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INTRODUCTION

A. furpose of Btudy

Few fields of history have been more extensively
studied by successive generations of historians and few
offer more rewards in the shape of fresh fagts and theories
than the story of religions in America. There have been
numerous volumes which disocuss the history, growth, and
the development of every religious movement in Amerioca,
yet there are few, if any, comprehensive studles of the
men who zuided their churches through the years, If this
18 true of any denomination, i1t i1s especially true of the
Methodiste, Of the encestral, social, religlous, educat-
fional baskground, and ministerial tralning, little 18
known. From what kind of families did they come? FHow
were they shaped by their environment and nurtured by
training for their future missiony What led them to the
Methodist Church, and impelled them %o devote the rest
of thelr lives to its service? Were the ploneer Meth=-
odist preachers recruited from e plous, stersotyped cler-
{oal group? How well educated were they? How dld they
compare with the clergy of rival denominatiouns? The pur-

pose of this study has been to answer these and simllar

questions.
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This study not only contributes to the better
understanding of the Methodlst Episcopal Church, but
alﬁh throws lizht upon other phases of Americen soecial
and cultural history. In addition to showing the back-
ground of the ploneer Methodist preachers, it tells
something of the story of genersl educatlon, and more
especially, theological education, in the Bnited States
during the years 1790 to 1860, It also discusses, as
far a8 the limited data available have permitted, the
nature of these schools, colleges, and theologlcal sem-
inaries; their buildings, faculties, student bodles,
gurricula, extracurricular activities, and the status

of religion in them,

B. Sourges of Information

The data for this study has been segursd mainly
from a study of over two hundred and fifty autoblograph-
jes Of ploneer preachers in the Methodisgt Episcopal
Ghurch in the United States, 1790 to 1860, It has been
the eim of this study, as far as possible, to let the
eircuit riders tell thelr own story--the struggles of
their early family life on the frontier, the thrill of
their boyhood mischief and amusement, their thiret for
education, the long, arduous prooess of their spiritual
conversion, thelr «lorious call to preach, and thelir
meager theologloal training. Supplementary sources

have been used Sparinglys An introduction to American
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Methodlsm has been prepared with the use of two second-
ary sources, both written by authorities in the field of
American Methodism, Willlam W, Sweet and Nolan B, Harmon,
The materials and data for this dissertation have
been secured from the library of Drew University in
Madlson, HNew Jersey, which contains the largest and most
important, collection of sources for the history of Amer-
lcan Methodlsm in the world, Its colleotion of autoblo-
graphies of ploneer Methodist preaschers is particularly

noteworthy,

0. Gonelusions

The following conclusions have emerged from this
study of the early life of the Methodist minister in the
United States, 1790 te 1860
1. The clergy of the Methodist Episcopal Church during

the years 1790 to 1860 was recruited from no pecul-
iarly plous clerical clasaz of soclety, The vast
Methodist clergy consisted of a conglomeration of

all sorts of Americans, The call to preach the Meth-
odist gospel came not only in the crowded centers of
population, but alse on the frontier; not only te
the wealthy and cultured, but even more predomin-

antly to the poor, neglected, and unlearnsd olasaes

of socisty.

2, The pioneer Methodiat preachers en joyed a normsal,
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agtive youth, Their childhood wes active and execit-
ing, not stald and plous as one mizght expect.

The ploneer Methodist preacher thirsted for éﬂunatiﬁéw
This 1s a phase of pioneer Hnthndiém, denominationally
#nd individuelly, which hae bsen grossly misrepresent-
ed in meny studles of American Methodlism. It is true
that the Methodist clergy was poorly educated when
compared with gertain other demominations; yet, in
splte of the difficulty of securing books and the lack
of zood edugational institutions and quelified in-
structors, the ploneer Methodist circult riders were
surprisinzly well educated, There wers some Meth-
odist preachers who did enjoy the best educational

advantages which early Amerioa offered,

The pioneer Methodlst preachers came from a varisty
of religious backgrounds ranging from staunch Roman
Oatholicism to atheism, Most of the preacheras were
producta of evangelical Frotestant groupsj moet en-

joyed a Tair amount of religious training in the

home,

The pioneer Methodist preachers literslly interpreted
their Savior's commendment: "Go ye into all the
world and preach the gospel to every creature.”
Upon their splritual gonversion, & new task wam

theiras "wWoe is me if I preach not the gospell”




logleal training, Some of them, however, were well
prepared for the ministry; others had littles know=
ledge of English grammar and common arithmetic, Nethe
odist cirouit riders studied theology in “Brush
College” and were trained under the professorshipfof
Wesley, Fletcher, and Clarke, Through practical
experience under the junior-senior preasher aystem
and by intense self-study of a course of reading
prescribed by the various conferenges, these zen had
received their ministerial training, As Methodlisa
matured, the desirability of formal theologioal
training was recogniszed, 5y 1855 two Methodist
Episcopal theologzical seminaries had been founded in
the United States, one in New England and the other in
the M¥iddle Vest,




CHAFPTER I AN INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN METHODISM

In order to discuss the background and training
of the Nethodlst minister in the United States from
1790 to 1860, it 18 necessary first to understand the
historical foundations of the ecclesiastical system
within which he lived and labored, It is also essen-
tial to know who were these peaple called Methodistis?
What was the attitude of other denominations toward
them? Was their meds of worship distinet? How effect-
ive was this new sect in America? What was the secret
of the success of the plonesyr Methodists? The purpose
of this chapter has been to answer these and simllar
questions, If such factors are significsant for deter-
mining why Methodism flourished in early America, they

are even more significant in the ralsling of a native

cleray.

Methodlsm 18 generally dated from 1739, when the
first congregations were formed in London and Bristol,
England., It was not untll thirty years later, however,
that John Wesley sent offlclal representatives to the
American colonies, In August, 1769, at the conference
at Leeds, inglend, Wesley finally became cognizant of: o
the rapid growth of the Methodist societies in America

which had been founded in the 1760's by Irish laymen,




Philip Embury and Robert Strawbridge. He stated, "We
have a pressing call from our brethren of New York (who
have bullt a preaching house) to come over to help them.
Who 1is willing to 3a?"1 The two volunteers were Richard
Boardman and Joseph Pilmoor. When the first official
missionaries arrived in Philedelphia on that nutumn'day
in 1769, Methodism had beem firmly planted in Maryland,
Delawvare, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and New Iark,a

By 1771 Wesley recelved requests for more preach-
ers to lead the growing number of Methodist societies in
the American colonles, In answer he appolnted Francis
Asbury and Thomas Rankin, the former as the firsi super=-
1ntenﬂeni of American Methodism. The infant church
grew by leaps and bounds, for at the close of the Revol-
utionary Wap elghty preachers and almost fifteen thousand
members were reported,

The formation of an independent Methodlst Churah
in Americe wes inevitable by the 1780%'s. The Methodlst
societies became increasingly restless at thelr limitat-
fons;: their preachers who had been sent by Wesley were
not clergymen, but suthorized laymen who were unable to
asdminister the holy sacraments and perform the full
duties of a parish priest. At the English Jonference
of 1784 Wesley accepted the inevitable and acted to pro-
vide an ordained clergy for the Methodlsts in Americs,
consecrating Thomas Coke as eplscopal head of the Meth-
sdist soaieties in the colonies. The Methodlists in

America soon demanded a separate church of thelr own,




This came as a great shock to Wesley, who did his best

to keep NMethodism a lay movement within the Church of
England, Accordingly, 2t the famous Christmag Confer-
énoe of 1784 held at Baltimore, the Methodist Eplscopal
Chureh was born, Wesley's ahridgumﬂﬁt of the Thirty-nine
Artiocles of Rellgion of the Church of England, his version
of the Anglican litwrgy and hyme, and the "General Rules"
for Methodist soeieties were incorporated inte & book of
disoipline which was first published in 1785, The first
general conference of the new NHethodist Episcopal Chureh
was held in 1792, Thus, the MNethodists were the flrst
religious body in Ameriaa to work out an independent and

national organization.

Methodism from the days of John Weslsy onward
has been Imown for its orgenizational efficiency. The
basic featureg of itz episcopal structure hgva perslsted
throush the years, Methodism began in England as a pab~
ernal system, John Wesley being in complete control.
Toward the end of his life Wesley became increasingly
congerned with the survivel of the Methodist movement,
As the number of socisties grew, he found it necessary

to appoint certaln of the more experienced among them

assistanta,

Kplscopscy 18 the central theme of the Methodlist
organizational framework. Wesley believed the Eplscopal
form of ohurech government to be "both scriptural and

apostolieal,” He also was convinged that there were

only two orders of the ministry, deacons and elders.
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Blshops, according to him, were merely elders who had
been set aside for administretion in the chureh. He pre-
ferred these administrators to be salled superintendents
rather than bishops, because the latter term suggested
the pampTanﬁ ceremony of %the tradiiional worldly Znglish
bishopss  Francis Asbury, on the other hand, wished to
drop the long, cumbersome name and adopted for himself
the title of bishop. BSome of the preachers objected to
the change, ag did Wesley in England, but a majority
approved it and its use scon begame eatablished in Amer-
1aan.Mathndiam.8 Thus, the heads of the Methodist hier-
archy became known as8 bishops. For the imfant chwreh
functioning in a sparsely settled, rapidly-developing
country, centralization wag the best policy. No one
realized more than Asbury how essential to the suceess of
the evangelical muvamaft was his authority to send preach-
ers wherever he ahasa.ﬁ The blshop alone has the right
to say where each preacher shall preach. FHis other im-
portent responsibilities include the ordaining of men into
the g¢lergy, presiding over annual and general conference
sessions, and carrying through the church program in gen-
eral.,  His duties arose through the needs of a growing

10
shurch for firm episcopal leadership.

The General Conference of 1792 realized that the
superintendence of the growing Methodist =Zpiscopal Church
was a task too large for one man, Asbury, to handle alond,

The office of presiding elder was thuas established, These




men were appointed by the bishops of the various annual

annfaranaa;lto supervise a group of eciroults and thelr

preachers,

The regular Methodist c¢lergy ccnsists of two
orders, elders and deacons, the former being fully-ordesin-
ed men, capable of sdministering =ll of the saoramentsa,
Deacons aasisted the elder in all parish dutles and were
able to marry and baptize in the absence of an aldor.12
Methodism also set up a lay ministry, which consisted of
local preachers and exhorters who followed regular vogat-
{ons during the week, but devoted some of thelr time %o
preaoching and oprganizing Methodist classes 1n thelir
neighborhoods, The advantages of the lay ministry to the
young expanding church are at onee zpparent, By msans of
1t the denomination retained the services of many gifted
men whose talents would have been lost had the church
relied wholly on the 1tlnerancy. The loeal preachers
served the church with dilligence and ﬂupplemeggad the

work of the itinerants in a most able manner, Meny

of them were thus induced to enter the itinerancy per-
14
manently.

The characteristio governing body of the Meth-
odiste is Lhe conferanaceé, Within a few yeara of 1ts
founding the lethodlst rovement had prospered beyond
Yedley's fondest dreama. The need for some form of demo-
oratic governing body was obvious in the Hethodist
gystem, Wesiey gcalled the first Methodlst general con-

ference in England 1in 1774, This historie gconference had
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within 1t the basic forms of the slaborate oconference
system which grew up in American Mﬁthﬂdiﬁm;lﬁ

The quarterly conference is the traditional
business and gaverning body of the loecal parish or "ehargel
It included all local church and lay offieials plus the |

preacher or preschers, At least two meetings of each

quarterly conference were to be held each year, This
important body had all auper#iaoriﬁand property-holding
povwers on the local church level.

Until 1773 what little business the American
Methodists had was conducted in these guarterly meetlings,
In that year Thomag Rankin, Wesley's first “General
Assistant,” called the first annual conference, From
this time until 1884 such conferences were held annually,
all preachers being required to attanﬁ.17 The intro-
duction of the governing conference thus marked the end
of Wesley's personal rule in America.

The whole character of the Methodist conference
system had now changed, It was given the power to elect
descons and elders and to admit men into the ranks of the
ministry and into conference membership. BY 1800 it was
proving impracticeble, 1f not 1@poésihla, for the
secattered and rapidly inereasing clergy of the church to

meet asnnually and legislate satisfactorily. Accordingly

the country was divided into seographical sections known
18

ag annusal conferences,

84411 another development was the rise of the

general conference, the first of which was held in Balt-




imore in 1792, Here it was agreed that thereafter a
gensral conference, consisting of delegates from the
various annual gsonferences, was to be held every four
years, Thus the 1dea of & representative chureh govern=-
ing body was added to the Methodist system, but not with-
out struggle, discussion, and debate, HLach confersnce
level had been glven its own rights and responsibilities}
each was mede dependent upon the othnr.lg

Undoubtedly, the greatest factor in the expansion
of Methodism on the frontier was the itinerant system.,
The itinerant ministry had its origins in early English
fiethodiam, Wesley being regarded ss the first real "Itin-
erant.” Wesley opposed the parish system, being convinged
by his own experience that the itinerant ministry was not
only the best-suited for providing spiritual guldance to
converts, but also was supported by spostolic ax&mplﬁ.ao

The circuit system and the travelling ministry was
even more offective in America than 1t was in England.
Seversl serious disadvantages confronted the churches on
the frontier. Fopulatlon shifted rapidly, it was widely
scattered, and because of the poverty of the people, it
wag out of the gueation for many gcompunities to support
e settled pastor. Under the circult plen & single elr-
suit preacher could supply the needs of many settled
communities, Usually two preachers were appointed to &

ecircuit, a younger men and an older one, designated

junior and senior preacher, The younger man profited
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from the older man's experience, for there wers no formal

aahoalglror training preachers in the early days of Meth-

odism,

Ihe olroult system enabled the ploneer Methodlst
preachers to keep pace with the new settlements, The
Methodlist Church is one of the largest Protestant denom-
inations in the Unlited States today besause it developed.
the best technique Tor following and minlstering to a
moving restless population=--the itlinerant system, IV
appears that no denomination so effectively overcame the

22
disadvantages of the fronbtier as dld the Methodlsts,

From the very beginning of the Methodist Eplscopal
Churech in Americe, an elaborate discipline was drawn up
and widely distributed. Originally the Methodlet
socletles were governed by the "General Rules" dpawn up
by Wesley in England in 1743, and by regulations in the
conferences, which were held yearly from 1744, These
regulations were first published in the "Gonference Min-

utes" from year to year and later colleoted together and

printed in a tragt called the Larse lMinutes. The seme
rules and regulations which governed English Kethodlsm
were used in Amerilcs, so far as they applied, When the
Methodiste formally organized as & gseparate church at the
christmage Conference of 1784, a Form of Disclpline for the
Miniategql_Pregfhars, aﬁg_gﬁp@r_Mmeara_af tq§wm?thnd;a§

Epiacaggl Churech in America was prepared, I waa modeled




o

after Wesley's Lapge Minutes, to whish were added the
Twenty-Four Artloles of Religion, and

and Hymng prepared by John and Charles Wesley as the form
of divine lituwrgy. A large ssction of the Discipline

wag devoted to the ministry and the rules for governing
X e ; Q7
the 1if=2 and work of the lecal church.

The publication of the first Methodist Discipline
in 1785 marks the beginning of a new era in Amerigan
¥ethodiam, since it provided for the atabil}aatinn.ﬂr
Methodist church government, With an apla;ﬁpaay estab-
lished, & minisiry ordained #nd itinerating, a liturgy
adopted; and the Methodist practice of holding represent-
ative oconferences firmly fixed in the plan of the new
¢hurch, Methodism in Amerliga began.

The people called "Methodists" in America were of
2 peculiar sort. Looking bagk over £ifty years of his
early experiences, Peter Cartwright thus desceribes the

backwoods Methodists of the beginning of the nineteenth

gentury’

The Methodists in that early day dressed plainj
attended their meellngs faithfully, eapecislly in
preaching, prayer, snd class meetingat they wore

no jewelry, no rufflesj they would frequently

walk three or four miles to alass meetings, and
home azain, on Sundays; they would go thirty or
forty miles to thelr quarterly meetings, and think
1% a glorious privilege to meet their preslding
eldepr, end the rest of the preschers, They could,
neerly every soul of them, ging our hymns and
spiritual songs. They religiously kept the Sabbath
days many of them abstained from dram-drinking, nob
becauge the tsmperandee reformation was ever heard
of in that day, but because 1t was interdicted In the
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General Rules of our Diseipline, Methodista of
that day stood up and faced their preacher when
they sung; they kneelsd down in the publie congre-
gation“aa vell as elsewhere, when the preacher
sald, "Let us pray." . « » Papents d1d not allow
thedr children to zo to balls or plays; they did
not sent them to danoing-schoole; they generally
fasted onoe a week, and almost universally on the
Friday befeore each guarterly meeting.24

~ The ploneer Methodists held no enviable soaeial
position, Indeed, unfavorable sentiment towards them had

exlgted from the very founding of the kethodlst movement

in the eolonies, Naturally the older established denom-
_1nabinna datested the Methodist preachers who weye lnvad=-
ing their territory. As the Methodist eirouit rider
pushed into new arsess, he was generally weloomsd by

25
jeering and angry crowds. The humble Methodist preach-

e Lt e i D S i 2 g B, S SR B

Coara=r ot Lyl

er, however, was so convineing in his fiery extomporanecus
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sermons that many whe first attended the agrviaea only
2

to mook soon went to worship and Lo pPraye. An old
gentlemen at the end of a Maethodlst meoting in New Hamp=-
shire exclaimed: "I came tc this place gursing about

the Methodists, but Glory to God, he has just spoken
27

peace %o my souls”
slanderous rumors circulated widely throughout
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the colonies coneerning these "paauligg paﬂpla,“ ap the

pioneer Methodists ware often called. It was widely

reported thet the Methodlst "sreachers were hired by the

King of England, and sent over to this country to pros=

as Lo bring back the states to be
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elyte the peoplej 80

Britieh Colonles againg that the oreachers recelved $400
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others sald New Ingland witocheraft had bann.ra?1Vﬂis 
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per head, for every convert they made, and this was pald
29
to them by the British Consul, residing in New York."
Some sald the Methodists were poszessed of the devll
50

"Methodlsm was & new thing. . ., and all that the psople
knew of 1t was agalnst 1t.“31 The Methodlst preachers
wvere called 1ggoatara, false prophets, ignorant fanatlaes,
and the like, A sister of John Wood typifies the anti-
Hq;hoﬁiat sentiment then so rampant wﬁan EEf shouted;
"I'd go to hell before I'd zo to the Mathnﬁ;;t churohs ™
Yot only & few months later, she and her whole famlly
joined that uhurah.jﬁ

There 1s no indication that the hatrsd for ihe
Methodists was & local phenomenon peculliar 1o one geo-
graphical locals, On The contrary, thias sentiment wes
quite widespread, finding its most powerful display in
the New England states. Naturally Congregationalism,
then the state church in Massachuseltis, gonneatlout,
and New Hampshire, resented the invasion of 1ts terr-
itory by this aggressive bvand of religious enthuslagta,
The success of MNethodlsm 1n Hif England brought open
demonstrations of hnstility.3 This enlmoelty was
directed primerily against the Mﬂtﬂndist alergy. Hagils-
trates in a number of New England states refused to
recognize the Methodlst preachers as ninlisters gapable

of administering the holy saersments, Sharp controversy

arose over their ebllity to xarry. Dan Young, speaking
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of bis first few years in the Methodist itinerancy,.

writess

Qur preascheprs were not then asllowed by law to
celebrate the rights of metrimony. That is to 8ay,
although a fair construction of the law would give
them the right, yet the spirit of persecution was
80 remorseless againat them, that if they did it
they would be subject to expensive lawsuits, whioh
in their poverty, they could not sustainj and our
young and blushing lovers were obliged to go to
our persecutors to be united in saored wedlock,35

The breaking up of a Methodist service offered great
gport and amusement for thé rougher element of Amerlca.
It was often necessary to post guards outside of a Meth-
odist meeting<house to protect the woraﬁippera from
&&saults.}ﬁ

In the Middle States the eituation was little
dilfferent, "Methodism had galned a strong hold on the
effection of the people, but all oppesition was not yeb
broken Gown + « « « In other denominations among ministers
and members were meny to be found to ory out againatb 1t.“§?
The "Pennaylvanie Duteh" folk end other Ammigrant groups

of strict Calvinistic beckground "had much to say against

58
the Methodimts."

The Southern States, too, were not free from
resentment toward the Methodlsts, In Virginia in the
darly 1800's "the Mathodiats,=tﬁuugh“aquﬂl'tn sbanding
and numbers to any single denomination of Christlans,

were, nevertheless, still the 'sect everywhere spoken

1‘0 ’
againat.'" Even as fer south as Georgla and Loulsiana

the Methodists were treated with much indignation and
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41
inpropriety, Ihe Methodlst preaghers were everywhere

spoken agalnst, caricatured, and misrepresented.
Enmity toward the Methodists was drilled into
the chlldren by their parents, whether they were
il 42 L3 44 45
cans, Presbyteriasns, Lutherans, or Baptists,
It was a common bslief among such familise that a Meth-
AE .
odist could not be a true Chriatian, Some of the men

drank in the prejudlees of their parents against the

Methodists and became active in degrading them, and
i 47
used every opportunity to persecute the Methodists."

The life of an early Methodist convert wes not
pleagsant, Many of the young men who later became Meth-
odist preachers were even ordered to leave thelr nomes,
sinoce they had disgraced their family by assooclating
with the deﬂpiﬁ&d_Methodiats.aB Parental dislike for
Methodists manifested itself even more severly at timesi

Persegution and vilest reproach everywhere followed
then [Ehe Mathodiataf, and zave a practical comuent
on the declaration that Af any man will ‘live Cedly
in Christ Jesus, they ghall suffer persecution,’

In some instances 'parents oruelly whipped thelr
ahildren t11l the blood ran down to the ground for
no other resson than living and serving thelr
adorable God and Savior. In other instances wives,
highly worthy and deeply plous, werse cruelly turned
out of doors in the darkness and cold by thelir
perscouting husbands merely for joining the leth-

odiste .49

From & soclal and economlo standpoint, 1t was
precerious in most places to besome & Methodist. To Joln
them in the early days of Americe was to subject one's
self to continual annoying ridicule, Erhardt Wunderlich

realized full well these unfortunate conseguencess "Although
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I had become willing to repent of my sins, I was not will~
ing to become s Mathﬁdiat."so George Boeshenz in Missourl
had the same 1des in wind, for he remsrked: “The customs
of the Meihodlst Chureh Anterested me . ;‘;“ﬁuﬁ the name
of Methodist I eould not an@ural“5l The Methodlsts were
denled socilal standing sand treasted wlth nanﬁ&ﬁ#ﬁ aﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂF
respect by their fellow countrymen. Soclal ostracism seems
to have been one of the many "erosses" which an enterpriz-
ing young Methodist had 1o anﬁure.se Daniel DeVinne wrote:
"I peally thouzht & unlon with the Methodists would ruin

59
me," In Massschusetts the Methodists were considered

beneath the notlice of the upper :all.ﬁmsaa;s‘!i Freeborn Hibbard
commented: "I wanted to be a Congregationalist and be
raapectablﬁ."55 He who joined the Methodist churah had to
make up his mind to besar a heavy oross and suffer much
persecution in the name of Jesusa Ghriat.ss

It is interesting to note that Hﬂthdism was not
destroyed by false Irunors, physleal violence, literary
attacks, or social discriminatlions, To the contrary, the
Methodists, although everywhere apoken ageinst yet svery-
where inereased! The continual assaults upon the Moth-
odists served only wo advertize them, People oubt of aheer
ouriosity went to hear ths fonaticel Methodist preachers
and many soon were sonvineed and converted. In spite of
all of the widespread pre judice against them, few Meth-

odists were discouraged. "Neither fewmess of numbers, nor

poverty, nor persecution, can keep them /the Methodists/
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from Joining the church of Lheirp uhniae.“§¥ It is 1little
wonder that with sugh meal and enthusiesm fbr the falth
that the Methodlst Epilscopal Church grew so rapidly in
America., No amount of paraeeutian sould dishearten the
Methodlstas, The Lord granted them such strength that
nothing ocould have prevented them from attending their
meetings., They would "éhonose rather teo suffer affliction
with the pﬁﬂplaaaf God, than enjoy the plsaaﬁrea of sin
for a saason.“s "Their weapons, with those who opposed
them, were not harsh worda and disputatiana; but faith
and fervent pr&yar."sg With the latter two ideals, who

ecould have falled?

When the Methodist Episcopal Church was organized
in 1784 there were only about fifteen thousand MHethodists
in America, and on the surface there appeared to be no
reason why the new Church should sver become prominent in
American life., In faoct the Methodist movement came into
existence almost unnoticed by the populace, By the year
1844, however, the Methodists had becoms the ;grgaat
Protestant group in ﬂmariaa.so That mar?ﬂlouﬁ growth 18
one of the outstanding rellzious phenomena of American
hiatory.l Why were so many people attracted to the Meth-
odlist fold? Decisions to become Hiethodists were based on
a number of widely motivated suzgestions,.

Probebly more than any other factor which influ-
snced men and women to Jjoin the Methodist socisties 1ﬁ

Americae was thelr marked religious zsal and enthusiesm for
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the falth., It 18 not hard to understand that the meetings
of the ploneer Methodists attracted many when we consider
how active they were in their worship. The warmth of their
devotion, and their fraternal spirit made them more than
any other the desire of many pious aoula.51 Few will
argue that the Methodist services were not conducted with
more life and animation than most of their rival churches

62
of the day.

Another influential factor whioch attracted many
to Hethggiam was thelr plain, practical preaching of the
Gospel, Newell Culver writest
I needed the benefit of the Methpdistic doctrines of
free grace and salvation, a knowledge of presend
aceeptance with God, and 'full assurance of hope' to
meet special necessities, I needed the soul-stlirring
hymne, the earnest, importunate prayers, the hearty,
responsive shouts of praise to God, the ¢lear test-
imonies of love to him, and the wide-awake, free,

social means of grace of Methodism to help me into
the deeper waters of 1life than I had heretofore

fathomed,64
The ignorant persons understood the simple message of the
eirouit riders, for Methodism had & semnsible theoloay.
People were not required to subseribe to creeds end dogmas
before they could enter the Methodist Eplscopal Ghurch.!;
Mamberﬁhip was open to all those who desired to flee from
the wrath to come, and to be saved from their sins. The
lMethodlsts pndeavored g8 Wealey instructed to spread

geriptural holiness rather than theology over America,

Who did become Methodlsts in the early decades of

the nineteenth century? Surely pecple did not become
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Methodists beecause they hoped to secure scolel, political,
orn economlo advangement, It is only naturai, then, that
Methodism's greatest initial appeal was largely limited

to the lower and middle olasses of aoclety. ¥The vonser-
vative upper classes naturally would have little to do

with the wild, vulgar religlous fanatics called lethodists,
Indeed, the Methodists were far from respectable in the eyes
of most people., Even during the 1830's Methodism still

was "the butt of ridicule in the uppaf tiers of aauietr."ﬁs
However, the upper classes dld participate in the Methodlst
movement even from the very beginning, though never in

great numbers, Only gradually did Methodism gain general
public aceeptance, More and more "pesvectables” jJoined

the new chureh as the nineteenth century progressed, aAs
early as 1817 "many wealthy, fashioneble families" became
members of the Methodist churches in 0h10.66 During the
1830's "meny of the best families in Marylend, as to

wealth, culture, and soclal poaition were a&nnautad with
the Methodist Episcopal Ghurah.“67 In epite of the constant

barrage of anti-Methodist feellng, & number uf the more

wealthy familles Joined the Hethodists, yet 1t remained

predominantly & middle class churoh,

The Methodists developed an entirely different
method of preaching from tne eatablished ohurches, Flon-
eer American Methodlsts worshipped God not only in their
erude churshes but also in thelr homes énd even ln the

open field, Methodist preachers alone would mount a stump
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or a boulder, stand in the bed of a wagon, or sit in the
saddle, and without 2 note expound and apply the word of
God to the hearts and conselences of the people wherever
surious groups gathered, There was something charascter=
iatic about »ploneer Methodist worship which came to be -
known as old-fashloned "Methodist enthusiasm," 5§
strikingly different was the preaching of the Methodist

circult rider that they were clalmed to "presch damm~

ation and hellfire enough to burn the world upi" The

plain and pointgg exhortations quickly found their way
to meny hearts, There was something unique about the

|
way a methadiat glrouit rider praanh&da
« Divine influence came upon the people under ihe
preaching of the word; they had never heard or
asen anything like that before, They fell 1ike
dead men over the /meeting/ house, some eried

aloud for merey, while nthers remalned for hours
perfectly helpless and speschless,70

Methodist preachers did not del%var the comforting pulpit
oratory and "sing song mode of preaching" common to other
denaminations.Tl Methodist sermons were uttered in “tunnna
of thinder which seemed to emit flashes of 1%ving 1igb$.“7-
The preacher msy have started a sermon galmly stating
men's sinful nature and need for God, but inevitably his
emotions olouded his better Judgement and "praise would
fairly burst forth from his lips in shouts of 'Glory
H&llalujahi'"73 It 1s little wonder that in tﬁasa days
there was a—graat esagerness among the spiritually starved
lower classes to hear the rousing Methodist Gospel. Foor

preaching though 1t may have been, nevertheless, 1t was
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the Christian Goaspel, pure and simple, offered in a most

enthualastic and appealing mannar.T#

| Early Methodist preaching was largely extempors
aneous, effanting a powsrful impression on the congregation.
The typlesl Methodist sermon consisted of an "exortation
to attentlion, te repsntance, %o prayer, to aénruaaiﬂng to
faith in Jesus Christ, and profession” of that faith in
agoephbing membership in thn.ahureh.Ts Peter Cartwright
gquickly won the attention of his congregaebion at the outset
of u Ailscourse hy "glving them some Western anecdotes,
whioch had a thrilling effect on the congregation and
exeited them immoderately, I cannet say relisiuualy.“76
The frontier Methodlst preachers prided themaelves above
the "Easterners" whoe precched from manuseripts or notes,
"We w@eternaga preasgh extemporansously,” bossted Feter
Gartwright.Tt Little manuackipb praauhiﬁg*was ﬁalivarsﬁ
in the early days of Methodiem, Tor thoae who entered the
itinerancy felt that they were "ealled to preagh, and not
to pead, the Gaapel."?a The ultimate aims of Methodist
preaehing are nlearly stated by James Eprwini

Our preaching was largely dootrinal and experimental;

we explained the dostrines of the Bible, and then

applied them, In so doing we gultivated the gift of

exhortation that roused the people from thelir sins
and led the church to higher attainments in religlon.79

Specisl sermons on guch toplcs as temperance, profanity,
morality, worldliness, and politics were equally success-
ful. Mueh preaching was also directed at discrediting

- 80
rival faiths, particularly the Baptists and Presbyterilans,
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Inter-denominational rivalry was very keen on the frontisr,
The effeativensss of the Methodist technigue of

presobing gis obvlously suceessful in eonverting many

"sinners," The "pseulisr methods and doctrines of the

Methodliet preachers so dommended themselves to the hlag;

ers that the Church sontinuslly inereased in numbers."
God poured his holy spirit upon the people through these

seywons; whole congregations were awakened and happlily
83
converted to God, During the sermons 1%t was not

ungommon for tga congregation to besgin weeping and moan=
' L.
ing for mercy. Tt 43 1ittle wonder that such flery

geprmons orowded Methodlst altars with "reelaimed bagg-
gliders and sceres of weeping and praying sinners,”

"Nethodism enthusiasm” exhibited itself in many
strange ways. Fervent prESEhins wag always acoompanied
by exuberant hymn singing. The wild Methodlet meetlings
left vivid impressions on meny circult riders and thus

many exgellent descriptions can ve found, Heman Bangs

deseribes & meeting thusi

etinz lasted several hours, it was a time
g?rgizat ggwer. some fell to the floor as dead, and
"others shouted for Joy. A man ploughing in the
neighboring field heard the sound, was awakened,
dropped his plough, came 1o the meeting and soon
found peace in belleving, A}l the way home my
mouth was filled with praliseé, 1 no longer hung mill-
head as we passed through the village, but felt w
ing that the world should know that I had been to &

Methodist praysrumeeting.BT

The typical aftermath of a Methodist revivael meeting
and all over the

would f£ind moxners in the mesting hauseés
yard, orying mightily to God for merdy.
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Hewcomeras at Methodlst meetings wers partioulerdy .
upsel by intermitient shouting, espesially the loud "Amens"
during the prayers aad sermons, They slmply could not
understond why the Methodists "groaned so dlsmslly, aﬁﬂ
uttered 'smen' so mfteni"a The word "Amen" was familiar
o thew as the conclusion of a prayer, but %o think thab
anybody would use it to punstuate both the prayers ané
the sermonsg in every part was Yo them unihinkablﬂagﬂ
Some even believed thal the Methodists traated the preacher
pudely by saying "amen" before he was done praying, and.
wighed himg?c atop, but he usually prayed Lhe more
fervently. The tradition of "shouting Methodism" 18
thug far from fistions That the early Hothodists shoubed
with unusuzl spirit and enthuslasm ab thelr meetings is
an undisputed faut. |

Jamp meetings or revivals ware shandard features
in the 1ife of every pioneer Methodlst churoh., Thelir

mestings often lasted soveral days. Multitudes came Lrom

miles around on horse<bask, parriage or wagon,; or on foot,
92
drawn mosbly by curiosity.

The tents were piteched in s nallow square, with the
tebernagle, or presghing plage 1in the genter, Rude
seats Tor the auditors and plenty of ¢lesn wheat
straw 8% the altar where penitents lmelt, a rustis
platform for & pulpit, and a huge ox horn bung up '
in s convenient place 5 gall the people %o woprshlp--
this was the oubflt, Thus equippsed, the 'sons of
thunder' d1d such preashing as 1s ssldom heard in
this later and more agaientific period.o3

Often o8 many as 38Ven preachersa apoke at the same tine
to accommodate the huge erowds whish gathered ab these

meetings. There was so much of the presence of the
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power of God al these camp meeting grounds that “"eare~
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less sinners . « « wore melted into scontrition and

i Lt

9
penitence 1like wax before the fire." ! Sgores of siuners

el e -

Poll unﬂgg the presshing like men "slain in mighty “«
j batble.” The preaching, exhorting, singing, and pray+

o T e T

| ing was carried on with "a zeal that never cooled and
lungs thal sesmed never to Zrow weary.” The Hallelu=
98
jahe" and "Amens” could be heard for miles around,

The worshippers at Methodist meetings fell into

| nany strange and wild exercises. One of thse most common
| physical manifestahions of the so-callad "Methodist
enthusinsr” was kaown as the "Jerks,” This pecullar

exeralos consisted of convulsive jerking all over the
99

pody. "To obtainm relief they would rise up ana danse.

