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No. 2.

THE OPIUM TRATFIC,

AND ITS USE IN OUR COUNTRY.

The opium traffic, and all the attendant evils arising from the habit
of smoking and chewing, are so rapidly on the inerease in the United
States, that the Friends of New England have believed it right for them
to call the attention of their countrymen to the subject.

The pamphlet upon the subject is of recent issue, and is sent with the
hope that it will be carefully read and well considered, and I am willing
to believe that every good man, having the best interest of his country at
heart, will avail himself of the information given to do what he can in
creating a public sentiment against the use of opium, unless as a prescribed
medicine, and then it ought to be used with the utmost care or.a habit
will be formed hard to relinquish, though attended with lamentable results.

A little more than one hundred years ago, the habit of chewing and
smoking opium was very limited, but its steady growth has been such,
that fiffy chests of 133 1-3 pounds each are now used where one wasg a
century ago. JFrom a few Chinamen who ate and smoked opium in the
last century, the number has increaged to about 2.000.000.

As rapid as was this inerease the evidence is in favor of its being
more rapid, at this time, in our own country. _ :

In 1876, 228,742 pounds were brought into the United States, and
during the fiseal year ending in 1880, 553,451 pounds were imported, mal-
ing an increase but little short of 140 per cent. in four years.

H. H. Kaxp in his hools on opinm smoking, informs Jis that the fivst
white man in America began smoking in 1868 and it is believed that now

more than 6000 American men and women indulge in thig pernicions habit.
Im all our large cities may be found opium dens, kept and patronized by
American-born citizens. .
E. In this pamphlet from which these statistics are taken, more of like
import may be found that exhibits an alarming growth of this evil,

The opium dens in the chief cities of New York are becomine com-
mon and their patrons are on the increase, making the evils of opiu; eat-
ing and smoking so apparent as to induece a commendable action on the
part of the State to remove these dens by legal enactments.

Wishing to put these pamphlets into the hands of intelligent men and
women who help to form public opinion, I will take it as an act of kind-
ness to receive the address of such, with their profession or calling, that T
may send them a copy.

Information from any one who may have a knowledge of the sad
effect of opium eating or smoking, will be very aceeptable to me.

B. F. KNOWLES,

South Manchester, Conn.
10th mo. 23vd, 1882, e
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OPIUM.,

The t’ollowing i8 & minute of the

r . Representative Mecting of the
Yearly Meeting of Friends for

decd New England, at a meeting of that body
held in Providence, R. L, 20d Mo. 1st, 1882 -
- A8L looz

1 The Cﬂlnm'
1 1tte H 1 1
. 6] ll]'lder elpp()llltment 1'ellltr1'f'e LO Lll(-} i’-l'ﬁ,”bl('. il] unc ]
UEC O i ! -
'[ Oplum M our aWn al'ld f'ureigll UOUHtl'iCS

has been read.  The subj

is authorized to prep:

, presented a report which
ect elicited much Interest, and our Committec
are the statenent now

: presented for the press, and
to procure the printing of 500 e I r the press,

for publie cirenlation.”

A true copy.
HENRY T. WOOD,

New Beproro, 4th Mg, ORE

20th, 1889,

We have publ

ished ; i

! the statement referred to in the foregoing

minute pursuant to the directiong o
5 g

tained in the fo ven therein, and the same is con-
amed 1n the fi ing I
ollowing Pages.

On behalf of the Commitice

AUGUSTINE JONES,

Provibexes, RR. L., 4th Mo, 24th, 1852 e
i 2.

THE TRAFFIC IN AND THE USE OF

O F I M

IN OUR OWN AND OTHER COUNTRIES.

The attention of Friends in New England has been
recently called to the alarming increase in the use of
opium in China, the United States and other countries.
Friends in England, with other Christian denomina-
tions, have for several years labored earnestly to arouse
the people and government of that country to their duty
respecting the traffic in opium between British India
and China.

We helieve that the time has fully come when the
Yearly Meeting of Friends for New England should
exert its influence, not only for the encouragement of
those who are engaged in this philanthropic work, but
also in the discharge of its own duty and responsibility,
as a branch of the Christian Church.

The opium poppy is a native of Persia, and probably
algo of the south of Eurvope and Asia Minor. It is
largely cultivated in those countries, and also in Egypt,
Arabia and British India, for the sake of its opium.

