) 83
Hoststendarsiare smotionally sen@  smawy 08w SN A 34
Poverty Is a major cause of crime In 29.4% 44.1% 8.8% 5
America. 50% (9 11.8% (4) w0 (15) @) %
We should show people who use drugs 23.5% 2.9%
they will be punished severely if they 14.7% (5) 41.2% (14)  17.6% (6) - 8“ § 1" 34
don't stop. ®) U]
We should make sure criminals get

ey and a41%  50.0%
other problems whlile they're in 2.9% (1) 2.9% (1) 0.0% (0) '15° '17" 34
prisonfjail, or on supervision In the (15) "o
community,
We should keep criminals In prison/fjall 35.3% 23.5% 2.9%
and off the streets. 5.0%(@  s24% (1) (12) ®) (1) 4
We should use the “eye for an eye, tooth 2.9% 2.9%
for a tooth" principle. 2 35.3% (12) 35.3% (12) 23.5% (8) ) ) 34

We should deter future offenders by
severely punishing criminals who are 15.2% (5) 30.4% {13} 18.2% (6)  242% 3.0% 33
caught and convicted, N A (@) (1)

We should provide criminals with 41.2% 58.8%
treatment to address addictlon, mental 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) (14; (20) %,
health, or other problems. 120)

We should make sure that the treatment A71% 50.0%

provided is matched to the offender's 0.0% (0) 2.9% (1) 0.0% (0) 34
needs. (o) an
We should keep criminals In prison/all ,
to prevent them from committing new 01%(3)  36.4% (12) sl Talk 3.0% 33
crimes. (13) (4) (1)
We should provide more treatment, Jobs,
9 o
and educational programs N e 20%(0) 00%©@ 00w %1% 929% 3
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LU EGUDIEN SELIOY W dUW DS LU 11y \19)
that often contribute to crime.

\;\:‘edsoh;;:r:c: I;:;pett:ug users In prison/jall 18.2% (6) 48.5% (16) 18.2% (6) 12 1(:/; J[zi/; 23
}'xfy:"“‘;;”']‘; ‘é‘r‘:éss'f addletsito stop tham WE% () MA%(15)  14T%E) 7:;; 29(:"; 34
gelr?:sr::’é;;:t:gjﬂorse In America In 2.9% (1) 11.8% (4) 32(,111?; 29{?3; 23.5(;’; 24
ComehmbmesAnIORT Y g s wree 20 0% w
answered question 34

skipped question 5

PAGE: 5

12. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about

crime?
Very Unsafe Unsafe Safe Very Rating
Safe Count
How safe do you feel In your nelghborhood 3.0% (1 0.0% (0) 45.5% 61.5% .
during the day? 4 0%n(0) (15) ) 3
How safe do you feel In your nelghborhood at 5 i 53.1%  46.9%
night? 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) o 15) 32
answered question 33
skipped question 8
13. Below is a list of offenses. Check if you have been a victim of any of these Create Chart Downi
offenses in the last year (Check All That Apply).
Response Response
Peroent Count
Someone broke into my house. 16.0% 4
Had property stolen from house. 16.0% 4
Had property stolen from my yard. 8.0% 2
Someone broke Into my car, 8.0% 2
Had property stolen from my car. 12.0% 3
Had my wallet or purse stolen. 4.0% 1
someone threatened to beat me up. 0.0% 0
camenne thraatanar ma with a waannn a0 1
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s

Someone held me up on the street and robbed
me.

Someone beat me up In a fight that | did not
start.

Not applicable

14. What has been your experience with the Criminal Justice System?

4.0%

0.0%

72.0%

Other (please specify)
Show Responses

answered question

skipped question

Create Chart

92

5/3/13 9:49 PM

25

Download

Yes No Rather
Rating
Not
Count
Say
0.0%
Have you ever been arrested? 21.2% (7) 78.8% (26) ©) 33
Have you ever been convicted of a crime? 6.1% (2) 90.9% (30) 3‘(2;/‘; 33
0.0%
Have you ever served time In a county Jall? 0.0% (0) 100.0% (33) © 33
o, o, 0.0%
Have you ever served time In a prison? 0.0% (0) 100.0% (33) © a3
6.1%
Have you ever been on probation? 3.0% (1) 90.9% (30} @ 33
answered question 33
skipped question 6
15. How many face-to-face interactions did you have with the police during the last Ci Dawiiload
& months?
Response Response
Percent Count
o 72.7% 24
1-2 27.3% g
34 0.0% 0
5 or more 0.0% 0
RSE— . e 2
Page 8 of 13
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AnswEieu qussuvi

93

5/3/13 9:49 PM

skipped question 6
16. Out of those face-to-face interactions with the police, how many of them were Create Chart Download
positive?
Response Response
Percent Count
0 78.8% 26
12 15.2% 5
3-4 0.0% 0
5 or more 8.1% 2
Other (please spacify) 3
Show Responses
answered question 33
skipped question 6
17. What made your interaction with the police positive? Download
Response
Count
Show Responses 13
answered question 13
skipped question 26
18. Out of those face-to-face interactions with the police, how many of them were Create Chart Download
negative?
Response Response
Percent Count
0 B87.8% 29
12 9.1% 3
34 0.0% 0
5 or more 3.0% 1
Other (please specify) 4
Show Responses
answered question 33
http: / /www.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey_Responses.aspx?sm=Ww5%2f088ZRb1ka32illaBxox4FYeNcSntpgYTLI%2fzAqM%3d Page 9 of 13
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19. What made your interaction with the police negative?

skipped questlon

5/3/13 9:49 PM

20. The following questions concerns your own experiences with the police in your

community in the last six months.

Show Responses

answered question

skipped question

Create Chart

Response

Count

27

In the last slx months, have you called the pollce
or approached a police officer for assistance?

For the most recent time you requested police
asslstance, was It In your community?

In the last six months, have you been stopped by
the pollce while you were on the street or in your
car?

For the most recent time you were stopped, was
it In your community?

Are you aware of any speclfic things that police
and residents are doing together to solve
problems In your cormunity?