Thig affection would often selze &h& proagheyp] in
the pulpit, with so much severity, that a apectator
might fear it would break his neck, and dlslozate
hig joints. He would laugh immoderately, stand up
and hallos ab the top of his volee, finally leep
from the pulpit and run lnto the woods sereaming
14ke a erazy wman, When the exerclse was OVel, he
would return to the shurch as rational 'and as calm

an evers 4100

This pesculiar overdose of relizilous tension and nervous

anxiety becawe also called "Methodiat fiﬁa“gﬁf,“ﬂathadiat

| 101
An equally pegullar physleal ppnnnmsnon

apasms,
which ocessionally overcame DPeople at Methodist revivals

was known as "the Slaying Power" or the "falling exer-

cize ";02 A
gt 65 pr

cwned of God unlese "the slain” fell helplessly aboub
many

sacher scarcely considered Hls labor

Under the tremendous tension and excitement,
hich at times lasted for gseveral days, |

him,

fell into a trance w
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during which they were without food end Arink. In such

trances they claimed to have seen "heaven and hell, God

103
and the angels, the devil and the dammed." "Laughing

fits" and the "running, jumping, barking exercise" were

athaibznmmon physical manifestations of their enthusi-

asm, In defence of "Methodist Enthusiasm" and its
accompanying strange exercises John Bangs writes:

Altho I have not much faith in a nolse without
religion, yet I firmly believe that all pure
religion, produced by the operation of the Holy
Ghost, willl cause the subject to prailse God with
a loud volce, 105

The more respectable Methodist preachers never encour-
aged these emotional excesses, eand many understood that
they were caused by other than spiritual causes, reter
Cartwright gave his opinion about such aotivity very

franklys

There 18 no doubt in my mind that, with weak-minded,
ignorant, and superstitutious persons, there was a
great deal of sympathetloe feellng with many that
slaimed to be under the influence of this Jerking
exercise; and yet, with many, it was perfeotly
involuntary., It was, on all occaslons, my practice
to recommend fervent prayer as a remedy, and 1t°
almost universally proved an effectual antidote,l06

The ploneer lMethodists placed great emphasia
on corporate worship, for they had a very full comple-

ment of weekly religlious services, In the more settled

religzious reglons of the East they had three seiggns

every Sabbath and at least one during the week,
General prayer meetings were held weekly in the church
with others held in private homes several times each

108
weelk, Oocasionally evening "experience meetings"




were held which were attended with such intersst that

10
they often continued all night,. i

On the frontier the worship pattern of the Meth-
odists differed. These people preferred "all-day

praachingilgnua in four or six weeks rather than weekly

s8rvices, Sinee they lived in such widely scattered
communities snd trevel oonditlons were 'sg terrible, 1t
was not pragtiocable to hold meetings more often., In

other lesa 1solated areas "hﬂlfnﬁay preaching’ was the

rule, which occourred usually every other Sunday at some
11l
gentral place on the circult. James Erwin desoribes

s typleal frontier Sabbath observance smong the MHeth-
odistei

The morning prayer occupied from thirty to forty-
five minutes, and the sermon wsas proportionately
long, never less than one hour and a half in length,
After an intermission of half an hour we enjoyed

' another service similar to the morning, only the |
prayers wers shorter and the sermon longer, &as the
mirister warmed up 1in the 'dootrineas” We usually
roached home & little past three o'clock, and after
cur Babbath dinn@r' the famlly were seated 1in &
semi~cirele , . s+ ' for catechiem,’' 112

The elass meetings bscame the outstanding
charagteristie of piloneer Methodist worships Theae were
weekly meetings of a few bellevers in a glven community,
presided over by & class leader, whose daty it was "teo

advise, reprove, coNort, and exhort” as the ocacasion

113
might require, Such meetings gayzlzo_many young men

the firet impetus toward the pulpit, At these neetl-

and old arose as thelr names were called and

ings young 115

apoke of the love of dod in the most touching manner.,




+The most importent meeting for the members of the

.aaat?arad Vethodist sogieties on the frontier was the

‘three-day quarterly meeting, There it was that the sag= +

rameniiﬁware administered and the "love feasts" were

held, To these mestings came both senlor and Jjunior
preasher along with chupeh members from all points on
the eircuit.

Prideys were always strioctly observed as fast-days,
P{aaching began on Saturday morning at 10 or 1l
o'elock, end in the afternoon a short service was
held, after which the Quarterly Conference was con=
vened., At night there was again preashing generally
by the junior preacher of the circult; or prayer-
meebings were held at several convenient points in
the neighborhood, 117 :

Early Sunday morning the "love feast" was held, which

began with singing gnd a prayer, after which bread and
11 e
water was passed, The testimonies began, the leader

first, each in turn relating simple Seriptural views of

Christian experience,

. . . about 11 o'clock the principal ssruon of the
Guarterly Conference was preached by the fresiding
Elder « « s« « The sacraments of Baptism and the
Lord's Supper were usually administered at the close
of the morming services, though sometimes they were
deferred til the afiernoon. At night there was
again preaching--generally followsd by a prayer-
meeting, exhortation o repentance, collects for
penitent seekers, and stirring hyms.ll9

At the beginning of the century there were few

gunday Schools in VMethodism. Although the lethodlst

sundsy School movement was jsunched forth in 1790, 1%

was in ite experimental atate for many years. Many mempers

120

regarded them as & desceration of the Sabbath. A

NMethodlst church in New York City in 18613 tried to form
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& Sunday school to train ite ohildren, but "the older
members thought 1t would be Sabbat«h-braakingr“lgl How-
2ver, three years later ons of the earliest Sunday schools
in Amerlca was formed in a Brooklyn Methodist ahurahulea
In Aprll, 1827 the turning point of the Sunday achool
movement occurred with the foundation of the Sunday
Sehool Union of the Methodist Episcopal Ghurah;la} From
thet date Sunday schools spread rapidly throuzhout the
dhuroh.

The early Methodist Sundsy school eurriculum
consisted not only of hymn singing, reciting the cateohiam,
and memorizing Bible verses.le4 Seaular subjects were
also tauzht in various Methodist Sabbath schoole. Inm
gertain areas where public schools were lackling, partic-
ulary on the frontisr, writing, spelling, English grammpar
and composition, and simple arlthmetic were tauzht along
with Biblieal 1nstruction.125 The ocircuit riders and

their helpers thus gave to the frontiersmen the rudiments

of learninz long before the coming of the public school

syetem,

By 1790 the Hethodlst Eplscopal Church in America
had been firmly esteblishedj 1t operated through an effic-
1ent hierarshlosl organization; it had a history and
traditions; 1t possessed strong appeal and gcould count on
the geal of its members, In the lagt analysls, howevelr,

the continusnge of the Churoh and the vitality of 1ts

epirit depended upon the hmundreds of ministers 1t could




attract to its service., These ministers played s vital
role in ths 1life of the chursh, They translated the forms
of religlon into personal experience; they applied the
rules of tho conferenges to the local parish; they pro=-
vided leadsrship for sach congregation and consolatlon
for every member,

What kind of men were these vital agents of the
Church? How were they shaped by environment and nprturta
by training for their future mission? What led them to
the teachings of Methodism, and impelled them to devote

the reost of their lives to its sarvice?




CRAPTER II HIS EARLE BNVIRONMEINT

The ploneer oircuilt rider diring the early years
of the development of the Methodist Episcopal Church
came from no peculiarly pious clerical class in society.
Indeed, the Methodist preschers were recrulted in large
numbers from 2ll socisl classea and a variety of relig-

ious and educational backzrounds, In 1784 there were

only eighty-three Methodlst preachers in Amerloa, but

by 1865 there were almest thirty thousand ministers,
ﬁhiah was nearly six thousand more thanwtygdcombinad
Humber of Baptlst, Fresbyterlan, Gnngregﬁﬂiﬁnal, and
Protestant Zplscopal olargymanll This vast Methodlist
alergy congisted of & conglomeration of all sorts of men,
These men hed & normal, active boyhood, and were not
early merked for a plous 1life in the ministry. Thelr
boyhood end school days were full of games and mischiefl
and their youthful siﬁs and besetments were as real to
them as to any boy. The eall %o nreach the Nethodist
Gospel came net only in erowded centers of population,
but alse sn the frontier; not only to wealthy and cult-
ured, but even more predominantly Lo the poor, neglected,
and unlearned clagses of soclsty, ihe appeal of Methodlsm

was universadl.
Jeographical distribution of the birthplaces of the
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Methodlet nministers iz not significant ﬂr”itartlinaj-yaﬁ
it is Indlcative of the wide representation of every

&rez ol the new nation. As might be expscted, more than
Half of the Eroug were origlnally residents of the %iddle
Atlaatlic BStatea, The New England States rank second with
about one-third of the graup,j and the Southern 3tates
next, with one-fifth of the g,roup.4 Fow were born and
reiged in the West, for this period only saw the beginn-
ing of America'’s expanaion westward. A number of theaﬁ
ministers were of foreign birth, Many came to America
with the large wave of German immigration during the
deccdes of the 1830's and 1840's,

Jome interesting facts about the ancestiry of
these men nced brief mention. Obviocusly the predominant
number of men who entered the HMethodist minlstry were
of English background, Apart from the Germans, the other
Western Zuropean netioms euch @s France, Ireland, and
io1land can olalm bub few native-born Methodist preashers.

The background from which the Methodist minister
emerged was also diverasified, The social position of the
family was largely determined by the occcupation of the
father, Apart from a few who taught in common grammar
schools and collegas? the remainder of the fathers hed
11ttle or no education and engeged in the simple trades or

farming, Less than five percent of the men followed

thelr father's footsteps into the Methodist itinerancy;

less than one percent were sons of ministers of other
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9
denominations, TPew thus had any previous inolination

0 the Methodist ministry through theipr familless

The Methodist Episcopal Chureh appealed most
stronzly to the lower classes) in fast, over three=qusr-
ters of the families which produced Hethoﬁl&t presghers
fell into this classifications The majorit% wers chgeged
1n farming. The famllies were usually large and the
unrelisble income of the farm wvas seldon sufficient to
aupport the rapldly axpandlng_family.lﬁ Az a result the
young boye were early put to work in order to supplement
the meager famlly income, Tnarelwas, however, & surpri§-
ing nuuber of Methodist ministers who came from middle
and upper clagzs familles,

Since the families were generally large, exireme
finanscial hardships often aross, The situation became
even more serious when the husband diaﬂ, leaving the
mother to support a large family alana.le This obwiously
necesgitated all of the children to help support the
family as soon a8 they were able.13 The sona were elther
+ to a surrounding businessman as ﬁn apprantiqi to
or stayed at home to help on the farm,l

hipred ou

learn a trade,
Those families which were not engaged 1in agriculture
nly hire thelir sons out to nelghboring orafts-

bound by lezal

vould commo

men, In the apprentlaese gystem, a boy was

contract or indenture to serve a akilled master for a

apeclified period of time with the intention of learning

15

o Trade. saron Hall describes the terms of his appren=

t4ceship when he was seventeen years old:



i

%‘? mastey agreed . , . to teach me the hﬂﬂm&ﬂﬁ*. s oh
=y board me; give me five weeks each winter to
attend sechool and pay me thirty dellars for the first
year, forty dollars for the second, fifty dollars
for the third; and at the pate of “sixty dollars for
the fractlonal part of the fourth year, Fifty

time, 16 7 as to have for my

The indentures usually required sultable clothing, &

certain amount of public schooling, "liberty of conscience

and thelgae of the means of grace," along with a meager
Sng, =
salary. The age at which these younz men entered

thelr apprenticeship varied, but it was generally in

theirlgeans, usually between the ages of fifteen and six-
teen, The length of the term of the indenture also

19
differed; it commonly ended at the age of twenty-one,

A varlety of trades were studied by these unen

before they entered the minietry. They ineluded various
20 21

types of construechtion work, uasons 2nd brigklayers,

2 SR TR G I 23

and carpenters, Cthers were engaged as shoomakers,

24 25 26
miners, printers and bookbinaaga, BUrveyors,
T prd Bl A
millers, saleemen and clerks, and a variety of 4iff-

29
erent factories, Blacksmithing wae common trade fopr

the preachepr-to-be, a proper prelude tc a 1ife in the

30
saddlie, For those who agrew up on thg frontier hunting

o ) 32 | |
and fishing, trapping, and prospecting were the usual

23
means of suppori, By far the most common eariy ogcupation

34
was farning.

The system of apprenticeship was not without its
evils, The son had little or no choice in selecting the

trade whioch he was to follow; the parents ususlly sent him
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35
vwhere they could zet the best deal. There wes aleo the

problem or being sent aggy from home with little parental
puidance and restraint. John Mills viewed hia appren-

ticeshly thuse:

The . « « Poriod away from home was very iajurious

tec me in many respects, I lived; among those who
care little for my spiritual welfare, and took
Little interest in helping me form good moral hablta,
I was under little restraint to observe the Sabbath,
not being required to attend church. 37

Fortunately more employers offered better guldance and
attention to their young apprentices. Some were first
brought into contact with the Methodist Epgﬁcapal Church
through theilr new maater.38 One of the mﬁat serious
oriticisms which was leveled sgainst the apprenticeship
aystem was 1ts unfortunate effect on formal educatlon.
Schoolinz was generally interrupted and often completely
discarded upon a;pranticaahip;ag

During their early formative years a healthy
home life waa thus often laocking, Familles were often
broken up upon the death of one or both of the parents,
At thirteen Luther Lee's mothepr dled and his famlly was
sgattered, He recalls it thusi

I found myself alons in the world and under Gods 1

have been my guardlan and gare-taker ever since.
The years that followed ¢ « « WOPE the saddest years

of all my life. 41

other children were forced to leave home upon apprenticeshlp
te 2 neighboring tradesman. All this made Tor poor
religicus and aducational training in their early years,

which resulted in wild youthful lives which these men soon

came to regret. Those who were unfortunately separated

-
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Prom thelr parents through death or by apprenticeship,
were thus foraeed to live with relatives or friends.
Sueh foster parenta seldom proved to be zood parents,

It 1a unfortunate that so many were deprived of the

42
important benefita of nermal family training in the home,

One of the most common professions in which these
ministers engaged ioms time or other during their life- ¥
time was teaching, . Working or attending schools during
the szﬁmar and teaching in the winter was a common prag=
tice. Jertification was sometimes necessary in order
to be appointed to & teaching position, but the standards
could never have been very rigid.45 As late aa 1850
Louis Beaudry wes cartifisd to teach at the age of seven-
teen aftsr soing to school for only one year, 80 praaéad
were the ashoola for teachers, lost of the men who
angageiqin sommon eshool teachinz were little better qual-
ified. " The pay for teaching was never attractive, but
nevertheless, Johs were hard to come by in thome days
and money was Hﬂ&fﬂ&.h( How well theae ploneer Methodist

preaghers knew the value of the dollari A few men
taught on the higher levels of edugatlion before entering
tHe ranks of the Methodlat 1ltinerancy. gore taught in
secondary schoole and thé alaseliaul academies and semin-
aries.&a Other more qualified and ambltious meigtaught
in the newly founded colleges and universities,

The eoarly ambitions of thess men differed consid-

erably, Apart from thahtradeaﬁglready diaauagid, there

were strong lurings to the =9a end the army  for soume.
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Others ha;i atiraated to ﬁgch orofessions as Jowmsallsmy
: _ 5

business, and medioine, It is surprising to note the

large numbepr of these men who at one time were preparing
55 i }
for a caresr in law, Many of thesse men had elready

begun and even finished ceprtain stages of thelir trainling
when they were oalled by God o preach in the Hothodist
Chareh,

The sarly Mathodlst preachers sould never be
conasidered to have been a generation of children set aside
garly in life for & plous caresr in the winlstyye On the
contrary, these boys enjoyed & normsl, astive youth, and
their recreetion would be 1little different from the aver-
age sountry boy of more than a century agos Indeed
reereation, amgemend, and mnischief abounded in thelir
youths John Wood confesses that he was a regular Yoy « « «
and did fﬁigf suarg of « « + Playing ball and other
harmless apurta.”s In emusement or play of any kind
these boys wepe as aglive and energetic as any boy ouulé
be, but “"for suy labor GETuaaful ogoupation, /[they/ had
a very decided dislike,” The boy, especially if he
was on the frontier, had cgertaln unique luxuriea in ithe

way of pastime. To hiw there was pleasure in the pathless

Woads which surrounded his home, in tree olimbing, in

hunting berries and nuis, ig robbing the treasure of

"pee trees,” and the like. Playing Indien, aetlng

sut mock military battles, pailding piay Houses, WAHOLS,

and forts were conion mME&ns of ezeitement for the gneprsetic

59
boys of the sarly 1800's, Pebts and small gardens brought
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mueh Joy to some of these young adventurers.,  Flaying.

Jokes and other nrankiﬁg 2¢gts wers special forms of |
1 !
ohildlzsh entertainment, Stezling large Iusclous melons
62 |
was & well-liked prank in the Southera states.

A variety of bayhood games were enljoyed by these

agtive cmi1dren; many mf them still axiat tuda? in some

form or ancthep,

Marbles were pleyed . + « « We played *Town Bell,’
oeabably a primitive form of what 1s now called
basehall,s We also played shinny which I hmve
thought resembled whet 1s called golf; though 12
much sinmplers Poot-~hall was often pleyed, but with
less violenge than 12 now uzed in that dangaraus
gseme, We sometimes pleayed 'Prisoner's Basey, s livedy
game espamially it girla were in ibt.- Another game--
Eumhlfmfag played by & group seated on the ground
and by the use of a pocket Imnife, 63
&4 65
Qther g&MH%ﬁ?uﬂh as Antny-nvar,s Gat and Bullygg.
t
Mumble FPeg, rule in the hole, and Sky Ball, brought

much exeitement to these young boys.

Others delighted in more athletle-type reoraatiangg

sueh ag calisthenios, wrestling, foot rasing, and LoOXings

Swinming, sallboating, and horaeback riding afforded =

apportunity for fun and relaxatlon durlng the sumnmer months,

In winter 1ce akating, cossting, and snowballing were

T1
equally bopular. Hunting end fishing were yearlong

T2

sports.,

Musie seems to have played a rather small part in
the reersstional life of these young men apart from danecing
tunes. Oply & few men ma%%ian any music abllity other
than"sinzing vain songse’ A few had some minor treining

in musicel instruments such a&s the drum, fife, and
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glarionet,”

Holidoys, such as Ghristmas, New Year's, and
national aalshrations, 4id afford tine for fun and
féativity sven in the pious life of the ploneeyr Meth«
odists, "The holidays ., . » were apsxnt An shooting=
matches, dancing, and fraliaking."Ts These days were
gegerly swalted, Tor hunting, fishing, card=playing,
balls, =nd "all kinds of jJollity snd mipth™ added much

apics to the relatively 4ull and unexelting 1ifs on the

In spite of their generally striot moral. upbrings

l..u

ing, these young Nethedlists often "felt the seed of corrup-
g |
tion within,” Willfu%l disobedience to parents led
7

mpeny to fall lnto 8in.

-

fanked with profane language, 4drinking and gambling,
and were nob only sinful, but low and disgrageful. 79

We wers taughbt that Sabhnath=breaking and dansing

naniel Dorchester mentlions that one day his pastory &

aghar,; =aw hlm with & basaball bat in nle

B o vde Y 2 B - dn ;
.’..‘i‘:? iﬂ ﬂc‘u. i 8 W _;_Jf.} &

hand "and with a look of greabt graviity and seriousness he

asked « « o 1f I thought Jesus ever played palls" Pionesr

Methodistas could nob consclentiously participate in the

amugsenents and paereations of the world, There were few

sports and amugements which could be taken in the name of

the Savior or be done to the zlory of CGod. They folt

+hat as Christians they were not to be of this world.

>4, other worldlinass and self-deaial were iwo of

Indes
their outstanding shapagberiaties, Such strich morality

naturally saussd much presentment among theas curious boys.
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femptation was too strong for many to resist. When they
left home to asek a job, an entire revolution often took
place in their conggat as they drifted from every religlous ,
thought and duty, This rebellion against parental
authority turned them from conscious religlous boga into
"scoffers and opposers of the religion of Jesus," ; John
Risley late in his life earnestly prayed: "May God help
me now to be as zealous in His uauaé as I then was in
the service of the devill"

These wild, thoughtless, rabelliaué youngsters
were soon haunted by their previous instruetion. "Love not
the world, neither the things that are in the world. 1If
any men love the world, the love of the Father 1s not 1n
him," and other Biblical teachings rang in the ear of
consoisence. They were thus "troubled on agery side,
fighting Satan without, and fears within," 2 There were
those who felt they had plenty of time to geek religlon,

but first they wanted to serve sin and Satan for a2 season.

It was easy to succumb to evil temptation and soon they
11ved after the example of the masses and "took up all

manner of youthful follie§=--gembling, oursing and pwaaringa
blaspheming the name of & holy God, attending ball, eta."
The so-called "Four 71eea" or sinful besetments to whioh
they were most fraquently8$ubjeated were theft, gambling,
tobagoo, and drunzenness. On the frontler it was sald

to be a "very rare thing to find a young person professing

religion, The youth were zenerally devoted to valin amuse-
88

!

ments." peter Cartwright explains his youthful dis-
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position thuss

I was naturally a wild, wicked boy, and delighted

in horse-racing, uard-Blayins, anildiﬁéiﬂsi Euy

father restrained me but 1little, thoush my mother
often talked to me, wept over me, and Prayed for me,
and often drew tears from my eyes; and though 1

often wept under preaching, and resolved to do better
and seek religion, yet I broke my vows, went into
young company, rode rages, played cards, and danced.89

Many relustantly confessed in thelr sutoblograph-

ies that thgg did much "sowing of wild oats" in their
early days, Charles Hertel said he acquired his béd

habits thus:

Cursing and swearing I learned in the army . « «}
drinking end fighting in the University; mocking
at sin and blaspheming God in the bar-rooms, and
so 1 came pretty near being a desperoda. /Eig/ 91

One of the most troubling forms of sin whieh
caused a great deal of discussion was the temperance prob-
lem., The Methodlst position regarding the liquor
traffic stood counter te publie opinion. All harvestlng,

corn=-husking, log-rollings, house-ralsings, veddings,
92

funerals, and ordinations "demended something %o drink,"

In those days 'King Alsohol'was very popular. There
were no temperance socleties, Il was common to

have liquor on the table or side-board, and to lnvite
people of all ages to drink, No temperance lectures
wers heard., There was a great laxily among both the
ministry and the lalty of the church in regard to
liquor dArinking « « ¢ o The Methodists, however,
were somewhat in advange of their times, Thelr Dis-

gipline strlctly forbade the sale and drinking of
liquor as a beverage; and they enforced this rule,95

for ministers to take a "dram' when
94
¥181ting parishoners.

used in early Americe both as a beverage and as a medium

It wae a common thing
Alecohollic beveraggs wers gommonly

of exochange., The Discipline of the Methodists expressly
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| 95
forbade buying or selling or the use of ligquor. Some

of these men who later entered the ministry formed habita
of drinking not only from en idle curiosity, but slso

from soclal custom, This practice took root in the

| 96
them as a grave sin in their later life.

fertile soll of the youthful heart and stood ever before

Card=-playing, too, was gondemnsd by the Methodlsts
as being not only worldly, but also tending toward other

evils, Yot by sheer ouriosity card-playingz found a few
97
enthusiasts among the early Methodlst young peoplse,

Many rainy days were spent at the gaming table, Smoking
and chewing tobasco were alsc Lested by these yaﬁng boys,
often with very slckening ﬂanaaquanees.ga

Begause dancing was so often assoclataed with
intemperance and immorality, it was strictly banned by the
early Methodists. Danaing was denounced because 1t tended

to destroy the spirituality of 1ts devotees, Yot dagging

beeame one of the most loved of all "youthful sins."”
"Dancing constituted my shief Joy," commented James Finley,
“s enter 1ts ziddy megzes,; and enjoy its Trenzied whirl

100
of fersed me the most pleasurable entertainment.” In

New York state the "ballroom was the place of general -

101

resort," and even in puritanical New England "Daneing

partiea and ballse had been omcaaianiogf amusement with the

young people, even the older ones," A fay of the men

were privileged enough to attend digging sohools, "think-

ing it was polite sccomplishment,” George Henry,.
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however, rell dancing schools to be guite unnecessary,
for he boasts: "From early ohildhood, my feet would almost

universally Jjoin in the chorus of the violin and respond
104

with rumble antice to ites bewildepring tones."

The opposite sex, as is true of every generailon,
made a powerful impression on these young men, Johm
Maffitt explains:

I attended every ball within the cirels of my connec-
tion; peld my addrssses at the shrine of svery fashion-
able beauty; and devoted every leisure hour to the
study of ny dress and appearance, 105

Evenings were spent gith the ladies of the neighborhood
i0
whenever possible, Lorenzo Wauzh more fully describes

the datinz practices of the early 1800's:

We boys in those days were always delighted when
we oould manage to have the pleasant company and
sssoclation of the girls! And there were two itoms
of work in which our courting custome made it per-

feotly right and pleasant for ihe girls to join us,
'corn~shucking,' and the other

One of these was the
the 'Flax~-pulling.' [%n the former samgf those who

got the greatest number of gpeskled and red ears of
corn were to have certein preferences 1n the way of
kisases in the 1little lays which were Lo come of?

after the shucking was done, 107
dGeorge Henry relates his early love affalrs thuss

I was usually ready to beatow gallant attentions

upon the fair, and occasionally £ was] touched with
a tender inspiration of Cupld « « o » The soclety
of worthy young ladles had always a multitude of
charms for Mes o+ » o courtships, flirtatlions, meat-

ings, partyings, frolicking, & . « « such vain
delusions must give place Lo more substantial and

profiteble things. 108

Seeking happiness in the youthful "pleasures of gin”

afforded 1ittle satisfagtion in the end. "Many sleepless

Z%ere spen§7 under the lashings of a gullty
in opposition to the 1ight of heaven,"

midnight hours

109

consclence of acting
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"I went with the multitude to do evil, and my religious
purposes were deferred to & more convenient geason,’ sald
Alfred Brunson, But he later regretted such astion, for
he sald:

After these scenes of miscalled innoccent amusement

(daneing), I never rested well at night, I was often
frald to sleep, lest I should wake up in hell before

morning. Under such feelings I often resolved to

quit all susch practices, but the charm of young

company was 8o great for me, that all my good purposes

falled under its influsnge, 110

These ministers were not all of a sinful sort,
There were those who felt they stood in striking contrast

to the rest of their playmates with regard to roligion and
p 4 §

morality in their youth. George Rankin sald nelgguld

not remember when he was not religlously inelined,
Emory Miller bossted that he "never attended a theater or
& dance, nover spoke a profan® oath, knew nothing of

cards, and never even sang a secular song or whistled a
113
tune of any kind on the Jabbath." o young men in such

curcumstances of poverty and obscurity ever hgd more favor=

able aonditions for rellglous growth and spiritual pro=

gress as did H, L. Chapman, for he saysi "My companions

werse all more or less devout Christians; inoluding some

114
young men, " e olsime heo had little oontact with

vulzarity and wickedness &as did his collaaguses,

In studying the eaprly lives of these men who later

entered the minlstiry of the Methodlis® Zpiscopal Church one

fact stands out. Their Childhood was active and exciting.

L
Their general inclination to evil led them to "sow thelr
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wild oats” just as eagerly as di4 ordinary boys. From

che discusslon one sould hardly concluds that this group

of young Methodlst ministerz was very much differsnt
from the "regular boys" of thelr time., It 1z true that
many were foreed by astrist parsnts to observe the letier
of the law in religious and moral prastige. It was these
boys, whon later left on thsir own to ssek & Job, who
rebelled againat thelr previous parental teaching and

authority and fell inte all forms of sin, There were

those, however, who pralsed thelr early plety, but many

more of these men realistically remembered their youth
“115
as being filled with "fun and frolie, mischief and mMeanness,




CHAFTER II1I AlS THIRSYT FOR EDUGATION

The pioneer Methodists are usually portrayed as
indifferent to education and their ministers as ignorant,
unpolished, rough frontiersmen overflowing with the
spirit of the lord, It is, indeed, surprising to note
the great thirst for education of these young men who
were deatined for the Methodist itinmerancy. This enthus-
iasm and zeal for knowledze ocan be seen in thelr efforts
to attend secondary schools and colleges, as well as in
shelp efforts to educate themselves by reading and study-
ing at home or at work, Good educational institutlons
were zenerally not avallable, and if thay were, the cost
of attending them made them almosv prohibitive. Thoae:ﬁgg
444 struggle to- work their way through private academies
and even colleges haprdly indicates an indifferent
attitude toward sducabtion., This longing for a better
education is a phase of the 1life of the ploneer iethodletb
pregeher which is too often overlooked in the many
volumes which dlscuss the dzvelopment of the Methodlist
Episcopal Church in Amerleca. Methodists, denominationally
and individually, have been o0 often unjuitly criticlzed
for their lack of amphasls upon education.

It 4is true that the formal educational advant-

ages of these men were l1imlited as they were for the

general populace, but the Methodlet minlsiers recognized
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the need for more thorough mental training and more
extended opportunities for education. This intense
interest in education was by no means confined to a
few speuially.intareatad indlviduals, Parenis were

seldom able to furnish the means for gratifying thelr

intense desire for knowledgze:. They wished to glve

their children the best educetional advantages which
they could afford, but their meager family lincomés
included 1ittls or no money for private schooling.
More often, the children were needed at home to help
support the large family.2

Much of the little education which these men
had was the result of their training in the home,
Here they were tauszht only the barest essentlals, for
their parents generally had 1llttle or no edugation
themaalvea.3 often their mothers werse theii only
teachers and the Bible thelr main textbook, A few
were fortunate enough to have more educated parents
as 1nstructara.5 8ome of the more wealthy famillies
had elaborate privaie 1ibrarieasand hired private
tutors to train thelr children.

The longing for educatlon was Very real to
thease young men. William Wyatt aarnaatlf prayed for
cducation and "wondersd why 1t aild not come to him,

as to Adam, DY intuition:” Elwood Stokes writes of

his eagerness for learning?
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From the time of my conversion I had felt a
great thirst for knowledge, I longed fir a
thorough education at some of the schools,
but this seemed beyond my reach, The next
best thing withln my grasp was to devote

my leisure to a conecilse
s 8e course of solid

Although thelr school days were over at an early age,
thelr time when not at work as an apprentice or at
home on thelr farm was not idly spent, These men

had a great desire for books and delighted 1n reading
everything they could get thelr hands an.g The Bible,
of course, was one of the few booka whioh was generally
avallable, Some of these men literally studied them-
gelves sick in their seemingly unguenchable thirst for
knowledge. They would work from sun-up till sarly
evening and then sit by the fire and read late into
the night, Many a midnight hour saw these men pere
using the best books which they could cbialn in an
effort to prepare themselves more adequetely for the

10

ministry. James Anthony called it "knowledge fever"

The hardships of my former actlive 1life,
coupled with intense atudy, broke me down

in health. I became dyspeptic and emacliated
and got into such & low physical state that
our family physiclan advised me not teo look
into a book for the next six moaths! 11

It is true that thess men had nob always longed
for en education, The previous chapter has already

pointed out that as young boys, "being of a wild, play-

ful disposition [were/ diverted frim thelr books and, « .
) 2

[otten/ got but little edugation."  In hls younger

years George Peck bltterly hated school: "I used to
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be driven to school as a slave to his toil," he said,
13

but he later regretted his childish aections. A8
they matured, others grievadi}heir lack of educatlion
and trledlin do everything in their power to becgome
educated, It would seem that many of these early
Methodists realized the necessity of a well-educated
clergy, oven 1f the church did not yet see the value of
it, In the late 1830's William Meeker with prophetic
insight noted after his call to preach: "I, . « began
to feel that my life work was to be of no ordinary char-
acter end that I must bend every ensrgy to acguire a
good mental training.lB
Formal education among these men was severely

1imited for a number of reasons, Heny were foroed 1o
leave aschool early in order to work to support their
familiasglﬁ John Nichole wfitesa

In those deys, few people knew the value of

education. True, we had a short session of

school in ocash acholasstic district nearly every

autumn, generally taught by men who knew bub
l14ttle themselves. . .1 was not always per-
mitted to attend; so when I reached the age

of seventeen years I was just able to read
very little by spelling of the words. 1 never
studied grammer or mathematics. i ' g

"oupee months was our allowsnce=--occasionally less, "
says Silas Cummings, depending gg the work he and his
brothers had to do on the farm, The farm work load
1essened during the winter months and enabled those who
1ived in areas which had & local elementary school o

19
attend for the usual three or four month term,
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Good educational facilities were lagking through-
out the natlon in the early decsdes of the ninetsenth

century, except for the éarger, more progressive clties
O
on the eastern seaboard. During the early 1800's

New England had at least the rudiments of a sound pub-

lic educational system:

/New Englan§7 at that sarly peried was fur-
nished only with & few endowed institutions
of learning; and these, many, for the want

of means, could not reagh, But the common
branches were open to all, and were univers-
ally pursued; while the higher snd ornamental
branches were ghiefly left for prouder days
and greater resources of wealth., 21 _

The Middle Colonies offered fewer educational adventages

in these early years., In New York state at the turn
et 2
of the century, "school advantages were saarea:?

Pennsylvania, too, had few schools, and many of them
2> l
"were of a very inferlor character.” The lidwest

had its educational deficienciesj the new frontlier com- ik

munities in the wilderness had little means of educatlion.
Of the educational system in the héat, Jamnes Finlay writes:

At that time /18007 there were but few schools
in the sountry. . .The most of the children were,
however, taught to read; as for writing, that
wae an accomplishment for which they had no use.
Thase who had the rare privilege of going to
aschool generally graduated in &a quarter. 25

Bduecational facillitles were 1imited in the South as well.as
Most of these men were thus faced with little real op-
portunity for intellectial development, 3Zven the fac~-
4114tie s for the most elementary edueation were generally

lacking during the early decades of the ninestesnth
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century. As the gentury progressed more and better

gducational g$oilitiaa agcessible to the public were
astablished.

9elf education was the only alternative for many
of these young men 1f they insisted on obtalninz seven
the most rudimentary training. They realized that the
next best thing for them to do was to devote thelr lel-
sure to a courss of reading. After their meager allotment

of fgrmaéatrainingﬂ many continued to improve themselves

at home, deth Reed explainal

I continued my habits of study alone, without
a teacher, without assistance of any Xind othepr
than a few books, and those often borrowed
from neighbors, and by the light from the
large stone fireplace of our small, ons=roon
log shanty, studied diligently. 29

50

Many could boast that they were "home educated,"
Luther Lee lsarned to read the Bible, “ta_ﬁrita a little,
and to work in flgures as £ar &as divlai@p and all this
without molng to achaoli“3“ These man uged every spare
moment to read some good book or to pursus & dlligent
gtudy of English grammap and Gomposition;.aritﬁmatiaé
geography, natural philosophy, logle, or rehﬁtari&.B
What little money these young men sarned
wase used to purchase books on a wide variety of subjects.
Books on English grammar and aompos;tion, geography,
historyynatural philosophyiﬁthenlogy, religion, and the

Bible were esgerly soughl. dush lenguages as Greek and

Latin, and even Hebrew were also mastered through self~

B4
study. iven mathematlcs and the sclences, guch as
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chemistry, geology, and astronomy were considered im-
portant. At least an elementary knowledge of & wide
variety of toples was thus acquired in remarkable fashion,
Willianm Wyatt was onee asked: "At what college were you
educated, and where dld you graduste?” His answep was
simply this: "“In my father's lower maadag, sir, one of

the grendest institutions in the worldi"

Over eighty percent of the men whﬁ.autarad the
Methodlst itinerancy attended some form of elsmentary
gschool &t one time or another, though few ever attended
more than a few short tarmﬂ.37 in thﬁ_ﬁ&biy'déaadea
of the ninsteenth century these sahuﬁiakﬁérﬁ'brivata
aince the teacher collected a small Iaa*ﬁgﬁm esch scholar.
The state and territorial governments ﬁcﬁn made some
provisions for publle achools, 7The eaﬁlygaamman gschools
were open only during the winter months when farm work
was less pressing., The subjects taught were the ele-
mentary ones, and rarely extended beyond faadins, writing,
and arithmetio., Here durling the long winter months the
enildren 5ained the rudiments of the Engllsh language

from generally poorly qualifled teschers. The school

buildings were often crude log structures complete with
+he most uncomfortable benches made of slabsg eplit from

logs. <+here were no 1ndividual desks; a long narrow

table at the rear of the roon sepved as a "writing bosrd"

for those who took penmanship and spelling., The pens

used were made of goosequills and the ink from the
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bark of swamp maple,

These orude elementary schools were open only
e few months in the winter, there being much work to
be done on the farm during the rest of the year, The
length of the term varied, Although e three-month

40

term wes conmon, four=-, fivema and even eight~month

sesslons were occaslonally held, s There wes a great
divergence in the ages at whieh these men ﬁﬁtarad school.
Some began at the sge of five opr six, while others were
near aﬂgéts when they were first able to attend elementary .
sﬁhocl.l The common beginning ages were ssven Lo tan.43
The schools in those ploneer days were not graded, since
the course of study was restricted to the merejrudimanta.
The curriculum of these district or commen schools
wae guite restricted. Text books were aadi{ iaeking and
thus cut down the curriculum congiderably. Ghauncey
Hobart metione that the distriet sehool whieh ke attended

in Ohioc had only "a spelling book,ﬁa goography, & New
2
Testament, and an English Reader," The ranzse of studies

was limited alse by the lack of quailfied ingtructors.
The curriculum was mostly confined to the essentlals--
reading, writing, grammar, and “"written and mental
arithmetic.” History, giugrapny, and "erthography,”
were occasionally offered, 5 3aid George Rankind
The course of study was limited, and the attaln-
ments of the teagher were neither varied nor

somprehensive, He taught Readin', '"Rithmetle,

Spellin' and Writin'e . oI went to him two terms

and never did learn the A,B,C's, 4B
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In a few Instances where the teascher was competent and

LA e e &

the students were ambitious, Latin, history, natural
49

| philosophy, and even algebra were taught. The method
of teachlng stpressed memorizetion, and muoh attention
| was pald tosgpalling and reciting ﬁby haﬁrt,“ as 1t

we.s termed.