Dr. Joseph Hooker thus describes this process :—
“The capsules are sliced in February and March with
a little instrument like a saw, made of three serrated
plates tied together. From the incisions made by this
instrument the opium oozes out as a milky juice, which,
as 1t dries, becomes a soft, brown, sticky paste; each
morning this paste is scraped off by means of small
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shells, and collected intq jars, the contents of which are
aft?rwards made into halls of about half a pound
Welght; t.hes_(_e are often coated with the seeds of some
species f)f rheum or rhubarb plant. The halls are
backefi 11_1to chests and exported to other countries.”
It is Important to consider first the opium  tra e
})etween India, China and the East, because this is
hich th i _Dene:muy are very fond of opium,
E;ke o ﬂey fsl:ﬂO]\e.Wl-th t.h_elr‘toba.cco, or alone, and
ik he form of pills. Tt is said to have greater
1}1;' ?’;(els':«tlfzgcf&“te] O‘ver them than oI the inh :-L'I}i_’f,m"lts
vice in Chi HELICH: Dl‘unkenm.\ss is not a national
greater at,tll‘;léizozlleg 1]1(‘1\?0 no wine—hbut opium has
in the world, an 18 ot them _t-]la.n for any other people
selves, the :aﬁecct . fthe 'ﬁest-lmouy of Chinamen them-
health, and to mllilo opium are very destructive to
Chinese ogve k 1e better part of man’s nature. The
i € government hag opposed the traffic from its
meeption.
2 Kast A
and in 1776 the expo;t-; 1(13(‘ tt?&ﬁelfor the drug increased,
Warren Hastings heine 'lt(L’fh GE t'OOU chestf,' per annum,
of Ithe company in Ill(icl)i?; at time the highest officer
n 1781 he chartarad \
selling opiam m%ﬂ;:ﬁ;ei};';c;’essel).for 'the pur.pose of
non and soldiers, thus} beﬂin);":r e e “.rlth il
ginning the trade with foree

and violence, as i has ever since ]

g m two opium ways,

In 1820 the number o¢
T o g i
and in 1833 to 20,000 :L)lf} e ey

nually,
The consumption of 0 :
present century from 9

been carried on, result-

piam has grown slowly in the
00 %0 100,000 chests yearly.
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In 1834 the business passed out of the hands of the
East India Company. It is at present a traffic which
bears immense profits, gives great fortunes to numbers
of merchants, and furnishes the British Government
with a large portion of its Indian revenue.

The Queen’s Government itself is the producer. It
provides land, lends money to the cultivator, receives
and stores the whole amount grown, and disposes of it
by auction at periodical sales in Calcutta, to merchants
who export it to China, and the proceeds of the sale
are paid into the Imperial Treasury. From a recent
Parliamentary Blue Book on the Progress and Condi-
tion of India, we learn the net opium revenue for 1871-
72 amounted to $38,286,065. The number of chests
sold being 88,789. (A chest contains about 1333 -
pounds.) This includes 49,455 chests produced in
Bengal and sold in Calcutta at $695 each, the net profit
on each being $450; also 43,909 chests produced in
Malwa, a native state in Central India, and exported
from Bombay, paying a tax to the British Government
of $300 per chest.

The Inspector General of the Chinese Maritime Cus-
toms calculates-that there are in China 1,000,000 smo-
kers of Indian opium, who spend nearly $85,000,000
per annum, and that all the smokers of opium in that
country would number at least 2,000,000, at a cost for
opium of at least $125,000,000 annually.

