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The Royal Commission on Opium.

The Chairman stated, before ealling witnezses  connected  with
the China trade, that whils the Commissioners were prepared to receive
their evidence, they were of opinion that the inquiry in relation to China
could scarcely De dealt with satisfactorily in Calentta : and that before
coming to any conclusions with reference to China they must obtain
information either by communications with China, with the Consular
body and other independent authorities, or else by a personal visit on
the -part of certain members of the Conumisgion to Singapore, and pos-
sibly some of the Treaty Ports in China,

Evidence of Mr. I 8. Howard.

L am a member of the firm of . Messrs. David Sassoon & Co. and
desire to give information with reference to the trade in opimm with
the Straits Settlements, Singapore and Penang take about 14,000 chests
of opiwm annually.  About 250 chests monthly are consumed locally,
the rest beiug exported to the Native States, the Malay Peninsula
and China.  To Hongkong, about 26,000 chests are exported annually.
During my stay of thirteen years in China, I came in contact with the
Chinese belonging to the Letter classes, viz.,, merchants, mandaring, ete,
and I have never found them to be the worse for indulging in the drog.
On the contrary, they always showed great aptitude for work after
a smoke.

By Mr. Wilson :—My firm is one of the prineipal opiwm shippers
i China. T resided in Shanghai, Tientsin, and Ningpo, and T visited
Foochow, Amoy, Swatow, and Hongkong. T never licard of any objec-
tion to the trade in China.

By Mr. Fanshawe :—T have been brought into personal contact
with Chinese of the better classes.  Opimm-gmoling is regarded by them
only as o pleasure. My firm do business in other goods hesides opium.

Evidencs of Mr. Shrager. _

By the Chairman :—1 belong to the frm of Messrs, Grudberg
Brothers, During the past five years 1T have frequently visited the
Straits, Cochin-China, Siam, and once Honkong and Batavia. I have
mixed very freely amongst the Chinese, huf T cannot recall a single

instanece of having come across a Chinaman that was incapacitated through

smoking opinm.  On these visits to and from the Steaits, the steamers
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1 tmvc]lgd by never carvied less than 800 to 400 Chinese deck passengers
between Penang and Bingapore, sometimes as many as 500 to 600,

mostly coolies. T observed opium  smoking to be almost mniversal
amongst them, and have often watched them smoking, but never noticed
it to produce any bad effects on them, Tu our Bingapore office, we employ
Chineze clerks and a Chinese cashier, Our L'&l:-:‘ili[‘l', who is an old man.
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By Mr. Wilson.—Q.—What do you mean by saying that opium
iz contraband into Java and into Coehin China ?

A~—The importation is probibited except Dy the Government.
Only the Government have a vight to import opium.

Q.—What do you mean by the phrase, the right to manufacture”
——what is the manufacture ?

A.—The opimm as it is exported from here, is not in the state or
condition in which it i3 consumed in the places that I have visited. Tt
goes through the process of mannfacture to make it ready for
gmoking.

By Mr. Fanshawe.—The Chinese of the better classes regard opinm
smoking as o luxury, from what I have heard from them. Cur firm exports
opium, and we are eontractors for the French Government, but that is only
a small branch of our business.

Evidonce of Mr. A E. J. Abraham.

By the Chairman,—T am a member of the firm of Mesars A, 0. J.

Abraham & Co.  'We ship opiam and do a little business in gunuy bags, and

a little in jute. Before the rvatification of the Cheefoo convention, opinm
used to be stored in bond and had to pay o duty of thirty taels per pieul on
being landed, and nothing more. Sinee the ratification of the Cheefoo con-
vention the sum of eighty tacls has been added as likin dues, bringing up
the whole amount to 110 taels. I have resided ten years in China, at
Shanghai to Hankow.