Rellgion played a very important role in the
common school curriculum of the early 1800's, BSchool
began dally with religious exergises, In addition, the
Bible was often the only reader which the school had in
its library. Lsarning to read and write certaln pas-
sages of the Bible was an i&agral part of the trainina.5l
It was common for preachers to teach in the loocal schools,
for they were ususlly the moet sducated persons in the
fromntier communitiea.52 Morale and manners were alsc &

53
part of thelr dailly routine,

The teaghers of the elementary schools during
the early nineteenth century were not well qualifed for
their important posltlion, Seldom could they iiﬁtruﬂt

T
beyond the baslie principles of the Three R's, Adam

Miller explains:

Afteor attending the winter school for geveral
terms, the tsagher sent word, to my father %o
keep me home, saying that he sould teach me

no further. 55
Apart from the slmple intellectual drudgery of

reading, epelling, end arithmetic exercises, old fash-

1oned spelling bees wers often held., The puplls were

: divided into two equal groups who lined up on each slde
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of the classroom and would spell until all of one or the
other silde was eliminated by misspelling words. Spel-
Ling matohes were sometimes held between neighboring
sehools and produced great excitement and 1nteremt,5
The early school days of these men were filled

with "the uaua%Tadmixture of fun and frolioc, mischief

and meanneas," The recesses and dinner hour were
considered the mest interesting periods in the whole day;
the rest of it was consldered irkeome and monotonous,
Seld John L, Dyer:d

These three monts of good times we had together
brightened the whole year, QOur games werses rug-
ged, and our tricks were net the gentlest. One
of the latter was to bar out the teagher at
Christmas, and dictate terms of admissalon,
which usually were two days' wvacation time to
be mede up by him, and a treat at hf2 expense
of a quarter or two of whiskey. 58

H, L. Chapman assures uss 'we did study--but not 1in our
books., Our main study wae how we could have a good time,
When school was dismissed every boy seized his hat or
cap and made for the door in hot hustle," preferring

the freedom of the outdoors to the discipline of the
59
school roomnm.

Gorporal punishment was administered whenever

necessaery by the teacher. "It was thought not possible

60
to govern a school wilthout a rod." Each school had

1ts supply of well-seasoned birech rods, which were "dom-

1nent factors in the discipline” of the school. The

pared the rod and spoiled the ohild,

t.eachers seldom 8
62

for the boys feared the rod.

'‘we often sat in 'torment,’




~58-

as if in prison, . . The diseipline was like the Con=-
necticut 'Blue Laws,' never to be abrogated, right or

wrong, but tosga carried out if death ensue," sald

John Burgess., Bllly Hibbard remembered his school

day punishments very vividly:

1 was frequently flugged by the schoolmaster

by breaking the rule "'not to look off my book,
while atudying or reading.' Some times when

I stopt to spit, or blow my nose, I was accused
of looking off my book, and called up and
flogged. I was also whipped for sitting coross-
legged on the seat, or ploking my nose. 64

James Anthony said his back often bled until his shirt
was stained witn blood, o severe were some of the
whippings which he received from hils taadhﬂr. Thease

|

"gtripes,” he said, were uged to "advance the students

65
in their studies,”
The extent of public sehooling which these men
enjoyed varied, but never was very adequate, Some at-

tended school for only a séassion of a few montnagswhila

67
A few of these men had no formal education at all.

others spent a mumber of years attending school.

Private academies, seminaries, and classical schools
were the nexzt step upward above the rudlmentary eduoca~
tion which eould be obtained in the common district schools.
These schools were not public high schoole as we know
them; they were private boarding schools which offered
the baslic courses plus a more expanded currioulum,
A1l students pald tuitionj room and board was elther

provided by the school or by the community in which it
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68
was loecated, It was common in most schools for students

to board with private families, for only & few of the

larger and more progressive secondary schools had ade-

69
quate dormitory facilities, 1t was often a severe

atruggle for many of these men to cover their financial
obligations, but with such a great zeal for education,
few were foreced to leave school after they had matriculated,
Means were found to obtain the all-important funds,

George Rankin desoribes the private acgademy whigh
he attended in the late 1850's:

In large measure it /the academy/ was up-to-date

and furnished with all the modern applianges. We
had a Talrly good cabinet of minerals and a very
good elementary laboratory. We also had good

desks and seats, classrooms, and a large chapel for
public exercises, It was a good, practical achool.
When the classes were overly large, we had an
asaistant teacher or teaghers, IThey knew the art of
training end the best methods for meking puplls study,.70

The school was oneducational, having seventy-five students,
s large number of whom were girlas, The school of course
"al1lowed no communication between the sexes exoept in the
olasaroom.” The teachers were very strist disciplinarians,
ruling the school "with a rod of iron.”" A4 typlecal achool
day began with revelllse aT four in the morning. "Every
boy," he said, "had to rise at that howr and put in good
time on his books," Classes began about elghi o'cloak.

At the sounding of a bell the atudents marched to their
olasses with the regularity of soldiers, When they were
the old professor took his place on the plat-

all seated,

form with asuthoritative menner, After his secretary took
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the roll, the professor read a chapter from the Bible,
ammounsced a hymn, which was sung "with gest and in goond
tims," and then led in & atately prayer, After the

y i §
religlous axercises the rscitations began,

The segeondary schoosl curriculum of the early
nineteenth gentury inecluded such aubjegta as reading,
spelling, gsozraphy, arithmetis, naturedl philofophy,
rhetoric and 5rammar.72 The classics were an lmport-
ant segment of the course of studys Latin and Greek

13
were standard items, Hebrew was offered in a few sshools

ag an aid to Bibliecal study.74 Higher levals of mathe-
matics, algebra and trigonometry were studled as well as
more advencad courses in natural phlloscphy, chemiatry,
aurveying, natural physics, astronomy, geology, and

L
hiatory. Rhetoric and elogution were supplements o

the usual English gramnnayp hrainina.Ts

The aosh of sduecatlon at these privale academles
waslaonsidarable, fhe aotual expenses depended upon
the grade of instruotion, the lenghth of the term, and
what arrengements were made for room and haard.. Henry
gimbel| of New York mentions that in the 1850"' s room;
board, end tultlon for & twenby=~two week term was thirty
doll&ra,?s Duriﬁg*tha spme time J. Wesley Oarhart pald
geventeen dollars for & thirteen-week term, which included
"hoord, room, fusl, and instruatian."Tg' Yot meny of these
men did all in their power to Borape enough money together

to finance & faw Lerme st a nearby academy, SO great was




their gzeal for education.

lost of the men who attended private schools
financed thelir edugcation themselves, for thelr parenta
were seldom able to help. HNumergus ways were devised
to secure funds for school., 8Since mgat of the classes
vere held in the early morning hours snd the forenoon,
the afternoon was left free for labor, and the eveninge
for study. Hugh Fisher writes:

I worked from early morning until nine o’'clock,
then met my classes in the academy and recited
with them, returning immediately to my work,
which I would continue until four p. m, again
returning to reclte, then working unill dapk
and studying until midnight. My lessons in
the langusges, higher mathematics, and asironomy
were studied with my books lying or standing
open on my henol held in position by & block
of wood. I would catsh a sentence and while

her ), head or setting a hoap, would
or and over til I could cateh another
t in my mind. 81
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on & nearby farm or for'a marochent in the towa,

e

faron Hall had a diffiecult time meeting his gehool ©X-

1 rented & small room in a privaise house, .and
boarded myself, living on bread and milk; and
to still further lengthen out my stay in school,
worked somé each day in a leather shop in the

N5 -l
i 1 "% @ - s
village. 83

1 L " . e n Wi
Tt was common for the wen to "board hhegialvea in or

g to conserve thelr financial ingolne. Some men earned

money during the school term by tutoring dull pupils

g elementary schools which

-

and teaching in neighborin

8o badly needed belier quelified tsachers, Qthers
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preached in nearby churches in order to earnm money to
pay some of their sducationsl axpansaa.as Beside work
during the sthool term, usually enough money could be
earnsd during the summer months to defray most of the
expenses of the next term, |

The heavy work loads of the students reduced
thelr smount of free time for recreation. Some umanaged
%o find time to Join lyceuns and debate societies in
thelr schioole, which served as good training for young
ministers in the arts of oratory and extemporaneous
gpeaking., Various nteste between such organizations
added much excliesment to Lhe seen énfly dull work-sleep-
etudy oycle of their school life, ;

In the periocd from 179C to 1860 the HMethodlst
Episcopal Church could boast few college sraduatea in
ite elergy. Indeed, the ploneer Methodlist preacher may
have geemed poorly educated as cumgared with the educated
elergy of the other denominations. ? Less than ten per-
cent of the Methodist ministers attended college and

ess than half of this group graduated with a full de-
gree, Ferhaps this may be explained by the simple fact
that the Methodist Epizcopal Church offiolally made

14ttle effort to establish higher educational institu-
' 90
tions until the 1830's.

The first attempte of the Methodist Zpiscopal
Church to establish a college falled. Cokesbury Col-

lege in Abingdon, Maryland, first opened in 1787, but
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within a few years was destroyed by fire three times

i 91‘
never to be rebuilt again. Thus the idea of estab-

lishing Methpdist-related solleges faded into the baok-
ground for a few decadss, The poverty of the first

generation of Methodism wgs only temporary., Soon weal-
thy members were found in the chuprgh., When the Method-~
iste becsume financlelly able to edusate thelr ohildren,
they discovered that all of the colleges wers under the
control of the Calvinists and gther heretical seats,
The Methodists fased the alternative of seslang thelr

shildren leave the Methodist fold or of establlshing

b L e Loy ey 4 wn —_— \ 2 N T b B
golleges ol their owa, 7The action of tLns UeSney o=
r o 1 80 - e sy A L 1N oy ] r o
rapence of 1820 led to the great college~bulliding era

1y Methodlsm between 1820 and 1840, By 1870 the Methoad-

nereasing demsnd for better educated ciergy
a2
ymong the Methodiats.
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sollege curriculum in tne garly eighteen
ttle different from that of tne classical

agadeny; indeed, Lo levol of studies was little higher

in some of the colleges. The couras of study inﬂlﬂ%ad
9

s in the olassics and mathenalics.

Tn addition to ithe uaual dreek and Latlin gﬁammar and

1iterature, Hebrew was gometimes oiffered. Philosophy

and the sclences Were usually taught; the more advanced

95

'l

sohools offered physles, cae

f'}

mistry, geology, and botany.

English grammer and somposition, modern languages, and
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rlatory oscupled a surprisingly minor position. Few

evidences of ocourses in the fine arts can be Tound.
'hose who atbended college in this day applied

themselves to thelr studies dlligently. Thevcouraes

armvieh AR DOR . b 96

were dlffioult and much study wae regulred. "We had

"

sald Samuel Willlams, "as our studles
97

were haprd and the recitations exacting." Thelr striet

1ittle lelsure,

atudy schedules allowed little time fopr slesp and play.

Clasges were held slx days & wealt; Saturday afternoon
98

was usually the only free period. during the week,

There were, of course, a few activities whieh weres pop-

ular oubslde the classroom,

The pringival extracurrisular ashbivities centered
about literary societies, Debaie uluba,.literary organ-
izations, oratorical socletles, and various other fra-

sernitieos afforded mueh opportunilty for heated debale
99 2
‘apnd campus rivaliey. Saye (eorge Ranklnd

%o had /on our campus/ Ywo literary sociebies
and they save scope and opporitunity for develop-

' ment and exercise of our glfis and graces as
public speakers . . » There we mat in the arena
and nmeasured swords in the intelleotual Qcom-
vats of colleze life, How the sparks used to
fly in our soclety debatess 100 |

gtudentizpublications, literary magaznines and partiocu~

lariy rival ﬂglligi newspapers added mueh axoitement
0

ta oollege 1llife,

annual events at which the brass band would offer a few

Porensic and music featlivels were

sslections, Latin and Greek orations would be given,

discussions, Sp&@ﬂh@ﬁ, easays, and dislogues werse
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102
delivered. Sports, such as football, baseball, and

socoer were generally frowned upon as vulgar end berbarie,

althaughlggiaket was popular at Ohlo Wesleyan as early

as 1840, In the spring and early fall outdoor swim-

ming a§34h1k1n5 were common means of exercise and relax-~

ation, Hunting and fishing in the nearby forestus

105
were also enjoyed in leisure moments. "The favorite

recreation, apart from hunting, was social or sollitary

rambling," says Samuel Willlams, "sometimes for minerals

to 1llustrate geology, but more often for simple exercise."106
Vital religion held a significant place in the

pionser Methodist collezes. Religious exercilses became
107

a very importent part of the daily activitles. Re-
1iglous observances demanded of students in most golleges
were extremely exacting., Required-attendance chapel

services were held twice a day. The roll was ca%lad
10

sach time to mark thelr attendance or abeenge., Re-

peated absence from chapel services subjected the offender
109

to discipline; they were even subjsct to dismissal.

Morning chapel was held before eclasses began, sometimes
110

as early as four o'oclock in the morning. "To miass
morning prayer was to forfelt breakfast," said John
111
iLvening chapel servigces were held either

4 5.
directly before or efter dinner. gaturday evening i

were also held and well--attended.

j.'""l..' o L{:‘; &l e

"gxperience meetings”
The Sabbath was almost wholly devoted to religlous ser-

vices. The morning sermon ab eleven a.m., clasg meeting
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et three p.m,, and an evening presching service at seven
114
rounded out the day’'s religilous activities, Some

colleges held annual revival meetings which were eagerly
: _ 115 |
awalted by the students, The majority of the faculty
- 116
members of these early colleges wers ordained minlsters.

A number of these young men spent much of thelr
leisure in communlity Christlan service, They were gen=
erally active in the lMethodist churches, 1f there was
one in the viecinity of the collsge. Often they would
asglat the local ministers in their pastoral labors and

L

were occasionally able to preach in his stead.
While at Washington College in Maryland in. 1804, James
Epwin records his week-end religlous obligations:

I used to start from . . . college about four

s'elock Saturdasy afternoon; preasch three times

on Sunday, meet class, hold a prayer meeting,

and wallk back home agaln at night, reaching

the academy londay morning at tem o'clock in

time for my fipst lesson, having studied 1t
thoroughly, book in hand, along the way. 118

The cost of & college education in the first half
of thﬂ nineteenth century was even more prohibitive. than
1t 1a today. Few families could afford to send thelr
sons away to school; sgholarships and other gtudent fin-
ancial alds were not readlly availabla.llg it was a cons-
tant struggle for those who d1d attend college to meet
theip financial obligations, George Rankin explains:

By strict economy and frugality 1 had means barely
sufficient to meet my aotual expense, and I mea-
sured the worth of a dollar with sclentlflic ac-

guracy. My slothing was plalin, but simple; and
board in that out-of~-the-way country place was
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exoeedingly reasonable., There was no need and

not much opportunity for spending money fool-

ishly, and there was no boy who was either able

or desirous to indulge in luxuries. 120
Wwilliam Turner, a student in the newly founded Asbury
University in Indianaysald of hie college years: "These
were years of great self-denlal and hard work. 1 lived
on savanty-fi?iqganta s week and worked hard at my trade
ol Saturdays.” In 1854 at MoKenzle College in Texas,

John MeLean tells us that "preparatory grade" cost §110,

while "ocollegiate grade" cost §130 for "nine calendar
122
months, embracing board, lodging, tultion, and laundry."

Arrangements for room and board were usually made by the
student in the surrounding area. Few schools were unip"
ped with adequate dormltorles and dining hallml23

The students used various methods Lo securse funds
for college. Teachlng or serving as aaﬁistants to pro-
fessors was one of the common methoda.la4 Someé were
given a Eew slagees in the preparatory department to
teaah.lEJ Part-time jobs in the college uammugétias
gave added spportunity for income for athars.lb Livins
oxpenses were out to the barest minimum by "boarding
themselves,” as they called it. They could rent & small
room and prepare thelr own nesger meals; sometimes they
even planted a small plot of land and grew somé of thelr
own food as an economy meaaura.127 gummers, of courss,

afforded an opportunity for them to replenish thelr em-

pty wallets,
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Whatever may have been the attitude of the Heth-
odlst Eplscopal Churech ag a dencmination or of the rank
and file of ite membership toward education, it is svident
that a numbér of the early 1Tinerants were extremely
interested in their edusation, An intrinsic ianterest in
learning seems to have impelled these men to educate
themsslves, Those who had no means to attend formal
sghools studled much on their own. Othsrs who attended
preparatory schools and collezes had an intense deslre
to learn =g much as possible., This is well=illustrated
by the deaperate efforts of the students to seourse
enough money to cover their edusational expenses,

0f the Methodist ministers in the early ninetesnth
gentury few could be mentioned as having outstanding edu-
gational gualifications. Only occaglionally do9s one en-
gounter a man who earned a college degree, Others may
have heen well read in the Seriptures bul were by no

neans learned., However, there were many wWho were more

than superficlally acgusinied with higher mathematies,

the classics, phllesophy, theology, and other more &ad-
?incsﬂ studies., Through constant application and serious
sglf-study many of these men overcams their lack of for-
mal training. In spite of the aifficulty in séocuring
books and the lack of good educational institutions and
qualified teachers, the ploneer Methodist elroult riders
were surprisingly well-educated, certalnly more 8o than

most asuthorities glve them eredit for.




CHAPTER IV HIS STEPS INTO THE MINISTRY

During the years 1790 to 1860 the Methodist
ministers were recruited from a variety of religlous back-
grounds, Only one third of the group were of Methodlst
parentage; the remainder were won to Methodism from the
Lutherans, Fresbyterlans, Baptists and Roman Gatholiaa.l
A substantial group had little or no religlous training
in the home, but the majoritiy of These men were reared in
homes rich in religion. The attitude of the family toward
religion, the Church, and the ministry had a profound
effect on the later religious experience . and eventual
call to preach of these young dieh.

The foundation of the deep falth of the plonser
Methodlist preachers was usually laid in their humble
homes. The parents, especlally the mothers, were zreatly
aoncerned for the spiritual upbringing of thelr children,
In spite of the fact that they had a very limlited education,
the parantaﬁwere often persistent studentis of the Holy
Ecripturaa.c John S8mith writes of his mother:

She was a woman of extenslve reading and of much more
than average culiure, Besides the Bible, she was
familiar with the theolozical wrlitings of Wesley &
Fletohey « « « o lhoroughly posted on the subject of
the Bible doctrines, and well informed on the rellg-

ious topics of the day, ahe was by no means an
ineompetent instructor, 3
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Lessons of "the Blessed Saviour--of his condescending
love, and of his suffering and death to save a gullty
world" WEEE frequent subjects of bed-time storied to these
children. A "praying mother" was considered to be a
great asset,Bfnr she acted as a stern counselor and spirlit-
ual advisor. Thus i1t was in the home that many of these
men received the first rudiments of the Christian faith,
Such children were well-founded in the faith via theldr
mothers' simple Biblical teachings and fervent prayers,
These pilous mothers advised thelr children sarly to read
the Bible and showed them "the need of rellgion."ﬁ They
were taught to "fear God, to love Hls word and His
messengers, to reverance His Sabbath, and to look upon
religion as the one thing needful,"

The fathers, too, were often very interested in
religion; their earnest teaching and example exerted a
tremendous influence on the religious development of
their children.a John Maffitt's father sought constantly
to "infuse the strictest prineiples of propriety, phll-
anthropy, and heart-felt devotlion" into hls children

and neglected no opportunity to "train up a child in the
9
way he should 20."

Some parents were very strict and exacting in the
religious requilrements afthEir childrﬂn-lo The parents
of H, L. Chapman were strilct disciplinarians, for they
required their chlldren to reclte ten or twentiy verses

of the Bible each night before suppel. If the children

failed to recite properly, they would get no supp er. In
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his mother's conscientious efforts te bring up her
children 1n_the way they should go, he gonfesses, she
often found it nﬂﬁaéaary to use "the rod”igl Many of
these chlldren were required to memorize the lord's
Prayer, the Ten Commandments, the Apostle's COreed, and
the gaetechism whille they were wvepry yaung.la

By the very nature of the organization of the
Kethodist Episcopal Church, family worship was encouraged
to promote plety, particularly in sparsely settled
gommunities of the West, Such simple religlous services
were hald in the homes of the pioneers until the elrceult
1d organize a class meeting and eventually a
shurch., Lven aftey the ochurch was formed, famlly devotlons

continued to be an important part of the dally religious

obligatione of all pionser Methodists. Ko meal was sver

v £

eaten without asking of a blessing or the returning of
P 3

[

thanks, Morning and evening a chapter of the B8ible was
read, mombers of the Tamlly each taking his turn, & hymn
or two was usually "iined" and sung, and a mighty prayer
ended this worship., ©Guon nunble services at the family
altar were seldom allowed to bhe interrupted by business
or other aotivities, so essential wers they to their dally
1ives, Much earnest prayer and fervent singlng oecurred

2 family altars, for they were caRion in the

Methodlsta in the early decades of the
ln!g.
nineteenth century.

homes of all plous
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Plonesyr Methodista were strict observers of the

Sabbath, All labor that possibly could be doms on Sat-

: 5
urday was so done,

The cows might be milked and the horsss fed and
watered, but they must not be groomed nor the
stables regulated, The wood must be put in the
ng on Saturday afternocon, the water brought from
the well, boots blackened, shaving attended %o,
?1othaa laid out, and cooking done for the Sabbath,
our two meals on Sunday were served cold, exos8pu
for the tea or coffee for the old people, 16

In addition to the regular morning and evening devotions
at the family altar, the family would gather together on
Sundey afternoon or evening for Bible study. The father

or mother would then exhort thelr children to sarnsatly

8 g
seek the Lord, The children were never pleased with

tHe 1ntensified religlous activity on Sundiys, Francis
19
Mood saye Sunday was the darkest day of the week for him,

James Erwin writes:i

Our family worship was the most tedlous and dreadsd
parb of the Habbath services, for it occupied the
entire evening. It consisted of reading from @lght
to ton chapters from the Bible, singling geveral of
the Psalma cf David in metre, and prayers And a8
this was Lhe oniy family prayer for the enbire day,
i1t was an hour and ten minutes in length. 20

Many of these men were thus brought up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord, Parents deeply

impressed on them that as ahildren they were dammed and

hell must be their portlion unless they seek the Lord
21

diligently until he 18 found, These men who were

blessed with Godly parents benefit,ed much from thelr
e

religious teachinge and example. Francis Mood declaress
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I would not give the presious legaoy of my father's
prayer and oxample, and my mother's plous devotlon
and instruction for all the wealth, Jewels, gold &
fame that the world could offer ma. 23
Being brought up Ain a Christian home with Godly parenis
and & busy family altar, a home where conversation was

almost exelusively on religious subjeats; and where the

8ible was the asentepr of 1life, it is easy to see that many
of thess young men acaulred a deep falth and seal for Christ
and for Hls ghursh,

However, not all of the famllies from which the
pioneer Hethodlst sircult riders came were nearly 8o
religious 88 those mentioned above, Almost saventy~five

ant of them did benefit from at least some religious

e

|

e

Loy

training in thelr homs, yet the other twenty-five persent

of the grour had ns such training, Luther Lee wrliies that

parents, Others eomplained that they had "no religious
b

instructor.” " John Mills complains that his own parents

possessed a "religlous oresd so lax and acaammodatinaggs

to permit the indulgence of almogt any ordinary ain."

Tn epite of the sbove group many of thess young
men developed a rigorous schedule for their dsily relig-
jous life, Bible reading became a dafinite part of each -
day's activities, Fabite of praygr, %00, wWere developed.
Private worship and prayer in the woodg, in the fields,

at the barn, or in the bedroon afforded dally commualon
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20
with their God, These men were as attentive to publie

worship as they were to theilr private devotional life,

Class m@@tinagi love feasts, and preacshing services were
-
never missed,

The Lord visilitasd these men at various ages, many
very early in their youth. Even in childhood the influsnge

of divine things made dgep and serious impressions on the
zD
il e

minds of thess young men, The sentiment was deeply
{mprinted on their minds that "the pightecus would be happy
Yri the future world and the wicked would be wratehed there."
Oprgenth Fisher describes his sarly religlous experiences
thuss

My eaprly religlous impressions were very early, perhaps
sbout my seventh year., When I was about twelve years
old I wae taught to read the Bible . «+ « « & never
aged His neme profenely from the time I was old enough
to know import. I mainbtained a prstty fair moral-
ring, however, sll the time that I muet be

¥

W ar, )

ain or never inter /entep/ inmte the Kingdom
?

]

-

o §

born ags
s M 2 )
J .::.:‘Ll' 3

The plonser Methodist preachers wers powsprfully

aspverted to God through constanl praysr and meditation,
They were sble to recognize & specific time in thelr 1life

vers convinced thast Christ had forgiven thelr

supden of sin. Thls pure feeling of ebsolute eertalnty
sf forziveness wae derived imnediately from the testimony

4nty,. the coming of whieh could b definitely
sd to the hou "his gonseiousness of perfectlon
anied by & gudden 5;;:11" itual trans formation.

i 4

g . - il S e at 1nornl ahad =) rue conver
This smotlonal eXperisnce distinzuished the true convert

k_‘:,,.-.-—
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in his own eyes and those of others by the fact that
8in no longer has power over him, The ages at ?hieh
these men expeprienced spiritual conversion differ., there
were those who boasted that the Lord visited them very
garly in their 1life, but the predominant time of conver-
sion was between ten and fourteen years of age.35
Spiritual conversion, however, 4did not come easj,.
Three things were indelible fixed in the minds of theas
men from their early youth: first, that each ohild was &
great sinner; second, that each must be "born again” in
ﬂrﬂér to be saved; third, thet the people galled Methodists
were the Lord's people, They realized that 1f happiness
was Lo be enjoyed in snother world by thelr poor souls,

1+ oould be found only "through faith in a grucified

36

Redecmers" put how could they get this falth and Dbe
sure of pardon? "How shall I escape the misery of Hell?"
57

they asked,

o ol

vany had been taught that in infant baptism they
recaived the promises of the Lord, that he would be &
aracious God to them and forgive all thelr sins by mere

grace for the sake of Jesus Christ, It was™“also well

ik

L

understood that they could not truet in this promise
except they heartily repented for all cf their past sins,
After true repentangs; through & true and living falth
in Jesue Christ, tne romission of sins and the renewdl
~f the Holy Chost in them would be a reasl experisncs.

I‘-!

Realization of sin and the need for rebirth was an



lmportent step in their spiritual conversion, Of all the
sinners in the ngld- of course, each thought himself to
be the greatest, . Billy Hibbard writes:

I wag altogether unholy in my nature; my sins had

gorrupted every part, so that there was nothing

in me that was good; I was a complete sink of sin

and iniquity « « « ¢« All my hopes of obtainling

merey and getiing to Heaven st last, are gone and

gone forever. 39
Awareness of sin brought on much anxiety, Many felt they
could no longer bear thelr burden of gullt and sinj others
were afrald to sleep lest they wake up in hall?l These
men feared that if they dilsd as they were, sinful and
unpardoned, hell would surely be thelr portian.42 in
bgcaming sware of their terrible sinful state, the need
of a Saviour was felt even more than ever befors, Thelir
sole object was now to find Jesus dear to thelr souls.

The hardest part of the process of spiritual

conversion wes surrendering a sinful, atubborn, rebellious
heart to Cod. lMany were too proud o confeas and oo
stubbern to Torsaks their sins and put "aetting religion”
off until a later date.43 It was consldered a “tarriblex
aross” to publically confess that iﬁg wae a simmer and to
aak for the prayers of the church, Others found that

in striving to personally Rnaz 3od's pardon, they found
disfavor among thelr friends. Deep and painful spirit-

uel struggles followed which sometimes lasted for days

46
and even monihs. ., . . The attainment of repentange under

gertain circumstances involved en emotional atruggle of
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such lintensity as to lead to the most terrible aqsthﬂiﬂﬂ
h el
which often took plase in the publie meetinga. This
formed the basia of s belief in the undeserved poss=-
ession of divine grace and at the same time of an
immediate consciousness of Jjustification and forgiveness.
Some event or person sometimes had a direct

effest on bringing forth the converaion experience, such
as the iliness or deith of a loved ona,ha a stirering
germon gg testimony, i or the life of a devoted Christian
friend, The lattepr persons are referpred to by pioncer
Methodists as " nursing fathers and mothara."sl John

Risley writes:

In those days we had nursing fathers and mothers in
the ohursh, They wers tenderly solicitous for the
growth of the converts, and that they would hold
aut to the end, They used to tell us with tears,
that they would rather follow us te the grave,

now that we were rejoicing 1n hope, end than that
we should backslide., And they told us we must all
woric for CGod, or we should be sure to grow cold
and die spiritually. 52

Many sought direct help from the chuprsh, earnestly
=
sseking the preyers of all the saved,

Not all sought outside help in solving thelr

spiritual problems. Theﬂe wepre those who wished to be
5
converted to God alone. These men went about mourning

day end nlght for weeks at a time, orylngi "God, be
55
merciful to me a gipners' Some retired to a sacred

spot in the woods, in the barn, or ln thelr room, fell
on their knses and resolved to persevere in prayer untll

the Lord had forgiven all thelr sins,. John Risley found
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these strenuous exercises to he somewhat uncomfortables
b4 ﬂm?lﬂyEd my moaning in prayer in the attle « ¢« +
A8 This knee work was new to me, my knees became

sore, and to remedy this new daifficulty, I took

soms Pleces of sheepskin and made a cushion to
rneol on, 57

Thelr feelings were so harrowed up at the thought of
dwelling with devils and dammed spirits in hell and beling
baniehsd from the presence of the Lord forever, in the
bitterness of their souls, many cried, with John Maffitt:
"Lord, save or I perish; Lord, save or I sink into hells"
During the asctuasl conveprsion experience many
strange physical phenomena Look plage, Some ldat their
strength and fell to the ground in e trance,; others became
rigld and could not speak, so pawerfullyrwera they
impressed with the presence of the Lard.ﬁg There were
those slso who slaimed they actually saw thelr Bavlggr
some down from heaven and remove all of thelr sins,
gt111 othsrs broke out in earnest prayer and fervent
n loudest stralns singe theldr

;|
6l
load of ain wan nNow LOouND. The agtual converslion ex-

song siving glory to God

perlience thus took many different forms., Some were Lhe
olimax of & long procéss of intenss medltation and prayer,
sthers were literally lnstantaneous. The expeyience

came to some during & worsihlp servioe, particularly at
canp meetinga and love Teasts; to others 1t came in pri-
vate prayer or oven while ab work, While some c¢laimed

they saw visions, elaborate dreams, and the 1like, others

equally claimed that the Lord literally spoke to them,
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However, not all of these conversion experiences
were nearly so highly emotional as those discussed ahove.
During a csmp meeting H. I, Olapman felt thﬂ;prﬁiﬁnnﬁ 
and peace of God enter his soul: "I was not ecatatie,
as gsome were, but I felt my heart changed--a new light
dawned upon mgaunﬁeratandins and & new love seemed born
in my heart.,” Some felt that the nolse of an old-
fashioned Methodist revival distracted attenticn from the
deep internal strugzle which accompanlied conversion,

Others frowned upon emotional outbursts and religious
enthusiesn ag exemplified by the sctione of some of thelr
colleagues at the altar.6 After their aonversion, howsver,
the Methodists were not ashamed to own Christ before the
world and Aid not hesitate to tell the whole area thab
they had found their bleased Saviour.64

Through the conversion axperienag these men were
auddenly "made new creatures in Christ." Immediately
many became aotive in the work of the local church "going
. . « to seel souls, Anstructing penitents at the alt&ras
praying often in public, « « » &nd conducting worship,"
0l1d %hings had literally pagsed away and in conversion
511 things became new,6 "prom being pleasure-loving,
Sabbath-brosklng, genbling, swearing, Ef?ﬁﬁ}nﬁl skeptical
alﬁﬁérs,“ said John Daniaia, "yhe grace of God made us
rejoloing heirs of heaven, and by the witness of His

epiri’ . . . assured ua of adoption into His family.”
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Indesd, the Methodlst sonverts had a new task:

To §511 the sinners round
What a dear Saviour I had found. 69

Splrituel conversion fostered a new outlook on
1ife, The desperate need of thely fellowmen for saving
grace gave new urgeney to the sall of the church, Heving
received the end of their faith, the salvatlon of their
souls, many felt "an ardent desire that others should be
partakers of like preclous raith.“?o Thﬂy1ﬂﬂrﬂ soon led
to spesk by way of exhortetion in the "soclal meetings"
and were prequently troubled in mind abeut becoming a
preacher, Lsprly American Methodlste interpreted literally
the Saviour's commendment: "Go ye into sll the world and
preach the Gospel to every oreature.” "Woe is me Af I
preach not ihe Gaspel" rang continuously in thelr aarp.Tl
Fitch Reed heard in the ear of consgience a distinct and
smphatic volee from heeven audibly declaring; "Preach, or
be lost foraver.“?a in & desperate effort to save himself
from the eswful proclanation, Elijah Woolsey cried oub!

3y the grace of God I'1l try [To preach/, And if

nwe has not cslled me to Lhe work, I hope he will
shut my mouthe 73

The eall to the work of the minister among the

Methodists came at various ages. Thoughts of entering

the Methodist Aitinerancy wore aften early impressed on
T4

their childish minds, The seriousness of the impression

which the Methodist shuprch and its travelling preachers

made on the minds of theae young fellows is evidenced by
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their efforts to imitate the 1ife and duties of the Meth-
odist elrcult rider, Seymour Landon explains his admir-

ation for Methodlst itinerant§thuss

I waa charmed, enchented, even, slmost in my very
boyhood, with Methodist preachers and the iiinerancy--
though I didn't know what the word mesnt, Before I
was five years o0ld I was want to get upon the horse-
block, and then climb to the top of the gate post,
and watoh , » . for the coming of the preacherj and
when he came in sight it wasn't my heart slone that
leaped and daneed for Joy. TH L

"Playing ghurch” basans a popules Paﬂ;}imﬂ-fbr wsny of
these yvoung men. In their early youth they sonducted
meetings "in innogent play among the children, or alone
13 the forest, going through with the reguldr order of
exercises,” Thay.would hold religious meatings among
theip little friends, giving pub hymms, praying, and
preaching. A piece of board served as a Bible and hyma-
book. They also sondusted prayer and olass meetings and
evon administersd the Holy Dacraments 1o thelr o#élaaguﬂu
and vets "after the mannep of the alder“pe&plﬁ." in an
effartltn 1mitate the 1ife of a Methodlst cirouit rider
Seymour Landon wrote:"I used to get astride a stick and
go round my oircult, and stop at the different appointments,
and, with all the grawiby and disniﬁy of ? minister, &0
through the forms of wurahip-fgg_mz_ggg.“ Wililam
wjatt tells an amusing story of his garly "ministerial

efforta’ s

We had a pat cat that waa very much thought of 1m
+he familys it oocourred to me that she had been
negleoted and had nat heen properly Christlenized
1ike the rest of the ghlldren . e« e Without
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meking an appointment for divine servise or getting
any witnesses to the ordinance, nor even & god-father,

nor god-mother, nor yet 'did I ask Miss Fuss the 'ﬁﬁﬁif

questions, but took her to the spring and immersed
her . « « « But I found to my sorrow before I gob
through with 1t that if the cat had been allowed to
choose her own mode of Baptism, $he never would
have chosen immersion. . « « 1 had already admin-
istered the ordinance of Baptism to Miss Puass, and
it now fell to my lot, to act as chaplin at the
funeral of & large number of her descendants, who by
birthright came into regular suscession, and claimed
the right of the sacraments, and glve them proper
Christian burial, in duly consecrated ground., 7c

One might expect that the highest smbition of
such young men was to become a Methodist oifcult rider,
George Rankin was exceedingly fond of the dethodist
itinerants and would ascompany them to their nearest
appointments and often closed the services with prayer
even g8 a small boy.Tg In his early boyhood Charles

Bishon sighed: "Oh that I could presach Jesus when 1 become

80
a mani" Te be & mighty preacher of the Word became the
gudden desire of many of these “aonverted" young Meth-
81
odists,

The oall thus 41d come to some of these men at an
early age,ag but more predominantly the gall to preach
same soon after thelr spiritual sonversion. Upon thils
experience almost immedistely a missionary spirit arose
in their souls, They were gquickly imprggaad with the
thought that they would have to preach, From the
moment of their conversion there were those who thus feltl

an accompanying desire for the salvatlon of all men.