21. The following questi

the Criminal Justice System.

6.3% (2)

16.7% (5)
21.2% (7)
20.7% (6)

15.2% (5)

No

& are ahaut your close family member axpariences with

90.6% (29)

73.3% (22)

72.7% (24)

72.4% (21)

57.6% (19)

Don't

Know

3.1%
1)

10.0%
®)

6.1%
2)

6.9%
%]

27.3%
)

answered question

skipped questlon

Rating

Count

32

30

a3

29

33

33

Have any of your close famlly members ever
been arrested?

Have any of your close family members ever
been convicted of a crime?

Have anv of vour close famllv members ever

66.7% (22)

54.5% (18)

No

33.3% (1)

45.5% (15)

http://www.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey_Responses.aspx?sm=WwS%2f08BZRb1ka32illaBxox4FYeNcSntpgYTLI%2fzAqM%3d

Rather

Not

Say
0.0%

©)

0.0%
©)

0.0%

Rating

Count

33

33

Page 10 of 13
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served time in a county Jali? " e Lt b )
Have any of your close family members ever o o 3.0%
served time In a prison? (1) #45.5% (1) 1)
Have any of your close family members ever 57.6% (19) 42.4% (14) 0.0%
been on probation? ©)

answered question

skipped question

5/3/13 9:49 PM

33

33

PAGE: 6

22. Please tell your overall views of people that work in the criminal justice system.

Download

Response Response
Percent Count
?
Overall how do you feel about police officers? 100.0% 1
Show Responses
Overall how do you feel about judges? 96.0% 30
Show Responses
Overall how do you feel about prosecutors? 96.8% 30
Show Respanses
Overall how do you feel about probation and
parole officers? 100.0% #
Show Responses
answered question 31
skipped question 8
23. Race Download
Response Response
Percent Count
African Amerlcan 90.9% 30
Caribbean Amerlcan 9.1% 3
Caucaslan 0.0% 0
Hispanlc 0.0% 0
Aslan 0.0% 0
Other (please specify) 0
answered question 33

linnad misatian

http: / fwww.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey_Responses.aspx?sm=WwS%2f08BZRb1ka32itlaBxox4FYeNcSntpgY TL9%2fzAqM%3d
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Frep— w
24, Gender: Create Chart  Downioad
Response Response

Percent Count
Male 57.6% 19
Female 42.4% 14
answered questlon 33
skipped question 6
25. Age: Create Chart Download
Response Response

Percent Count
18-20 0.0% 0
21-25 L 6.1% 2
26-30 18.2% 6
31-35 3.0% 1
36-40 3.0% 1
4145 6.1% 2
48-50 6.1% 2
51-55 121% 4
58-60 16.2% 5
61-65 9.1% 3
66-70 15.2% 5
71-75 6.1% 2
76 and older 0.0% 0
answered questlon 33
skipped question 6

http://www.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey_Responses.aspx?sm=Ww5%2f08BZRb1ka32iLlaBxox4FYeNcSntpgYTL9%2fzAqM%3d Page 12 of 13
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Upgrade  ikeup Signout  Help

Home My Surveys  Survey Services Plans & Pricing

survey 2 Deslgn Survey  Collect Responses } Analyze Results |

iew S
VIS S mEary Introducing New Analyze BETA

Browse Responses Better charts, easier tools, faster decisions. LexeniMore
Filter Responses

Crosstab Responses | DefaultReport & |

Download Responses o

Share Responses Response Summary Tota Finloned Survey: 14 (0%)

PAGE: 1
1. Are you a member of First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens (FBC)? Download
Response Response
Percent Count
Yes 95.0% 19
No 5.0% 1
answered question 20
skipped question 0
2. How long have you been a membes? Craate Chart Oownl
Response Responsa
Percent Count
1-2 Years 25.0% 5
3-4 Years 15.0% 3
5-6 Years 5.0% 1
7 years or more 55.0% 11
answered question 20
skipped questlon 0
3. Do you consider your self a Christian? Create Chart

Resnonse Response

http:/ /www.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey_Responses.aspx?sm=)VmApcTHZjbKy%2b1%2bWGAehZznP0Oy8h7rF SHINOIEOvgA%3d Page 1 of 13
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Percent Count
Yes 100.0% 20
No 0.0% 0
answered question 20
skipped question 0
4. 1s FBC your normal place of worship? Create Chart Download
Response Response

Percent Count
Yes 100.0% 20
No 0.0% [4}
answered question 20
skippsed question 0
5. How often do you attend FBC? Creats Chart Download
Response Response

Percent Count
Weekiy 100.0% 0
Monthly 0.0% 0

During Hollday events such as

Christmas/Enster 0.0% 0
Other (please specify) 0.0% 0
answered question 20
skipped question 0
6. Do you engage in prayer? Croate Chart Download
Response Response

Percent Count
Dally 100.0% 20
In times of high stress 0.0% 0
Only when | feel it Is needed 0.0% 1]

http:/ fwww.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey_Responses.aspx?sm=jVmApc THZjbKy%2b1%2bWGAehZznPOy8h7rF SHINOSECvGA%3d Page 2 of 13
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Other (please specify) 0.0% 0
answered questlon 20
skipped question 0

PAGE: 2

7. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements.