I came in contact with men who smoked opium : I saw them nearly
every day that [ was there, but I did not see that it did them any injury,
or that they showed in any way that they were habitnal smokers, I have
seen rickshaw eoolies, coolies that carry opium, and coolies that land goods,
men of all sorts, and my own house servants. who smoked opinm, but 1
did not see that they suffered in any way, The Chinese do not believe
that England is forcing them against their will to accept the traffic in
opium, They laugh at the idea. I do not think that justice was done fo
India in ratifying the Cheefoo Convention. China wag given a right to
collect a dnty which was not vecognised till then as a legitimate mari-
time duty. The word © likin” means that the tax was levied for a special
purpose. 1 believe that it was raised with the purpose of paying for the
suppression of the Taeping rebellion. It was not a tax that could be
levied on fireigners. It wasnot a tax recognised by the Turopean powers,
Tt was a tax lived by the Local Governments on Chinese subjects and each
provinee had its own likin dues, If the opium were shifted from one
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By Mr. Fanshawe :—1I think about 300 or 400 chests a month are
shipped from Singapore to China, a good proportion in Chinese boats, In
order to avoid the heavy duty levied in China, they try to smuggle in
in Chinese Dboats, risking their life and property simply to avoid the
heavy duty. Opinm is more easily smuggled out of Chinese ships
that it would be out of English ships, becanse Inglish ships go
divect to-Honglong, and they keep a register of all the opimmn land-
ed- there ; while the Chinese can go lere and there, Opium is a
harmless drug if taken moderately, and I do not see why the Government
should do away with its monopoly without a just cause ; any change in the
present system of manufacturing will raise suspicion in the minds of the
Chinese, and they will be unwilling to deal in Bengal opium as they do
now-a-days. The effect of any change will be less consumption in China,
to the loss of all concerned in the opinm  trade in India, Government in-
cluded. Morally, Government will be held responsible for the loss of this
trade to its subjects, In my opinion it is the duty of the Government of
India to give its support to the opium trade, and sustain itin the interests
of the country. 1 may add that by stopping the supply from India
Persia will take the lead., There have been already 10,000 chests of
Persian opium freely imported into China, and if we stop shipping opinm,
Persia will take the lead.  There will also be an increase in the cultivation
of the poppy in China. 8o that no good will be done to the Chinese by
our stopping it.

Evidence of five Chinamen.

The following were called in and examined through an interpreter :
Messrs Lin Sin Khoon, Iyak, Bup Ate, Pin Yen, and Assowie, one of
them was a boolk-keeper employed by Messrs Eng, Hong, & C-p., another
employed by a firm of boot and shoe makers; another a Doctor of
medicine ; another a Professor of Chinese; and another a priest of the
Chinese Chureh in Calcutta. i

By the Chairman :—The spolkesman, Mr. Pin Yen, Chinese Doctor,
said that sowe Chinese use opinm as medicine and some smolke it, and for
some diseases it is very good. Smoking was not harmful to the Chinese
generally, It was very good for some sick persons. If any man took
too much, it did him harm,

By Mr., Wilson :—T practise medicine in Canton, I came to see
some relations in Caleutta, I do not smoke myself, 1 do not require it.
1f T were sicls, it would be very good.

In veply to My. Fanshawe, Mr. Bup Ate said that he had smoked
for seven years, He began it hefore he was sick. Opium-smoking is
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not like brandy. Opiom does not make them drunk, brandy does:
Chinamen do not regard opium-smoking as good or had.

In reply to Mr. Wilson, the same witness stated th
er of Chinese in China, he had been five or
with the Amban a3 interpreter,

at he was a teach-

six yearsin Clalentta, and wa8

He lnew Hindustani as yell as Chinese:
Evidence of M. Jameas Monro, G. B,
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of opim consumed per head is about sixteen grains, Of this somewhat
more than a fifth i3 consumed in Caleatta alone, leaving about 1,523
maunds, or about fourteen grains per anum per head, as the total quantity
of the drug consumed by the remaining sixty-nine miliions of the inhabit-
ants of Lower Bengal. There is, moreover, no reason to believe that the
consumption of the drug is inereasing, while the facilities for indulging in
opium in its pernicions forms are being steadily vestricted by reduction of
the number of shops for opium smoking. During the last ten years the
amount of opinm consnmed has not increased beyond the rate of growth of
the population of the districts in Lower Bengal, in which it is chiefly
used ; and the number of leences for opium-smoking shops stands as
below :—

“ Average number of licenses for opium-smoking shops from

1885 to 1890 .. 4863

Number of such licenses in 1890-91 ... 890
EE 1 1889—90 s £ -1:35

1 ¥ 1888-59 sy kB,

i o 1887-88 4h4

1 should mention that the estimate of seventy millions for the popu-
lation was based on the figures I had access to at that time. According
to the last census it would be considerably more.