The Archbishop of York said in a recent speech :—
“The state of the matter is this, that the Christian
nation of England has been in the past continually
engaged in enforcing an unwilling nation to purchase
great quantities of poison, which it has grown for them,
and has not scrupled to go to war even to enforce what
I must call an iniquitous trade.
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Now ine g
1 he;ghat being so, I do say that we cannot hold up
cads among t : : -
e ]_1[1, g ﬂ]]e nafions of the world, if, when
ttent as once 1 dir .
G ¢ been directed to this matter, we
allow 1t to slumber and sleep. * # * =
It makes ik . :
o s the Queen herself, who is now the sovereign,
> Empress of India, responsible * # * % for
poisoning the people, for destrovi )
and morally 1dfl > for destroying them physically
o 470, and lor corrupting a whole nation that is
W( y o protest against the corruption AR
e say that it is : - e
say t.h";dt itc t e 0N thing from first to last. We
et ‘l‘hea,thls o disgrace and a shame to this country
4t a i
S o nzlt] tl—"‘eople should have to ask us to hold our
e s .a Ohivia t'o force the opium upon them, and that
hands and W-t}]m]-l people should refuse to hold our
S ol "
deadly dru & T{ne and sword make them take this
Y 8- —The Friend of Ohina, vol. 5 1
Canon Stowell said g4 W , vol. 5, p. 16.
. ; same meeti ooe
troversy is between the h ltlmnc penge - gl
of Christian philanthrop; (‘aca. D
politician and finane; pte ad the special pleading of
long run the forn ancler, and he was sure that in the
: mer k' i e ta T . .
case of the sla vould prevail as they did in the
ave tl‘&dQ’ .IJY ]_eo‘is]_ t' ]
An Anti-Opium Society : gis'ation.
following statement of tly o e, L g
the people arising from te corruption to the morals of
; 0 Oy 5 .
now scarcely a hundp prum: “ From Kieulung until
deterioration of co ldred years have elapsed, but the
during all that pe - on morality has been incessant
COlTlp'u"ttiv{T fl riod. Tn out-of-the-way places, where
ara o] v b : H L ‘ £
still not n-one}e e:? smoke, the virtue of former ‘:imes 18
vohistia Sl‘?lo[ utirely, hut in cities and marts of trade
e prev : ;
prevalent, the corruption of

: {1INg 18 mop
morality is notori I 1
18 notorious, [ aj
: uman affair

to one consummation of fal 8 are hastening on

: Ibehood and hypocrisy, and
e bk i
rack.”  This same heathen

i

society calls the attention of Christian England to the
teaching of its own Scriptures in the following words :
« The New Testament says, ¢ Whatsoever ye would that
others should do to you, do you to them. TIs it possi-
ble that this instruction of the Saviour has not reached
the ears of your honored countrymen 77

On the 13th of 9th Mo., 1876, the Chinese Gov-
ernment, unable to induce the Government of England
to consent to their prohibition of the importation of
opium, attempted to make a treaty known as the
« Ohefoo Convention,” a provision of which would im-
pose a heavy duty at the port, and to a great extent
prevent smuggling and limit the quantity imported.

England’s plenipotentiary agreed, and the treaty was
signed. Five years have elapsed, the Chinese have
fulfilled the provisions of that treaty on their part, but
England has not ratified it, and probably will not,
although she is morally hound to do it. It is claimed
on the part of England that the Chinese are not sin-
cere in their protest against the importation of opium,
that thelr real wish is to raise all the opium in that
country for the profit of home production. On the
other hand it is claimed that the raising of opium in
China is permitted with the purpose, if possible, of
first destroying the foreigh traffic, and then its use
altogether. It is admitted that China has been con-
sistent in pressing her protest against opium in her
treatios with all countries from first to last. She has
recently concluded two treaties of the highest impor-
tance, the one with the United States, the other with
Russia, and by both of these treaties alike the impor-
tation of opium is prohibited. She failed to secure the
like provision in her recent Brazilian treaty, it is said,
through British influence.
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The Grand Secretary, Li Hung Chang, says: “I
may take the opportunity to assert here once for all,
that the single aim of my government in taxing opium
~will be in the future, as it has always heen in the past,
t10 repress the traffic, never the desive to galn revenue
_h-“om such a source.” He further says on another occa-
ston: “My government ig impressed with the necessity
of making strenuous efforts to contr
hefore it overwhelms this whole
treaty with the United States con
1tory clause against o
the broad pr
will prev

ol this flood of opium
country., The new
‘ taining the prohib-
aoe plam encourages the helief that
: }Ilcqﬂes of justice and feelings of humanity
. ail in future relations between China and west-
ern nations. My government will take effective meas-
e tO. Cl‘lfo}.ce the laws against the cultivation of the
POPPYm C‘I?ma, and otherwise check the use of opium.”