Strongly Disagree Neither Agree Strongly
Rating
Disagree Agree nor Agree
Count
Disagree

1 punish a person who has done 31.3% 0.0%
something that | think Is wrong. 313% () aTo%imy  C.0%{0) ) © 18
| am understanding of others for the 81.3% 6.3%
mistakes they've made. 0:0%(0) 0:0% (0) 12.5%2) {13) (1) 18
I'm hard on others who have hurt me. 6% (1) 563%(9) 188w 20w O3 16

(2) )
Although others have hurt me In the 62.5% 6.3%
past, | have eventually been able to see 0.0% (0) 6.3% (1) 25.0% (4) ho'; . (1; 16
them as good people.
If others mistreat me, | think badly of - 18.8% 0.0% N
them. 0.0% (0) 62.5% (10) 18.8% (3) @ © 16
| keep distance between me and people 37.5% 6.3%
that commit criminal acts as much as 6.3% (1) 18.8% (3)  31.3% (5) - 6; "(1; 16
possible. (¢
People who commit criminal acts 6.3% 0.0% n
shouldn't be trusted. 6.3% (1) 43.8% (7) 43.8% (7) ) ©) 16
People who commit criminal acts should 12.5% 6.3%
be avolded. . 6.3% (1) 56.3% (9) 18.8% (3) (@) ) 16
Relatlonships with people who commit 6.3% 0.0% "
criminal acts should be cut off. Diat(t) B%2) L% ) 1) (0) 1
Oftenders are different from most - 12.5% 0.0%
DeaRls, 6.3% (1) 62.5% (10)  18.8% (3) @ © 16
1 would be wiiling to be friends with an . " . 68.8% 12.5% 5
offender. 0.0% (0) 6.3% (1) 12.5% (2) (11) @ 16
If you glve an offender an Inch they will . 0.0% 0.0%
b e i 12.5% (2) 56.3% (9)  31.3% (5) © © 16
Most offenders tell the truth. 0.0% (0) 313% (5)  43.8% (7) 25'?:/; 0‘%/; i
All offenders think and act allke. 37.5% (6) 62.5% (10) 0.0% (0) 0%; 0%) 16
Offenders are selfish. 125%(2)  68.8% (11)  12.5%(2) “(:/) Oio/) 16
Offenders listen to reason. 0.0% (0) 188% (3)  50.0% (@) O1S% 0% 1

(5) (0)

http:/ /www.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey Responses.aspx?sm=JVmApcTHZjbKy%2b1%2 bWGAehZznP0y8h7F SHINOIEOVA%3d Page 3 of 13
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Most offenders wlill work to earn an 50.0% 6.3%

honest living. 0.0% (0) 6.3% (1)  37.5% (6) ® i 16
1 would not mind livin, t door to an - 43.8% 0.0%
b vy  NeRtEaonsg 0.0% (0) 25.0% (4)  31.3% (5) (7‘; (0‘; 16
| would not mind one of my children i 5 12.5% 0.0%
dating an offender. 0.0% (0) 50.0% (8) 37.5% (6) @ () 16
The values of most offenders are about e 31.3% 6.3%
the same as the rest of us. oi6% 0} 4BRLY  1B8%19) ®) (1) 18
Offenders need affection and pralse just 56.3% 37.5%
like anybody. 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 6.3% (1) ) (6) 16
Most offenders can go on to lead
productive lives with help and hard 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 12.5% (2) 625% 250% 16
work. (10) 4)
even the worst offenders can change 93.8% 6.3% A
thelr criminal behavior. 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) (15) 1) 16
Most offenders really have little hope of " 12.5% 0.0%
changlng for the better. 18.8%(3)  625%(10)  6.3%(1) @ ) 16
Some offenders are so disadvantaged 25.0% 0.0%
that they can never lead productive 18.8% (3) 43.8% (7) 12.5% (2) . (4; 3 (O; 16
lives.

answered question 16

skipped question 4

PAGE: 3
8. To What Extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about Craate Chart Downiuad

people that commit violent crime (murder, rape, assault, etc)?

Strongly Disagree Neither Agree Strongly
Rating
Disagree Agree nor Agree
Count
Disagree
| punish a person who has done o % 40.0% 6.7%
something that | think Is wrong. Lo BB 198k E {6) (1) 1
1 am understanding of others for the P 73.3% 0.0%
mistakes they've made. Dio%{0) aniz)  138% @) (11) 0) 1
L o oo oo e Bpgei gy 2009 0.0% -
i'm hard on oihers wito have hurt me. 0.0% (0) 46.7% (T} 26.7% (4) ) © 15
Although others have hurt me in the 40.0% 6.7%
past, | have eventually been able to see 0.0% (0) 6.7% (1)  46.7% (7) ® (e; - 1‘)’ 15
them as good people. (
If others mistreat me, | think badly of 26.7% 0.0% .
Tharn: Y 0.0% (0) 33.3% (5)  40.0% (6) ( 4; (0; 15
answered question 15
skipped question 5

http:/ fwww surveymonkey.com/MySurvey_Responses.aspx?sm=JVmApc THZjhKy%2h1%2bWGAehZznP0y8h7rF SHINOSEOVgA%3d Page 4 of 13
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11. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about Cnale
crime reduction?

Strongly Disagree Neither Agree Strongly
Rating
Disagree Agree nor Agree
Count
Disagree
If a person does well In prison, he/she o 5008 5 53.3% 13.3%
should be Jet out on parole. 0.0%(0) 20.0% 6 Teei2) (8) 2) 15
Most offenders know fully well what they " o ' . 73.3% 0.0%
are dolng when they break the law. 57% (1) 1B3% @ 67%() 1) ©) 15
Most offenders commit crimes because » 0.0% 0.0%
they know that they can get away with it. Baia (1} 53.3% (8)  40.0% (6) © ©) 18
Most people who violate the law do so 6.7% 0.0%
because they know that crime pays In 13.3% (2) 46.7% (7) 33.3% (5; N ) 15
1) (0)
America these days.
Most offenders come from broken or o, o SRS 20.0% 6.7%
disorganized homes. 3% 2 BI%BE)  2067%) 3) (1) 1
Most offenders are emotionally o 20.0% 0.0%
Ll 13.3% (2) 33.3% (5)  33.3% (5) @ © 15
Poverty Is a major cause of crime In " o (7 53.3% 0.0%
AABHEA. 13.3% (2) 20.0% (3) 13.3% (2) ®) ©) 15
We should show people who use drugs 13.3% 13.3%
they will be punished severely if they 0.0% (0) 46.7% (7 26.7% (4) " 15
@ 2
don't stop.
We should make sure criminals get
effective treatment for addictions and 46.7% 33.3%
other problems while they're in 0.0% (0) 20.0% (3) 0.0% (0) N S 15
(7 (5)
prison/jall, or on supervision In the
community.
We should keep criminals In prison/jall 5 13.3% 0.0%
and off the streets. 20.0% (3) 40.0% (6) 26.7% (4) @ () 15
We should use the "eye for an eye, tooth i 71% 0.0%
for a tooth” principle. 30.0%47) S5.T%i(0) B ) ()] ) 1
We should deter future offenders by 13.3% 6.7%
severely punishing criminals who are 20.0% (3) 53.3% (8) 6.7% (1) g (2‘; . (1; 15
caught and convicted,
We should provide criminals with 57.4% 35.7%
treatment to address addictlon, mental 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 7.1% (1) N (B; : (5')’ 14
health, or other problems.
We should make sure that the treatment 73.3% 26.7%
provided Is matched to the offender’s 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 1) ) 15
needs.
We should keep criminals In prison/jall 13.3% 0.0%
to prevent them from committing new 26.7% (4) 40.0% (6) 20.0% (3) N (2‘; . (0; 15
crimes. B