I gave some statistics showing the consumption of opium by divi-
sions.  Again I must say with regard to the population that the
cstimates are derived from the figures I then had access to :—

Divigion. Population. Annual Consumption,
Buardwan 7% millions. 826 mannds,
Pregidency (inelud- . 653
ing Calcutta)

Rajshahye 3 % i 210

Dacea ] 5 98 .,
Chittagong 4 5 58
Patna 15% 5 9%
Bhagulpore 8% 5 5 151,
Orissa 4 208,
Chota Nagpore 43 i 52

Consumption, therefore, is comparatively large in the Capital,
Calcutta ; in the Rural Divisions it is highest in Orissa, least in Patna,
inconsiderable in Dacea, Clota Nagpur, Chittagong, and Bhagulpore.”

I was Inspector-General of Police for five years, and the subject of
the cause of crime was a makter of special attention on my parf. The
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: ¢ olice
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—admitting, for the sake of argument, that the smoking is an evil—and
bringing it into unlicensed premises over which the police have no coutrol,
and especially introducing it into familes, will have a disastrous cffect. I
am bound to say that there is much more evil done to India by aleohol
than by the consumptbion of opinm, and I think there is very mueh more
evil done by the consumption of ganja, which is absolutely pernicious so
far as my experience goes, than is caused by the consumption of opium. I
note that specially,  If is grown in the district of Rajshaye, and I believe
that the Commissioners heard evidence of the evils done in that district
by the consumption of opium ; but I did not hear a single complaint as. to
the evils fhat occwred from ganje, in the district of Rajshaye in which
genje s grown. It is one of the districts in which it is grown, and in that
district and in many other districts, and in connection with crime g;e1_mra1—
ly, it T were asked my opinion about the connection of ganja with erime _I
should say that it had a district offect upon erime ; and especially it
leads as is shewn by figures, to a decided increase in insanity. thz? pro-
portion of lunaties admitted in the asylums suffering from ganja is very
large, T can give no opinion how it can be done, but if restrlr:'hve
measures could be introduced in any way, I think they would be a decided
benefit to the coun try, and a very much greater bet'Leﬁt than any attempt
to restrict opium, whieh, so far as my cxperience goes i no way affects
Lower Bengal prejudicially. ‘ Rk
By Mr. Wilson.—Q—You refer to a u?wmm‘ml presented  to 2
Secretary of State. Have you that memorial ?
A —1T have not the memorial here.
Q.—Then in the remarks you are making you ave answering some-
thing we have not before us ?
‘._\_—-I did not put the memorial in ;[ was not asked to.do =0,
Q. —In your pamphlet yon '!E;m' g'ilveu us snm_e ﬁ:gn re.::f:l-\bgnt‘ the in-
come from the consumption of opinm, sixteen lakhs of rupees ?
A.——Those were figures for 1890-01 or 1891-02. .
Q.—The figures brought before us by Mr. Gupta for 1890-91 show
twentv-one and a half lakhs 7 .
A —Then T will modify it to that extent. T think it was sixteen
lakhs without the license fees,
(Q.—Are you aware that the duty and the license fees together now
amount to tweﬁty-seveu and a half lakhs ?

A ——No. I am not aware of it, but I accept your statement.
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Q.—And you thonght it worth while to put it before n3 in inverted
commas ten tines ?

A—I thought that was the root of the whole things—Dburning
convictions without discretion, or regard for facts.

3y My, Fanshawe.—With regard to the Patna division where
the puﬁpy is lorgely enltivated, 1 achinit that it is a common belick tha’ri a
certain amount of opinm is kept back by the cultivators and that my view
must be qualified by that consideration.

Q.—I understood you to express an o]ﬁnf(m‘ as to the damg:er of
ceneralising in India from the experience of oune province or even of one
district ? ‘

A.—That certainly is what T have always lelt, and that is one reason
to a province about which I know something,
The eircumstances of Lower tsengal are in nf; 1’651{0.013 the same a.lq, wc will
say, of the Punjab, or Burma, or I\'Iudr:}s. The u.rcums.tml.cos of ;1]”-{}1.01.15
districts even in Lower Bengal are all different. 1 can 11I|s1.:mce t u;n \cl.}
well in reference to two districts—Nuddea on the one su_lu.’ 'amdl . ??Stm,ﬂ
on the other. If you attempt to carry out the samne policy in those -n.o
y the circumstances of the ryots in one are
of the ryots in the other. Having
Jessore [ went to Nuddea, and iE.I }Encl cur!'i!ed El‘th t}m lsmliz
as T had in Jessore, for example, in times t?i famng, 8ot
al That shows how, even 1o glven pArovmces, the
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different from the cireumstances of
are of different races. And é
to provinces the

why L confinell my remarks

districts you will surely fail ;
guite different from the circumnsiances
been in
policy there,
have failed absolutely.
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e oeneralisation iromt districts
& .
argument will have greater force.
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crops from a trader, he must pay heavy
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Evidenco of Mr. James Wilson.