"woe 18 me if I preach not the Gospel," was thelir sincere
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belisef, A sense of grave responsibility rested with

them, Only a few of the men were called at a later age, i
The nature of the cell to the minlstry also varied éreaalr.
Some were highly emotional, sudden religlous experiences,
othérs were simply a graﬁuﬁl acepﬁtanaa of # childhoeod
ambition to enter the ﬁﬁth&ﬂiﬁt miniétrg. The highly

] 86
emctional oall was the most common,

If conversion involved weeks and maybe months of
¢511d prayer and sarnest meditation, weepinl, and moaning
rsr God's forgiveness, the deoision to'enter the Methodlst
ministry involved even a greater mental struggle; the
matter had to be welghed thﬂrnughly.aT Wesson Miller

writess:

Te enter the Itinerancy involved responsibilities
that could only be sustained under the deepest
conviotions that can possible peneirate 2 human
soul. The minister is God's Ambessador to leost men,
He ocan only enter upon this work under the sangtlion
of Divine Aubhority. Having entersd he 1s charged
with the care of souls and 1f these ghall suffer
Rarm through his inefficiency or want 0l fidellity,
mwe pust answer in the Divine assizes for tne

breach of trust.88

A deep sense of unworthlness and lack of proper qual-
1fications was the most pressing problem confronting
theae men., Suggestiona about nreaching as & earesp
frequently entered their minde but waralmften oroupbly |
repelled because it seemed to them absurd to suppose
+hat such ideas came from dod. Some thought that such

€9
impulses to preach were merse temptations of the devil,

Upon seeing the stupendous presponsibilities and hard-
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shipes of itinerant life, meny easily shrank from enter-
taining such high thﬂughtange There was e certalin
oharasteristic cautiousness about the way in which these
young Methodists entered the minlstry.

In spite of a natural timidity, a profound sense
of unworthiness gane over these man.gl How could they
think of entering the minlstry with their lack of educ-
ationg James Finley in his eesly teens went out into the
woods and told God bluntly: "If 1 must preech the Gospel,
or g0 to hell, then the latter must be my portion, as I
Zﬁavg7 not the qualifications for the uurk.“ga Heman
Bangs wrote:!

My diffidsnce, my youbh, my lgnorance, uj lack,

indeed, of every necessary qualification--the

greatness of the work, the awful responsibllities

of o minister of Christ, not only held me back,

but kept me from opening my heart to anyone on

the subjeat, 95
Deciding whether or not to enter the Methodist ministry
was truly a diffioult declsion to make, Many hindrances
atood in the way which had ta.be first evaluated, It
was obvious that & life in the Methodist itinerancy was
not the most enviable, There were many hardshlps
canneated with the Methodist itinerant system, Entering
the Methodist clergy in those days was to give up all
thauﬁhta of wealth, leisure, and aspeial position, Those
who were weli-eatablishad in pusinesses of thelr own
and earning good salaries were more than tempted no;4ta
give up all of this to preach the gospel of Christ,
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Ae. Hill saw his position ae a medioal dcotor a dear

osaupation te relinquish in order to enter the ministry
to which he f&lt he was now salleds |

i saw uy position /a medleal dootor/-- I saw what
was duty, and what 1t would cost to do that duty,

and Lhis occasioned a wonderful strugzle, DUy » « »
stoed before me + « o« ¢ On the other hand, I
thought of my position, soelal; religious, snd
professional., Schemes of cherishsd nmhitiﬂn were
vefore me, The loss of sosis]l status--the oplnion
of men-- the humilistion--the grueifixion. I
hesitated~--1 struggled--1 wapt--I prayed, Ths Word
of God was ringing in my ears, and 'If any man
draw back, my scul shall have no plessure in him.' 95

There werse thosse who f8lt they could not enter the itln=-
- erancy because they were needed at home for famlly support;

octhers hagad to leave their families, friends, and comm=
Q!
unities, The prevalence and harshness of antli-Meth-

odist sentiment led many to hesitate to accept the ecall
o7
to preach, Some compleined that they had not the supp-

11e8 nor the money to purchase the necessary equipment for

a life as a airecult rider, which included & horse, aadd%g,

proper clothing, and a Bible, hymnbook, end Disolpling,

Poor health forbBde others to enter the rigorous 1ife in

99 _
the itinerancy. In the fage of exposure to the elsments,

Indians, and wild animals, the poor roads and general

tpavelling difficulties, it 1s easy to see why many

hated to make sc great the saecrifice even for the Lord.

reluctance to enter the minlsiry was also due to the
100
"epose’ of public speaking. Many were thus tempted
i01

to go around the "erossh

It wes only natural for these men, standing on the
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threshold of life, to tremble when they thought of the
seriousness of the deecision which they were aboulbt %o
make, One night ask, however, in the light of all of
the many hindrances which accompanied & 1life in the
itinerancy, why theae men entersd the Methodlst 1tin§bv,
aney? It 1s true that fow stayed away due to a laok of
qualificationa, But the Hethodlst eircult ridera were
men of power begsuse they were men of prayer. They felt
o sense of dependence upon the Almighty and theprefore
Fayly and almost hourly asked for divine guldange and
agpistange, The aarly_ﬂethadlst pfaaahars did not enter
the itinorancy depending upon thelr own strength, but
upon the power which came from c¢lose communion with God.
They sincersly felt that 1f God had celled them to preach,
he would preserve and keep them 1in thﬂir.wafk no matter
how unguelified they thought thamaalvea'ta’baalﬁa The
solemn vow "to be the Lord's forever, and to do what-
ever he misht require" caused them to obey the call gf;
the church and preach the gospel as beat they noﬂlﬂ-'oa
In spite of their apparent uaworthiness and lack
of qualiflcations these men humbly entered the Methedist
ninistry. Young, inexperienced, and uneducated though
they may be, yet they willingly submitted themsslves to
go where God and the church appointed and %o endure
whatever "orosses" might be lald before them, agreeing

to "be known oven as a poor, despised minister of the

—_— - _..-—-.-:
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Gospel," They resolved to be faithful and improve
the glfts which the Lord had alresdy given them, If
God should require anything further of them, he would
surely enggg them with additional talents to accomplish
that end. Thus God took men of unpolished and unlett-
ered minds that glowed with piety and sent them out unﬁnr'
divine influence to proclaim Christ's salvation to the
world in the name of the Methodlst Zplscopal Gnuroﬁ‘

The call to the ministry came as a ghock te some
r&mi&ies. Some parants and wives violently‘disapproved

106
of their son's or husband's intended profession,

John Wood was told by his mother: "John, if you want to |
be & poor man, carry an empty pocket, and live from hand |
* 107 '

to mouth, be a Methodist preacher." Mcst parents, . 1
' 10

however, did approve of the decisions of thelr sons, |
Charles Giles wrote:

My parents were led to belleve that the call from
Heaven would take me gwey from themj and they knew
that the divine will should bs revsrenced by sube
migssion., Henge they set up no antagonizing clalius

or wished to bar or oppose my obvious Gourse of dﬂ&ii;
thouzh the ties of affection instingtively waked up

a degree of reluctange in their minds, 109

The church, of course, offered much engouragement

_ to the men looking toward the minisiry. Every opportunity
was afforded to them to get as much experience as possible,
wnether it be in the pulpit, praying at publls meetings, S
or asslsting in the various pastoral duties of the clrecuit,
gome Methodist churches went a little too far in encoura-

ging men to enter the minlstry. Some of these men were
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literally coerced by their churches to uﬂﬂ M I""“QT
preacher's or an exhorter's liocense in an mm to PrlATee
push them into the nm-nuy.m Erastus Haven | I Ay
complained that the zood Methodist ainisters .l' his
conferense "without & hint from me foroed upon »e &
license to oxhort.ln Fortunately =ost of the churohes
were not that szealous in encouraging men to enter the
ministry, yet through the long, arduous progess of .
spiritual sonversion and the call to preach, the chureh

offered more than a gulding hand,

The making of the ploneer Methodlst prescher was
no simple task., The prooess began in the home, where
roligious training varied, Most of the sinisters came
from generally religious fazilles and wtm muoh
from the teashinzg and example of Godly parents, There
were those, however, who oame from rfazilies who would have
rothing to do with prager, the Bible, the shurch, or 1is
sytsters, 5Sul most of the parenta to0K & ddep interest
in the spiritusl upbringing of their shildren and early
taught them to rsad the Bible, to pray, % love Ohrist,
to fear Ood, and to keep His somzandments, Thus sany of
these young men developed & rioh personal religious life
whioh oconsisted of a rigorous prograa of prajyer and Bible

study, both publie and private,
Spiritual conversion was the clizag of thelr

sarly relizious 1life, Realising their sinful nature

e —
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they prayed constantly until they received God's pardon.
These converalon experiences were usually highly
emotionel exeroises, vividly recorded in their auto-
biographies, This experience gave thess men a new out-
look on life, Indeed, & new task wes theirs: "Woe 18
me if I preach not the Gospell"

Closely following the conversion ceame the divine
sall to preach, There were generally three ingredients
in God's sall to preach: first, the moving of the holy.
spirit; second, the consensus of the churchj and third,
God's providential leadings through parents, friends,
and events, The decision to enter the Methodist
ministry was s difflcull one; especlally in the lizght
of all of the hardships of itinerant life, A profound
aense of unworthinese and lack of qualification also
kept many from openly declaring themaelves ito be can-
didates fop the minietry. In spite of all of their
resarvationé about entering the Methodlst ministry,
 they gradually and humbly aceepted God's holy call in
the faith that God would help them overcome all of their
snefficiencics, The reacgtion of aothers to the call was
generally favorable, yet there wers thnae'fsw who dis-
approved of men who would devote their livea to sush
& lowly and base occupatlion as hﬁat of a Methodlst
freacher, Some men 108t their olosest friehds and even

thelr families begause they choss to obey God's @all te




prezch, The church, of course, was eager to get these
men intc its clergy and did all in its power to encour-
age them to devote their lives wholeheartedly to the life
and work of a preacher, Thus these men entered upon &
new life, noted for its trials and tribulations, ite

hardships and poverty, fully confident that God would
be their strength and song.



CHAPTER V HIS THEQLOGICAL TRAINING

The Methodist preacher in the early decades of
nineteenth eentury America was, in the main, poorly
e#uuated as comparad with his Duﬁﬁhi Anglican, Congre-
gatlional, or FPrasbyterian brethren. In England the
thorough Training and intellectual interests of Wesley
promoted all phases of educatlions But tﬁ& intense
religlous enthusiaam of the Methodists in America was
tempered by no such thorough and sound interest ln
eduocation. \ The early Methodists were prejudiced
against = theologleally~-trained pedantilo clergy. The
jmportant thing to them was the conversion exparience.
and the plain,, practicel preaching of the Gospel. It
wes thus sixty-three years after the Christmas Conference
that the first Methodist thecloglcal samiﬁary in America
made l1lts appearance,

singe the early Methodists were a highly aggressive
and militant religlous group, thelr very tagk was such
as tended to make minlsterial educatlion appear to be un-
necessary, if not a sinful waste of time and energy.
The task of the preachsr was not to settle down and
minister to the needs of any oneé comrunity; the world was
s vast mission fiseld to be gonguered; there was no time

to lose! PFeeling the urgency of their task, the lMethodlists
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tended to send their preaghers out into the field et the
earliest possible moment, Candidates for the itinerancy
were encouraged to forget ebout formal education because
their spiritual advisors did not regard a "collegiate"
education as eaaential.g Inatead, they were urged to
join the travelling connection at once, ‘You should
not have to Zo throuzh college,” “souls are periahiﬂsyr
"getting knowledge is good, but saving souls 1s bﬂttar,“
and many other sophisticated sugséationﬂ were used to
induce these men to enter the itinerency immediately
and educate themsalvea.3 When Williem Capers as a young
man desired to make further literary preparation before
entering the conference, his presiding elder warned hims

. » o and if you are called to preach, and sinners

sre falling dally into hell, take care lest the

wlood of some of them be found on your skirts, 4
Thus meny ylelded to the pressure and gave up their a
ambition for more formal educatilon.

Furthermore, the type of gospel preached by the

Methodist ministers was such that could be easlly grasped

and understood withoutb special training. The early Neth-

odists plaged little emphasis on an elaborate intellectual

foundstion of doctrine. In the task of preesching, the
only gualificatlons necessary were couvictions and
abllity to influence others, %Ehealogiual schools were
counter te the mebthodiet theory thet God furnished ths
preacher's message. 1t was believed that no amount

of education sould supply the divine oall to preach,
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Thus for meny years the leaders of the Methodist
Episcopal Church opposed thaéloéiaal gducation, They
felt that when God celled a man to preagh, it was sinful
for him to waste time getting ready, for God would not
have called an usprepared msn, The Methodist Discipline
of 1785 advised the preachers not to psrmit atudy and
learning to interfere with soul-savings "1f you oan de
but one, let your studies alone, We would throw by all
the libraries in the worid rabhsr.than be guilty of the
loas of one soul." A

It is true that the ploneer Methodist preachers
were not gradustes of theologleal seminaries, Only
5 few ever matrisulated at a college, The ma Jority of
the iltinerants had sttended only elementary sghools
before entering the conierence, That does nol mean,
howevepr, that the olroult prideps were ignorant. On Lhe
uﬁntrary, these men showed s remarkable squaintance with
the knowledge of thelr day. This was due lersely to the
fact that all Methodlst preachers vere expeoted to read
and study while serving their circults,

The earliest attempt of the Methodist Episcopal
Church to train its clergy wase the establishment of the
junior-senlor presoher systel. From the very beginning
of American Hethodlam ot least two preachers were aent
to the larger circults, & younger man peing assoslated
with an older one, designated Junlor and senlor praacher

respestively. The younger man profited from the older
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man'e experiences. Joseph Trimble mentions that ths
Methodists in the early 1800's did not went theologlical
schools, “"believing that the eircult system, with &
senior and junior preacher proffered thﬁ best advantages
for tneological study and for the training of young men
of the gonferanca to be useful miniaters of the Lord
Jesus." The senlor preacher selected certain books
"both li%&rary and theologlcal" for his young assistant
to read. Thus these men were tutored not only in theo~
logy, but aleo in English grammay and literature, phil-
osophy, and history. The saddle became their principal
place of study and the saddle bags contained thelr meager
1ibrary, John Dodd writes?
The work thus required of me as junior preacher with
the kind snd helpful advice and instruction given
by my colleague, who was & man of wide knowledge
and experience, weg the next best thing to a course
of study in the achools. Tndeed, it was what the °
old-time veterans used to call §olng through "Brush
Gollege.” 9
The junior-senlor preacher system enabled young, inex-
perienced ministers to zain first-hand the mechanics of
the Methodlst system and also afforded. an oppertunity
to be privately tutorsd in the Bible, theology, Meth~
odist dootrines, ond even gecular subjects.

The alme mater of the gaprly Methodlst preachers
was "Brush College,"” whieh acoording to John Strange
was"more ancient, bthough 1ess pretentious than Yale,
Harvard, or Prineetan." The ourr1¢u1umfwui“uanatitutad

of such subjects ae "the phllosophy of mnature and the
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nysteries of redemption,” while the libprary consisted
of the “word of God; the diseipline snd hymabook, Supp-
lemented with trees snd brooks and stones, all of which
are full of wisdom and sermons and apeechea; and her
parchmigta_af literary honors are the horse and saddle-
bagee" "Regular attendsnce upon Sabbath Schools, 2ible
slasses, and teachers' meetings beceme as schooling to
me," sald Hugh Fisher, "In fact, I graduated from the
Sebbath Bchogi into the ministry. It was my theclogical
Alme Mater."” The picneer preaghers considepred the
ministerial educatlon furnished ab "aprush Jollege" or
"gollege on Horsebagk" to be sufficlent, They believed
that practical experienge regeived there was of more
fmportance than formal theslogieal instruction. The
itethodlate became so sabtisfled on this point that they
declared there was no place in Methodlsm for "praacher
faatariesi“lg

During most of the years from 1790 to 1860
the Methndﬁat Epliascopal Chureh supported no formal
theologlecal aahools. The minislers werse forced to aoaquire
what little edusation whey could on their own. Self
gtudy snd practical experience were the source of moat
of their ministerial training. "mew of the preachers
had received sven « « « & good common~school tralning,
and the demand for laborers in the Gospel field was 80
urgent that young men, who had nolt even studied English

Zrammar were continually thrust out into the work to
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13
study and improve as best they uould.“': These men

sought to prepare themselves as speedily and as thorouguly
as possible for the great work which lay before t.-heml |
Hugh Fisher cried: "How my heart panted for the know-
iedge that would fit me for the miniat-r)‘"ﬁ“ls,ﬁ_ The call
to preach thus seemed to have revived in these young
men their smothered aspirations for knowlsdge and they
began to extend their studies and took advantage of all
opportunities for sdvancements /

The cilreuit riders who enteped the minlstry
with ﬁnn learning from books, save what was depived
from the pages of the. Bible and hymn bobk,"” wers now
afferdeg sn axesllsnt opportunity for meditatlon and
Etudy.l Thomee Morris mentions that he and his
mindsterial collesgues "resd much on norseback, occas-
fonally closing the book and reflecting anﬁﬁta gontents;
to which mode of study our long lonesoms rides were
adnirably aﬁapted."l7 Arn amegzing swmount of reading
wag done by some of the ploneer gircult riders,

Alone with the usuad Hible, Discipline, and Hymnbook,
the Methodist itinsrant carried books of literature and
seienee, pouring over them as he pede hastily elong
with apdour and perseverance auch ao perhaps was never
witnegsed in any college sommunitys. Alfred Brunson
syetematically atudieq the rules ol graumar and resd
much in Christien l1iterature es he rode his cireouit,

commeneing to read a volume on Monday after preaching
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and finishing it on Friday while on his horse before

18
he reached his next preaching noint.

Some men set up elaborate schedules for self-
study, carefully coordinating it with their ministerial
labors in an effort to make the most efficient use of
the time availabla.lg The Disoipline of 1785 admonished

the preachers to "Read the

3 ¢ ful Books and that
rezularly and constantly., Stsadlly spend all the
Norning in tgéa fmploy, or at least five Hours in four
and twenty," Orange dcott set up & rigid schedule for
daily study aleong with his regular olroult duties:
Rise &t five o'clogk; breakfast at eight; travel,
if nsed be, from nine till eleven; dine al one;
retire at two; spend the efternoon in reading or
viaiting the slck; take tea at fivej retire at
six; spend from seven till nine in preaching and
meeting the sccietles; retire and prepare for rest
at half-past nine or ten, 21
The Holy Bible was the preacher's primary
textbook and theolozical subjects ogcupied the most
prominent position in their course of selfs=atudy. In
reading the memoirs of the most prominent early ieth-
odiste together with the works of Wesley, Fletecher,
and Glarke, these men became agualinted with Wesleyan
22
theory. Vethodlst dogbrine was also expllieltly
stated in the Twenty-four Articlies of Relizion as found
in the Disciplins. Readings in Christian blography
1neluded the lives of Abbott, Bramwell, Carvosso, Drew,
Fleteher, CGarrebtson, Johnaon, Lge. Nelson, Pﬂfﬂﬂﬁ;

Rogers, Wesley, and many others. Such noteworthy
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lives were a source of much inspiration. Nethodlst

tracts and magazines, such as the Me

National Magazine, and the C

carefully read and "ylelded many new and valuable jdsas,"

ycates were also

24

The reading nfgghaaa ploneer preachers,then, was truly
: _
"Methodistic,"

Theolozgiecal subjects were not the only subjects
studied by theae young itinerants., They studled such
secular subjects as history, zeography, philosophy,
literature, arithgetic, spelling, grammer, elocutlon,
and aompoaition.z Hebrew, Latin, and Greek added a
classlical flavor to thelr aurrinulum.gT The sciences,
inecluding physiology, anatomy, pharmacy, gangnﬁy, astron~
omy, and chemistry were also notb naslaataﬂug The books
which the Methodist minister read in his attempt o
educate himself during his busy 1life in the itinerancy
coveraed a wide and varied field. It 18 inde=d surprising
that such a wilde range of reading material was available oo
when one considers the sgarcity of books on the frontler,

There were usually two sources of books, Either
these men would purchase tLheuw from the supply which the
traveling lethodlst preachers carried or else they were
borrowed from nelghbors and fri.nds., The eirouit riders
always managed to nave a few books or pamphiets 1n
thelr saddlebags which they would distribute aumong the
eager young sahmlar3.30 {pﬁéfoé the additional dutles

of the ciprcult rider was explicitly set forth in the
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1848 edition of the Diseipline; all preachers were now

required "to encourage . . . the publication and dis-

tribution of Bibles, trascts, and Sunday-sehool hggk.jQEEJ

The only other alternative was to borrow books from & .

neighbor who was fortunate enough to have a few of tnnm.sg

While on the frontler Chauncey Hobart claimed it was his

practice to call upon each famlly as soon as they moved

into the neizhborhood and to borrew all the books they

possesased which he ha%jnmt already read, so eager was he ,

for readiny material, Luther Lee was 80 e#ger to get |

neéw books that when & man woved into his neighborhood

who hed a copy of "Murray's fnglish Grammaf,“:ha worked

three days for that man to pay for the haak.54 James

Erwin notes that the Matﬁodiats of that day were very

interested in zood resding. He wkites:
In the homes of our people we often found Glarke's
end Benson's commentaries, Wesley's works, Watson's
Institutes, ete,, There was a greatey readinens
among Ghristian people of that day to purchase

good, sollid, readlng books « « « o <Farents found
them a great help in the education of their

children, 35

Library facllitles were zenerally nolt avallable

to the sarly lethodist scholars. Private libraries,
sauch ag thoge of nearvy famllies, as well as the largsr

1ibraries of old ministers or aother prominent scholars

36

in the communily, wers freguently used whenever passible,
4 few of the homes of these men had considerable llb-

- 37
raries which their fathers had gmathered, but most of

the men had to dillgently asok out reading material.
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Sunday schools, which were just beginning to rise in

popularity in Methodism in the 1840's, also made avallable

good selections of resding material along Methodist xﬁnaa!;;;mwgg
In 1816 a systematio plan of study for the preachers

was adopted by the Methodist Zplscopal Church. The hap-

hazard method of the first thirty-two years had nob proved

entirely satisfactory since many of the young preachers

314 not econtinue their studies after entering the itin-

erancy., The Genersl Conference of 1816 therefors

ingtructed the blshops "to point out a course of reading

and - study proper to be pursued by candidates for the

ministry." To enforee this legislatlon 1t was decided

thaet no candidate sould be regelved 1into fulldﬁannaﬂtion

until he had satiefactorily passed an examination of

the course of study.39 Tt took time, however, to

stendardize the curriculum, It was not until 1848 that

an official "GConference Ucurse of study" appeared in

the Diseipline., Up to thal time the books azgignad

vapied with the bishops and the confereneeds, = A glance

at the first selected sourse of study for the entire

church indicates that a nowledge of the ioly Bible wae

of greater imporisnce than that of any theoclogical or

secular book. Dostrinal sooks ranked next to the Bible,

The oircult rider endeavored GO master Watson's Instlitutes,

rleteher's Chesks, znd Wesley's sermons. There were

only & few seocular books on the llst--English 5ra§§ar

and composition, history, and netural philosophy.
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The itinerants never regretted the thorough
drill which they receivsed in the "Qld-fashioned theo-

logical =chool of Matbudiami" 25 the sonference course
» _
of study came to be called. At the end of four years

of intense self-study, examinations were held by the

43 |
conference board of ministerial training. Henry Smith
deseribas his examination before that committee thuss

We were called up, one by one, and gave in our
religious experience, and asslgned some reasons

why we thougzht we wers sslled to the ministry; and
the bisghop asked some questions on poinita of
doatrine and discipline, He put gone glose questions
gsome, whioh alarmed me very mueh, I Was tas last
that was called up. While I told my experience,

&aes, I trembled and weptj the sympathiss of the
nreachers were waksd up in my favor, and the good
Bishop himself appeared to be touched. 44

The conference probabioners dreaded to Dbe axamined on
the course of study, The sleep of many @ joung preacher
was diaturbed by the ﬁhaugﬁt of the formal gqulz which
5 :
awaiied him at conferonge, James Epwin wrote of his
feeling when he faced the committes in 18353
T don't kaow how my asspciates fell in coming
before the committee, but no timid sghool boy
aver falt more abashad when sumnoned before the
dreaded psdagogue than I d4d 'when I to the awful
Dressnce came.’ 49 B
These examinations were not always easy to paai% the
nature of the test depended on the conference. The
Troy Conference, for example, had & reputation for
striotness, Several of Newell Culver's friendas whon
he supposed to be well prepared for thelr examinatlon
"yepre pronounged by the conmittes to be ‘deficient,”

and were put over to another year for re-examinatlion,
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The majority of the examinations, however, were simple,
It often happened that many members of the examining
board werse themselvas unaguainted with the books assigned,
and they therefore were only capable of questioning the
candidates superficelly upon general topics, Few
committees rejscted a student who, because of the duties P
of hile eircult, had bHeen unable to read the books
assigned to him, The preachers who conssientiously
phebared thelr assignnent were often dlsgusted with the
nature of the examinstion, After his examination 3951*3;'
Pagk worte: "I came away almost vexed, I had atudled
hard for two years, and the books over whi&h:l ned spent
meny & day of intense appliecalion were hnrdly namadw"#g
i Even with 1ts apparent defects, the sarly course
5T7ﬁtuﬂy-ﬂervad a great purpose in aarly‘ﬁﬁgriuan Meth~-
odism. Men who otherwise might have stopped thelr
education were forced Lo pursue the standard books of
theology, history, pailosophy, and zgramrar, The sourse
of study cogbined &ne sheoretical with the practical
because the cirouit rlders had the opportunity of putting
into practioe dally the knowledge galned from the books,
The course of study was of sueh importancs in early Meth-
odigm thet Bishop Morrls wortes |
The conseguence of the whole was, wmany of the Heth-
odist preachers who entered the work with very
limited education, became not only gremmarlans,
historlans, philesophers, and orators, but what

was much better, profound theologlane and abls
ministers of the lew Testanente 50
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The Methodlste during the early years of the
ninsteenth century held that no smount of educatlon
could make up for the lack of a divine call, They argued
that theological traininz was nct required of the apostles,
To preach the simple gosﬁal, ﬁhey maintained, did not
require & long period of tralning in a theologleal
seminery. They were convinced that God would never eall
and unprepared man to preach, though he had called many
an uneducated one, "Christ," sald Peter Gartwrizht, "had
ne lltersry college or uni¢araity,'nn th;ﬁlmsiaal school

ar Biblieal Institute, nor 4id he require his Tirst

ﬁq tarry at Jaggsalem 411l they were endusd with power
qrpm_gn high," Othey Methodiste bitterly opposed the :

|
ministers to memorize his sayinge or sermons, bubt simuply. E
|

sdes that one could make a preacher simply by sending
him throush a theologioal school, According to them,

e —— e ——

presching the Gospel of Christ was not an art to be
lssrned in the schools, but only by nersistent praatiuo.sa
The bheological school movement 1n Methodlem
fuet with marked opposition from most of 1ts ministersa
and members,” says Newell Gulvar.b3 It wes popular to
make Jocular snc even sareastic rewarks aboul minlsters
who were gradustes of eoliegss and theolozical schools.
Seme prophesisd if Methodlsm esbablished theologlicel

seminaries, "her glory would depart from her and Ichabod
Sk
be written on her walls.®

—=p Theologlecal schools of other denominailons wers cone~

(jnufﬂ)
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temptuously denounced as "minister mills," "theological
mills," "preacher factories," and the 11ka.55‘Th9
graduates of such venerable 1nat1tuttunn were galled

manuggctured oreachers," "men-made miniatara,' and the
like, In a sermon in the early 1840's a young

itinerant, Newell Culver, declared:
I have heard of a wonderful thing under the sun,
I have heard that men teke the pure Goapal geed
and carry 1t to a 'theological Mill,' and get it
ground to fine flour, and than sow 1t over the
Paople and wundar why it doesn't hpring up and
“'pear fruit.' 57
Alfred Brunson opposed theological schools on the ground
that they turned out "learned dunces and third-rate
preachers," while Peter Cartwright compared the theo-
logically educated preachers he knew to the pale lettuce

it

"growing under the shade of a peach tree,” or to a

"zoosling that has got the waddles walking in the daw.“Sa
The Methodists accused the so-called "menufactured
preachers" of not understanding the “plain Bible teach-
ings of the new birth.“Sg They wanted not professors
of history or Gresk, but "professors of religion" for
their preachers!

History aided the Methodists in their fight
against theolozlical seminaries. They could truthfully

declare that the Wesleyan movement had mede phenomenal

progress under the leadership of untrained men. Peter

Gartwright wrotes
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It is true we could not, many of us, conjugate &
Eerb or parse a sentence, and murdered the kinS'a
English almost every lick. But there was a Divine
unction attended the word preached, and thousands
fell under the mighty power of God, and thus the
Methodist Zpiscopal Church was planted firmly in

this Western wilderness, and man orious slgns
have followed. 60 : i il

The logical conclusion to such an argument wes that
divinity schools were not needed at any time., It must
be sdmitted that on the American frontier the graduates
of "Brush College" triumphed over the theologically
trained men of other denominations, Peter Cartwright
inesisted that the illiterate lethodist preachers set

America on fire while the educated preachers gf the
7 &

other churches "were lizmhting their matchesl”

inother argument against ean educated clergy was
that only unlearned men could really sympathize with
and understand the lower classes of people. When
William Capers, the first college graduate to enter the
douth Carolins Conference, Jjolned the itinerancy, many
preachers and laymen predicted that Capers would fail
because his education would render him haughty and
proud.62 Tt was thouzht that the church invariably
deaclines in spirituality 1in thé same proportlions as her
ministers become distinguished for the general popularity

63
as eloquent and learned divines, Heman Bangs

reiterated:

T am not an apologist for {gnorence, I have no
objectlon to our ministers being learned ment but
I do not believe that Jesus Christ is dependent
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gﬁggetﬁiggaisﬂgﬁaggr Eig ministers, He sometimes
useful, to teach ua'not tﬁafﬁinihigfﬁaﬁzgzg?ng?ntly

men and learning then we ought to think; and to

show that the excellency of the power 18 of God,

and not in human instrumentality. 64

Indeed, our Methodist forefathers were strongly
prejudiced against "man-made ministers,” as they were
called. They bellieved thatyjpen truly called of God and
endowed with power from on high would, with proper
care and study, whether highly educated or not, make
better ninisters than the college educated onaa.ﬁs
It wae thought that "studying theology too much as a
sgcience and as e profession and not enough for spiritual
food, and immediate, practical use,” would remove all
notion of a deep spiritual life.eéhdunatian, they thought,
led to skeptlcism and indifference. With these prejudices
in their way, 1t is little wonder that there were 8o
few college or seminary graduates in the Methodist
clergy and membership in the early eighteen hundreds,
Thus the Methodist Episcopal Church lagged

behind the other denominations 1in eatablishing theolog~
108l seminaries for the training of its olergy. Through-
out the first three decades of the nineteenth century
the prevalling sentiment was entirely agalnst es~
tablishing them.6 Stephen Beggs explains;

I learned to think that 1f a man gould read, and
write, and sing, and pray, he had about all the
qualifications needed for the itinerant work. 68

The entire church fell that the ministry damggded not

go much learned men as 1t demanded holy men.

|
|
|
|
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The modern Methodist may be amused by the argu-
ments used by the circult riders ageinst formal theo~
logical education, but in many ways those early Meth~
odists were correct in their views, Ploneer Meth-
odism did not necessarily need a trained ministry. No
great educationsl demands were made upon the Methodist
itinerants, The people with whom they worked were
uneducated. The frontlersmen understood better the
simple message of & circult rider than they did &
scholarly address from a Yale of Frinceton graduate,
Mothodiem did not stress dootrine and therefore did
not need theologlans in the pulpit. The circult
system made posalible the use of uneducated preachers,
for when a minister spoke at a different place each
day of the month no large number of prepared serumons
were required.

As Methodism grew older a changed attitude
toward theological tralning emerged, In the face of
such marked opposition, what were the influences
which finally led the uMethodists to advocate a theo-
loglcally educated clergy snd to the establishment of
their first theologleal schools? Ferhaps the most
obvious of these influences was the contacts of the
Methodists with other religious groups. Gertain of
the other larger denominations maintained compar-

70
atively high educationel standards for thelr clergy.
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An obvious change of attitude came about as a result
of the example set by other successful religious

groups. BStephen Vall argued:

We must educate young men in order that our
rising minigtry may stand on a level with thab
of our sister churches, They educate thelr can-
didates in the very best manner . . « « We

muet demonstrate our power to be egual, if not
superior. 71

This was the primary reason why the filrst Methodlism
theologzlcal seminary was established in New England,
where denominational competition was earliest felt.

A second, and perhaps more powerful influence,
waes that exerted by educated and wealthy laymen who
began to demand ministers of whom they need not feel
ashamed. The growing number of Methodist colleges
and acaodemies throughout the country werse producing
more snd more educated laymen who were no longer
content to listen to the preaching of crude, untrained
preachers, Trained ministers, they said, were needed
to attrect the cultured people of the cities, "Give
us men who can instruct us, not uneducated boya, "

72
they cried.