We should provide more treatment, jobs,
and educational programs Ina 0.0% (0) 6.7% (1) 0.0% (0) 53.3% 40.0% 15

correctlonal setting to address problems 8) 6)

that often contribute to crime.

We should keep drug users in prison/jall 2 40, 13.3% 0.0%

sl rab o g 33.3% (5) 20.0% (6)  13.3%(2) e © 15
We should punish addicts to stop them — o P 14.3% 0.0%

from using drugs. 21.4% (3) 42.8% (6) 21.4% (3) ) (0) 14

http:/ www.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey_Responses.aspx?sm=JVmApcTHZjbKy%2b1%2bWGAehZznPOy8h7rF5HINOIEOVgA%3d Page 6 of 13
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Crime has gotten worse In Amerlca In P 33.3% 6.7% .
e tast o years; 0.0% (0) 200% (3)  40.0% (6) © ) 15
Crime has been a serlous problem in my 20.0% (3) 66.7% (10) 6.7% (1) 6.7% 0.0% 15

nelghborhoad In the last two years. (O] (0)
answered question 15

sklpped question 5

PAGE: 5§

Chart

12. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements about

crime?
Very Unsafe Unsafe Safe Very Rating
Safe Count
How safe do you feel In your nelghborhood 42.9% 57.1%
during the day? 0.0%(0) 0.0% (0) ©) ®) e
How safe do you feel In your nelghborhood at 57.1% 42.9%
night? 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) ® © 14
14

answered question

skipped questlon 6

13. Below is a list of offenses. Check if you have been a victim of any of these Download
offenses in the last year (Check All That Apply).

Response Response

Percent Count
Someone broke Into my house. 0.0% 0
Had property stolen from house. 0.0% 0
Had property stolen from my yard. 10.0% 1
Someone broke Into my car. 0.0% Y
Had property stolen from my car. 0.0% 0
Had my wallet or purse stolen. 10.0% 1
someone threatened to beat me up, 0.0% 0
someone threatened me with a weapon. 0.0% " 0
i‘:’.ﬂmm held me up on the street and robbed 0.0% 0
f;r:l:one beat me up In a fight that | did not 0.0% 0

http:/ /www.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey_Responses.aspx?sm=jVmApcTHZjbKy%2b1%2bWGAehZznP0Oy8h7rFSHINOSEOvgA%3d Page 7 of 13



104

SurveyMonkey - Survey Results 5/3/13 9:54 PM

Not applicable 80.0% 8

Other (please specify) 0

answered question 10

skipped question 10

14. What has been your experience with the Criminal Justice System? Create Chart Download
Yes No Rather

Rating
Not
Count
Say

o 0.0%

Have you ever been arrested? 28.6% (4) 71.4% (10) ©) 14
% 19 o 0.0%

Have you ever been convicted of a crime? 14.3% (2) 85.7% (12) © 14
o 0.0%

Have you ever served time In a county Jall? 0.0% (0) 100.0% (14) © 14
o, 9 0.0%

Have you ever served time In a prison? 0.0% (0) 100.0% (14) ) 14
- 0.0%

Have you ever been on probation? 7.7% (1) 92.3% (12) © 13

answered question 14

skipped question 6

15. How many face-to-face interactions did you have with the police during the last Create Chant Download

6 months?

Response Response

Percent Count
0 78.6% 41
1-2 21.4% 3
3-4 0.0% 0
5 or more 0.0% 0
answered question 14
skippad question 6

an ek PO SN B o 0 R NSRS, SR ~ e e s o

http://www.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey_Responses.aspx?sm=JVmApcTHZjbKy%2b1%2bWGAehZznPOyBh7rF SHINOSEOvgA%3d Page 8 of 13
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positive?
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573713 9:54 PM

b

Response
Percent
0 71.4%
12 28.6%
34 0.0%
5 or more 0.0%

Other (please specify)
Show Responses

answered question

skipped questlon

17. What made your interaction with the police positive?

Response

Count

Download

Response

Count
Show Responses 9
answered question 9
skipped question 1"
18. Out of those face-to-face interactions with the police, how many of them were Create Chart Download

negative?

Response Response

Percent Count
0 100.0% 14
1-2 ¢ 0.0% 0
3-4 0.0% 0
5 or more 0.0% 0
Other (please specify) 2

Show Responses

answered question 14
skipped question 6

19. What made your interaction with the police negative?

m
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Response

Count

)

answered question

skipped question 15

20. The following questions concerns your own experiences with the police in your
community in the last six months.

Yes No Don't Rating

Know Count

In the last slx months, have you called the police 0.0%
or approached a pollce officer for assistance? TA%i) 92,9%(13) ) 13
For the most recent time you requested police o 0.0%
was It In your ? TR 829%(43) (0) 12
In the last slx months, have you been stopped by 0.0%
the police while you were on the street or In your J 30.8% (4) 69.2% (9) B (0; 13
car?
For the most recent time you were stopped, was It » - 0.0%
In your community? 15.4% (2) 84.6% (1) (0) s
Are you aware of any specific things that police 77%
and residents are doing together to solve 15.4% (2) 76.9% (10) . “; 13
problems In your communlity?
answered question 14
skipped question 6