The British minister ot Pekin for a qu&rfer of a éen t-
ury, says: “Itis to me vain to think otherwise of the
Racio s .dl.‘ug in Ching than ag of a habit many times
i Penmfmu_sﬂ hationally speaking, than the ein and
whlske.y drinking which we deploreo:'ut home ?t takes
possession more insidiously, and keeps its hold to the
fu'll as tenaelous_\ly. It has ensured, in every case
Wlthl‘Il my‘ knov‘.r'iedge, the steady descent mofal and
ph’ysil o, 0'{. t-he smoker, and it is so far a ;'remter mis-
chlfef tha‘n drink, that it does not, by exterr?alcevidence
5 %ts C'%ﬂects, €Xpose its vietim to the loss of r
wh_lch 18 the penalty of gy b :

Dr. Dudgeon, for many

epute,
unkenness.”
: ( years Medical Missionary at
Pekin, who occupies a ohaip in a Chi or 11
S ) all In a Uhimese college for the
stud eig erature 1 that ejt ¢
5 i . | at city, says: ¢ Once
habituated to the drye evervthine i :
e ything will he endured
" than 1ts privation, The pipe becomes the smo-

ker's very life. : b :
B very e, and to satisfy the mexorable demands

- ]
50 bent on exhortation ?
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of tyrant craving, there is nothing to which he will
not stoop. In the case of poverty the wretched victim
is driven to the perpetration of crime in order to secure
the pipe. Time, wealth, energies, self-respect, ‘self—con-
trol, honesty, truthfulness, honor, are all sacrificed at
the flicker af the opium lamp. This new constitutional
idiosyncrasy, or second nature, demands its' regular
periodic dose, twice, sometimes thrice or four times, and
in the case of old, confirmed smolkers an almost con-
tinuous supply, day and night, without which the
smoker could not exist. What a slavery! none more
easy to acquire, none more diﬁ"}cult to bhreak off I”
The Anti-Opiam Society, mentioned hefore, says:
“ Finally, your countrymeun come here to preach the
gospel, and their ohject 1s to ]'.Ifka-ke many converts, an.d
thus spread abroad the love of God to men. But their
heavers continually ask, ¢ Why don’t Jou go home and
exhort your own people not to st.all‘op_lmn, singe you are
And it is impossible for the
missionaries entirely to stop their mouths. On this
account not only are few converts madea‘ but '«}“;3 “’1:016
Christian doctrine is suspected to Ifle.ﬂl‘l.ll'[l}_JOSltIOIL
When Bishop Sehereschewsky, 1n 186_9, was ex-
pelled from the capital of | Honan province, a mob
followed him shouting, “You sell pol=on io the
people, and now you come to 'tem':h us virtue. T!}e
Bishop of Victoria said, that again and again, \j»:hlle
preaching he has been stopped with the question, “Are
you an Englishman ? Is not that the GO_ulltl‘_y where
opinm comes from? Go hEI:cl{ “and stop it, and then
we will talk about Christianity.” iy _
The opium habit has heen found by the missionaries,
not only in China and Burmah, bqt evgrywhere a very
difficult obstruction to their work, hoth in the prejudice
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which it creates against Christianity and in the deplor-
able condition of its vietims. These persons can seldom
be trusted in their religious professions. Indeed, it 1s
a proverb in the East : “That God farnishes a means of
escape from everything except the use of opium.”

The importance of this matter to the missionary
mterests in India appears in a petition and protest just
received in the British House of Commons, signed by
338 clergy, ministers and missionaries in India. The list
includes the Bishop of Bombay and his clergy, twenty-
two members of the Caleutta Missionary Conference,
all the members of the Bombay Missionary Conference,
and missionaries of all societies in every part of India.

David Hill, one of the missionaries to China who
assembled at Exeter Hall, London, 3d Mo. 15th, 1882,
to tell the public the truth about opium, said : “The
verdict of all the 350 missionaries in China was unan-
imous in regard to its ruinous results.”

The section of the recent treaty between the United
States and China on this subject 1s as follows: “The
governments of China and of the United States mu-
tually agree and undertake that Chinese subjects shall
not be permitted to import opium into any of the ports
of the United States, and citizens of the United States
shall not be_permitted to import opium into any of the
open ports of China, to transport it from one open port
to any other open port, or to buy or sell opium in any
of the open ports of China, This absolute prohibition,
which extends to vessels owned by citizens or subjects
of either power, to :['oreign vessels employed hy them,
or to vessels owned by the citizens or éuhjects of either
power and employed by other persons for the transpor-
tat.ion of opium shall he enforced by appropriate legis-
lation on the part of China and the U nited States and