The work of the Methodist minlater was repldly
¢heriging as the nid-century mark approached, No longer
was it possible to send the young man to the backwoods
sireulte where they did not preach to the same con-
gregation more often then onee in two, four, or even

aix weeks, An exhortation then would pass well
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instead of a sermon, but not so a spnﬁfntian later.
The old circult system was breaking down and resident
pastoratea were becoming more common, The exhilar-
ations of riding the backwoods circuits, with its
triels and hardships and its varied scenery, was now
given up for the sober reallity of facing the sgme
congregation two or three tlmes a week, 1Ihe congre~
gation thus demanded well-prepared aarmana; each with
some new thought or 1ldea,
There was another, more serious change whilech

was taking place in American Methodism as the mid-
century mark approasched. The old Jjunior-senlor
preacher system had been abolished, The division of
the large circuits into smaller units destroyed the
influences of "Brush College"; the Junlor preacher
could no longer be tralned under an 0ld and exper-
jenced minister. The multifarious dutles of the
pastorate no longer allowed a young man to educate
himself as in the days gone by. It was necessary for
the second meneration of Methodist preachers to be
better educated before they entered the ministry.
Thue, the increasing complexity of the role of the
Methodist minister in soclety had much to do with
fostering the idea of the urgency of an educated
clerzy to lead the Methodists,

A final reason for the inoreasing demand for an

erudite clergy is that scholars were needed to refute
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in the prees and on the platform the attacks made
upon Methodlst theology by other denominations,
Stephen Vall, with prophetie insight, noted te 18533

It 18 exceedingly desirable that the new gener-
ation of Methodilst ministers, may do more than

the former generation has dene, in writing for

the press, and thug galning an influsnce on the
public mind, end leaving works for the edification
of posterity . « . « We need a new gen@ration of
able defenders to promote our cause, Methodlst
theology, on many points, needs to be re-written.73

After a lengthy campalgn which was waged Dby
the more progressive leaders of Methodlam, the denom~
ination as a whole began to see the real necessity of
& learned clergy. Such changed conditions caused
outspoken ppponents of theologlcal education to change
thelr sttitude. Hven Alfred Brunson, once bitterly
antagonistic to any suggestlon of establishing Heth-
odist theological echools, in his old age recognlzed
£He 4ndispensability of such training and galds

Tn view of sll the ciroumstsinces of the oase,

the change from the circult to the station sysiem==

each young preacher beling alone, instead of
having an elder brother with him to teach him,

the elevated state of soclety, and the wish of
our good people to have educated men, « « » and
in view of the influence mere tingel of this kind
has upon outsiders in attracting them to owur
places of worship, 1t is probably best to have

such institutions. T4
Even Peter Cartwright ageepted an honorary degree from
a college,
When the sentiment for theological training

began to gain ground, 1t was thought by many that the
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exlsting Methodist colleges could provide the
instruetion, But there was one preacher, however,
in the Methodlet Zpiscopal Churech who refused to be
satlsflied with this compromise, That man was John
Dempster, He saw that although educated man were
converted under Methodist preaching, many ﬁf them
united with denominations that had educated ministers,
Therupon 1t became Dempster's great alm in life to
establish schools that would fupnish the needed men.76
With the aid of friendes he was finally able to found
at Concord, New Hampehire, in 1847, Methodist General
Biblical Institute, the first theologlical school of
American Methgdism.TT

Reverend Dempster was not satisfied with just
one Methodist divinity school. He desired to organlze
three such institutions, one in the East, a second
in the Middle West, and the third on the West Coast.
With the help of Mrs. Eliza Garrett, he was able to
open another theologlecal 1nst1tu11nn7§n 1855 near
Ohiesgo, Garrett Biblical Institute, Thus by 1855
the Americsn Methodists, who had for 8o many years
opposed formal ministerial education, possessed two
achools of the prophets., They represented in a large
degree the work of John Dempster, who realized that
the time had come in Methodlsm when trained leaders
were necessary.

ginoe Methodism did not take its first
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definite steps in the direction of establishing Meth=-
odlet schools of theology until the late 1840's, few
of the men in this research benefit 24 from the new
theologleal institutlions, 1In fact, only three ever
matriculated in a theologicel seminary, and one of

79
these attended an inter-denominational school.

A reprint of an early catalogue of lMethodiat
General Biblical Institute, which was established in
Concord, New Hampshire in 1847, affords a good piuturg
0
of life in the earliest Methodist theological school.
As stated in the constitution of this newly~formed
institution, its object was:
.« « the more ready and perfect preparation for
the Christian ministry of young men who shall
have been deemed by the church divinely called
thereto., No doctrines or opinions which are
contrary to the fundamental principles of Meth-
odism, as recorded in the book of Discipline,
and the standard authors of the Methodlst
Episcopal Church, shall be taught in the
Inﬂtitution.
Applicants for admissilon to this seminary who belonged
to the Methodist Church had to presgnt a written
recommendation from a quarterly or annual conference,
Applicants from other denominations were also accepted
with proper commendatlion from their respective denom-
inations, Candidates for admission to the regular
three-year course of study were required to have a
"thorough lmowledge of the common English branches and
also & good knowledge of the higher English and of the

dreek gremmar.” The faculty, howsver, was allowed to
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suspend this rule, if, in their judgement, 1t would

be dséirable. It was the design of the trustees and
the patronizing conferences of the school to reduce
the expenses of the students to the lowest possible
rates, so that those candidates whose means were
limited would be able to obbein an appropriate
educatlion for their future calling. Hence no charge
was made for tuition., The school's boarding house

was occupled by students free of rent; board and
laundry cuuldfbe gecured for about §l.30 per week,

the institution made no charge on the student except
"one shilling per week for contingent expenses, upon |
those who occupy rooms in the bullding,” and fifty
cents per term upon those who room out." A number of
gtudents supported themselves by "supplying vacani
congregations on the Sabbath, others by teaching
during winter vacations, and a few by manual labor."
Three twelve-week terms were held each year: a

spring, summer, and fall term. In 1847 the library
of the school contained 2600 volumes "to which the
gtudents have access without any additional expensaes,”
The curriculum, which is reproduced in full in the
appendiz of this study, was broken down into a three-
year program--g Junior, middler, and senlor year.
Henyy Kimball, who attended this institution in

the early 1850's,mentions that he studied such subjects

as historical theology, history of the Christian
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church, Hebrew, systematic thaolcgy, mental sclence,
1
ethlcs, New Testament, and Greek,

Few ploneer Methodist preachers sould be
mentioned as having any special educational qualif-
lcations. Ococasionally a reference is found to a man
who had legal training and some knowledge of Latin,
Greek,. or even Hebrew, but even in such cases the
men were usually self-educated, Indeed, few had
more than a common school education. In apite of
the emergence of Methodlst schools of theology in
the late 1840's, most of the early circuit riders
éainad thelr theological training in what they liked
to call "Brush College."/ They studied divinity in
"the school of Christ, and /fwere/ traiggd under the
professorship of Wesley and Fletcher," Books
became the constant companion of the Methodliet clireult
rider and did much to pass his time on ;hgmﬁnnﬁly
rides from appointment to appolntment,. Through
practical experience under the junior-senior preacher
system and by intense study of a course of reading
prescribed by the conferences, these men educated
themselves to & remarkable degree, Wesley's admonltlon
to his early preacher's was well heeded by the ploneer
Methodist preachers 1in Amarig§: "Reading Christians
will be knowing Christlens,” As Methodism matured
the desirability of formal theologlcal tralning was

re-evaluated, A few fapr-sighted leaders reallzed the
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inadequacy of the former system of training a Glersy.
This method may have been ﬁha mosT effective way of
winning the Waest for the Methodists, but times had
changed and so had men's tastes. Agitatiqn in the
early 1840's among the Methodists, primarily through
the efforts of John Dempster, led to the final
establishment of Methodism's first theologlcal
gschools, but not without much heated debate., This
marked the end of an execiting, herole era of

American Methodism,
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APPENDIX 1IIX

Courso of Study at Methodist Gonevsl Bibliesl Institute,
Concord, lew Hmmpshire, the first Mothodist theological

school, in Stephen Vail, Ministerial fon, £tk
Hothodist Episcopal Church, Boston, 10 > "

Junlor Class

First Term: Hebrew comienced. Lectures on Sagred
GCeography. Greolk harony and exogesis.
Haturgl Theology; with Lectwures.

Second Term: Hebrew continued, Lectures on Secripture
Haturyl Higtory. lNental and Moral Scilence,
with Lectures. Greek Harmony continuod,
Lectures on the style and compogition of
EE}MORE-

Third Torm: Hebrow Historical Books, Tinighed. Lectures
on Biblical Archaeology. Greok Hermony of the
Gospols, {inished, Leoctures on the evidence of
Christienity and Inspiration of the Seripitures,
(ixereises in Klocutlion and Preaching through-
out the year).

Middle Class

Flrat Term: IHebrew Poetry. Fsaelms, wlth Exegetical
Exopciges., Acts of the Apostles with
Ixopetlcal Exercises, Revealed Thoology,
with Lectures. IBKeclesiasblcal History,
with Leectures, throughout the year,

Second Torm: Revesloed Theology, Scclesiastical Ilstory.
Ipistleos of Poul, with Exegetical rxorclges.
Lectures on Fastoranl Theology. lHebrow
Prophets, Isalah, Joremlah, end Hzeklel,
with Lectures and Exegetical Exerclses.

; « TRoveoled Thoology and Eccleslastical Iistory,
P finished. Paul'ayﬁ:pistlaa with exegetical
lwevcises, finished, Hobrew books of Job,
Ecclesiastes, and Conticles, wlth Lectures
and Exepetlcal Exercises, Lecturea on
vantoral Theology. (Semmons and Freaching).
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APFPENDIX IIX

A Complete List of the Colleges Attended by the
Ploneor Methodlst Preéchers in thils Research.

Hiame

# Allegheny College
Amherst College

% Asbury College

% Agbury University

# Augusta College
College of Charleston
Dartmouth College

% DePauw University

e

Dickinson College

# Grand River College

3% Hiwasgsee Collepe

# Illinois College
Kenyon College

# YMcHonzle College

Maorghall Universitvy

# Mownt Pleasant College

liew York University

Oberlin College

Location
Meadville, Fa.
Amherat, lasa,
Wilmore, Ky,
Indiana
Augusta, Ky,
Charleston, S.C.
Honover, H.H,
Greencastle, Ind.
Caxlisle, Ye.
Edinburg, Mo.
Madisonville, Tenn.
Jacksonville, Ill.
Gambier, Chio
Toxas
Marshall, Texos
Movit Pleasant; Towa
llew York, H.X,

Oberiin, Ohio

# Methodist related ingtitutions

Humber

Attending

3
1
h s
1
1
1
1
i
2
1 1
A
i
i 5
2 ¢
1
i |
1
:
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Name Location - Avtend

S Ohio University Athens, Ohio -
# Ohio Wesleyan University Delawere, Chio a.

Fhiladelphia College i |
of Medieine Fhiladelphia, Pas 1
South Cerolina College Columbia, S,C, 1
Union Colloge Schenectady, N ¥ N
Vanderbuilt University Hashyville, Temnn, L
Washington College fﬂmﬂtarfam,_ Mde 1
% Wesleyan University Hiddletown, Comm, 1
Worthington Mediecal _
College Worthington, Ohio 1

Total number attonding colleges and univevsities 30

# Mothodist rolatod institutions
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DoVimme (1
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NOTES TO CHAPTER IX

Williem Sweet (1954), 119.

The Middle Atlantic colonies had over one=half of the
group studled: New York had slmost half of this group,
Penngylvenia ruaning a close second., New JOTEOY,
Meryland, end Delaware could claim only a few.

Hew IZngland states renked second in the total pleture
with one-third of the entire group studieds: Conmecticut |
had almost half of thils group, Vermont had & third of
the group, and the other New England states hed only a
Towy, if any.

southern States ranked third, with one-fifth of the total
group studied, Virginia and Tennessee oach had almosgt
ona-fourth of this group, the rest of the Southemm States
had few il any native borm HMethodlst preachers.

the number of Geryman Methodist preachers 1s obvlously
high in proportion %o other nationalities in this
regearch becauge [fifty-five cases were gathered together

in a book of %arianaea of Gormen Methodist Preachers,
edited by Adam Miller, pu hed in cincinnati, Ohio, 1859,

Rudolph Havighorst, 3803 Thomas Pearne, 2ls Johm Scarlett,
13 Lorenzo Weugh, 130.

William Nast, 1423 Granville Moody, 135.

James Anthony, Stephen Bsggs, Daniel Dorchestor, Lrastus
Haven, Seymour Landon, John Ii'Ferrin, Thomas Fearne, James
Reiley, Landon Taylor, Nicholas Vansant, Robert-Witten,

Brantley York,

Henyry Bomim, J. M. Buckley, James Finley, and Henry Kimball.
Orange Scott, 53 Stephen Beggs, 113 Hemen Bangs, 23 John
Bangs, 1lh.

H. L, Chopman, 13,13,18; Henry Morrison, 113 John leLean,
£9: ﬁlfr-r.alé Brﬁnso;l, %7;’811@1@5 Deems, 173 Lorenzo Waugh,

303 George Renltin, B.
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1z, George Datchelder, 7,080,113 William Capers, 2; Silas
Cunnings, 1liy Cherles Deems, 38; Daniel DeVinne (1867),
373 Coorge Henpy, 73 Billy Hibbard, 53 John Hudson, 153
Hf'-' L{ﬂﬁflﬁk&i 1583 Luther Loe, 173 William leckem, Z’-i!
Henry lMorrison, 53 John Swehlen, 89. |
13. Lorenzo Waugh, 23.
ilis Chawncey Hobart, 163 Orcenth Pisher, L72: Iugh Figher
653 Jolm Dyer, 16; Tohn Wood, 123 Géa%éajﬁrown. 393 3
Charles Giles, 133 John Shaffer, 5.
15. William Boyd, 193 Silas Cumings, 20.
16, Aeron Hell, 3.
17. B.ge, Jomes BErwin, 6.
18, Alfred Brunson, 37; 4, L. Chapman, 1%; William Ryderw,
s Samuel Smith, 1313 Heman Bangs, 63 Goorge Batchelder,
Ejiff s Goorgo Renkin, 693 Hark Trafton, 333 PBrantley York,
[ 3
19, 8ilas Cumings, 18£; Hemen Bangs, 63 sce also note 18,
20, George Honry, 11£,87f: John Klein, 194.
21, James Davidson, 15.
22, Alonzo Moyehouse, 10.
23, B.g.,; Luthor Lee, 233 John Millg, LT.
25, Elwood Stoles, 1l.
26, James Finley, 1153 Phillp Kuhl, 20l.
27. George Boehm, lli; Honry Ellerbeclk, 397.

28, G, M. Doering, 138; Elnathan Gavitt, 693 Henwy Kimball,
303 James Pinley, 5.15; Goorge Mathews, 17.

29, William Boyd, 023 Silas Cumings, 233 Alenzo Sellsgk, 2ls
Luther Lee, 18; John Wood, 1lis David Lﬂuiaé 353 Goorge
Honry, 11l: Janes Peck, 93 George Rankin, ©GOs

30, BeZes John Bangs, 123 Jameg Peclk, 9.

31, See note 68.

32, E.fies Jumes Finley, 158.

33- EI'-"I’ JOhn D}fﬁr' L]_O.



~120-

e See notes 12 through 1l

35. BsG.,; John Searlsett, 33,

36« Bspley John Mills, 473 John Bungs, 1.
37« John ¥Mills, 27.

38. Goorge Batchelder, L5s Oscar Mitzgerald, 15; Seth
Crowell, 10. e iy St

39+ Goorge Brown, W63 John Scarlett, 24ff; Ormnge Scott
373 Blwood Stokes, LO, » 24EL; Oramgoe Seott,

10, John Meloan, 313 Goorge Renkin, 793 John Sheffer, 53
George Batchelder, 8f; Andrew Meamship, 353 William
Boyd, 193 Silas Cumiings, ll; Goorge ﬁ@nry, T3 John
Hudson, 153 H, Hoenelte, 158: William Capers, 23
Charles Doems, 3063 Daniel DeVinne (1887), 373 Billy
Hibtbard, 53 ILuther Lee, 173 William Meoker, 21;
Honry lorrigon, 53 John Swehlen, 89.

Li, Tuther Lee, 13kL.

L2, Bepg., John Shaffer, 53 George Batchelder, 8f; Andrew
IﬂllShip 2 35 ™

Li3. Goorge Browm, l63 Silas Cumings, 283 Danliel DeVinne
(1887), L6: Honry Kimbell, Slis Jobn lMathews, 18; Wesson
Miller, U5 Alonzo Morehouse, 42; dohn Relley, iﬁl; ¥
John Scarlett, 803 I, Smith, 93 Tobias Spilcer, 163 John
Stewart, 233 Lorenzo Waugh, 353 Brantley York, 325 John
Nichols,; 17; Ebenazer Haweil, 161,

hli. Adna Leonavd, zlgg Adem Miller, 513 J. Wesley Carhart, 313
Lendon Teylor, O

45, Louls Beaudry, 1003 Uscar Pitzgorald, 553 Haxwell Gaddis,
h1; Henry lorrison, 203 Seth Roed, 1ﬁb; John Nilchols, 173

John Burgess, 151,
L6, Louis Besudry, 180; see also note 3.
L7. Seth Reed, 153 William Round, iy Mexwell Gaddis, 4l.

L8, 7. Wesley Carhavt, 12,3l; Erastus laven, 763 Wilson
Spottewood, 10f.

h9, William Turnor, 15,233 Brastus Haven, 53,566,633 Charles
Doems, L1f,47,19; Willlam Hast, 12,

50, E.f.s John Boynton, 1li6; Alfred Lrunaon, 35
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51+ Bupgey Alfved Brunson, 31f.

524 Bess Oscar Fitzgarald,. 33

53¢ Eufes John Searlett, 373 Alonzo Morehouse, li.

She E o5 Jolm Roche, 753 Charles Hortel, 30; James Mnloy,

s Mark Travis, 293 Ae HIEY, 313,

L5e Silas Swallow, 383 J. O Paclz 113 Gaagar Joat, 23L3:
Alfred Brunaon, 1;5, B. I‘. %3 301111 fnorys
1l Williem Gapers, John P 35 Ga M,
Pierce, 213 Seth Haed 2»9, Williem H@rr, ?; J. M,
Btmlrley, 5; Charles Deems, 52

56+ John Wood, 108,

B57. John ¥ills, 27.

58, William Capers, L2s J. Wesley Carhart,; 93 Granville
loody, 363 11@:&1‘3’ ﬂorrisan 153 George Brown, 353
Hilliam Capers, L23 John and, 133 I, L, Chapman, 363
Mork Travis, 153 Francig Mood, 291‘1'?.

59, 8See note 58.

60, Uenry Morrison, 153 Willlem Capers, 31,38; H, L,
Chapman, 13.

61. James Anthony, 363 George Henyy, ﬁé Al fred Brunson, 303
William Capora, 303 John Buvgess, 0O,

62, James Anthony, 206L,

63, H. L, Chapmen, 27,

6lhs Coorge Rankin, 37.

'&Sq GBO?I’QG Rﬂilkﬁ.ﬂ, 3?0

66, Jdohn I*IGL@E!B, 33

67, Learner Statelor,; G.

68, Hicholas Vansant, 62.

69, Jemes Finley, -lf Oscar Fitzgerald, Sliy John Burgess,
90,95-983 Hugh gher, (L.

70. Willlem Copors, L23 Joseph Snelling, 1193 Thoames Morris,

261s George Drown, 31; Granville Moodys 37
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19
80.
81,
82,
63.

12
Chauncey Hobart, 1li; Granville Moody, 363 John
Hooﬁ, 111—. 7 :U—I*: iz ] %3
James Finley, 1153 Johu Dyer, 203 H, L. Chapman, 361}
William Capors, 32; John Maf%ittf 1653 Cheuncey lobart,
17; Alonzo lMorehouse, 10; H, Ficgenbaum, 3693 Learmer
Stateler, 63 John Burgess, 108, :
Abner Chase, 133 Hugh Fisher, 69.
Goorge Peck, 32; Mark Trafton, 3.
Jamog Finley, 149.
Petor Carturight, 253 John Burgess; 97f.

John 1illg, 263 Henry lorrigon, 1lj; Henry Saith, 234
Charles Holwig, 1263 Stephen Noland, 208. :

Alongo Movechousge, 5f.

Emory Miller, 19.

Doniel Dorchestor,; 15.

John Maffitt, 13; James Anthony, 38.
Johm Risley, U.

John Risley, L.

8ly. H.gey Johm Adams, 303 Rouben Foeglee, l.

85.
86,

67+
80,
89,
90.
93
922

George Henry, 23; Rouben Peaslee, L3 Johm Maffitt, 13;
Jemes Anthony, 30f.

Heman Bangs, 53 Williem Boyd, 173 Frederic Schuler, 3943
Seth Crowells 729

George Henrys 13

Abner Chase, 23

Poter Cartwright, 3l.

James Anthony, 463 Charles Milltzer, 33
Charles lertel, 302.

Beffas Williem Boyd EJBf; Mark Trafton, 33 Henyry Smith,
3 Stephom Holand, 20



93.

95.
.
9.

9C.
99«

100,
101.
102,
103
10k,
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106
107.
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109,

11C.
111,

112,
113,
11il.
115.
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Alofigo Selleeck, 25f.

Beges John Scarlett, 213 Petor Cavtwright, 1llib.
William Sweet (195L), 17if.

William Boyd, 2313 William Ryder, 353 Mark Trafton, 3h.

Landon Taylomr, 113 Jacob Young, 283 Peter Cartwright,
27,313 James TFinley, 1éli; Alfred Brunasom, L2.

Silas Cumaings, 253 John Mills, 42,h9; Willlsm Boyd, 200f.

Henry Honke, 3173 Jacob Young, 283 Philip Kuhl, 2043
John Ba.m;:s,’lﬂ,l%; John Eudsﬁ, 1h£3 Thomas Griffin, 154.

James Finley, 166,

Abner Chase, 10,

Silas Cumaings, 32.

Alfvred Brmmson, l0f3 Dan Young, 15

Goorge Henry, 25.

Johm Maffitt, 15.

Beme, William Capers, 6lf; Loarmer Stateler, O

Loronzo Weugh, 1093 soce also Leayner Stateler, 63
John Burgesssy 997«

Goorge Henry, 35

Alonzo Selleclk, 21l: see also Alonzo Horehouso, 513 |
John Vood, llL;’Ema;fsr Miller, 19; John Burgess, 720,306~391.

Alfred Brunson, 6l.

G -6 Rankin. 13: Staphen Beggs, 113 Alonzc lMorshouse
Ei‘?rﬁoh; ‘;-:ood: 11;.; Theodore Miller, 383; John Roche, h.ﬁ..

George Henking 13.
Bnory Miller, 19,
H, L. Chapman, 59.
Chauncey Hobart, 30
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HOTES TO CHAFPTER II1

Befley Sylvenus Milne Duvall., The Methodist Episcova
'GEE‘_L urch and Gducation Up to 1869, Wew York, "

Jd. Wosley Carhart, 2& William Wyatt, 63 Elwood Stokes,

323 George Bankin. 3 Louls Baauﬂry 1623 Lorenzo
Waugh, 59 Adem Iiillar %8* Imz'riaﬁn, 123 William
Seth Reed, 193 see also

3 Mah
L L Beky

Alonzo Morehouse, Lff: William Boyd, 18; Louils Beaudry,
177,

Maxwell Gaddils, LO3 Jacob Young, 26f3 Lorenzo Weugh, 30
39; Williem Boyd, 163 Toblas Spicer, 113 Frencis Mood, 293
John Scerlett, 17.

H, L, Chapman, 223 Granville Moody, 253 John McLean, 9.
The fathers of Granville Moody anﬁ thn.HnLaaﬂ.wﬁra
graduates of Dartmouth snd Princeton, respectively.

Goorge Renlkin, T3 Granville Moody, 253 John Molean, 913
Charles Giles, l1l3: IHoman Bangs,

Williem Wyatt, 3l.
Elwood Stolkes, 32.

Erastua Haven, 503 Luther Lee, 133 H, L, Chapman, 20fj
onpy Morpisom, 123 G. L. HulPinger, 1hbs dohn Belenbeng,

178 HMaxwell Gaddia, 20; Henry Kimhall, l?f, Adem Miller,
é John Burgess, 6

4, L. Chapman, 28f3; Charles Deoms, 32; Silas Cumiings, 563
John Hoche, Sé Alfred Brunson, 6li.y Hugh Flsher, 673

John Durgess, 157.

James Anthony, 33.

Honry Smith, 2343 see also Goorge Renkin, 39, end Chapter
111,

Goorge Pock, 19T,
See notes 1, 7, and 8.
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15. Willdem Meokew, 7.

16, Henry Morrison, 123 Geo Ranletn. 354 Adem Millew,
6,183 see also chaptes %:;? ling 353 Adam Miller,

17+ Jdohn Nichols, 1,
18, Biles Cumiings, 19,
19, H. L, Chapman, 20f,
204 Jemes Hudson, 97.
2l. Charles Giles, 131,

22. David Leuls - Blwood Stoles Tnther Tas, 28
Daniel nmﬁn’;‘li ’ %E se, 253

1869), L3 George Peck, 55,

23, Jamoes Quinn, 163 Andrew Manship, 12,

2, Homan Bengs, 23 George Brown, L0,L5.

25, JdJames Finley, 155.

26, Wiiliam Burke, 2li3 George Peclty 55.

27¢ Eipey Somiel Williams, 27 .

28, Adem !Hl1ler, }j8; Henvry Morrison, 123 Willlam Doyd, 353

Erpstus Haven, 393 Seth Reed, 193 Brantley York, 113
Charles Deemsg, 333 Hlwood Stolies, 32L.

29, Soth Reed, 19.
30s Befley Orange Scott, 60L3 Luther Lee, 250y sea also
FSEE 28,

31, Imther Lee, 25f,

32, Befley dJoNIOB Anthony, 33.

33, John Nichols, 153 Iuther Lee, 683 Adam Miller, 51f}
Lopenzo Weush, 37s see also chaptor ¥

3y, Daniel DeVimne (1883), L3f; Jamesg Finloy, m{??;th

Crowell, 35; Thomas Pearne, 293 Adem Hillew, .

seo also chepter Ve

35, Jemes Pinley, 1hhs Adam Miller, 51fs Lorenzo Waugh,
37,383 fugh Idshor, 66%.

36, Willlem Wyatt, 230
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37+ Over 80% of the men studied in thils research attended
some form of elementayy school, even if 1t was for
only & fow months., The names of these schobls m«iﬂé
in different areas, anmong them being: comon
Village school, English school, country aahwl old
field school, Germen gchool, Fronch seh diﬂ#ﬁ@ﬁ
school, cannnan district ﬂ&hﬁ@l, city Wmi
dame school,

30, B.gey Goorge Rankin, 30f: Stephon Begms, 123 Semusel
ﬁﬁﬂﬁlﬂ' 2?: G ' e g

110, Maxwoll Gaddls, L33 Denlel DoVinne (1869) 5; Chauncey
Hobarb, 293 James Finley, Il i wyebt, 203 soe
also chapter V.

Ll. B.ge, Chouncey Hobart, 303 Ceorge Rankin, 1593 HWF
or :Lson, 12.

42, Cheuncey Hobart, 13 s Bllly Hibberd, 103 Ersstus Haven,
23 John Burgess, 09.

I3, Henry Kimball, 25; Daniel DeVinne (1669); 53 Hicholas
Vansant, 673 Gau:ega Rankin, 363 Stophen Beggs,; 12.

Wli. HMaxwell Gaddds, L33 Daniel DeVinne (1869), 53 Chauncey
Hobart, 293 see also chapter V,

L5, Chauncey Hobart, 30.
b6, John Burgess, 853 John Roche, 33; Silas Cumnings, 164
W7, John Dyer, iy Huory Millew, 3l John Burgess, 85

18. George Rankin,; 39.

19, E Epastus Haven, 23 Coovge Rankln, 39f; Samuel
iﬂlﬁﬁ, 27«

50, William Boyd, 103 Erastus Haven, h2s Brantlay York, 6f.

Yook, 203 Stophen Beggs, 1y Charles Doering, 137;
4 E;:.Iﬁ"%uu Hav:anp 293 Cheuneey lobart, 293 John 3@&1’1&{;&, %;

John Burgess, O3

John
2¢ B Wicholas Fossenden, 103 Erestus Haven, 293
i §aariett, 1983 Vaxwell (addis, il

obart, 16: William Durke, 2).[. Willlem Boyd, 103
i glel’%?;ﬂggréﬁrigl%, 35s Adam Miller, 6 f1w000d Stokes, 123

., Wosley Cervhart, 31 s Jolm Nichols, 1.1,.,17.
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Brantley York, 15f; Patar-cgrtwgaghgﬁ‘ggi i adaiias ot

55« Adam Millewr, 6.

56. George Renkin, LO; He Morrlson, 116: John Dyer, 2l
Erastus Haven, 11:22 J‘az;? Burge 'ﬂ.:é 3 1% § som S Sl

57. Chawmcey Hobart, 30; see also John Burgess, S88.
58, John Dyer, 32.

g

59« H. L, Chspman, 25,27
60. II. L' m}w" 27i

62, Oscar Fitzgoreld, 163 Goorge FPeclt, 19f3 Goorge Rankin,
39f3; John Burgess, 63,087 '

63+ John Burgess, 87.
6li, Billy Hibbard, 9.
65, Jomes Anthony, 11f,

66, James Erwin, 23 Seth Resd, 163 Goorge Coles (1851), LLf;
Luther Lee, 26.

67, Goorme Batchelder, lis Louls Beaudry, 1773 Orenge Scott, 6,
68, Semuel Willdams, 241ff; Lrastus Haven, 50,

69, Sammel Williams, 2i1f,

70, George Rankin, 1lLT.

71, George Rankin, 111115,

72. Hugh Fisher, 66fiLJohn Burgess, 1613 Jemes Finley, 113£;
s

George navikin, 1l

73, Seymour Lendon, 173 James Anthony 333 Wilson Spottswood,
’ Zfﬁatar Cm*tfari@ht, 5913 Hilliaz?l Capers, LT Jamoa
Finley, 113f3 John Burgess, 16l.

The I+ Wegloy Corhart, 28 Willism Capers, L7 Louls Beaudry, 18l
7%, Louls Benudry, 18Lj James Finloey, 113f; Brantley York, 363

Dan Youmg, 273 William Peo, 355 John Burgess, 161; Henry
Kimball, 553 Soth Reed, 203 Iugh Fishow, 66f.

76« Baftey Jamos Finleyy 39.



7
78.
9.
80,

81.
82,

83.
81’]".

85,
86 e

88.
89

90.

91,
92.

tent of Theological Semineries.® Faverg of the

SHEEN R - e L T e L g e 5 i = ] T T
K L e TR A 3

A G
Williem Capers, 393 J. Wesleoy Carhavt, 27.
Henry Kimball, L9. A
J. Wesley Carhart, 25,

Thowes Pearne, 283 Silas Cumaings, 22,26f3 J. Wesley
Cerhert, 293 Hugh Fisher, 66

Ingh Fisher, 66fF.
William Turner, 13 John Nichols, 163 James Hrwin, 7.
Aaron Hall, 6. |

John Wichels, 16; Aovon Hall, 63 Thomas Pearne, 203
William Turner, 1h.

J. 0, Peck, 13: Silas Swallow, 30.

Henry Kimball, 593 Alexender Gllmore, O

Befes Erastus Haven, 523 Louls Beaudry, 10l

William Orpheus Showmaker, "The Training of the Minlstyy
in the United Otates of America Before the Hsgtablish-~

norican
of Church History, second sories, Vi, lycl, (i=

enciLhy
o

Sylvanug Milne Duvall, IThe kpiscopal Uhurc
and HEdueation Up te 1869, Ilew York, 1920, chaptor iV,

Williem Sweet (195L), chepter XI, 207-223.

Sylvanus Duvaell, chapter V, 8L~=10L.

93.Charles Deema, L7,52; George Rankin, 2083 Samuel Williams,

e
95,

6.
97.
98.

231,23hs Williem Cepers, L7f.
Jemes Finley, 3263 George Ranlkin, 2083 William Capers, UTe.

Bory Miller, 3k Charles Deons, I7,523 George Hankin, 2083
Samual Willlams, 231,234

asomuel Williems, 263 George Remkin, 209521 1e
semuel Williams, 255

Williem Capers, 483 Williem Feo, 393 Charles Doous, L9s
Sarmel Willioms, 251.
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100,
101,
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103,

1006,
109.
110.

11l.
112,
113,

115,
116,
117,

118,
119,
120,

John McLean, }|7; Ceorge Renldn, 209f; Charles Dooms,
L8f; Ceorge Ranikin, 2093 Semuel Willlams, 256%, 273.

George Rankin, 207.
John Melean, libs Geoorge Remkin, 207.
Semiel Williams, 257f.

Jomn MeLean, L7,493 George Rankin, 209,213 Samuel
Williems, 254f.

Charles Deams, 50f3 George Ramkin, 21h; Samuel
Williams, 256,

Ssxmel Williems, 253.
Sormel Willilems, 25Lf,.

George Ronlcla, 2103 John MeLean, 173 Willlan Fee, 303
William Capers, 6O.

B.ze, Sommel Williema, 271,
Eufles Somuel Williems, 270f.

GCeorpgs Ronlin, 2103 Semuel Willlems, 2ldis John MNeleean,
Lors Williem Cepers, 193 Charles Deeus, Sl

Ee(ey John MelLean, L9f.
Lefles Willlam Capors, L9
Hefies Somuel Williams, 2U9.

John Bupgess, 1773 Samuel Willlsus, 2hlis John Melean,
L8fs Charleg Deoms, 50.

Befleg Gecrge Rankin, 211.

Sarmel Williems, chapter AXL, especinlly 2Lhf,

William Fe-gl, 38,h1s Honry Eimball, L5j Semmuel
i

Williams 9s Jonn lelean, 473 CGoorge Ranldn,
2153 Chax’*las f)aams, 50; Jemes Erwin, 31,

James Bruing 3T,
E'#H" Ji 01- Pﬂck, 131

Beguy CGoorge Ranlcin, 209f.
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Methodist, Lb63 Imtheran, lu.é Progbyterian, 153 Roman
0

Catholle, 1y Baptist, 103

ngregetional, 93

Protestant Bpiscopal, 83 Reformed groups, 63 Amigh,

33 Quaker, 23 Movavian, 1.

Arthur Bradshew, 61f; Dan Young, 1lis Deniel DeVinne
(1883), 363 George Rankin, 963 John Smith, 2253 David
Lowis, 153 J. Wesley Carhart, 8; John Burgess, 23,603

Ezeltiel Cooper, 12.
Johnn Smith, 225,

David Lowls, 153 Charles Deems, 363 Elijah Vicolsey, 63

06 also note 2.

Maxwell Gaddils, hhs Williem Wyatt, 183 Billy Hibbard, 53
Charles Deems, 193 J. Miller, 2213 Alonzo Morchouse, L

Mnathan Gavitt, 553 James Quinn, 16§ John Burgess,

69.

H. L, Chepman, 17; Llbert Osborm, 1l James Finley, 1553
James Lrwin, é;'s&uual Keom, 173 G. L. Mulfingor, 146
John Bengs, 153 Hipgh Pisher, 60; Stophen Beggs, s B
Possenden, 8p William Fee, 18ff3 Thomas Griffin, 1553
Francis Mood, 533 Leammer Stateler, 13f; John Nichols,
253 Maxwell Gaddls, Ul Joseph Creighton, 17.

Chavles Bishop, 3L3.

Goorge Drowm, U463 Ebenczer Newell,
Prancis HMood, 513 Learner Stateler,

Johp Maffitt, 10.

6 i John lichols, 11

3€; Homon bBangs,

H

L

Bi1lly Hibbard, 53 Charles Deoms, 193 Alonzo Morehouse 2
[ ]

s J, Miller, 2213 Elnathen Gavitt,
1. L. Chopman, 16.18-
Jemes Quinn, 16.

Befiey Samuel Willlams, 604

553 Jamoes Quinn,
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Robert Witten, Sli3 James Anthony, 93 John Dyery 163
Charles Doema, 20; Adna La.mygiril?; Thomas Feerne,
2hf; J, Wesley Carvhart, 1llis John Stewsrt, 19; George
Browm, 103 Chauncey I oﬁ_art., 203 Samuel Hillimm 6053
ilugh Plsher, 603 J, Miller, 221,

James Anthony, 93 James Finley, 1553 Daniel DeVinne
(16869), 7. Js 75 Ts b

James HErwin, 9.

Alezemder Gilmore, 63 H, L, Chapman, 16f; Elbert Osborn;
1y James Pinley, 1553 John Meffitty, 253 Lorenzo Waugh,
513 Alfred Brunson, 29. |

Befey Francis Mood; 29,
Jamesg Brwin, 1l.