21. The following questions are about your close family member experiences with
the Criminal Justice System.

Yes No Rather
Rating
Not
Count
Say
Have any of your close family members ever % - 0.0%
been arrested? 78.6% (11) 21.4% (3) ) 14
Have any of your close family members ever ” N 0.0%
been convicted of a crime? STA%(8) 42.0%(8) (0) L
Have any of your close family members ever o " 0.0%
served time In a county Jail? 420%0) 57.9%:(9) () L
Have any of your close famlly members ever o, o, 0.0%
served time in a prison? 0%} 50.0%:i(7) (0) i
Have any of your close family members ever " o i 0.0%
been on probation? A% 42.9%8) 0} 14

http:/ fwww.surveymonkey.com/MySurvey Responses.aspx?sm=]VmApcTHZjbKy%2b1%2bWGAehZznP0Oy8h7rFSHINOIEOVgA%3d Page 10 of 13
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answered question

skipped question

5/3]13 9:54 PM

PAGE: 8

22. Please tell your overall views of people that work in the criminal justice system.

Down

Response Response
Percent Count
Overall how do you feel about police officers? 100.0% 14
Show Responses
Overall how do you feel about judges? 100.0% 14
Show Responses
Qverall how do you feel about prosecutors? 100.0% 14
Show Responses
Overall how do you feel about probation and
_parols offlcers? 100.0% 14
Show Responses
answered question 14
skipped question 8
23. Race Create Chart Download
Response Response
Percent Count
African American 92.9% 13
Carlbbean American 714% 1
Caucaslan 0.0% 0
Hispanic 0.0% 0
Aslan 0.0% 0
Other (ploase specify) 0
answered question 14
sklpped question 6
24. Gender: Create Chart Uownload
Response Response
Percent Count

o

2bWGAehZznPOyBh7rFSHI

NOSEOvgAX3d
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Male 71.4% 10
Female 28.6% 4

answered question 14

skipped question 6

25. Age: Create Chart Downioad
Response Response

Percent Count

18-20 0.0% 0
21-25 7.1% 1
26-30 14.3% 2
31-35 7.1% 1
36-40 71% 1
4145 0.0% 0
46-50 0.0% 0
51-55 21.4% 3
56-60 14.3% 2
61-65 71% 1
66-70 14.3% 2
71-75 0.0% 0
76 and older 74% 1
answered question 14

skipped question 8

Follow Us: Facebook « Twitter + Linkedin » Our Blog = Googler » YouTube
Help: FAQs & Tulorials + Contact Support
About Us: Management Team » Board of Directors » Partners + Newsroom « CentactUs « We're Hiring + Silemap

Policles: Terms of Uss + Privacy Policy » Anti-Spam Policy + Security Statement + Email Opt-Out

Dansk » Dautsch » English » Espafiol « Frangais » #130] » ltaliano « Nederlands » 838 © Norsk » Portugués « Pycokmi » Suomi + Svenska + HIX(RH)
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Interview with Nededge and Charity 7/30/12

Date: 7/30/2012

First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens
Gender: Female

Race: African American

Age: 20-25

Details about the interview context:

What was your general impression of the Survey?

| thought the questions were fair. But sometinmesight they were too general.

What do you think about the survey results when rgsondents cluster in the
neutral category? Does it suggest to you that theare guarding their true feelings
about incarcerated individuals?

The survey broke down different criminal acts sastviolent crime, drug crime,
white-collar crimes, etc. My response was difféfgased on the type of crime. | picked
neutral in certain categories because being frigntlssomeone is different from having
them live next door to you. You can be frienddwvgbmeone, walk down the street with
them and having a casual conversation. Howevkndav that someone lives right next
door, 1 don’t care. Sometimes you don’t know thenmal background of your neighbor.
If | knew someone had a criminal background, | wlomlnt to know what the act was. It
depends. If you were a pedophile | don’t wantéanbxt to you. At the same time if you

robbed a grocery store or something, there is aaehor you to rehabilitate yourself. If
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you are a sexual offender | think those situatim@smore difficult for someone to
rehabilitate.

Taking something from me is different from physigd&larming me. The degree
of the crime determines my perception of the indlial. The reason why | am neutral in
my response to some of the statements is becadspands on the type of crime that was
committed.

OK so let’s talk about violent crime: murder, rape, assault.

When it comes to white-collar crimes or drug crirhean stomach that. Violent
crimes | don’'t know. The statement made in the@eythat | punish someone if they
committed these violent crimes feel like it is ofitmy hand. What does it mean by

punishment?

What is your sense of justice when it comes to ones of violence?
The nature of the crime needs to be explored. Would have to look into the case
itself. There is murder that is categorized aslantary manslaughter. Everyone has a
different mindset when a crime is committed. Yaun'd know their intention, so you
would have to look into that. Generally in theeca$ rape or sexual assault, | think you
should definitely punish the perpetrator. Casesofder will have to look into the
particulars of the case.

The survey indicates that most people would punisimdividuals for drug

crimes.
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| thought it would be opposite. | thought peopleuwd be more lenient against
drug crimes. | feel the punishment is too harshdfag crimes. | think there should be
rehabilitation programs instead of punishing sonecfon 10 years.

When it comes to white-collar crimes a large percdage agree that someone
should be punished for the crime.

| believe it is easier to forgive these types amnes because it is not so violent.

| agree with Nadesh about the type of crime shbelgunished. | would forgive,
but feel you should be punished. When it comashibe-collar crimes people may be
lenient, but drug crimes they are harsh on thegimaors. They are getting people in
impoverished areas that don’t have the opportundrel the only way they can make
money is to sell illegal drugs. Many times thosegle are not abusers of drugs. | know
this because | have a family member who has bemmaarated and is his reality.

It's easier for people to punish a sociopath tharnée-collar criminal. Everyone
deserves forgiveness, but still must be punished.

The funny thing about surveys is that it is suppgodee anonymous. But people
are thinking as they answer the question, whatheeg going to be thinking about me.
So | don't think people are 100% honest on surveys.