11l

the henefits of the fayored-nation cla-'use in existing
treaties shall not be claimed by the ci.tlzens or SFlb']e?t.S
of either power, as against the provisions of ‘thlS gl tl:
cle.” President Arthur in his recent message to Con
ement of the stipulations of the

aress urges the enforce o die
N : that those regarding

new Chinese treaty, and states ; e

. g T "W T o« =
the opium trade will undoubtedly receive o
s eiving the moral weight o

oval of Congress, thu L welght
sy the side of justice to

the present administration on

China. _ et
The following statistics, respecting the us? 0.]; 2?5132
in the United States, are 1’1‘01'1"1 the bur.eau 0 1 8 fLU niteé
in Washington: There were lmport‘ed mtolt ;,ui s
States in 1869, 90,997 pounds Bf :)plunl, v1a. Ll(jtll e(-? b
at $525.802; in 1874, 170,706 pounds, 1\? u,, . q ;
$945,23:‘4; in 1877, 230,102 pounds, valued in gold a
bgizlgg?n 1869, 17,040 pounds of O}}iuljl £01‘ﬂsn’101;11115_1:,
valued in gold at $168,718 ;'m 1?_*};;?:::?; 1;2‘311;2,
valued in gold at $556,844; 1 L‘N_-‘: f:éﬂ tl' . gh‘i;
valued in é‘old at $502,662. The slight reductio

o depression in business,
last yearis due undoubtedly to a depression In 1

: - o great increase.
but recent reports show a g Sy
78 998.742 sounds of crude oplum were 1m
Sl e Gl s This shows an increase
ported into the United States. EE ?
: ey 11108 1867.
of seventy per cent. sin . ) s .
Duri i LEB fiscal year ending 6th Mo. 30, 18§U= tlh_e
uring scal § Faa A5 f this
illflpol‘ta,gons amounted to 533,401 13011111:15, S
' : i 329.57H pounds
97,000 pounds came from £ min; 3 0hD § This is an
: 1 92.633 from Turkey 1n Asia. i
England, and 92,559 & t. in four years. In 1876
= = A A ent. | b,
increase of 140 per ¢ : 1 _ g’
3985 ounces of morphia Were 1mpor ted. ].119})860 b
t received in New York alone was 8322 ounces.
amount received

In 1876 there were estimated to be 200,000 opium



12

eaters 1 i ‘

e Wl’;}ui.of_;];s cﬁzizd States, two-thirds of them being
persons. The ﬁo‘m‘.e-—-‘ma'ny i them. actors and literary
there are now 480 U(S)[;ndlcate that it is probable that
000,000 grains st I They consume nearly 5,000,-
is over $2,000,000 ?;11. 4 lt-he mmported value of which
T e e b pay

If opium is Jed:
it is, t}ie &mojli?il;gii)lid - 1551*39 quantities, as no doubt
observes that much of ¢ increased. A wholesale dealer
absorbed in cigars "? 1th(? increase of opium imports is
in a liquid St:telt(l n‘c cigarettes. The opinm is used
solution of great i 1{, uebocto: Betig rmmiedl Sth,
A Pl‘OIllinZI]; ]Ll o -16851 sirengts.
World to have ;:;;%‘glsi = 1‘ePr)1’ted in. the New York
ot liig f'bllox;-—ed : ‘ The 111(:1‘easec? consumption of
the hypodermic syri V?I'y Glosgly the' increased use of
told me he has sol.zl el:lge. ] A single _1115t1‘L11'11ent m.nker
b0 years to Bistin thing; Ulf the:sel]11?1;1’L11?1e1'1ts Wl'thll,l’
b btinbers | i W‘w 1ole l.nofess.lon in ﬂli? city.

e Tty increq,SE] pa-lattgﬁs in whl‘:ah opium is used
diont i g num(berg‘f It fprms an important ingre-
The wholesale defﬂero quack and pa,ten_t medicines.
report that it is irtmles and manufacturers in New York
e hat o s n-o-fi‘srlng t.here W’lth. alarming rapid-
pa-}f;; Sy 1M orse in that city than in other

arper’s el

?t&temiznt tk}ﬁeﬁ’;{ui ;1 - MO' 8&’.1882’ contains the
idly in that place Wit-hi.nmolz'ﬂng L0 RS el TR
sons who smoke are not C?ﬁ-iw' lngnths, E.Lm’:l that the per-
the smoking dens which tllieese, _ ‘LlltAmerlcans, and that
cans and are made very . : 1)’ ‘«Tl.‘:lt- are k.ept by Ameri-
ture, colored lights émdy &tif-l active by their costly furni-
consumes annually 35(;7{?11?118 by devi'ces, lloany