George Boohm, 153 Billy Hibberd, 17 Thomas Pearne, 2Lf;
W, W, Fostor, by Johm Hills, lgﬁ% John Risley, 1{ Henyy
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As HMethodism and its Sense of History

The amount of published and unpublished biographical
and autoblographical materlal on Americen Methodism 18
enormous. One distingulshed hiatorian; William Warren
Sweel, estimates that there is a larger amﬁunt of Methodist
historical material than that of any other religilous group
to be found at work in the early days of our nation.l This
vast treasure is rich in personal primery materisl of great
interest to the historien. Here occur source meterials
for a history of philosophical, sociological, econonic,
political, and of course, religlous opinion, But in
addition to the broad sweep of ideas whieh we find 1ln these
personal narratives, we find much which is less permanently
significent but no less exciting and interesting.

Some explenation is needed for the unlque pesgsion of
many Methodist preachere to preserve their 1life story in
detailed journals and esutobiographies. It is no accident
that a2 large body of Methodistiea has esccumulated through
the years. Wesley encouraged his early preachers from the
very beginning to keep Jjournsls and to write autoblog-
graphies. He recognized the effective power of the printed

word and produced many volumes of journals, letters, poems,
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hymney and theological dissertations. Wesley earnestly
sought to instill in hie preachers a desire to record thelr
dally experiences for posterity. Thus, the story af'Haﬁh_.
odism from the very beginning hes been carefully preserved
by successive generations of dedlcated pra#ﬁherﬁhiatoriana-
Wesley raised the question of keeping Journsls at
his first Methodist conference, whiech was held at the
Foundery in London in June, 1744: "Should all our Assist-
ants keep journals?" he asked, Hls snswer was: "By all
means, as well for our satisfaction as for the proflt of
thelr gculs;“e It would seem that Wealey had what present-
day hiétariana might cell a "sense of history." He flrmly
believed that eny good Christian 1ife was inevitably & prac-
tiesl manifestation of divine grace. That 18, he realized
the importance of a good example in the training of devoted
thristisns., Hence his emphasis on Chrlstian biography
in the education of his early preachers. Wesley labored
tirelecsly to educate the poorer classes 80 thet they
might be able to enjoy the ebundent plessures and enlightening
inspiration of Christian blography. When he orgenized his
Methodist societles, he set up 1ibraries for them and urged
the purchase and reading of good books wherever he went.
wesley's preachers were not only instructed to read much
1n Christien blogrephy, but also sdmonished to record thelr
own personal religlious experiences in the hope that they

might be an {nspiretion for others to find Christ amid

the inereasing secularity of the age.
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What good resson can uné agslgn for & man's being jh;‘ﬁﬁ
hls own blogrepher? Muite frequently the indivisusl's |
motivatlion for writing his own pergonal nﬁrratifuwﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁa ol EJ
in the author's preface or introductiony mheaé'raaﬁmﬁﬂ ; |
vary from John Secarlett's netion that he “wam amplr

gifted by nature with a good memory“s

to the answer of
William ghvens: Ko &auht the Lord gave ma the thﬂqgh§¢ *
John Burpgess hoped his autﬂbiagraphg would "accomplish
mueh good, beth %o elevata the minde of the youngy in all
tine, to areat u&afullnae&, end to console tha aged by
past and pleaging reminiacanaea.“s Others simply desired
o exhibit to leter generations thelr subordination to
the divine will, to demonstrate the various ways in whieh
God works through mens as well as to express thelr grati-
tude for God's unbounded goodness in & long 11faiﬁ Methow=
d1et annual conference resolutions occaslonally requested
gertain outstanding leaders of the churgh to prepara and
publish autoblographlecal sketeches or raminiaaaneaa-T
Vanniversary sermons,” which are largely sutoblographical
accounts given a2t conference sesslons, are glven and
reecorded to thie day in the Conference Minutes, This
practice undoubtedly arcse from Wesley's impetus.

Perhaps George Coles made & more accurate response
to the guestion why he wrote an sutebiography when he
atated that it wes simply due to "the goed judgement of
Mr. Wesley, who required . . » his early preachers 1o

draw up & brief acecount of their Christian axperianae,"a
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Meny Methodlst preachers neturally ﬂﬁi&ﬁﬂ@ﬁ the example
of thelr great founder and hic diatingﬂiﬁhad agsoclates,
George Whitefleld, Thomzs Coke, Francis Asburys Feter
Cartwright, Alfred Brunson, James Finley, oll of whom
kept ?senpds of thelr activities in aﬂtaﬂaﬁva Journals
end sutoblographies whiah{were publiahﬂﬂ ﬁﬁny times and
wildely cireculated, Thereiara fow men 1n history esbout
whom the lnown faets are more complete, thanks to Wesley
who ingtilled a "senss of history" into Methodlam. Teo
Methodlen'e far-sighted founder present-day Methodlst
historlane sre deeply indebted for hls impetus in pro-
viding suple primaery documents from which one can assemble
zceurste and detalled accounts of almost any stage in the
history of the Methodist movement. Few religlous groups
gan boaet & richer treasure of historical material end &

| wiser founder than the people celled "Methodlsts."

ROTES
1. William Werren sSweet (1946); v,
2., Wesley Himtorieal Soocliety. ZRublicatlons, 1 (1897)s 16.
%, dJohn Searlett, 10.
4, Williem Ahrens,; 11,
e fbhn Burgess, 5p see also Stephen Nolan, J,

6. s fies Ve Fessenden, 52: Thomas Pearne, 53 Jolin Burgess,
5% Bllly Hibberd, 1. | |

T« Willliam Fee, 11l.
B Gaorge'Coles (1852)5 3.



B, Autoblogranhies

Adans, [Heformation/ John, Hemolrs of sn Eavnest Christien

Mindster; Being the lLife of Rev. John Adems, #
giaer of the Mothodigh Episcops -

28 , _ 51 _Churen, somtaining
Sy R0 ount of His Labors and Travs g in Maine, New
geapshire, Verno Magpoohusetis, Rhode Ialénd,
onnecticuf , Now Jeragy, Fennayivanif,
Jolavare, Voryland, Diate ot of Columbia, and
Virginia) in_mrisnd, 1reland, beotiend |
rrapse, end Belsulm, Weltton by himgelf, &, G. Adams
ed.) Boaton, 1857. T e PR 0

1791-1858, Born in New Hempshirej worked as a boy
in a briskystd; quick conversicn; entered ninlstry
1812; merried; little information on educatlon,

Ahvens, William, ' "Narrative of William shrens." in
Adem ¥Miller (ed.) Ixp arman e '
Preachers, Cincinnatl, 9

1811-1901, Born in Germeny; 1838 came to New Orleans;
1839 migreted to Cineinnatl, Ohlo; ILutheran back-
ground; entered ministry 1857; traveled in Chilo

and Hentucky.

Allyn, President R, “"Testimony of Rev, Presldent R,
Allyn, Ds D." in Adam Miller (ed,) veriences of
man Methodist Preaghers. Cineinngatl, 1052

-+ Resred in New England, son of German farmer;
converted to Methodism, 18353 attended Wesleysen
University in Conn,; entered minlstry 1838; good
on early educatlon,

ohnl
pndre, adeorge, | Experience of George Andre," in Adam
Miller (ed.) [Experiences of G Methodist Preachers.

Cincinnati, 1859, 359~'

1826~ /§72. Born in Germeny; came to New Orlesns
1846 migrated to Loulslana, Kentucky, and finally
to Iowe; Lutheran packeround; converted o Method -
jem, 1847; Joined minlstry 1848,

Anthony, Jemes D, Life ang rimes of Revs J. D, Anthony:
n Autoblogrephy wWlth & 1ew U iginal Sermont.
htlante, CGeorgif, 1loZ0.
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1825-1896+ Born in South Caroline, i '

i : : , Qa ne, reared in Ala=
bﬂm% and Georglia; son of a Mathﬂdi;t preacher;
converted at 13, joined the ministry in 18463 little

e@uc§t1an; married three times. Good discussilon
iifgicneer ochlldhood days and hls early itinerant
fo. |

Bahrenbergy John Hs "Experience of Revs John M, Bahren-
_berg,” in Adam Mlller (ed.) Ixperience Germa
Hethodist Preachers. Cincinnat 182,

}51#-1885. Horn in Germany; oame to Baltimore,
Maryland 1n the late 1830's; migrated to Ohiog
Lutheran background; enly granmer s¢hool educatlonj

entered ministry 1844 in Ohloy traveled slseo in
Pennavlvania, | _

Bangs, Hemang Th
emen Bene:

XS
L

ted by hig daugl

1790=1869, Born 1n Connectlcut, reared in New York;
son of 2 poor Tarmer; Proteatant Epilscopal background;
1ittle or ne formal education; entered minlstry 18153

narriad., Two of hile brothers were ordained HMethodlat
clergymens .

Bangs, John, Auto=-Blosraphy of Rev, John Bangs 01 the
New-York Annusl Conference, To whigh sre added

i Tion of the christien Religion and Remarks
Uemberahin, nivision of the Church, &c,

New York,

17811849, Born in Comnecticut, reered in New Yorkj
gon of & poor Termer; Protestant Iplscopal backeround;

1ittle or no educaetion; Jjoined ministry 1811; marriled
twice, .

Bengs, Stephen Beskman, Seleetions from his sutoblography
in, W, He N, Magruder. | |

wemoliras and Remaling of Ste

Tew=York nast Conference.

182%-1846, Born in llew York City, son of Rev,

Hemefi Baenzs, a Methodist minister; wellegaduceted,
sttended Wesleyan University and Hew York University,
ereduating from the latter imstitution in 1843;
joined the ministry in 1844, dled two years later,

apth, John H, "Experlence of Rev, J. H. Barth," 1in
Mdem 1iller (ed,) Ixperiences of Germen lMethodlst
Preacher's. Cincinnatl, '




W

1821-1899, Born in Germany; came with family to
Pemmsylvania in 1831, then migrated to Indiane and

Kevuu0fy° Luthersn backsround; entered ministr
in @2 13‘40'51 4

Barth, Sebastian., "Ixperienee of Rev. Sebestian Barth."
In Adam Miller (ed.) Txpe b

srescheras Cinelnnati, 59, 9-352;'

sora and reered in Germenys. ceme 10 Americe in

late 187%0%, migreted to Xentuckys Joined ministry
in Missouri in 1842, -

Batchelder, George We A Nerrative o the 1fe, Travels
and Relisious nxbaﬂisnse af ;eur e Botchaldaer,
from hie Birth, in the : vear 1 ? 16 _vesr 1843
written ng himae P« Philac alp*ﬂa. '“-3"'

1803« ? , Born in Philadelphis, rﬁareﬁ in Yestern
Pennsylvania; Baptist beckeround; little education;
shivered the minlstey late in life, 1842: morried;
weg €1 crphan at 11 years of age,

1833~ {892, »Dorn in Vermont; Freanch ancestry

Roman Catholie background; Jjoined Methodist Ghurch
in 1854, ite mindstry 1855 in New York; poorly
educated; married, The autoblography 1s given in

& geriee of conversaetions and therefore in familiar
atyley but rather difficult to follow,

Beggs, Zteéphen R, Pa ] em the narl sto of the
west and Hor*h-.es ' ~ Tamir o

TBEg}

1801+1895, Born in Virginis, reared in Indlana;

gon of an influential fermer; Methodlst baekground;
grammer school education; early decided to be a
preagher; Jjoined ministry in 18325 married, Chepters

I, V, and X1 are meinly zutoblogrephieal; sketchy

neterizl cn sarly 1ife.

Bennet, P. C« "leqtimory of Rev. P. C. Bennet." 1in
Phogbe Palmer (ad. _ Plonesr uxverienuaa' or the GiTt
of Power Recelved By ¥Faitn .11 ate ontl
By the Taatfﬁogx_o Fiphty Living MInieters, Of various

Denominstiong., New York, 18to, 202
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Born in New York; ne religlous ﬁr&iaing in
the home; convarted to Methodiem =t 163 Joined
££§;§;gj in New York when shout 22 years cldj

Bler, John. "Ixperience of Rev, John Bler,” in A4

- - ] L ﬁr"i iﬂ _ ﬂm

Mller (aﬁ.ﬁ Sxperiences of Ce ;am;g;tiwﬂ'n;f
Preachers. Cineinnatl, 1859, 221-222,

18191891, Born in Germeny; came with family to
Pennsylvania in 1836, micrated to Chioj Reformed
background; secondery education; joined ministry
in 1842 1n Ohilo, traveled also in Yentuekys

Bishop, Charles M, 3, "Testimony of Rev, Charles
53¢ Blshop." in Phoebe Palmer (ed.) Flonee
periences s o+ s New York, 1868, 342=34

Born and rearod in New York by pious parente;
conyerted to Methodlsm in 18473 joined ministry in
}§§8 in New York, Little information on seply
l1ife,

Blakeslee, George Hubbard, "Testimony of Rev, George

4, "lakeslee." in FPhosbe Palmer (ed.) Ploneer
Ixperiences o s s+ New York, 1868, 326w527

Born and rearsd in New York, Little information
available; mostly religious experiences,

1775-1875. OSwlss parentage; Memnonlte hackaround;
son of a Mennonite prescher; 1789 Jolred the Methe-
oAiste; 1801 jolned thelr minisirys traveled through=
out the mast. Little education.

Roeshenz, George, "Txperiences of Rev. George Boeshenz,"

[“,[E::\. {.I '-.II 1n ;’Ld E"ﬂ :Eq_]-lelﬁ {@ﬁ i } :!‘.l!i -__. - .: rfﬂ _Metill=-
\ JOsheWE Qdiﬁt Pre&ﬂhera- cinﬁima 1‘ |

18197~ 1§62 . Born and reared in Germany; came with
family to New York in 1836, nigrated to Missoumrl;
tatheran backeround; Jolned Methodist ninlstry,
1847 married,

Boyd, Robert. Parsonal Memolrg: together with & o
upon the Hardshlps and Sufieringg of 1tiners
and &ilso & Digeourse upon Lne Paatoral Rel

incinnetl, 1807,
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1792. |g8¢ . Born 2nd reared in nmay ' Bl %
| P lvanle; Frese P S
bytarian background; little educationg Join NS *-t'

B |

|

Mlethodlst minfatry, 1815; married: excellent ﬂ'l *ﬁl
tiﬂn of early boyﬁaéd day;. ” o

-

Boynton, J, "Testimony of Rev, J. Boynton." in Phoebe

Palmer (ed,) 10 ot
1868 145..1@‘“"&3% New York, i A |

16142- ? , Converted at sge of 11: ioined the é
Hathodlst m*nistry. 1834; ngriﬂd. ol i

Bradshaw, Arthur, "3electlons from the Autoblogr
of Bev, Arthur Bradshaw, e plonesr Methnﬂint lllh-
a1 in L1tinos 3." I1linois ntﬂ‘te 11 ator 3¢
Journals, Vol, ILI, Mo, B1et oo

Born in Rast, family moved tﬂ Illinois when he
wes very young; Methodlst backzround: little mention

of efucation; entered ministry in 1836 in I1linoiss
ﬂﬂrried.

Breunis, George A, "Txpvpianua of Hev. Jeorga Ae Breunig.
in fdam 1119r (ad.} - g Jeth
Preaghura. Clneinne

1810-1826, Born and reared in Germeny; ceame to
Beltimore with family in 1833; migrated to Michigan}
Roman Catholle backzround; 1837 joined hetludists,

entered ninistry, 1842 in Ohioj merried,

Brodbeck, Faul. "Experience of Rav.'Paul Brudbauk.
inAded Miller (ed.) rperilonce man Me
graacherﬂ. Cincinmnati, 1859,

1809-188%2, Born and reared in Germany; Romen
Cathollic backersund; came to Pennsylvania in 183%4;
Joined ministry in West Virginia: in 1847; traveled
alao in Ohlo; married,

Brokmeler, Christisn, "Christiesn Brokmaiar‘s Experience,"
in Adam Miller (eﬁ ) Origins P o
German Uethodist Missions in the Melhodle niscopal
chureh, including en Account of the Christien

xoeopience of some of the Converts from Fopery
nd Infidellty, as Furnished by themselves, Cincinnsti,
1 3 3 2 2"“ 21 -

1827-1903, 3Born and resred in Geraany; & tallor by
trade; Roman Catholie baekground; came to West
Virginia . froa Gprmany in 1839; Jjoined Methodist
ministry in 1867 in New York,
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Brooks, Cyrue. "Testimony of Rev. O
| b . s Br
in Fhoebe Pelmer (ed.) Plunaery2;n=' |

. oks, ﬁu. 5 e
New York, 1868, 217-226,. L e '

BNCE

1810%- % , Converted st 20; Joined the nminist
. ; by
1832% Little information abaﬁt early life. i

Brown, George. . R

llections of Itine

ant LAfe: Inecl

Larly Reminlsdences by Rev. George Brown, D. Diy '

of the Methodist Protestant Church. OCincinnati, 1866, -
1792-1871. Born in Pennsylvania; reared in West |
Virginia and Ohio; very poor parents; Methodist

background; secondery education; sudden call; joined
ministry, 1815; married. Important account.

Browning, William Garritsdowe "Testimony of Rév. Willlam
G« Browning." in Phoebe Palmer (ad,].%ingagr Expe-
riences . + .« New York, 1868, 332=334.

1825-1910, Born in Conmnectlcut; son of & tombstone
maker, relatively wealthy; Methodlst background;
attended a private academy; joined ministry in 1818
in Ohlo and Pennsylvania; married; excellent account
of his early amusements and educatlon,

Bueckley, James Monroe, Changes of
tuerter=Centennial Sermon, by Rev.
Ds D in the Sunmerfleld

April 1, 18835+ New York, 1883.

18%6-1920, Born in Connecticut; son of & Congre-
gational minister; well-educated, attended Wesleyan
University; taught school; entered Mitheodist Minlstry
in 1858.

Burgess, John., FPleasant Recollectlons of Cheracters end
works of Noble Men, with Old Scenes an Mey Time
of Long, Long AgZO. Cincinnati, 1607s e

1821-1879% Born in Meryland; reared in Chio; son

of & prosperous lawyer; Juaker background; Kenyon
College and Ohio Wesleyanj entered Methodlst minisiry
in 1844: traveled in Iowa, Tennessee, and Ohlo;

merried,
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Burke, Willism, "Autoblography" in Jemes B, Finley. '””'1
.ka“é‘gz Of VWestern Methodiem: PBlogravhical, )
TE—BEEE__“_E- We F, Strickiond (ed,)s. Cilnecinneti, i
5 J 22‘92. l' T- *ﬁ. s .r.-:

1770- % . Born in Virginia; resred in North | i
Carolina; of Irish-Welsh perentage; Methodist bagk-

ground; little eduecation: loin 3l o %
m&rrieé. atlion; Joined minispryt 1798

Cepers, Willlem, "Autoblography" in Jiliiam M, Wightman
of the Methodls® Episecpal Church, south; ineiuding
an Autoblogrsphy, HNashville, Tennessee, 1tb8, =

1790-1855. Born in South Carolina plantation
French backpground; Methodlst background; rather
wealthy family; well-educsted, attended college;
Jolned ministry, 1808 at agR of 18; became bishop

in 1846; excellent account of his early life in the
south,

Carhart, J, Wesley. Four Years on | lg; O 2!
8 Presldlng Tlder, Written b self, Oshkosh,
Wiscongin, Qs :

1834-1914, Born and reared in New York state, son
of a poor farmer; Methodist background, deeply
pilous famlly; attended high school; Joined minlstry,
1855, traveling in New York, Vermont and Wisconsin,
Good aecount of secondary educsatlion.

carroll, Andrew, lNoral and Religlous sketches ang

Collections, With incidents of Ten Ye
in the West. vVol, 1. OCineinnatl, 185

1810-1870. Bora in Irelan?®, came to Ohle in 1820's
with family; Methodist background; self-educated;
joined ministry in 1835 in Chloj married.

Cartwricht, Peter. ﬁutahioggaghx. Charles L. Wallis
(Edi]! Nasghvill e, 5 .

17851872, Born in Virginla of poor parentage;
reared in Xentucky; Methodist background; little
formal educaetion:; Joined ministry 1804, travellng
in Kentuclky, Ohlo, and Tennessee; married; very
1mportent for eleborate deseription of frontler
Methodlsm,



Chepman, He L, i
ne dete, no p.

o Fn

‘EEQ

1833~1915. Bern in Pemmneylvenia; of “"Pemnsylvania
Duteh” descent; very poor family: Presbyterian and
lutheran background; 184€ jeined Methodista; 1ittle
edue§tinn; Joined minlistyy in Pennsylvania in 1850;
married; vivid deseription of zrammer school education,

Ghaaa%aﬁgnera Regollootions cf the Past, New York,
oy - L}

178#@18§$“ Born in Connecticut, raised in upper
Hew York state; 1ittle mention of early 1life; non-
relliglous family; joined Methodist miniastry in 1810;
traveled in Comnecticut and New York. Autoblogra-
rhical meterial interspersed between detelled blog-
raphiecsl sketohes of hls collesagues,
Clark, Laban, A SHemi-Centennial Sermeon Delivered Before
the New-York iast Conference. New York, 1851,
1778-1868, Born and raised in New Inglend; Joined
Methodlist ministry in 18013 little information of
sarly 1life end edueation,

Clark, Wililiam Werner. “Testimony of Rev. W. W, Clark,"

in Phosbe Palmer (ed.) Ploneer EXporiences . o s
New York, 1568; 22T=231 | |

1838« % o+ DBorn in Canadasj converted to Methodlism
in 1854; joined ministry in 1856; little informetion
cn early life and education,

e ED e aS P dm S EY

1852,

179%-1858, Borm in BEngland, 1806 came to Nova
Jeotia; migrated to New ¥ork; Episcopalian background;
11¢tle education: joined the ministry 1813 in New

York: married.

Cook, Charles C., "Testimony of Rev., C. O. Cook," in
Phoebe Faimer (ed.)] Zioneer FXperiences . . s
New Ymrk’ 186&, 300*‘3 @
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_ | in Penngylvania; veared in Maryland;
converted at 12; entersd miniﬁtré in 186%; &ﬁﬂzgﬁ*
conslsts mostly of religious experiengss,

Cnakmﬁn, Alfred, "Testimony of Rev, Alfred Cookmen s
‘ritten by Himself," in Phoebe Palumer (ed.) Ploneer
Lxperiences s s «+ New York, 1868, 76-84,

1828+1871s Born and reared in Pennsylvenia; joined
ministry in Phlledelphia in 1840; 11ttle information
on early 1life, YRAL

Cooper, Tzekiel, "A 3hort Account of the Lifs end Experience
of Zzekiel Cooper: written by Himeelf." in George
A+ Phoebus (Comps) Beams of lLisht on Rarlv Methedism
in America: Chiefly Drawn from the Diary, L Ay
Manuscerints, Nocuments, end Original Tragte
Zzeklel Cooper, New York, 1887,

1763-184T7, Born in Maryland; Anglican background;
plous parents; 1775 influenced by the Methodlsts;
1784 joined the Methodist ministry in Virginiag
traveled alse in New York,; New Jersey; Fennsylvenia,
Delavare, Marylaad, South Carelina, Comnecticut,

and Massachusetts, Lengthy discussion of his early
rellizious impressions, his conversion and ¢all to
praaci,

Crane; R. H,( “T?stimﬂny of Rev. R, He Orzne.” in Phoebe
Pelmer (ed,) Plonger Experiences . . s« New York,
1868, 210-211, | |

Reared in Michizen; Baptlst background; Jjolned
ministry in Michigan in late 1840's, Little infor-
matlon on eerly 1life.

Crory, Be F. 'Testimony of Rev, B, Fy Crary." in Phoebe
Palmar (ed.) CIioneer Experienges o New York,
18‘68 [ :5(]5*308 @

Joined the Methodist ministry about 18453 little
foets know ebout early life; importent religious
gxperiences,

Crelghton, h Hunter. Ll
iahtons As

his friends, Lithopol

1820-1905, BRBorn and reared in Qhloj of Scotch-
Irish peasant angestry; Presbyterian background;
welleeducated, atbended Worthington Medical College
in Ohio, graduating in 18403 converted to Methodiemy
18445 joined the mlnistry, 1844, traveling in Chilo
and Iowa: married.
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in Donald Herbert Yoder (ed,.)

Crist, Jaccb Bishop. Selectlons from his autoglogy
selections from the Autcblog z Rode with N

&798-1881. Born and reared in Pennsylvania; of
Pennsylvanle Germen stock; Lutheran backaround;

converted to Methodism, 1823; joined minlstry, 18253
1ittle educatlons marrie&, & AaRFTs 180D

Crowder, Thomas J. "Testimony of Rev. T. J. Crowder,"

in FPhoebe Palmer (ed.) [Eloneer Experiences . . e
New York, 1868, 328-320, ' ' 0 '

Converted teo Methodiem at 12 years of age and
soon Jolned the Methodist ministry. Little known
facts sbout his early life. :

Crowell, Seth, The Journal of Seth Crowell; Conteining
Aeccount of His Trew ) fethodis’ oe |
Twelve Yenrs, Written by Himself, . Ne

17611826, Born and resred in Connecticut; Presby~
terian background; apprenticed to a Methodletl,
converted at 16; joined the ministry, 1801; traveled
in Canada, Vermont, Connecticut, and New York; merrled.

Culver, Newell., Methodism Forty Years Ago and NOws
mmbracing M interesting Reminisgences and incl-
dents. &lso the Responsibilities, Fresent and
Prospective, Of the Methodlst Rpisecopal Church.
Jew York, 1873

1808-1882, Bern srnd resred in Vermont; Methodlst
baekground; 1ittle eduecation; converted 18293 Jjoined
ministry, 1833; excellent description of a self-
educated Methodlst itinerant minister.

Cumminge, 51les Stearns, Life and wgr§ of Rev. Silas

] unmings, Pastor, Cheplaln, Delegalb of Christiar
Commisaion, Missionery Agent of New Englan Hag?
for Libtlie uanderers TwWweniy -nine years,  ocomerville,

Messachusetts, 1898,

1814-190%, Born and reared in Malne; an orphan at
five yesrs of agej Baptlist beckground; well-educated,
attended scademy; jolned minlsiry, 1BLO; married.

 peniels, Je« Rs "Testimony of Rev., J. R. pentele.” in

Phoebe ralmer (ed.) Eloneer Experiences s o s«
New York, 1868, 234=239.




: Borm and reared in New Jeroeyi It
Church in 1856, itz ministry g4
11ttle information of early 1ife.

Denker, George. "Expsrisnce of  Danker.®
- 1_ln AMan H;llar edl,) pe m m‘ '

~Loscherss Oinoimnati, : v

179« 7  Bornm and reared in Gersany; Lutheran
background; 11ttle mention of -ﬂuettlun; came to
Aneriocs in 1836, settling in Ohio} Jolined Methodist
ainistry in 1839 at the age of 45,

Devidgon, James F. Jeml-Contenalel Discoursg. De
183'5.'. « Detroit,

130101885, Born and reared in Ohioc; litile amemtion
of sdueation; gonverted to Methodism, 18273 joined
its clergy in 1833, traveling in Ohio, Michigan,
and Vifﬁiﬂiﬂ.

erd., He
ous _ EXDE!
a

Devies, BEdw

DY

1830« 7 o Born in England, came to New England
in lete 1840%'s and jolned the NMethodist itineraney;
mer-ied, Little informstion about education,

. Day, Willlam, "Testimony of Rev, ¥!lliam Day." in Fhoebe

1) ralmer (ed.) Zlgneer Experienges . s s« Wow York,
1868, 85-89.

Born and reared in New Jersey, Joined ainlstry
in 1850; little Information about early life and

eduosation.

beeme, Cherles Force. jutoblogrephy sod Nesolrs by hls
Song. YNew York, 1l897.

1820-1853, Born and resred in Baltimore, Marylandj
son of & weaslthy Duteh merchent; Methodist bagke
cround ; excellent educational adventeges; private
schools, prep school, greduste of Dickinson, 18393
joined ministry, 1840, traveling in New Jersey,
North Cercline, and ENew York; married.

aaleth N O Ltk PO B0 g :
nee, and Christlisp Labors of Rev
ng, Masasachusetts, 1BTJ5.

. Rﬂ‘ & l

PeVinne, Daniel,

f i ¢
Jad |

i, il 3



Dodd,

'> Doeri

1793-1883, Born in neland mu |
atete in 1794; Roman ﬂlﬂlﬂiﬂ i '
education; Jolned the Hethodist md
traveling in Mieslesippl, Kew York, Lou ﬁlﬂ' end
Alsbama; married; txmllunt 2escriptive ml

Jobn Foster. A : o
: AW T T R
ﬂmmwmv-.‘.

1838-1909, Born and resred in New Je

_converted
to Methodism in 1854; Jjoined ministry in } married;
little information on efucaticn snd sarly life

NEy G}’f![:‘/ "Ixperience of Rev, 0. He Mlnnq'
Adem Miller (ed,)

Preacherss Cincinnatl,

1811« ? , Born and reared in O } came to
America in 1836 to Baltimore and froa there went 10
we2atern Pennsylvaniea and Chioj Lutheran background)
wall-educated, attended Allegheny Coll in Penne
sylvania, graduating in 1840; nrly decided %o enter
the ministry; Jolned the itinaraney in 1840,

1027-1207, DBorn and reared in Connectiout; son of
2 Mathodlist minleterg little I:lmt.im of mt:t:on;
joined ninjetry in 1847, travellng ow
Tngland, He cane from a fanlly of m preaschers:
his rat.hnrl two song, and an uncle were Methodist

clergymen 3

. Dunn,

1777-18%4, Born and reared in Connecticut; Con=
gregetionel beckground; converted to Methodism,

1791; 1ittle formel edueationi entered l!nhbz“
179€ 2t zpe of 19; married; interestingly writ
secount, but 1t skipe over the sost lzportant phas

of early 1life--home training, educstion, and the lih.

Levwie Romaine, "Testimony of Rev, Lewis Re Dumn,

in Phoed “m“*i(.ds'l) Zioneer Experienges o o a-
n Phoebe

Kew York, 1868,




1822-1898, Born and resred in New Jersey; Dutch
Reformed background; converted at 15: Jjolned the

minletry at 19; little factual information about
other aspects of his early life.

Dustin, Mighlll, Fifty Years Apo, and Now. A Semi~
Centenniel Sermon by Rev. li, Dusting De De, D8 sred
in the Conference Room &t Ploua, Ohio, Sentember

1816%-1898. Little information about early iife
cther than religious experiences; Jolned the Method-
iet ministry in Ohio in 1836,

Dyer, John Lewis, he Snov=Shoe Itinerant An _Autoblop-
raphy of the Rev., Johmn L. Dyer, familiarly known

og _Fether Dyer, of the Colorado Conference of the
Metﬁnaiﬁp Episcopal Church, Cineinnati, 1890,

1812-1901, Born in Ohio,; reared on the frontier of
Indiana and Illinois; very religious family, but

not denominationally affiliated; converted to Method-
ism in 18%0; 1little educatlon; Joined minlstry,

1851, traveling through Wiseconsin, Minnesota,
Colorado; New Mexleco, and Arlzona; married.

Edmonds, L. M. "Testimony of Rev. L. M. Edmonds." in

Phoebe Palmer (ed.) Floneer Experiences 3
New York, 1868, 248-250. g

Born and reared in Pennsylvania; little early
religlous experienges; converted, 1863, Joined the
ministry in Pennsylvania in 1864%

Ellerbeck, Henry. "“Experience of Rev. Henry Ellerbeck,"
in Adam Miller (ed.) Experiences of German Methodist

Preschers. Clnecinnatl, K8, 590= .

16818-1916. Born and resred in Germany; 1844 came
to New Orleans, then migrated to Missouri; 1845
joined the Methodists, 1850 Jolned the minlatrys
married.

Emory, John. Selections Trom hie autoblograrhy in
e Life of the Rev, John Fmor D
Eldeat 0N, New Yﬂrk, : 1'

1789-1835. Born in Maryland, reared in Penngylvenia;
aon of a distingulshed jurist, rather wealthy;
Methodist beckground; well educated: attended private
schools and greduated from Washlngton College In
Maryland in 1804; Jolned the Methodist ministry




~163-

in 1810, traveling in Pennsylvenia, s &and

New York, Became bilshon in 18 Excellent 4
eription of his education, i | S

nlscences of Ear Circulit Life &
__.,. [ Central New York Conference.

1813-18%94, Born and rsared in New York state;
sen of & poor farmer; Presbyterian backsround;
secondary education; Joined Methodist ministry in
1832; married; very descriptive account of early
11fe, educstlion, and eall to .the minlatry.

Fee,

- .-' = :'j'. <A A= tr Aoe 1% |
h1o, Eentucky, and Wep!
s

1817-1900, Born and reasred in OChio; son of a rather
wealthy Velsh famlly; Methodist background; welle
educrted: attended grammer and secondary sechools
and gradueted from Augusta College, Kentucky,

1842; Joined Methodlast ministry, 1&#2. in Oq

Fernley, Thomas A,

Thourhts. rhiladelphia, 189

Born end reared in Pennsylvania; Methodlst
background; attended a elassical aced § early
decided to enter the ministry; Joined the itineranecy,
1345 s married,

Fesaenden, N,

Appendix.

1825%« % .« Borm in lower New York state, reared
in Pennsylvenie, son of a poor farmerj; Baptist
background; little formel education; joined minlstry
1848 in New York and Pennsylvanis; mearried; account
1s difficult to follow, poorly dated.

Flegenbaum, H?J%“Experience of Rev. H. Flegenbaum,"
Adam Miller (ed.) Expe pnces o2 nan Matn

Preachera, Clnelnnatl,

1820« ? « Born and ralsed in Germany; came to
United States in 1833, migrated to Missouri; Lutheran
backeround; joined Methodist ministry in 1 Ts
traveling nostly in Illinels,

in
g

. = m e le n

Flecenbaum, William., "Experience of Rev, Willlam Flegen-

baum.”" in Adam Miller (ed.) W
Methodist Preachers. Clneimsatl, y < .
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1824-1906. Born and reared in Germany; came to the
Unlted Stetes in the later 1830‘3; ;?g;atad to the
Mlddle West; Lutheran background; joined Methodist
ministry in 1847; treveled in Michigan and Missouri.,

Finley, James Bradley. eraphy .
the West, W, P, Strickland (eds)s

1781-1856., Born in North Carolina, reared in
Kentucky and Ohlo; son of & Presbyterian minister;
welleeducated, attended gremmer eand secondary schools
gnd 8 medical college in Philadelphia; joined
Methodist ministry in 1809, treveling mostly in

Ohio; married; excellent account for deseriptive
material on early education--descrintion of school
bulldings, curriculum, teachers, playmates, ete.

Fisher, Hugh Dunn, The Cun and the %ﬁggagéﬁgarlz Kansas
and Chevplain lsher. Chiecago, . '
1824«1905, Born and reared in Ohio; German aneestry;
Methodlst background; atiended grammar snd secondary
schools; entered the ministry, 1848, traveling in

Ohlo, Pennsylvania, Kansas, Nebraska, Utah, Idaho,
and Montena: maerried,

Fisher, Oreceneth. "Letters of Orceneth Fisher, Methodist
Preacher on Three Frontlers: Indiana, Texas, and
Oregon" in Willlam Warren Sweet., 4 ;

1803-1680. Born in Vermont, son of a new England
farmer; Baptist baeckground; little education; Jjoined
Methodist ministry in 1833, traveling in Illinols,
Texee, Oregon, Indlana, and California, Ineluded
in this collection are two lengthy autoblograrhical

letters.

Fltzgerald, Osc¢ar Pemn, 5 _ ga Farte.
Neghville, 1900, -
1829-1911, Born in North Carolina, reared in
Virginia; Irish ancestry; Methodlst background;
1ittle educction; entered ministry in 1854, traveling
in Georgla and California; merried.

Floecken, Frederic W, "Experlence of Rev, F. W, Flocken,"
in Adam Miller (ed.,) Experi 8 of Ge Methodist

Preachers. Cinelnnetl, Oy D(li= ’



1831«1823, BRBorn in Russis, reecred in CGerman: cemne
to New York in 1749, migrated to Bostont Lu% eran

ond Creek Orthodix bsekeround; converted to Methodisnm,
185035 Jjeined the ministry, 1855, traveling in New
York and New Englarid.