How do we serve a population of people that have be defined by the worst
time in their life?

| think | can serve this population. | have beroairaging my cousin who is
incarcerated in North Carolina. | send him scrigsuand let him know that he does not

have to be defined by his past mistakes. | thmtoeragement and support of this
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population is a good start, but | do believe inat@htation. Rehabilitation for me is to
have self-confidence in you, partner with otheramigations.

The most important thing is to change the mindégeople. When they come
out they will be thought of as criminals, many ar¢ail for drug trafficking. They are a
product of their environment. The first thing to id change the environment. Maybe
those returning from prison can be mentors to dtits who are where they were before
they were incarcerated. This would help changestivronment. In this way they will
be helping someone and use the worst moment inliteeio inspire someone else.

The legal system needs to change the penaltiekdgrtrafficking because it
affects African Americans the most. | think what are doing in the church is good. It
is great to have mentors, counseling. But they thaak you don’t know what it is like
to walk in my shoes. You can’'t understand whay e going through. | think we
should change the mindset of people.

We send people to jail hoping they will be rehaaikd. There is no such thing.
They come out and we tell them they can’t do thid @an’t do that. What happens is
they go back to do the things that got them inatause there is no alternative for them.

There are a lot of businesses represented in aucleh If we can do a job fair
and have former prisoners participate.

| read a book about a man that was wrongfully aedusent to 20 years. He was
so used to prison life that it was a shock for lihren he got out. Buildings were in new
places, the Internet was up and running. Life gednl80 degrees for this man. He had
to be shown how to live again, how to go to thecgrg store, etc. In some ways | don’t

know what to do. The prison system has to chamyg.that’'s another story.
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Is there something you personally can do?

| am sure there is something | can do. Well | &anuggling trying to find a job
right now. Maybe we can help each other. They@oking for a job; maybe we can
look for a job together.

I've seen on T.V. kids that have behavioral issu@se of my first jobs was in a
jail. 1t was not a positive experience. Not beseaaf the incarcerated, but because of the
people | had to work with. They were not profesalpacted out the way people
incarcerated.

So in the show incarcerated individuals confrontexrlkids who had behavioral
issues and warning the kids not to go down the et went down. | do feel it is more
affective to have someone who’s been down the gatie but maybe | can help.

| think they need to be rehabilitated mentally.eThindset needs to change.
That's what lyanla Vanzant of Fix My Life deals it

| think the prison creates more criminals thareftabilitates. You leave a gang

on the outside to join another gang on the inside.
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New Brunswick
Tomorrow

NeW Brunswick Faithbased Coalition

DATE: September 10, 2013
LOCATION: Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
TIME: 4:30 pm — 6:30 pm

[ sECTION ATTENDANC
PRESENT:

Jim Cahill, Mayor, City of New Brunswick

Michael Knecht, Vice President Communications/Community Relations, RWJ University Hospital
Ryan Parker, Director of Diversity and Inclusion, RWJ University Hospital
Rev. Hartmut Kramer-Mills, First Reformed Church ’

Rev. Dr. Tabiri Chukunta, Saint Peter’s University Hospital

Rev. Dr. John DeVelder, RWJ University Hospital

Rabbi Bennett Miller, Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple

Rev. Martisha Dwyer, RWJ Chaplain

Rev. Selvin Galvan, Assembly of Christian Church INC

Monsignor Joseph Kerrigan, Sacred Heart R.C. Church

Millie Martin, Sacred Heart R.C. Church

Rev. Hartmut Kramer-Mills, First Reformed Church

Rabbi Abraham Mykoff, Congregation Poile Zedek

Rev. Douglas Shepler, Second Reform Church

Rev. Norberto Torres , The Refuge Christian Church

Elder Nelson Rodriguez, The Refuge Christian Church

The Venerable Gideon Uzomechina, Saint Albans Episcopal Church

Paul Helms, Jacob’s Well

Rev. Errol Cooper, First Baptist Church

Eric Billups, Mt. Zion Church

Reverend Dr. Brenda Lumzy-Hicks, Mount Cavalry Missionary Church
Ayana Higgins, Mount Cavalry Missionary Church

Father Peter Cebulka, Chaplain Rutgers, St. Peter’s University Parich
Father Jeff Calia, St. Peter’s Roman Catholic Church

Pastor Greg Young, United Methodist Church

Maria Hunter of Catholic Charities

Isaac Benjamin, Enroll America

Keith Jones, Ciclovia

Kristen Maddock, Rutgers Student Volunteer Council

Tina Kushary, Rutgers Student Volunteer Council

Jeanette Vargas, Salvation Army

Luis Gutierrez, Salvation Army

Jeffrey Vega, President, New Brunswick Tomorrow

Jaymie Santiago, Director, Program Operations, New Brunswick Tomorrow
Monica Reyes, Executive Assistant, New Brunswick Tomorrow

Rose Jean-Baptiste, Assistant Director of Operations, New Brunswick Tomorrow
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Mr. Vega asked that they give those in attendance their contact
information to follow up with volunteer opportunities.

DISTRIBUTION OF ASSESSMENT REPORT (FREEZER
/REFRIGERATION EQUIPMENT): Mr. Vega reported on the
freezer/refrigeration program that was implemented with 3 food pantries
through a small grant from Johnson & Johnson. At the next meeting, we
will invite the evaluator and determine with everyone next steps, if any.

UPDATE ON MICRO-WEBSITE: Jaymie Santiago, Director of Program
Operations, discussed the progress of the faith-based micro website.
Although the group has not met throughout the summer, a lot of work
was done with the website. It will be ready in the fall and we will have a
soft launch for it. Some of the kinks will be worked on prior to the public
launch. Communication between houses of worship is key to making this
work. For those who are not comfortable with technology, there will be
training videos available to help you understand how to navigate through
the site. NBT Staff will also be trained on it to further assist anyone who
needs help.