Mr. Wilson, lately Editor of the “Indian Daily News,” in reply to
the Chairman said, that in that capacity dwring the last guarter of a
century, he had beeome acquainted with the opinions of the people of this
country through the Native press, which he had had to read and by corres-
pondence from all parts of the country, he found the general feeling to be
adverse to the abolition of the traffic, On moral considerations the
people say that if opinm were suppressed, greater evils would arise from
the consumption of drugs of & more obnoxiouns chavacter, and that there
would also be a very large inerease in the conzumption of aleohol. Ay,
Wilson quoted from Reis and Rayyet, a Native paper, an account of a
private meeting of the Behar Opium-Tater's Association, at a fair at
Sonepore, in which it was stated that they decided to emigrate to Native
States, if opium were abolished. Personally witness had Thad very little
experience of opium, some of his own men had heen opinm-eaters, but
he had not observed any particular effects from the use of the drue.
With regard to the fiseal considerations, there wag undoubtedly great
reluctance on the part of the Native population to lesson the
present derived from opium, as they feared that some attempt might be
made to supply its place by direct taxation, They have no hope whateyer
that England will compensate India for the losg of the opium revenue,
they form that conclusion from the fact that whatever expense can be put
upon India, is put apon India. He also read an extract from the
“ Hindoo Patriot” commenting adversely on the evidence of the Mission-
aries who had appeared before the Commission, and especially the sugges-
tion of a tobaceo tax, The ineome tax the witness considered still more
objectionable,
Asked by My, Wilson whether he attached the slightest importance
to the extract from “Reis and Rayyet,” and whether he thonght that
there seriously was an Opium-Tater’s Association of Behar, which sat at
midnight for the purpose of cursing  this Commission, th
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conmunity in this country ; and of course we aré in a large manuer in-
terested in anything that coucerns the revenues or taxation or anything
that might follow upon any general mersure of the Government. It was
established within the last ten or twelve years. Its subscribers number
about 400 or 500, He also said that the statement presented by him
had been considered by the representatives of the Association agsembled
in committee and that they had approved it by resolution.

Q.—Are you aware that the Anti-Opinm party in England did not
ask for the present enquiry ?

A,—T was not aware of that.

Evidenco of Mr. D. Z Zemin.

This witness represented the Caleutta Trades Association of which
he wag past-master. He was also an Honorary Presidency Magistrate.
He had had considerable. experience among Native workmen, of whom
about ten per cent took opium and except very occasionally when they
were drowsy or a little heavy, they always did their work efficiently. He
believed that prohibition would be exceedingly distasteful to the people
generally and would cawse much discontent,

Evidence of Mr. T. N. Mukharii. :
The witness stated to the chairman that he was first Personal Assis-
tant to the Director of Agriculture and Commerce in the North-Western
~ Provinees; then he was Officer in charge of the Exhibition Branch of the
(tovernment of India, and in conuection with that office he was sent fo
England during the Colonial and Indian Exhibition; e also went to
male a}'rangements for the Glasgow Exhibition. He now held the post
f_rl-'_ Assistant Curator in the Beonomic and Art Section of the Indian
Museum. He considered alcohol many times worse th
had found opium very useful in removing drowsiness durin
and he thought that Europeans, especially missionaries,

an opium. He
g the hot weather,
3 : ; i entertain a pre-
judice against opinm. Tt would he most cruel and mischievous to forbid
to the people of India the use of a stimulant, or narcotie, or sedative
which their instinct told them was good for them. Tn veply to Mr.
Wilson, he admitted that he had no absolute facts o SLEItiSfS{CS. fo prove
that opinm arrests natural decay after the age of fifty. It was his opinion,
based upon observation. The habit of taking opium in excess for those
who cannot afiord it leads to petty theft, Tn reply to My, Fanshawe he
said that he had tried opinm five or six times, but was not o habitual
consunier.
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