Fora,_n By "Testimony of Rev, 0. Be Ford," in B,}:mebe

alner.(ed.) Ploneer Exneriences o s.sv New York,

e

Little known of his early life cthsr than his
early religious experisnees and call to prezch,.

Foster, #111153 W.
n191

87 the Troy Gcnfereneéi'gpri‘ '
New York, L89B,

1820-1900, Born in Imgland, reared in Canada;
Methodlst background; Jjoined itinerancy in 1853,
traveling in Canada and New York; married.

Freygeng, Joseph I, "Ixperlence af Reve. Joseph E,
Greycang, Extracted from hls 'Life; ?xuerience, and
Views,' published in the G n 4 hyadat."

Aden Miller (ed,)

Mig8i0ns s s we cindiﬁnat:i'1}*3§h

gorn and reared in Germeny; Roman (atholle
backeround; entered the Roman Gatholie prisesthood
at the age of 203 converted from "Popery and Indidelity"
after migrating to Amerlea in the late 1830's and
Joined the Methodist ministry in the Middle West,

Gaddin, Maxwell Plerson, b3S
Aytoblogrephy, Cluelnnati, 1

1811-1888, BRorn and recred in Pennsylvenia; Irish
parenteges; Celvinlastic beckground; joined Methodlsts
18163 Jttenﬂaﬁ prammar and secondery schools; Jjoined
ministyry in Ohio in 183%4; married; an important

gourecabcoi,

Gohn, Conrzd, "Testimony of Rev, Conrad Gshn," in Adam

Miller (ed.) ;gpﬁriancg of Cermap Methodist Preachers.

Oincinnatl, 1853, 262=

1818« 9% ., Born and veared in Cermenyj came to

Americe in early 1840's; Lutheran baelkground; con-
verted to Fethmdisha 18#3, joined ninistry, 1846

in Chioy married,
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Gavitt ? Eglrlij- than Cﬂfa"ingtﬂng 1 ‘,_u 3 from M r B8ddle Bs
or Reminiscences of Ploneer Lite and Plographice

_'- j: ﬁ'ﬁ @ Tol Eﬁﬁ, Ok D5 X AR

1808-1896, Born and resred in Ohip; Presbyterimn
and Congregntional background; little education;
poverfully converted to God through Methodist preachs
ing; entered minlstry, 1828, trazveling im Chio end
Michlgan; married twice, =Execellent scurcebook;

gay, David, _.Testimony of David Gaye" in Phoche Palmaer
Eg%.%ggﬁgoneer Txporlences o o ¢« New York, 1868,
SO U0 e

1837= 2% & Llitle known Taects about his aesrly

1ife: devdted Christian father ineplred him to enter
the Methodlst nministrys Joined itinerancy in Illinois
at the a2ge of 18 in 1855, '

Gllder,; John Le 'S%m--ﬂ- tennial Serpon Dellvered Dafore
the New=York Tach Conference of the Methedlst |
' 2l Church, April 2, 1879, New York, 1379,

1812+-1883%, Born snd rearsd in Pennsylvania; little
mention of sarly religlous tralning or formel educationg
joined Methodist ministry in New Jersey in 1829 at

the age of 17,

Giles, Charles, Féﬂﬂaﬁ?i
EXperisnces,
Charleg Giles

and_Beflectlons. New Yorks

1783-~-1867. Born and reared in Connectlcout; son

of a poor fermer; Delst and Universalist backgroundj
fanily converted %o Methodism, 1800; 21ittle eduecationj
entered ninistry, 1805 in Philadelphla Conference,
traveled moatly in New York stete; married; lmportant
sourae for material pertaining to the social status
of early Methodists in New England,

Gilmore, Alexander. SemieCentennial Sermoh, Dellvered
by Rav. Alexander Giluore, at the Apnual Soession O
He New Jersey Heid in Trenton, Mareh 10, 1GG[.

'4 Eﬂﬂ En, ?‘I 2w J ETEEF L L

181241804, Little information on early life;
converted to Methodlem, 1824; attended a private
acadexy in Massachusetts, 18335-35; Joined the minlistry
in 1837, traveling mostly in Pennsylvanizs and Hew

Jersey; marrleds
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Gorham, By W, “Taﬂtimﬂn of Reﬁ B W Gﬁfhﬁm'h in
Phoebe Falmer (ed;}r : r lence '
lew York, 1868’ 240~-244, .

| Born and reered in New York state; little
informetion on early religious and educational

experiences; joined ministry in New York, traveling
mogtly in Pennsylvania,.

Griffin, Thomas, Lengthy extracts from his sutobiography
in blogrephical sketch by C. B. Galloway in Missisgsl

H%gtgrica; Soclety Publieations, VII (1903), 1

1787-1850, Born in Virginia; reared in Georglaj
Methodist background; converted in 1808; little
education; joined ministry in 1808 in North Carolina,
treveling also in Loulsisna, Georgla, Kansas, Mis=
spourl, and Miselsslippl; married.

Haas, John. "The Experience of Rev. John Haes." in Adam

Miller (ed.) eriences of German Methodist Preachers.
Cineinnati, 185%. 270=2754 it

1800%= ? ., Born and reared in Germany, came to
America in late 1830's; famlly converted to Methodism
in 1843; Jjoilned minlstry in 1845 in Missourl; married.

Hall, Aaron. Reminiscences in the Life © ev. 0N
Hall, & semi-Centennial Sermon Delivered at the

Gonference Sesgion of | ' ?

xﬂ E! Fort Plain, New York, 1

1816= % .+ Born in Vermont, reared in New York
state; son of a poor farmer; Congregational beck-
ground; attended a private acadenmy; joined Methodilst
ministry in 1840 in New York; married three times;
two brothers became Methodist clergymen,

Hargrave, Richard, '"Testimony of Rev, Richard Hergrave,"

in Phoebe Palmer (ed.) Ploneer Experiences . . _ss
NBW York, 1868’ 119'121.

Iittle informetion on early life other than
religious developments

Heueck, J+ "Brother J. Hauck's Experiences" in Adam Miller
(ed.) Origin and Progress of German Methodlst
Mlasions « e e Cincinnatl 1843, 03# o

Ceme to liew Opleans from Germany in 1841,
migrated to Cineinnatl, Ohlo; Roman Catholiec back-
ground; converted to Methodism, 184%; Joined Methcﬂiéf

clergy in 1843; married.
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Haveny Erastus Otis. A woplography of Erastue O, Haven
Dy Dy One of the Bishops of the lMethodist Episcopal
¢hi¢ Cherles Carroll 3tratton.(eds). New York,

1820«1881, Born and reared in Boston, Hessachu-
settsj Duteh and VWelsh parentege; son of a Methodist
preacher; attended grammar and secondary schools

and Weeleyan University; Joined ministry in 1848

in New York Conference; married, Interesting boy-
hood impressions and deseripticns,

Havighorset, Rudolph, "Experience of Rev. R. Havighorst."
in Adam Miller (ed.) ' fethodis

Preachers. Clneinnati,

1829-1910, Born and reaered in Germeny:; son of & :
school teacherj; Lutherean bsekground; came 4o America
in 1847, migrating to Illinois; 1848 joined Methodists;

1850 Joined thelr clergy 1n Illinois; traveled also
in Missouri.

Hawkins, R. We "Testimony of Rev: R. W. Hawkins." in
Phoebe Pelmer (ed.) Ploneer Experiences s s s
New YE}I’R. 1868, 30‘9"‘3 2

Methodist background; little education; early
call to the ministry; few known facts about his
early 1life; no dates.

Heller, Frederic. "Experience of Rev, Frederic Heller.,"
in Adam Miller (ed.) FExperiences o erman Methodist

Preachers. Cinelnnati, g J035=30C,

1807= 2 . Born and reared in Germeny; Lutheran
backeground; 1834 eeame to America, settling in Indlanaj
1839 converted to Methodism; 1846 jJoined the min-
istry; merried.

Helwig, Oharles. "Experience of Rev. Charles Helwig."
in Adam Miller (ed.) riences of German Method
Preachers. Cineinnati, 1859, 170~ .

1618-1885,. Born and resred in Germany; Lutheran
beckeround; 1834 came to Baltimore, flnally settled
in Ohlo in 1837; Joined Methodists, 1837; Joined the
ministry in 1848 in Ohlo, traveled also 1n Indiana
and Wisconsin,

Henke, Henry. "Experiences of Rev. Henry Henke." in Adam
Miller (ed.) [Experiences of Germen Methodlst

Prgaghgrg. Cineinna
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Born and reared in Germeny; Lutheran backeround;
1836 came to America setiling in VWest Virginia:
Joined ministry 1845; married.

~ Henry, George W. Ineldents in the Life of George W.
deny To the Porty-gixth Ysar c Anes
fogether with Hls Rellgious Hxperiencess To which
12 added a number of Choice Hymns and Popular Odes
with accompanying Musle Dictated By Himself

being RBiind. Utleas, New York, 1846,

1801l- % o+ Born in Connecticut, reared in New
York state; son of a poor blacksmith; Methodlat
background; little education; called to the ministry
in 1845, at the age of 44; traveled in Pennsylvanlaj
marrisd, Important sourcs.

Herr,

1806-1897, Born in Maryland, reared in Chio;
German perentage; Lutheran background; converted to
Methodlsm 1827; well educated, sttended Ohlo Uni-
versity 1824-1828; jolned the ministry in 1828

in Ohio, traveled also in West Virginia and Michl-
gan; married.

Hertol, Charles Augustus Emmanuel., "The Expsriences of
ref. Charles A. B, Hertel," in Adam Miller (eds)
i ethodist Frezchers, Cinecinnatl,

M,
|

1824~ 7 o+ Born and reared in Germany; son of &
prominent lawyer; Lutheran background; 1848 cane
alone to New York City; converted to Methodlsm,
1849; well-educated in Germany; Joined ministry in
1850 in New Jersey; married twice,

Hibberd, Billy. Memoire of the Life and gvels of
R111y Hibbard, minister of the Gospel, Contalning
an Aecount of his Fxperiencee Of Religion; and of His
Cell to and Lebors the Miniastry for Neerly Fillj
Years:; in which are recorded many 1mpor ant, curious,
and interesting events, filustrative of the Providence
and Gracge of God. New York, Be

1771-1844, Born in Connecticut; ralsed in lMassa=-
chusetts} son of a poor shoemaker; Congregational
background; little formal education; Joined Methodist

ministry in 1795; married.
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Hibbard, Freeborn Garrettson. "Testimonv of Freshorn
Ges Hibbard." in Phoebe Palmer_(ed.lg n.

0 B0
geriences o o .. New York, 18686, 34_4%%“9233“3&*
1811-1895,

. i Little known about early life; jJoined
New York eonfarence in 1843; pood account of conver-
slon and eall experiences.

Hill, Aaron E.I "lestimony of the Rev. Dr. A. 8. Hi1l."
in Phoebe Falmer (ed.) Ploneer ixnari ; .

New York, 1868, 313-316.

}89ﬂ-1893. Born and raised in New York statej

oecame 2 medlcel doetor; son of a wealthy New York

Tamily; Jolned the ministry in 1826 in New York

Citys important account for deseriptlon of the Lk
difflicultiea of 5 late ca2ll to preach.

Hobart, Chauncey.

Reeollections of
of ltinerancy It ' '

n T

1811-1904, Born and reared in Vermont, moved to
Chle during his teens; Baptist background; little
edueation; graduel ecall; joined ministry 1835 in

Illinois; traveling 8lso in Minnesots and Wisconsing
married,

Hoover, John W, "Teatimony of Rev. John ¥W. Hoover."
in Phoebe Palmer (ed.) Pioneer eriences
:ﬁ@‘w YOI"R; 1868 9 256"'261 a

1820-1876. Born and reared 1n Pemnsylvaniaj Swlas
parentage; converted to Methodism 1839; moderate
education; Joined ministry, 1844 in Maryland,
treveled also 1in Virginle and Tennessee,

Horne, J« We "Testimony of Rev, J. W, Horne." in Phoebe

Palmer (ed.) Floneer Experiences . s .. New York,
1868, 203%-206,

Born and reared in New York statej joined
ministry early in life; little educatlon; marrled.

Hudson, John Bishop. Naprpsestlve of the Ohwistlan BXperlence
revels, and labours O Jonn H, HUGSON, f DCal
tlder of the Methodist Episcopal Church, With
olges of t) ' ' P Ve 3 Varlous
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1770-1888? Born and reered in Conmnecticut; Pres-
bgtarian background; 1789 converted te Methodismj
1004 entered the ministry in rennaylvenla and New
York: merried; little education. |

Hughes, George. "Testlimony of Rev. G. Hurhes." in Phoebe

Palmer (ed.) oneer Txperiences g8 New York
1868, 127-131, il Y

1823-1904,. . Born and resred in Fhiladelphis, Pan-.
naylvenla; iplous family; Joined ministry of Methedist
church 1844 in New Jersey; traveled aleo in New York,

f
Hughes, J. “"Testimony of Rev. J, Hughesi" in Phoebe

Palmer (ed,) Plonger Experiences o, ¢ s» New York,
1868, 34)-342, '

3rlef account of hls early feligiﬁus experiences;
brevity diminishes value, | ;

Inskip, John Swanel, "A Brief Synnﬁaia of
in ©, I. Da Pepper {(ed,) Memor

My Life."
Inskip, Philadelphla, 1884%, | |

------- -+ "Teatimony of Rev., John 3. Inskip," in Fhoebe
Pelmer (ed.) LDloneer Experiencss . « o« New York,

1868, 52-59,

18156-1884%4, Born in Mgland, 1820; family came to
Delavare, 1832, migrated to Pennsylvania; converted
t0 Methedism, 1832; nonereliglous family; Joined
minlistry 1835 in Pennsylvania, traveled Iin Delaware,
Ohio, New York, and Maryland; merrieds

Jacoby, ludwlg Sigismund, "Experience of Rev. Ludwig
8, Jacoby." in Adam Mlller (ed,) Experiencec of
German liethodl acherg, Cineinnati, 50,

5"'3‘-

1813«1874., Jewish ancestry, later Joined the Lutheran
church in Germeny:; born and resred ln Germany;

1839 eame to America, settling in Cineimneti, Ohioj
1839 joined the Methodists; entered minisiry in St.
Louls, Missouri in 1841; married.

Jost, Cesper, 'Ixperience of Rev. C
Miller {ed.) Experie f German le

Preaghers, cineimnatl, .

1817-188%, Born and resred in Germeny; Romen
catholic beckground; graduated from lew sehool in
Germany; 1840 ceme to Amerieca, settling 1in Mlssourl;
184% joined the Methodlsts; 1846 joined the ministry
in Misegouri; married.

ssper Jost," in Adam

L
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Kgﬁn; H&HUEI Aghton, As

1842~1895, Little mention of early life; well-
educated, graduated from Chio Wesleyen University;

Jeined ministry in 1868 in Ohlo: much religlous
s¥perisnce, Ele SR

Kimball, Henry.,
Zyening Gl

h I

1841~ 7 o Born snd reared in New York; son of a
Lutheran minister; attended college: Jjolined Methodists
in 1887; Joined their ministry in 1864 in New York,
treveled in New Hampshire, Massachusetis, Illineis,
and Weshington; married.

Klein, John Adam. "Experience of Rev. John A, Klein,"
in Adem Miller (ed,) - e ¥ Cermen Method

Ireaghers. Cineinnctiy 10

1822-1875. Born and reared in Germany; came to
Ameriea in late: 1830's, settling in Ohiloj Iutheran
background; 1843 converted to Methodlsm; 1848 called
to presch; traveled throughout Ohlie and western
Penmsylvania, LY

Koeh, Herman A, "Ixperiences of Rev. Herman Koch.” in
Adaz Miller (ed.) ixperiences of German Mo

Preachers. Cinecinna

18281897, Born and reared in Germanyj Lutheran
background; 1843 czme to Amerieca, settling in the
middle West: converted 18503 Jolned the Methodlst
ministry in Missouri in 1851, |

Koeneke, Charles, "Experlence of Rev. Cherles Koeneke."
in AQem.Miller (Edu) fﬁsa_ S 8 E ;ruﬁ__”w nocdis
Preaghers, Cinelnnetl, 1

Born end reared in Germany; came to America
in 1837, settling in West Virginia; Joined Methodlst
ministry in 1842, traveled in Ohlo and Illlnols;
married,

JJH
Koeneke, H.' "Experience of Rev. H, Koeneke." in Adan
willer (ed.) [xperiences of Germen Methodist Preachers.
Cinetnnatl, 1853, 157+

1800= 27 .. Born snd reared in Germany; Iutheran
background; came to Amerlee with family in 1836,
settling in West Virglnia; Jjoined Methodist minlatry
in 1840; traveled in Ohlo, Indlena, West Virginlia,
I1linois, end Missourl; marrled.
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Kolbe, Henry, "mxperience of Rev. Henry Xol
Miller (ed.)  Diperianges of.Garmas Mat

Ereechers, Cincinmatl, 1850, 357-331,

Born and reered in Germany; famlly was not
rellzious; 1851 came to Americe, settling in Ohlo;
converted to Methodlism, 1852; Joined ministry, 1853
in Indlana; traveled aisa in Minnesota, '

Koppy Yrederic. "ixperience of Rev, Fredeprd
in Adam Miller (ed,) rverliences of CGe
Preachers. Clneinnati, 1859, 313=318,

1527-1892, Born and reared in Germany; Iuthersn
backzround; 1849 converted to Methodism; 1846 came
to Amerlea, settling in Wisconsin; 1851 joined the
minletry in Wisconsing traveled also in Minnesota.

¢ Kopps"
rman Meth

Kuhl, Philipp. "Experience of Rev. Philipp Kuhl." in
-&dam 'ﬂ*’iiller (ed') 0% G ; 1668 0O t'.‘:' 2 e 3

Preschers, Cincinna

18141887, Born and reared in Germany; Reformed
Lutheran background; 1834 come to America; converted
1837; Joined Methodiast ministry in 1845 in Ohio,
traveled alseo in Illlinols, Missouril, Kensss, Nebraska,
and Iowa; married.

Landon, meyaours
b _Senl-Cor

1798-1880, Born in Vermont, rearsd in New York
state; son of a Methodlst preacher; little education;
entered the ministry in 1818 in New York; important
sourcebook,

Lawrence, R. V. "Testimony of Rev. R: V. Lawrence,"
in Fhoshe Palmer (ed. _ - oriences
New York, 1868, 207=209. |

-
s

Born and reared in New Jersey; converted to
Methodism in 1852, jolned ministry, 1853 in New
Jersey; little information about early educstion.

Lee, Luther, Autoblography of Luther Les. New York,
1882, |

1800-1882, Bern and reared in upper New York atate;
son of & poor farmer; little education; Methodist
bagkeround; joined minlstry in 1827 in New York;
married; important source.



Leonard, Adna Bradway. The Stone of Help--Aukcbiograshy

e

of Adna B, Leonard, D, Des DL, Dyy  New 0Pk, 1915,

1837-1916, Born in Ohio, reared in Indlans; German
ancestry; attended gremmar and secondary schoolsi
early called to minletry; entered the uinistry in
18603 merried; brief, sketehy material on years
prior to eall to ministry,.

Lewis, Devid, Regollections of & Supersnmnuste: or
Jketohes of Tife, Labor, end Experiance in the Metha
odist Itinerancy. S« My Merrill (ed.). Cinelnnati,

1783-1867., Born in Commecticut, reaved in Hew York
stete; son of a poor faymer; Baptlst backsround;
1809 entered Methodiast minlestry in New York; married.

luneman, Xaver., "Brother Xaver luneman's Ixperience,"
in 2dem MAller (ed.) Oric & _Progres f Germe
Methodist Migsion « Cincinnetl, 1843, 201-203.

Born and reared in Gﬂrﬁany; Roman Catholile
beekground; emee 40 the Us S, In late 1830's settling
%Egﬁ%ﬂamurig entered the Methodist ministry in
1840%a,

MeCerty, J« M., "Testimony of Rev. J. M. MeCarty.," in
Phoche Pelmer (ed.) Plone xperl <! s
IIETJ-J YE}I‘kp 18663 122‘-1 8 : . :

Little facts about early lifai.Jained the mine-
igtry in New York state in late 1840'e,

M!'Ferrin, John Berry. Zemi-Centennisl fagourses De=
livered by the Rev, John B, M _Ferr.u, Da Dap B6fOre
Churoh, South, &t its Sesslon in Fovetteville,
Tonnessee, oOctober 10, 1075 Nashvlille, 1875.

1807-1887., Born in Tennessec, reared in Alabemaj
seotoh=Irish asncestry; Presbyterian background]
converted to Methodism 1820; joined Methodiet min-
fatry in 1825 in Tennessee; son of a Methodlst

pregeher,

MeLean, Alexender, "Testinony of Rev, Alexander MeLean,"

tn Fhoebe Palmer (ed,) Ploneer Experlences o s s

New Yorlk, 1868, 16T7-1Tl.

r1+4le known sbout early life; went to Californla
$n 1849 looking for gold, found none, beceme &
Methodist prescher in California in 1850j returned

Eapt later.
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MelLean, John Howell. Reminiscences. Neshville, 19189

1838« 7 . Born in Georgla, resred in Texas;

Seotech ancestry; son of a Princeton graduate and
¢ollege professor; Presbyterian background; converted
S0 ﬁethadiam, 18543 attended college in Texasas; Joined
ministey in 1860 in Tewas; married., &xeellent
descrliption of early sducatlon, et the acedemy, and

gt ecollege; important scurecebool.

MaftTltt, gahn Nevland. Tears of Contrition: O,
Q] e Life of John Newland Maffiti: With R
and Horal Reflections, To which are edded BSe
"oeflc TF7uelons, Wel%len by Jlugoll. Nev-London,

T ,

1724~ % o+ Born in Ireland; came to New York clty
in 1819; Methodist background; jolned 1tinerancy
in 18223 spiritual experiences related in preat

datall,
Menn, John. "imperience of Rev, John Mapn," in Adam
Miller (ed. xperie) P Gely fethodiat

Preachers. Cincinne i,

Born and resrsd in Germany; little information
on early 1ife; came to Fennsylvanie in early 1830's,
settled in Ohlo; converted to Methodism 1833, Joined
ministry in 18392 in Ohloj mavried,

Manship, Andrew. Ihirt

L i

ltggerangy. Pr

1824- 7 o+ Born in Delaware; reared in Pennsylvanila;
cusker backgroundi llttle information on early life;
joined Hethodlst ministry in 1842, traveled in
Nelaware and Pennsylvenia,

Mathews, John, eeps Into Life, putoblography ol ROV,
John Mathews, D. D., & Minister of the Gospel fo¥
gixty-yearas, Nashvilie 1904, |

1826-1007. Born in Thiladelphis; reared in Tene
nessve; ScotcheIrish perentage; Preshyterian bagk=
ground; 1little mention of edueatlon; joined the
iethodist ministry in 1846 in Tennessee, traveled
21s0 in Koensas, lLounloiana, and Alabame; married.

i iy

Meeker, William Hemilton. Secpred Reminisgences. Amsterdam,

New York, no dates

1824-1002, Born and reered in New York state; son
of & poor farmer; Methodlst background; attended
secondary schools; Jjoined ministry in 1849 in New
Yorks
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Merrill, Abraham D. "Testimony of Rev. A. D. Merrill.,"
in Phoebe Palmer (ed,) o1 16 a-;-hf;a 885 < a .
HEW Yﬁl‘k, 1868’ 105"‘108-

1796~1878. 1Iittle known sbout early 1life; converted

to Methodlsm at twent ears of age; ered the
ministry in 1822, ok d ol s

Merten, F. "Experience of Rev. F. Merten." in Adam Miller
(ed.} Ixperiences of Germen Methedlst Preachers.

Cineinnati, O, 400=40

Born and reared in CGermany; non-religious
familgé little formal education; came to Americsa
¥

in 18 gettling in Missouril and Iowa; Joined
Methodlst clergy in 1850, |

Milburn, William Henry. e
Chapters from an Autob

1823-1903, Born and reared in Pennsylvania; son

of a prosperous business manj Methodist background;
well-educated: attended Illinois College; 1843
entered ministry in Illinois, traveled also 1n lary-
land and Alebamaj; married.,

Militzer, Charles A, "Experience of Rev. Charles A,
Militzer." in Adam Miller (ed.) %Eperignges of
Cermen Methodist Preaghers, OCineinnatl, 1 5

3=3

1831- ? . Born and reared in Germany; Lutheran
backeround; 1855 came to Americs, 1855 entered minlstry.

Miller, Adam, "“Experiences of Rev. Adam Mil

Adam Miller (ed,)
Preachers, Cineinnatli, 1&

------ - en and Now, A Sixtieth Annlversary oernon
Preeached Before the Cincinnatl | al Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church At _Urbang, Ohio
Septenber 1891, Chiecago,ltdl,

1810-1901. Born in Maryland, reared in Ohioj German
ancestry; Mennonite background; joined Methodlsts
16273 1830 joined Methodist ministry in Ohioj noted
for his work as & missionary to the German immigrants
in the Middle West; married.

Miller, Mmory. Memolrs and Sermons., New York, 1911l.




1834-1912, Born and reered in Pennsylvanis; Germen
and Duteh ancestry; Mennonite background; attended
college and a Methodist theological seminary for
one yeer, Garrett Bibliecsl Institute; 1868 Jolned
the minlatry in Iowe, traveled slso in Minnesote

and Michigen; married; good deaeriptian of educationel
opportunities, i

ﬁille;,TJ. :T§s§imonr of Rev, J. Milleriﬂ_in Phoebe
almer (ed.) Pioneer Experiences s o os New Yorky
1868, 321~322, = o y m

Little information about early Iifa except
garly religlous experiences; cénverted to Methodism
at 19, and soon Joined their miniatry. :

Miller, 2. "Testimony of Rev. S. Miller, D. D." in

Phoebhe Palmer (ed,) Ploneer Exnarganngs o s _se
llew Yorlk, 1868, 90—10ﬁ

1823- % < Born and reered in New England; Meth=
odist background; migrated to Wisconsin in 1840's,
Joined minletry in 1845 in Wisconsin.

Miller, Theodore. “Txperience of Rev., Theodore Miller,"
in Adam Miller (sd,) BEx , a) nodis
Preacherse. Glneinnatl, '

1830- % .+ Born and resared in Germany; 1847. came
to America, settling in Wisconsini Lutheran back-
ground; 1851 joined the Methodlsts, 1853 Jjoined the
ministry in Wisconsin, |

Miller, Wesson Gage. Thirty Years in the Itinerancy.
Milweukee, 1875.

1822-1894, Rorn and reared in New York state;
Methodiat background; 1844 family moved to ¥Wisconsing
1844 he joined the ministry in Wiseonsin; merried;
11ttle informaticn on early life and education,

Milliken, A. "Testimony of Rev. A. Millikan." in Phoebe
Palmer (ed.) PEloneer Experlences . . se New York,

i4ittle known about early life except religious
sxperisnces and ceall to the minlstry.

Mills, Jonn H, Autobilography of Rev, John He Mills_ &
Local Deacon in whe Metﬁnaist _1_T_  £

EiaaéTiaﬁeous Thousht e
in_irosa enc thmﬂ; §




1811~ ? o Bern and resred in New York stote; |
son of a prosperous dairy fermer; non-religicus family;
1ittle formal education; 1844 Joined the Methodist
minletry in Hew Jersey and New York stete; merried.

L)

intzer, Fe 8. "Testimony of The Rev. Fu S, Hintzer."
in Fhoebe Palmer (ed,) e : f”;t 4 s

New York, 1868, 303-324,

1825« 7 , lAttle inforustion about early 1ifes
non-iiethodist bagksround; eonverted to Methodlsm
in 1842 end soon thereafter Joined the minlstry.

B8 LXparienc

Hiteholl, Js 8, “Testluony of Rev. J
in Phoebe Palmer (ed.) iFionse:

o e Mitehell, D, D"

AL L) €

Little known ebout eerly life: nnnvartad to
Methodism at 183 Joined ministry in early 1820's.

Voelling, Peter, "Feter Moelling-«Cloister Lif
Conversion," in Adam #iller (ed,) X iene

e and
uethodist Prezchers. Cineinnati, 1850,

Born and raised in CGermany; Roman Catheolle
background; well-educated; sttended ecollege in
Germeny; 1847 came to New Crlsans, and migrated to
the Nid-iest; converted te liethodism in 18473 entered
the minletry in 1848,

Mood, Francls Asbury. iIxeerpte from hls sutoblogrephy
11’1 c. C. CG‘*Y. ¥y g : 3 & Dl - LB

isbury Yood, Chiesgo, 18

1830-1884, Borm and resred in Charleston, South
Carolina; Germen pearentage; Methodlst backeround;
epraduate of Cherleston College in 18503 entered
ninistry in 1850 in GSeouth Carolina; excellent des~
eription of early bhoyhood days &and education}
laportant source.

Moody, Granville,

1812-1887, Born in Malne, reared in Baltlimore,
Maryland; Scoteh and French parentage; Presbyterian
backercund:; little education; joined minilstry in 1833;
nerried; wellewritton account--sprightly, humorous,
emotional, and deseriptive.
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Morehouse, Alonze Church,

1820-1903, Born and recred in New York; son of a
Eggilgarpazter; ¥athnﬂ15t and Presbyterian backsround;
mention of education; entered ministry in

1856 in New York; married twice, o

Morris, Thomas Asbury,
Rlographlical Sketches
einnatl, 1¢

4
- .

1794-1874, Born and resred in West Virginie; son

of a poor farmer; Baptist background; jJoined ministry
in 1816; traveled in Kentucky, Chlo, and Arkansas;
mgrried tvice; sutoblographical essays important
sources,

Morrison, Henry Cley. ggtob;og;aghi of Eagsz C. Morrison.
George H. Means (ed.). MNashville, .

1842-1921., Born in Tennessee, reared in Kentucky;
son of a poor pioneer farmer; Methodist baekground;
little mention of education; entered nministry in
1863 in Kentucky; married.

Morrison, Henry Clinton, Llfe Sketche d Se .
Loulsville, Kentucky, Je

Born and reared in Kentucky; son of a rather
weelthy frontler femlly; Methodiet background;
attended Vanderbuilt University; entered minlstry
early in life; and traveled in Kentucky and Ohlo,

Mulfinger, George Le "mxperience of Rev. George L.
Mulfinger.

in Adam Miller (ed.) enges o
Germen Methodist Freachers. Cinuinna%f, Iﬂ;g. §#6.

1819-1886. Born and reared in Germany; Lutheran
bsocksround; 1834 family came to Ameriecs, settled
in Ohlo; little education; Joined Methodist minlstry
in 1847 in Indlana, then soon moved back to Ohloj

married,

Muller, D. N. "Testimony of Rev, D. N. Muller," in
Phoebe Palmer (ed,) Ploneer Exper ce 3

New York, 1868, 327.

.ittle kmown azbout hie early life; good des-
eriptions of his conversion and call to preach;
converted in 1852 and entered minlietry the next year,
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Nachtrieb, Christian., "Ixperience of Rev. Christian

Nachtrieb," in Adam Miller (ed.) Experiences

German Methodist Pree P coores. 5 s 4 {1
m. e e m* Cineinna 1. 185%,

1825~1891, Born and reared in Germ
: N anys Lutheran
background; 1848 came to New York, migrated finally

to Michlgen; 1852 jo ; 1inistry
Nichlgan? ; 1852 Joined the Methodist minlistry 1in

Resh, David. "Testimony of Rev. David Nash." in Phoebe

Nast; William., "&ixperience of Rev. Willieam Nast." in

Nef?f,

Palmer (ed.) FPloneer Experiences s ¢ » ' York
1868, 251255, i o

1807-1692. Born and reasred in ™gland; Methodlst
background; came to United Stetes in 18503 joined
Methodist ministry in 1851 in New York,

Adam Miller (ed.,) Origin and Progress o _
Methodlst Missions 4 s+ o+ Clnelnnati, s 136=

1435,

1807-1899, Born and reared in Germany; Lutheran
backeground; well-educated in Germany, taught in a
German college; came to New York in 1828; converted
to Methodlsm, 1835 and joined the minitstry the

game year; preeched mostly in Ohlo,

He "Testimony of Rev, H, Neff.," in Phoebe Palmer
(id.) rioneer lxperiences . s se New York, 1868,
240, |

Little kmown about early life; good account
of his conversion and eell to the minletry.

Newell, Fbenezer Francls, Lfe and Observations of Rev,

"benezer F. Newell, Who has been more than Forty
Years an ltinerant Minister in the Methodist Hplse

obal Church: New mnglend Conference. Compiled
om His Own Manuseripte. Worcester, l04(.

1775-1867. Born and reared in Magsachusetts;
Congregational background; jolned Methodists 1800;
11ttle formal education; 1806 joined ninistry,
traveled mostly in Melne; excellent work, helpful
for anti-Methodist sentiment 1n early New Englend;

married.

Newton, G. "Testimony of Rev. G. Newton." in Fhoebe

ralmer (ed,) Ploneer EXPOriences . . s New York,
16868, 334.
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Little known sbout his early 1life; brief account
of hls conversion experience and eall to preach,

Hiﬂhglﬂg John HaI‘mOR. 1 o _ Aels ,_‘5'";_ - - L1 :
phy of John Harmon liic ' Nashville, 101°

Hippert; Lewls. "Experlence of Rev, Lewis Hippert,"

Noland, Btephen. Wlll Makes !

1840-1914. Born and reared in Tennessee; lrish
descent; lethodist backgreund; very 1ittia formal
education; Joined ministry 1864 in Tennecssee.

in Adam Miller (ed,) Experiences of (erms ath

Preacherg. Cinclnnati;

1825«1894. Born and reered in Germany; Lutheran
background; converted toc Methodiem 18293 little
mention of education; 1830 family came'to Amerileca,
settling in Chio; 1848 entered ministry in Ohio,

%ev._._s.. Holend, of tho Kentuck
ist Fplseopal Churech, 3Sout!

1818-1820, Born in Indlianas, son of a poor gchool
teacher; early moved with family to Eentucky; epprenticed
in & law office; Methodist and PBaptist background;

1ittle formal education: 1851-1862 served as Common-
wealth Attorney for Kentucky while retalning full

parish duties as a Methodist preacher; entered the
Methodicet ministry in 1840 in Kentueky; nmarried.

Nuhfer, Nicholas, "Experiences of Rev. Nicholas Tuhfer.”

Osborn,

in Adam Miller (ed.) Experiences of German lMethodlst
Preachers. Cinelnnatl, 1859, 223-250,

1814-1887. Born and reared in Germany; Roman Cathelle
baekeround; came to- Americe in late 1830's, Joined
Methodist chureh in 1842; entered the minlstry in

1849 in Ohio.

Mbert. FPassages

1800-1881. Born and raised in Conneeticut; son of

a poor farmer; Congregetional backeround; 1808 family
sonverted to Methodismi little mention of edueations
1823 joined the ministry in New York, traveled also

in New Imglend; married.

Owen, K. "Testlimony of Rev. E, Owen." in Phoebe Palmer

(ed,) Ploneer Experienges . o s. New York, 1868,
331_332 L]
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1829« 2 ', Little known sbout early life and
education; good aeccount ebout his early religious
experiences; Joined the Methodist ministry in 1853.

Paddock, B, G. "Testimony of Rev. B. G. Paddock." in
Phosbe Palmer (ed.) FPloneer Experiences « s se
I‘ie'f-‘} YOI‘R. 1868’ 335"'33 ] | |

Little known ebout his early 1life and education;
good account of hle religious experiences; joined.

the Methodist church in 1804 and joined the ministry .
shortly thereafier,

Parker, John. "Testimony of Rev., John Parker.” in

Phosbe Palmer (ed.) Ploneer Experionces « . s.
New York, 1868, 65«-Tl. . .