COALITION PAST ACCOMPLISHMENTS: Mayor Cahill reviewed with
the Coalition its activities over the past 3 years. A fact sheet was
distributed that contained the following:

Planning Activities and Projects

e Coalition Micro-Website (Workgroup 3)

Mentoring Program with PRAB (Workgroup 1)

Equipment for Food Pantries

Parent Survey (Group 2)

David Redlawsk, Eagleton Survey Results, Eagleton Institute

o o o o

Community Partner Connectivity (Presentations)

Richard Kaplan, Superintendent of Public Schools
Anthony Caputo, New Brunswick Police Department

Dave Blevins, Director, Youth Services System

Marjsol Conde Hernandez, NJ Dream Act Coalition
Michael Knecht, Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
Ron Rak, Saint Peter’s Healthcare System

Richard L. Edwards, Rutgers University

Awareness of Resources and Events

Information on Info Line

Welcome Home Program

Interfaith Overflow Shelter

Literacy - Eliminated Waiting list for ESL (12/10)
911 Event at Boyd Park

Tour of the new high school

Mayor Cahill reviewed the accomplishments. Then asked Coalition
members about some areas of focus, stressing that it should be areas
that will define the role that the faith-based community and have high
impact. Mayor Cahill suggested that the Coalition do some homework on
what future ideas may come across and provide those ideas either to
NBT or bring them to the next meeting.

New Brunswick Faith-based Coalition Meeting

September 10, 2013

Page 3
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Rev. Doug Shepler of Second Reformed Church asked the Mayor if he has
the opportunity to speak to the student population at Rutgers. Mayor
Cahill replied that he does to some capacity.

Rabbi Bennett Miller, Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple, asked if the City
can make New Brunswick to be a “gun-free” city. Rabbi Miller mentioned
the analogy to several cities declaring that no one will go hungry. Mayor
Cahill mentioned that it is an initiative the can be planned but requires
having the support of the faith-based coalition. Mayor Cahill added that
houses of worship have the ability to develop personal trust with people
in order for them to “turn a gun in.”

Msgr. Joseph Kerrigan, Sacred Heart Church, shared that PICO (People
Improving Community through Organizing) was coming to the City. One
of many national networks who will work with leaders from the houses of
worship. They want to form a community of the poor so that they may
provide a resolution to their own issues.

Mayor Cahill mentioned he loves the idea of “nobody goes hungry” and
he stated the work of the Community Food Alliance, who have provided
many families with food and related resources.

Mayor Cahill suggested that the group focus on the issues that
parishioners bring forth to the many houses of worship in order to tackle
issues.

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT: Mr. Isaac Benjamin, Enroll America, briefly
discussed the Affordable Care Act. Mr. Benjamin can provide answers to
those who do not know how to enroll. He offered hosting information
sessions at anyone’s house of worship. Mr. Vega invited the group to join
NBT at a future meeting of the Health task Force where Isaac will give a
more detailed description of the initiative.

Mayor Cahill thanked everyone for attending and stated that the next
meeting can be used to fine tune areas to focus on.

Announcements | The next faith-based coalition meeting will take place on December 4%, Informational
2013.
Adjournment There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. Informational

New Brunswick Faith-based Coalition Meeting
September 10, 2013
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“Enfolding Ex-Prisonors” Transcript

Karen Saupe, is the host of a media program nammeer' Compass.” The
program broadcasts from the campus of Calvin Cellagsrand Rapids, Michigan.
Saupe interviewed Dr. Trulear in November 2009 abaiwork with the formerly
incarcerated. Inner Compass focused on peopleus@daith and ethics to guide them
through the critical issues of life.

Saupe began the program by saying, “Imagine beafiget by the worst thing
you've ever done. We do that all the time withpeisoners. Maybe the first steps in
helping them rejoin society successfully is by miythem a new namé.”Saupe
continued by stating, “Today’s guest suggests natgrcitizen and he has a number of
ways to make this journey successful.”

Dr. Trulear made a statement that about 700,030 perrs are released from
prison each year. He said that they do the cridaehe time and are given a clean slate
upon release; except, it does not work that waylear talked about collateral sanctions
that men and women returning from incarceratioe faaking it difficult to make the
transition. He identified four areas. Housingmost states if you have a felony
conviction you cannot live in public housing. $gau were living in public housing at
the time you were incarcerated you cannot go baokeh

Another area is the job market. There are a numb@bs that are closed to

individuals who have a conviction. In Florida, fstample 49 percent of all jobs are off

! Enfolding Ex-Prisoners — Inner Compass, videq filgp://vimeo.com/7687684 (accessed
November 7, 2013).

2 Ibid.
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the table for people with convictions. Trulearcsatically stated that dangerous
professions such as a barber or cosmetologiseateated from people with felony
convictions because the state gives them a licensarry scissors.

A third restriction highlighted by Trulear was edtional opportunities. People
with felony convictions are denied federal granpagunity. Fourthly, there is imposed
upon persons with felony convictions citizenshipceon that prevents them from voting
in state, county, and municipal elections. Thesecancrete set of sanctions, argues
Trulear, in addition to the stigma and shame chiioeration. Because of the stigma
associated with formerly incarcerated, Truleahigwork with the Annie Casey
Foundation decided to avoid the stigma by discamtigp the use of the term ex-offender
and use the term returning citizens.

He said he uses the term for two reasons. Firdigheves no one should be
defined by what they used to be. Secondly not ererwho was incarcerated committed
a crime. Some people have been wrongly convicReturning Citizen reflected the
reality of what it meant to come back and the teitieen was part of the notion of
restoration.

Trulear goes on to discuss why people prefer pumttieatment to healing
treatment in prison. He suggested that the geperailation does not really care about
the incarcerated because the general consensuseéniaa is to address our own self-
interest. Trulear said that when self-intereselated to the criminal justice system, it
means keep the criminals away from me. He offeaswe are a people who like

revenge; we don’t just want justice, we want pedplsuffer.
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Trulear goes on to talk about a justice that haatsgives an example of a
mother’s son who was shot to death by another I&he decided that there would be no
retaliation. The woman begins to write her sorllek visit him in prison and develops a
relationship with him. Her son’s killer over thears begins to develop a sense of
remorse. The woman whose son was murdered bydhadual she is now visiting says
that you have made yourself part of this familynbyrdering my son and it is now my
responsibility to help you get better.