) pounds of opium and 550
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fifths of which is said to be

ounces of morphia, four-
he vice-president of the 111

consumed by women. T
nois State Temperance League gives local statistics of
towns in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky, in which
there are from three to six opium eaters in every
hundred of population.
And it is reported that in some of the country towns
of New England morphia 18 sold by the grocers in large
quantities., It is a significant fact in this connection
that some of these towns are within the districts where
prohibitory liquor laws have been most successfully
enforeed.
. H. H. Kane, in-his book on opium smoking in China
and America, informs us that the first white man in
America began smoking opium in 1868, the second 1n
1871. Now it is computed that more than 000 Amer-
ican men and women smoke it, and that now there are
srincipal cities.
t receive the attention
not yet awakened to

opium dens in all the |
This cause will not at presen

it merits. The world at large 18
and because there is a natural

t and unseen. And as the

watchman on the wall has 2 special trust and duty,
because he first discovers the danger, so the Society of
Friends, so Christianity, holds a responsible position
where it may discern in advance the approach and 1in
part the extent of this paneful influence.

The use of opinm will in the future prove a more
serious obstruction to the progress of Christianity than
in the past, for the habit ;s extending; hence it is high
time that the alarm was sounded, and the whole
Christian world summoned t0 its duty. It may justly
be questioned whether any moral cause ever more
clearly demanded the fovee and exercise of Gospel

the impending danger,
apathy towards the distan
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teachings than the opium question, with its wide and
varied elements. ; _

The hope of the world in the struggle with this evil,
as with every other, lies in Christianity, which is uni-
versal, is no respecter of persons or nations, hut extends
its healing hand to every individual of the race. *That

was the true light which lighteth every man that

cometh into the world.” And God “hath made of one
blood all the nations of men for to dwell on all the face
of the earth.” « We, ag Christians, are charged with the

solemn duaty to teach all nations whatsoever things He

has commanded us, and this injunction requires us to
restrain our carnal appetites, and to teach men go to do
to keep the body in subjection to the spirit, to love
our neighbors as ourselves, to seek first the King-
dom of Heaven, and to labor

for the extension of
that kingdom.

Our duty is beautifully taught by the
Master himself in the Parable of the Good Samaritan.
The Priest and Levite, Church and State, Hypocrisy
and Respectability went by on the other side, while the
foreigner, the genuine neighbor and true disciple, waiv-
ing the question of sect and nationality, performed his
Christian duty.

The government of England ought to feel that the
Christian conviction of the world, a force more potent
than armies, has irrevocably decreed that it shall do

atl L R - % ” o
Justice to China, and that it ought to be, in fuct and in

truth, as well as in name, a great Christian nation. But
England is not the only guilty nation, if she has been
more aggressive in this wrong, other nations have been
grossly negligent as Christian governments, while their
citizens have shared in the crime and the spoils, and to
our shame it must be said that this is 1'10t'ably true of
Americans. We think that an appeal ought to he

15

made in the name and in behalf of Ghr?sf:lf;l?i’t;& a:c]i
the civilized governments of the world, _nnlles oft' o
take part in this common 6ausc, the' IS.SLBurmeh and
reach all mankind. The people Of China, Chri%tiallify
elsewhere must be made to Y@lme.th{}t o.JiU.I,Il wars,
was not represented in the v1olence.l Olmtlr()fweaker
and in wicked attempts to degritdf_f 3‘1‘]{ 1:}1] 1}:9. purity
races, but that on the 001]!;1'&1‘_?' }t ;le emeﬁ But this
beo Elogaiorn 1ie(10m1f{1)011; ?\trhjn we cc;nsider that
subject is brought home &% == = surely in
thel] uge of, opivm, 5 exteui?ifl-lil:ilzlii]:,u:fre no\\}: ex-
ur own midst. That we, ¢ g v epter our OWn
;Oﬁe(;\ to this very peril t.lmt ] ; m‘d-},’ '(Il‘lhteu\\?011de1'f111
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to invite the co-operation of other denominations of
Christians in the formation of a healthy and well
informed public opinion on the evils and extent of
opium use, which are comparatively little understood.
We recognize the magnitude and intricacy of the sub-
Ject, and that the influence of a small Christian com-
munity like ours can do hut little, yet we believe that
the duty and responsibility rest none the less apon us
faithfully to do our small share in this great work,

leaving the results with Him, who will bless the
~humblest efforts in His sepyice.
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