1805-1892, Born and resred in Ingland; non-religlous
famlly; converted to Methodism, 1831 in America;
Joined ths minlstry shortly thereefter; moatly an
ageount of his rellglous experiences,

Pearne, Thomas Hall, S31xty-One Years of It;gggang'
Christisn 1ife in Chureh and State. New York,
1890, b | |

1820-1901: Born and reared in New York; English
anesstirys Eplesecopalian background; attended second-
ary school; son of a Methodist minister; entered
ministry in 1837 in New York, traveled also in
Ohlio and Oregon; married twlce,

Peaslee, Reuben, [The Experience, Christisn and Ministeria
of MMr, Reuben Peaslee, Haver] 2

1777= % « Born end reared in New Hampshire;
converted to Methodism in 1806, joined ministry in
1802 in New mnglend; merried; little informatlon of
early education; vivid account of converslon and

eall to preach.

Peeck, George. The Life
reek, D, Do W

1797-1876. Born and reared in New York; mnglish
parentege; son of a poor blacksmlthj Conpregational
backeround; little eduscstion; Jolned ministry in
New York in 1816, trsveled also in Pennsylvenia and
New Englend; married,




- 183 »

1836~1894, Borm and reared in Vermonti son of a

paor farmer; Congregatlonal background; attended

grammar, secondary schools, and Amherat College;

Joined New mMngland Conference in 1860; good azccount

:;Ifl li%gol'migh school md college experisnces at Amherst
8,

Phetzing, John, "Experience of Rev. John fhatziﬂ "
in Adam Miller (ed,) JExperiences of Germar otho

Preachers, 01nainnat1.'

181?- 7 » Born and reared in dermanys Reformed
pvackground; 1836 ceame to America settling in Weatern
Permpylvania; Joined Methodist ministry sbout 1840,

Plerce, ®, W, "Testimony of Rev. E, We Plerce.," in FPhoebe

Pelmer (ed,) DRloneer Hxpericneds . s ase Now York
1868, 193-395. | s S

Born and reared in New York; joined the Method-
1aste at 18; entered the nministry in Yiseonsin |
ghortly thersafter; little information on early life
and education,

Plerca, G. M, "Testimony of G. M. Plerecs," in Fhoebe

Palmer (ed,) [Plonesr Dxperiences . . s« [Now York

1868, 285-200,

Born and reared in New York:; little information
on his early life; attended law aschool in New York;
eonverted to Methodism at 18; Jloined the ministry
at 21 in New York,

Pilcher, Henry E. Senl-Centennial Addresgs of Rev, Henry
L. Pilcher, Berore the Central Ohloc Cohference
of e rethodls ol scopal Chureh, at the fe
1872, in Lima, Allen Count Ohic. Marysville,

8 1 ﬂ’ -__

o R

1802-1891., Born in Virginia; rearsd in Ohlio; Germen
and Enplish ancesiry; Methodist bagkground; little
educetion; Joined the minlsiry 1&25 in Chio; married.

Pitezel, John He Lights and Shede Of o B L
onhaining Travels, sketehes, Inclde ~ ang 3
SPtorte, during NEtie Yeare Spent in the Reglon ©
1 20 funerior. C nﬂinﬂati: 25T

1814+1006, . Born in Meryland; little informatlion on
carly life end education; mostly religious experiences;
joined the minietry in Chio in 1835; merried.
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Plank, John, "Experience of Rev, John Plank." in Adem
M1ller (ed.,) Experiences: o srman Methodist
Preachers, Cinoinn |

1807« ¢ ., Born and resred in Germany; Lutheran
background; 1829 came to Americs, settling in Mis-
aourl; Joined Methodiste in 1841; Joined the ministry
in Missouri in 1843, |

Foole, We H, ™"Testimony of Rev, W. H, Poole," in Phoebe

Palmer(ed.,) Ploneer Experlences . . s+ New York
1868, 20-33, | - | ;

Born &nd resred in Ireland; came to Us.S.
in early 1830's; Methodist background; little mention

of eduecation; 1838 converted and soon joined the
ministry.

Porter, John 8. BSeml-fentennial Sermon
Rev, John 5, Porter, D, D., Before the Nevar
Annuel Conference, Patterson, iew Jersey, March 29,

1880, WNew York, no date,

1805-1889, Born end resred in Maryland; Methodist
background; little mention of education; 1829 Joined
ministry; traveled in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and
New Jersey; married,

ouinn, James., Selections from the autoblography in John
e_and Lebors of Jame

F. Wright, Sketeches of the
gginnﬂ Who was Nearly a Ha
the Gospel In The Methodls

1775-1847, Born and reared in FPennsylvenlaj Irish
encestry; Zpiscopel background; 1786 family Jeined
the Methodiste; 1ittle formal education; Jolned the
ministry in 1799; traveled in Pennsylvania, VWesat
Virginia, end Ohloj married; difficult to follow
excerpts Trom autobiography in text,

Rankin, George C. The Story of My Life; or, tore Ta&N
a Half Century as 1 have Lived it and Seen 1t Livecd
Written by Myself ot My Own Suggestion and That o

lany Others who Heave Kuown end Loved e, Dallas,

Texes, 1912¢

1840-1915. Born and reasred in Tenneesee; son of

a wealthy palntation owner; Presbyterian backegyround;
attended grammer and seecondary schools and graduated
from collepe. Excellent description of school days

through college,

Renks, Swanton. 'Testimony of Rev, gwanton Ranks.” 1in
Phoebe Palmer (ed.) Ploneer Experiences s s .. New
Yﬂrk’ 18 58' 2#5“2""’7.
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Little known of his early life; converted to

Methodliem in 1841; entered ministry in 1849 in
Maine.

Reed, Fitch,

179 5-' 7 3

Born and reared in upper New York
state; little known of early 1life and education;
Jolined Methodist church in 1814 and the minlstry

in 1815; traveled in upper ¥ew York stete and
Canada.,

Reed, Seth. [The Story of My Life. Cineilnnati, 1914,

1823=-19137 Born and reared in New York state;
English parentage; non-religlous family; converted
to Methodism at 163 epprenticed to study law;

entered ministry in 1844, in Michigan; merried
twice,

Relley, J. McKendree. "Testimony of Rev, J. M. Relley."

in Phoebe Palmer (ed.) Ploneer Experiences ¢ s o
New York, 1868, 160-166,

Born and reared in Maryland; Methodlst back=-
ground; little educetion; entered minlstry in 1844;
traveled in Maryland and Virginla; merried.

Reuter, George Adam, "Experience of George A, Reuter.,"
in Adam Miller (ed.) Experliences of German Methodist
Preachers., Clnelnneti, 1659, 307=390.

181%- % . Born and reared in Germany; trained
ag a gooper; Lutheran background; came to Amerlca

in 1837, settling 1n Cinecinnati, Ohlo; entered
Methodist ministry in 1845 in Chio; married,

Richman, C. J. "Testimony of Rev. C. J. Richmen," in
Phoebe Palmer (ed.)

Ploneer Experiences .
New York, 1868, 324-325,

Little known &bout his early life other than
religious experiences; converted to Methodlem, 1823
and entered ministry shortly thereafter.

Riemenschneider, inglehardt. "Experlences of Rev. K.

Riemenschnelder.” in Adam Miller (ed.) g§29§1encaa
of German Methodist Preachera, Cinecinnatl, 59

119""T2E o
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1815-1900, Born and veared in Cermeny; non-religious
famlly; 1835 ceme to America, settling in Pilite-
burgh, Pennsylvania; jolined the minlstry in 1842

in West Virginia and Ohlo, -

Riﬂlﬂj‘; John B, Some Exper! zeg of a2 Mathodligt 1 nerant ,
in e Finistry of Helf a Century. Boston, 1852i

1802 72 4 Bern in Vermont, reared in Connecticutb;
gon 0f a poor farmer; little mention of his education;
plous familyj; converted to Methodism, 1821; Jjeined
the ministry in 1822, traveled throughout New

England; married,

Ritty, Leger. "Brother Leger Ritty'e Experlence.,” in
¢in and Progress of Gernan

Adam Miller (ed.) . Jermax

Born and reared in Germany; csme to America
in 1828, settling in Ohio; 1ittle information about
early 1life; Roman Cetholle background: converted to
M?Ehﬂdiﬂm 1833, joined the minisiry shortly there«
21020,

Roberts, George C. ils "Testimony of Rev, D, George
O« Ms Roberts," in Phoebe Palmer (ed,) P%ﬁggag
- 1 .

Experiences s o s« New York, 1868, 175

Little known faects about early life and edu=-
gation; good agecount of his early relligious eXe
periences,

1813-1898. Born and reared in Harylandé Roman

Cathollie background; French ancestry; 1830 converted

t0 HMethodism; graduated from Philadelphia College
of Medicine and Union Theologlcal Seminery in New
Yorks; jolned the ministry in 18355; merrled; little
deseriptive materiel on hisg educatlon,

1803-1881, Little information about early life;
gttended privete academy; entered minlstry in
18283 traveled mostly in New York and Pennaylvenie;

married.




Ryder, William,.
1" = £ _.{,

?_ated by himself. GCeorge ?éﬂk'-aﬁfbj.ﬁéﬁ'”brk,

&

1805-1849, Born in Magsachusettis, rsared 1n upper
New York state; English encestry; Methodist backe-
gryunﬂ; attended & privete academy; Jolned ministry
in"1828; traveled throughdut New Ingland; merried,

aabin, Benjemin. "Testimony of Rev. Benjamin Sabin,"

in Phoebe Pelmer (ed.) Ploneer Experlences « s se
New York, 1868, 1422144, i P

1790=1875: Born and reared in Connecticut; Methodist
background; little information on early 1ife and
edueation; good account of sarly rellglous experliences
end ceall tec preach.

Searlett, John, e Itinerant O

E. gﬂﬂllgg * ] E'.;? York 3 % 24

ce=m=snmy "Tostimony of Rev. John Scarlett." in Fhoebe

Palmer (ed.) [Ploneer Experiences o e s New York,
1858, 179“182' -

Xy L-fe-ﬂ ene

1803-1889, Born in Merris eounty, New Jersey;

Irish parentage; son of a poor schoolteacher;
Episcopalian background; little formal education;
joined ministry in 1841 in New Jersey; married,

The first volume contains & very detalled study
ageount of his early life, well written, and des-
eriptive, His educetional and rellglous experiences,
and his aporenticeship are well treated. Second
aseecount is a short testimony of his conversion and
esll to the minietry.

Schelper, Charles, '"Experience of Charles sehelper.”
in Adem Miller {ed.) IExperiences of German Metho:
Preaghers. Cinelnunatl, 50, 240=24Y, -

1800-1865. Born and reared in Cermany; came 1o
America in 1836, settling in West Virginia; converted
to Methodism in 183%8; entered the ministry 1846 in
Ohlo,

sehmidt, John, "Experlence of Rev. John sehnidte" in
Adem Miller (ed.) Experiences of Germen Methodist
Preachersg, Gineinnatl, 1859, 323=3
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1822~ % , Born and reared in Germany; Lutheran
background; 1838 came to Ameriea, settling in Pen-
neylvania; mlerated eventually to Iowe where he
entered the Methodist ministry in 1848,

Senpittaker, Henry, "Experience of Rev, Henry Schnittaker,"
in Adam ¥Miller {(ed,) iy P Gern 1at

Preachers, Ginuinnati; 1159,'?' ' *fﬁ

1833-18%2, Born and recred in Germany; Lutheran
background; 1852 came to America, settling .inm Mis«
sourl; 1855 Joined Methodists; Joined the ministry
in Mlssouri in 1858; traveled also in Ilowa,

gohreck, Willlam, "Expericnce of Rev, William Zehreek.”
in Adem Mlller (ed,) Experiences of German Method
Preachers, Cincimnati, 185 € |

1815« ¢ , Born and resred in Germany; Iutheran

baeckground; 1836 came to America, aettlin% in Indiana;

igin?d the Methodlste and their minlstry in early
0's.

Schuler, Frederic. "Pestimony of Rev. Freder

Preochers, Cincinnati, 1t

1826~ % . Born and resred in Germany; Lutheran

ie Schuler.,"”
(AN “wﬁa‘e._odi.___ _

background; 1846 ocame to America; settling in Illinois;
Joined Methodiste and thelr nminlatry shortly there-
after.

From Hls Personal Narrative, C
other Authentlic Sources of 1ini
arts, Luclus C, Matlack (ed.
1800-1847. Born and reared in Vermont; son of a
poor farmer; non-religious famlly; converted to
Methodism 18203 very little formal educction; Jolned

ministry, 1821; traveled throughout New Englandj
important for his early experiences,

Selleck, Alonzo Farrington, Recollections © Itin
Lifﬂ. Jde We Selleck (de ° New ﬂ.‘!‘k, . @

1806« 7% ., Born and reered in New York; Wéelsh
parentage; son of & podr farmer; non-religious famlly;
eonverted to Methodism in 1826; Jjoined wminlstry in
1834, traveled in New York end New Englandj married.
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shabe, R. "Experience of Rev. R. Shabe." in Adam Miller

(ed.) eriences of German Methodlst ;
Cineinnati, 1559, 553;356:-——mﬂﬁﬁﬂ_iﬁﬁ_££E&E&EZ&_

1821« % . Born and reared in Switzerland:; German
parentepge; came to Americe in 1844; Moravien bagck-
ground; 1855 converted to Methodism end, entered its
ministry, traveling in Missouri, i}linocils, and Ohio.

Shaffer, J. N, ﬁiagaurae on the sixti%gf-anniva gar
of the Rev, J, N, Shaffer's Joining the New Ybrg
tonference. no place, 1895, '

1811-1901. EBEorn and reered in Connecticut; Duteh
prerentase; son of & prospercus business man; rFres-
byterlen background; attended private academy; an
orphan at 1l4; converted to Methodism 1829; 1835
Joined the ministry, treveled in Conneecticut and
New York.

Short, J. N. "Testimony of Rev. J« N. Bhort." in FPhoebe

Palmer {(ed.) Ploneer Ixperiences s » s« New York
1868, 338-339. s '

Little known sbout his early life, good account

of religious experiences; called to preach at 19
vyears of age,

S8ilsbee, R. N. "Testimony of Rev, R. N. S1llgbee." in

Fhoebe Palmer (ed,) Ploneer EXperiences . . .
New York, 1868, 317-320. |

Little known about his early life and educatlon;
gome materiel on hie religious experiences; converted

to Methodism in 1825 and entered ministry shortly
thereafter, -

smith, Allen B. "Testimony of Rev. Allen B. Smith."

in Phoehe Palmer (ed. Pioneer Experiences . « .
New York, 1868, 303-305.

1825-1870., Little known about early life and edu-

cotion other than his reliplous experiences; converted

to Methodism 1859 and entered the ministry in 1860;
treveled in Wisconsin and finally in Maryland.

Smith, Henry, Recollections and Reflections o1 A 01d

Itinerent, A oeries of Letters First Published in
the Christian ldvoeste and Journal and the Western
Thristion Ldvocate. George Peck (ed.). New York,

ngzl'-

¥y




St = Tl 4y

« 190 =

1769-1863. Born in Maryland, reared in Pennsylvania;
German parentagze; son of a poor blacksmith; Germen
Reformed background; 1790 joined the Methodiste;
little formel education; 1793 joined the ministry,
traveled in Virginia, Marylend, Kentueky, Ohlo, and
Penngy.vanle; maerried. Importent source: Letter
KXVILII, ppe 233243, gives a good sutoblographical
sketeh of hils early life, other importent letters
scattered throuchout; letters not arranged chrono-
loglically, hard tc follow,

Smith, I /sasg/. Reasons for Beecoming & Methodlst . o .
Ine £ 23 R '

New York, 1850,

1817-1860. Born and reared in Chio; non-religious
family; Joined Baptlists; finally the Methodists

in 1620; attended Oberlin College; entered ministry
18443 traveled in the Middle West,

emith; John Lewis, . M
gketches and Incldents -
%gea bers and People of the West With an Appendi:

Contalning Personal Recollections, Public Addressed,

and Other Misgellany., Valparalso, Indiana, 1592,

1811« % ., Born and reared in Virginia; son of

2 poor farmer; Methodlst backgreund; 1llttle education,
his mcther tutored him in his theological studies;
entered ministry in 1836; traveled mostly in Indilana;
lengthy auteblographical létter 1n appendlx 1s very
important.

Smith, Samuel H., ZSenmi-Centennial Address of Rev, Samuél
He Smith, Dellvered by Reauest Before the New York
East Conferences of the Methodist Episecopal Chureh,
in the Henson riace Church, Brooklyn, April 13,

Iigl; New York, 1901,

1829-1906, Born and reared in New Jersey; little
informaticn on early life and education; 1851 joined
the New York Fast conference; married,

by Rev, Dsvid Dalley fro% hig ]ou;gal.
Peck (ed,) MNew York, HO o

1776-1844, Born and reared in Maryland; Anglican
backeround; 1792 Joined the Methodista; 179 Joined
the ministry; treveled in Pennsylvania, New York
Virginia and Maryland; little education; much of the
journel is reprinted here.
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Snelling, Joseph. Life of Rex oseph Sne Rt B

SANE &
Minlstry. Written by Himself. Boston, 1847.

17699-1847% Born end reered 1n Messschusette:
Ingllish parentage; Congregeticnal background;

Jolned Methedlists in 1793; Joined ministry in 1794;
traveled throughout New Fnglend; good deseription of
soeclal poplition of early Methodists in New England,

Spicer, Toblas. Autoblopraphy of Rexi Tobiss Spicer:
enteining Ingidents and Ohgerva 1nﬂﬁ% Alsc Come
Account of His Visit To Fngland. New York, 1

1788~ I1862. Born and resred in New York state:
1803 converted to Methodismg little mention of =du-
eation; 1810 Jjolned the ministry; traveled mostly

in New York state; married; sperse meterisl on
early life,

Spottswood, Wilson Lee, Brief Annels. Harrisburg,
| Pennsylvania, 1888,

1822-1892, Born and reared in ecentral Pennsylvania;
Methodistl background; aitended Dickinason College, .
graduating in 1844; 1844 Joined ainlstry, treveled

in Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Ohlo; married; excellent
description of hiz educetional experiences both

in publie sehools and eollege.

Stateler, Learner Blagkman, Selections from the jourmal

in Edward J. Stanley. Life of Rev. %garneg B,
Stateler: 4 Btory of Life on the Old Frontier . .« se
Nashville, 1916,

1811-1896., Born end reared in Chio; Germen parentage;
gon of a poor farmer; Methodist background; 1830
entered ministry, traveled mostly in Ohloj married;
seattered lengthy cuotes from Journal contaln lme
portant deseriptive meterlal on his early 1life and
boyhood.

Steele, A, M, "Testimony of Rev, A. M. Steele.," in
Phoebe Palmer {(ed.) Ploneer Experiences 3%
New York, 1868, 205«299,

Born in New York, resred in Ohio; 1ittle known
about hisg early life and educstion other than his
deep religious experiences,

Steele, Eiijeh, "Autobiogrephlcel Recollectlons of Rev.
Elijeh sSteele; in a letter dated New Orleans, Auguat

16, 1841," in B. M. Drake. A Sketch of the Life of
Rev. Elllah Steele., Cineinnatl, 1843, 11-20,
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1814-1841, Born in Tennessee, reared in Misslissippi;
gon of & very poor farmer; Metholist bagkaground;

avtended private scadeny: entered ¥ |
g gy ¥ ed ministry in 1835

Stewart, John, Hi;

1795-1876. Born in New Jersey, resred in Chios
Seoten parentage; Methodist backeround; little formal
education; entered nimistry in 1817 in Ohic: married.

Stewart, John H. "Testimony of Rev. John H., Stewart,"®
in Phoebe Palmer.{ed.) Plonee eriences oo
New York, 1868, 232+233, R YU

Little Imown sbout early 1life; entered minlatry
in 1840 4in the Fast,

S3tockton, J. Ny "Testinmony of Rev. J« N, Stockton." in
Phoebe Palmer (ed.) Ploneer Experiences ¢ s 4s
New York, 1868, 279-284,

Little known about early 1life; entered ministry
in New Jersey in 1852, -

Stokes, Ellwood Haines., Footprints In My Own Life,
Asbury Perk, New Jersey, 1898, j :

wewweweew, The Story of Fifty Years, Oeean Grove, NHew
Jersey,; 1893.

1815-1897% Born and reared in New Jersey; lived
part of his early life in Phlladelphia; Quaker back-
ground; 18%4 Joined Methodists: little education:
1843 joined ministry; merried; important souree.

Swahlen, Johy. "Experlence of Rev. John swahlen."” in
Adam Miller (ed.) Experiences of ngn Methodlet
&ﬂQ)Preachers. Cincinnati, 5 -02,

1808-1898, Bern and reared in Switzerland; German
parentapes; Reformed Lutheran background; 1832 canme
to Americe settling in Chilo; 1842 Jolned Methodist
ministry; itraveled in Pennsylvania, Ohlo, and West

Virginia,

(P

Swallow, Silas Comfort. LI
Collectionsg, and Recolleectlons of Je
Years, Herrisburg, rennsyivanig, 1

18%8«1830, Born and reared in Pennsylvania; son of
o poor farmer; Methedlst backgroundj; attended rrivate
acadeny; entered ministry in 1862; married.




Taylor, Landon, e Bettle ﬁial-.is.=;wgg; NAPYOW Facape
Lrom llassacre by the ,..t Nk mmu i

bg- ar

.a i .us

1813~1884, Born and reared in New York state; son
of a Methodlst preacher; little formal eduesation;
1834 went to Ohlo; 1842 beceme minister: travelad

in Chip, Iowa and New Jersey; merried, This is one
cf the most complete sutoblographies read, It is
extremely detalled and falls to omit even the little,

glgniflcant facts of his early 1ife, boyhood experiences,
eduecation, ete.

Timken, Gerhard. "Experlence of Rev. Gerhard Timken,"
in Adem Miller (ed.) [Exveriences of German Methodist
Pregehers, Cinelnnatl, 1559, 408=410,

Born and reared in Germeny; Lutheran background;
1837 ecame to New York, migrating finally to m1ssauri'
1840 sntered Tetnodiﬂt ministry in Missouri.

Titus, W. 8. “Taatﬁnnny of Rev. W, S« Titus." 1n Phoebe
Palmer (ed,) Pioneer Experisnges . s .« New York,
1868, 212=216.

Little known about his sarly life; Baptist
baekground; atiended Union College in New York
state and Union Theologleal Seminary; entered minlstry
in 1850%'s. ©Short account of his studles in Union
Theologleal Seminary.

Townsend, Socrates. "Tastimony of Rev. Zoerates Townsend."

in Phoebe Palmer (ed,) PRloneer Experiences ¢ o g»
lew Xﬂrl{g 1&.3‘:"83 2(_;--:...?8-

1815« 92 . Born and reared in New Jersey; converted
to Methodism 18343 1340 joined the minlstry in

New Jersey;: little information on early l1life and
eduoetion,

Trafton, uark. gcanes in My Ll e
Minlstry of Hearly % g
Enigeopal Chureh, New Ybr g 10T,

1810-1901. Born and reared in lMainei son of a poor
baleksmith: Congregstlonal background; atiisnded
private academy; 1831 Jolined minlstry of Methodlst
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church in Meine; merried. Good account of his

early life, amusingly written, sherp wit in des-
eriptions,

Trﬂviﬁi JDEEph- Autobloaraphy of Rev. Josenh Travis

Trimble, Joseph N,

Be Mo, A& Member of the Memphls Annual Conference,
smbracing a Suceinet History of the Methodls

iplegeopal Chureh Jouth; particulariy in perts of
West Virginia, the Carolines, Georgia, Alabsma
and Mississlippl, with Bhort Memolre of Several
Jogal proachers end an Address Lo His Friends.

homes O, Summers lode)s Nashville, Tennessees
1866, § '

1786+1858, Born in Marylend, reared in Virginia;
Ingligsh and French perentage; Methodist baeckground;
attended grammar schools, & private academy, &and
graduated from college; 1806 Joined ministry; traveled
throughout the BSouth; merried., Important deserip-
tions of early life in the South,

genl-Centennlal Addre

28epn

B78.
1807-1891, Born in Kentucky, reared in Ohlos
non-Methodist background; converted to Methodism,
1827: attended grammer and private schools, graduated
from Ohio University in 1827; entered ministry in

1828: traveled mostly in Ohlo. Brief description of
college experiences,

Chio. Columbus, Ohin. 1

Turner, Williem 8. 3tory of M fe, Cineinnati, 1904%

1826- % . Born end reared in Pennsylvanla; son
of a prosperous tailor and jJustiece of the peace;
Methodist background; attended Wesleyan Unlversity
and DePauw Univeprsity, greduating from the latter
in 1852; 1852 entered the ninlestry; traveled mostly
in Californie and Washington; married twice. Important
deseriptions of educational experiences and 1life
in the far west.

Vansant, Nicholas, Seml-Centennial Address Befor

¥awagk innuel Conference, at Morristown, New Jersey;
1892, no place, no date.

------- -, Sunset Memories. INew York, 1896.

1823-1902, Born and reared in New Jerseyj Dutch
parentage; son of a Methodlet minister; 1ittle formal
education; entered ministry in 1842 in New Jersey;
married. Importent deseriptions of early life ln the
latter autoblography.
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Welther, John L. "Experience of Rev. John L. Walther,"
ces _of German Methc

in Adam ¥Miller (ed.) I

| PI‘E&QEQ 'S e Cineinnati g

1818- 2. , Born and resred in Germeny; 1840 came

to America, settling in the middle west; Lutheran
background; apprentlced to & Methodist femlly, converted
1848; 1851 entered Methodist minisiry; married.

Waugh, Lorenzo., Autobicgraphy. The L

wagig yith Some Historical hvents.

1808- ? . Born and reared in West Virginia;
scoteh~Irish parentage; jolned Methodiets 1822;
1832 Joined ministry in mid-west: 1835 1ift Ohio
for Mlssouri; 1848 left for Califormis: merried.
interestingly written account, a2lthough it is herd
to follow chronologiecally.

. O
- Sen Franeisco,

Wheeler, Henry., Progress end Development in Chureh snd

state, A Seml-Centenniz) Sermon Delive

1835-1925, Born and reared in Englend; 1ittle
mention of hls early life; converted to Methodlsm
et 15; 1855 came to New York, bsing an ordained
minister since 1853,

Wilkins, Peter. "Experience of Rev. Peter Wilkins,"
in Adam Miller (ed.) Experilences of German Methodligt
Preachers., Cineinnatl, 1859, §g3-193. | |

1819- ? o+ Born and reared in Germeny; Lutheran
background; 1837 caune to America, settling in Ohle;
1843 entered Methodist minlastry; traveled in Mlssouri,
I11inolis;, Ohlo, and Kentucky.

Williems, Samuel W, Plctures of Ferly Methodlism in Obio.
Cineinnati, 1909,

1827- % . Born .and reared in Ohio; little mentlon
of early life; attended Ohlo Wesleyan University.
Little material on early 1life, execellent deseriptlons
of ploneer lMethodism, important lengthy dlscussion
of his college days at Ohle Wesleyan; important
sourcebook,

Winkler, J. M., "The Experiéncecof Rev. J. M. Winkler.,"
in 2dam Miller (ed,) Experiences of German Methodls!
Preachers, Cilneinnati, 9, 284-206,
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1824~ ? , Born and resred in Germanys Romen
Catholic baekground; 1846 converted to Methodism} .

1845 came to Ameries, settling in Chio; 1845 entered
minlistry. |

Wltten,; Robert R, ioneer Methodism iIn Missourl snd the
M gsiﬂ_ of Method sny A Semi-Centennial Sermon
L i ; : : u : = -

T

8eph, Vissourl, October 7, 1006, to iBish 15 raded

Srief Cutlines of His Ancestry, Reliriouf I nerlences

Ei‘L vo The Ministry, Ni1itary Fxperiences, and other
averesting tvents of His Iife. sSpringfield, 1906,

1831-1911. Born in Tennessee, reared in Missouri;
Germen boekground; son of e Methodlst minister:
attended Grand River Cellege in Migsourl; sradusting
in 1855; .entored ministry in 185853 fraveled in New
York, Mlssouri, Chioc, Mexico, aund Kengas; married:
very deseriptive, short ani conelse secount.,

Wood, Jobn Allen, "Testimony of Rev. John A, Woed." in
Phoebe Palmer (ed.)  Plonser Experien v |
New York, 1868, 346«350, | "

1828« ?  Born and resred in New York; son of

& predperouc husiness man; Methodist baeckgrounds
attended & private acedemy; 1850 entered ministry;
traveled in Vermont, New York, Pennsylvania, and
Messachusetis; merried twice. Latter autoblography
ie en lmportant sourcebock; former is & short
gkelch, containing mostly religious experiences.

Woolsey, Flijah, The Supernumarar%g ors Lights and
adows of Itinerency, Compiled From Pepers o
' ah Yoeolsey, CGCeorge Coles (ed.)e New York,

1771-1850, Born and reared in New York state; Bon
of a poor farmer; Presbyterian background; little
mention of education; 1793 Joined Methodist ministry;
traveled 1n New Yorlk, Canada, Pennsylvaenila, and New
Jarsey; nmerried.

Woodard, S5tephen Crawford. "Reminiscences of the Early
Itinerancy." in Michigan Ploneer and Historiea

F‘-Iggiﬁtﬁ" _GG;;GCtiO;}ﬂ; “J’, : gg 553"‘5 Q,

1819«1893%, Born in New Yerk: at seventeen eame with
femily to Michlgen; converted to Methodlamy 183C;
little mentlon of eduestion; 1840 entered ministry
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in Michigan; married. Short, deseriptive, auto~
biographical sketch, '

wunﬂarlieh¥ Erhardt. "Ixperlence of Rev.
lich." in Adam Miller (ed.)

Methodigt Proaghers, Cincinnatiy ]

1830-1895, Born and reared in Germany; Luthersn
bagkground; 1849 gcame to Ameries, settling in Ohlo}
1849 Joined the Methodist gchurch; 1853 joined the
ministry in Ohloj well-educzted in Germany.

=T

Wyatt, Williem., The Life and Sermons of Rev. Will
Wyatt of the Wyoming Conference, VWrltten by Himself.
K%Eany, New York, igﬁg.' | |

1812-1879+ Born in New York, reared in lower
Canade; Inglish and French ancestyy; ilethodlest back-
ground; very little formal educetion; 1833 entered
ministry, traveled in Pennsylvenis and New York;
married; important soureebook.

York, Brentley, "The Autoblography of Rev. Brentley

Yorks" in The John lLewson Monographs of the Trinity
Collegze Historical Soclety rham, North Cerolina
Yyol. I. Durham, North Carolina, 1910,

1805-1891., Born and reared in North Carolina;
English parenteage; son of a very poor farmer; Baptist
backeground; 1831 Jjolned Methodiste; very little
formal edueatlion; 1838 Jolned the ministry in Nerth
Carolina; married twice; lmportant descriptiona of
early life in the south.

Young, Dan. Autoblography of Den
Preacher of the Olden Time. We Py 8T
Hew York, 105060,

178%= .92 + Born and reared in New HampBhire;
Inglish ancestry; non-religious femily; 1798 Joined
Methodists; 1804 joined ministry; traveled throughout
llew Inglend; married. Attractively written, much
information on the beglnnings of Methodism in New
tngland and its trials and tribulations. Good
deseriptions of eariy l1life; studled at Dartmouth,

but didn't graduste.

Young, Jaeob. Autoblography of & Ploneer; or, Hativit
Lxperience, Trave and. Ministerial LebDOrs of ReV.
acob Y

8
oung, with Tﬁcidan@s dbaePVations. and
Reflections., Cinelnnatl, TEST.

riekland (ed,)
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1776-1849. Born in Pemnsylvenis, reared in Kentueky;
gon of a poor farmer; Presbyterian and Anglican
background; 1795 Jolned Methodists; 1801 joined the
minlatry; treveled in Tennessee, Kentucky, end Ohlo;
merried; little eduecation other then the tesching

of kis mother, Important deseriptions of a2 self-
educaeted ploneer Methedlet preacher,

Gs Sunglementagz sources

"Catalogue of Methodlet Genersl Biblicsl Imstitute, Conecord,
New Hempshire, for 1849 (2)" in stephen M. Vaill.
i al Edu pthodlst Episgopal

d Rducatlon Up To 1 New York, 1928.

: Gonfeprance Jouruals of the Methoedist Ipiscopal
ureh, scatiered volunes.

Harmon, Nolan B, The Crpanization of the Methedlagt

Shewmaker, wWilliesm Orpheus. "The Training of the Ministry
of the United 3tates of Americe Besfore the Egtabe-

lishment of Theologlcal Seminaries." Eapers o% the
)& v of Church [istory, second series,

Sweetl, Williasm Varren.
LV: The Methodlats:

Methodi
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ABSTRACT

The ammownt of auboblographical materisl in
the field of Amerlcan lMethodimm during the years
1790 to 1060 1s particularly abundant, These many
volumes are rich In rorsonsl primary materiesl of
greet Interest to the historian, From those personal
narratives one can cerefully assemble much information
conceyning the background and education of the Mebthodist
minister in the United States.

The clorgy of the lMethodlst Ipiscopal Chuweh during
the first half of the nineteonth contury was recruited
from no peculiarly pious clerical ¢lass of soclety. The
vast Mothodlist clergy congisted of a conglomeration of
all sorts of /mericans, The call to preach the Methodisgt
gospel come not only In crowded centera of population,
but alse on ths Trontiers not only to the wealthy and
cultured, but even more predominently to the poor, neglected,
and unlearned classes of society.

The pioneer Methodist preachers enjoyed a normal,
active youth, Thely childhood was active and exciting,
not stald and pious as one nmight expect., Their youth
was filled with "fun and frolie, mischief and meammess,”
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The pioncor Methodist preacher thirsted for
education, This is a phase of pioneer Hethodimm,
denominationally and individually, which has been
grossly misrepresented in many studies in the history
of Amorican Methodimm, It is true that the Methodist
clergy was poorly educeted whon compared with cortain
other denominations; yet, in spite of the difficulty
of socuring books and the lack of good oducational
institutions and qualified instructors, the pioneer
Mothodist circuit riders were surprisingly well
educated. Thore were, however, a fow Mothodist preachers
who 444 onjoy the best educational advantages which
early nineteanth century Anorica offered,

The ploncer Methodist preachors smergod from
8 varioty of religlous backgrounds, ranging from staunch
Roman Catholicism to outright atheimm, Most of the
preachors were products of evangelical Frogestant
groups; most cnjoyed a falr amount of religious training
in the home, Many of these men early developed a rich
poeracnal religious life.

Their Saviourts comendaent: "Go ye into all the
world end preech the gospel to every croature” was
literally interpreted by the pioneer Mathodists, Upen
spiritual conversion, the climax of their early religious

development, & new task bocame theirs: "Woe iz me I I

proach not tho Gospelg™
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The Pioneor llethodist proachors had no formal
theologiecal tralning. Some of them, however, woere well
propared for the minlstry, while others had little
Imowledge oven of Inglish grammar end comuon aritimetic,
Through practvical oxperience ﬁldar the junior-genior
preacher sysbem and by intenpe self-atudy of a course
of reading prescribed by the various conferences, these
young recruits recelived thelr minigbtorial training,

They studled theology in "Brugh College® and were traindd
under the professorship of Wesley, Fletcher, and Clarvke,

Ag Yothodism matured, the dogivability of formal theological
training was incressingly rocopguized. By 1855 two
theological seminaples of the lethodisgt lipiscopal Chureh
‘had been founded in the United States, one in llow England
and the other in the lMiddle West,

By 1790 the Methodist Ipiscopal Church in America
had been firmly estebligheds In the last analysis, how-
aver, tho continuance of the Church and the vitality of
1ts spirit dopended upon the mdreds of ministers which
led tho Church during these trylng years of exvenslon,
These ministors played a vital role in the growth and
dovoloment of one of the largest American Pr&tes.t&:rb
donominctions., Thoy succeeded in presonting Scriptural
truths in a simple, oppoaling manmers they trenslated
the forms of religion into personal experience; they
provided leadership Tor each congropgation and egongolation

for every momber,