In telling this story Trulear indicated that restiive justice could replace hate and
hostility, but takes time and relationship buildinghe mother did not absolve the boy of
her son’s murder. She held him responsible buérstdod that he needed help to turn
around.

Trulear discussed violent behavior that peoplenl@aud discover that they use
violence to be successful. Violence then becomeayeof life. Such behavior has to be
unlearned as an inadequate response to life’s engtuations. However, this violent
behavior cannot simply be removed, but must beaoel with another behavior.

Trulear talked about the reason that faith basgdrozations are instrumental in
replacing behaviors. The two things that faithdebsistitutions do is they are involved
in values transformation/values clarification. ®eeond is that they are all relational
institutions. The things that the church can btmghe table are central realities for
anyone who is incarcerated or returning from prigdln Faith communities are
mobilized not so much around jobs and housing. a@Bytcongregation, regardless of

whether it has the capacity to do jobs trainingausing, is inherently going to do values
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transformation and relationship building. The sgths that are endemic in a religious
organization can be put to use in the re-entry muard.

Trulear highlighted the reality that at least 7@ceat, and as much as 100
percent, of any given church congregation has famgmbers who are connected to
someone that is incarcerated. So we do not neeentinire out and seek out someone;
we can begin in the congregation where we are plBean begin with individuals in
their own congregation and work outward. He talabdut how congregations can begin
to understand the pervasiveness of incarceratidrhaw the church can get involved.
Some things that churches can do are not addressstlie as a special ministry. It
should be part of the natural flow of what churctedi.e., visiting sick, home bound,
etc.).

The interviewer posed the question of whether theeedangers for congregations
that welcome returning citizens who might fall imtlol behaviors. Trulear said that a
congregation should not wait until someone comesehto be a welcoming presence.
Congregations must begin to build relationshipsi@vpeople are still incarcerated. Get
to know their strengths and weaknesses. Therma@es who were in jail for doing
bad things and will continue to do bad things wttesy return. You are not going to be
able to shift everyone’s values. However, one wagduce the risk is to get to know
them.

Another way to reduce risk is to hold them accobleta Require certain things
from the returning citizen that lets you know tteeg committed to the relationship and is
not there to use the church. Trulear indicatetishene education on the part of the

church is needed to understand the institutionlaabier or “prisonization” that people
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incarcerated have learned. Churches must hold@aapountable for how they relate to
you in spite of how difficult their situation maywe been while they were incarcerated.
Therefore, the church must understand somethingtagisson culture as part of their

preparation to get involved in this type of work.
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State senator's proposal to legalize marijuana has mixed support

legalize-marijuana.jpg

Marijuana growing at a medical marijuana dispensary in Woodbridge. Sen. Nicholas Scutari wants New
Jersey to legalize the sale and possession of marijuana, not just for medicinal purposes. (Andrew Mills/The
Star-Ledger)

MaryAnn Spoto/The Star-Ledger By MaryAnn Spoto/The Star-Ledger

Email the author | Follow on Twitter

on January 24, 2014 at 6:50 PM, updated January 25, 2014 at 2:18 AM

TRENTON —Legalizing the sale and possession of marijuana in New Jersey has some civil rights advocates

giddy over the idea but others would like to see the proposal go up in smoke.

Gov. Chris Christie, who has the final say over the bills that reach his desk, has said several times he is
against the legalization of marijuana. That continues to be his position, his spokesman, Michael Drewniak,

said today.

State Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D-Union), who said he plans to introduce legislation legalizing marijuana,
said he knows he has a lot of convincing to do with Christie and his fellow lawmakers, but he wants to start

the discussion.

He said he is using Colorado as a model. That state began allowing the sale of marijuana for recreational

use on Jan. 1. Washington State's law legalizing marijuana willl take effect later this year.

Jay Lassiter, a medical marijuana advocate, questioned why Scutari didn't push for the issue to be placed
on the ballot in November to circumvent a Christie veto. He said the Assembly and Senate, controlled by

Democrats, could have come up with enough votes to push through legalization sooner.

“The ballot would be the only way we could get it quickly. The fact that we're doing it legislatively

automatically implies that the process will be longer and more drawn out,” he said.

Lassiter said legalizing marijuana in New Jersey would also fix problems with the state’s medical marijuana

law, which he called “a mess” because of its strict requirements for patients.
But, he said, support is growing for legalization.
“The iron is hot. The political winds are more conducive,” he said. “Bring it on!”

Rev. Errol Cooper, head of prison ministry for the First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens in Somerset, said
he would like to see the day when there aren’t so many people of color in jail for minor drug offenses.

http://blog.nj.comunion_impact/print.html ?entry=/2014/01/post_20.html 12
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But he'd rather see it come about by decriminalizing certain drug offenses or knocking them down to

summonses.

“We’re moving too quickly for our own good,” he said. “To lessen the penalty for it is one thing, but to
legalize it across the board is another. We need to wait a few years and see what transpires in Colorado. I

don't think it’s wise to jump on the band wagon with everyone else just because it's the hot trend.”

South Brunswick Police Chief Raymond Hayducka, the immediate past president of the New Jersey State
Association of Chiefs of Police, said the organization has always been against legalizing marijuana and most

likely will be opposed to this bill as well.

“In the past, we have been opposed to it completely. We are going to review his proposal but it's pretty

safe to say we'll oppose that, too,” Hayducka said.

“We see the effects of marijuana. We see it's problematic for law enforcement agencies. We don't need

additional problems,” he added.
Hayducka said there isn't enough research supporting legalization.

But Udi Ofer, executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey, said studies have

revealed one big inequity.

"Studies have repeatedly shown that whites and blacks consume marijuana at similar rates, yet people of
color overwhelmingly suffer the criminal consequences,” Ofer said. “In New Jersey, African-Americans are
arrested for marijuana possession at a rate of close to 3-1 when compared to whites, despite similar usage

rates. The time has come to tax, regulate, and legalize marijuana for personal use.”
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