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NATIONAL EDUCATION IN IRELAND.

The Trish Scheme of National Education may be likened
o an edifice designed by a good architect butb spoiled in
execution by negligent and incompetent builders. The plan,
as originally drvawn, was admirable ; the scheme, as in actual
operation, is full of defects. In 1831, the late Eail of Derby,
then Mr. Stanley—for three generations of the family have
since passed away—held office as Secretary for Ireland, in the
Ministry of Lord Grey. In that capacity he addressed to the
Dulke of Leinster a letter explanatory of the system of educa-
tion which the CGovernment had determined to establish in
Treland. TFarlier attempts had been made to proselytise and
Anglicise the Ivish, but only in a secondary sense to educate
them. Dr. Andrews, in his addrvess on Education at the
Belfast meeting of the Social Science Association, in 1867,
observed: < It will be found that, in every measure for the

_ promotion of education in Ireland, some other objeet of public

policy was at the seme time aimed at, and the intellectual

improvement of the people was, in every case, made sub-

ordinate to the attainment of that favourite object.” These
words might perhaps be with nearly equal justice applied to
the educational legislation for England, even- down to the
present day, for no impartial observer can say that we have
yeb obtained a measuwre which is solely directed to the
diffusion of intellectual training among the people of this
country. As regards Treland, however, the object of educa-
tional enactments has clearly been, in every instance, mainly
of a political character, The first example, passed in the
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reign of Henry VIIT, required e
Treland to cange g school £o he e
natives the English tongue, «
same.” Gompulsol-y attenda
1n thoge days, neither schools

statute. Tn the reign 1 there was actually P_ﬂssed
an Act for the establishment, of free schools in every diocese
of Treland, hut that wag g Period when invention and deS}B{ﬂ
went far ahead of Productioy, There were breech-loading
and revolving fire_gppq in the ships of the Spanish Armada,
and, somewhay, later, theye Were clear indications of the steam
engine in the Writings of Lorq Worcester; but the world J'h&d
to wait twg op three Centuries hefore there was any practical
use eithey of the enging op of the arms. Tn like manner,
the admiral]e PToposal of figq schools maintained by public
fnds—the. only gy Solubion of the problem of National
Educat-l.o 1 —Temaineq Simply g broposal, so far as the general
Population g concerned ; fo 5 1s 10t recorded that a single
301}‘301 of this deseription %5 established under the Act of
.+ Hlizabeth, a few Institutions of the  Gram-

W

iless e reckon

mnar School” type. easure, passed in 1696, rendered
Man - Catholie youth of Treland to be

The neyy
84, or to g taught y any except Protesfant

very beneficed clergyman. LI
pb In his parish for tea-chlig
if any came to him to learn the
ce being a condition unknown

nor teaching resulted from this
of Elizahet}

it penal for the Ro
educated ahrg

teachers gt llel}le. This g Simply a foclisl act of despotic
rule. Thelleglslators of George ¢, Second’s reign made the
next experiment, on the Subject, A petition to the Crown,
signed Ty Primate Boultey °nd others, set forth in vivid
terms the condition gp the opish native;s a8 persons having
little sense of religig Pb what the}: gained from their
clergy, and as being kept « in gross ignora);ce, and in great
“ disaffection to the G‘ro\rernlnent’>__r.L condition, as will here-
after appear, which S0me papy, op the present system of teach-
g in Tyreland is well calculatecl to maintain, Following on
this tepresentation, theye Was passed in 1733 an Act for
ndowing & number of Sehooly Lt own s Charter Schools—
“to the inent that the childyen of Popish and other poor
“natives of Tpeland might g instructed in the English
“tongue, ang in the principleg of true religion and loyalty.

5 '

775 the directors of these schools Etfk}l)tecWt & tb};?lcl)?:li{
i o but the children of Popish paren o 1 the
HAHE ‘?hmh no;;e m. The polemical having thus absorbed o
be adn'?mmd t]CJ)_ clte tl.le schools had to be finally shut up & :-
educatwnﬂl'_ot‘]icé of about sixty years. In 1812 Ll_le Cll‘f a
2 meclocs o etmken up. In that year there was 1ssue]tl 1
bon was.agmil blc the Archbishops of Armagh and Oﬂ-}“:i t]Bl s
Teport, Mgnec ‘yf;fmt personages, in which the authors _oi' he
with other m?PC,n 2 We venture to express ouwr unanimous
Aapumant paids lan for the education of the lower e.la_.s:%ei
“ opinion that no p : - S unexceptionably contl‘l__'v ec
“in TIreland, howey ec:m be carried into effectual execuﬁl()‘l‘l,
“in Othe.r IGSP?C?’ 'tlc. avowed and clearly understqod as its
Pk b'e ell; m’zhgt no atbempt shall be made to 1111‘111‘?1-106:
. 1eadi:}1g prmc;pl ej)éaulia.r religious tenets of any sect or
S b ?E‘,hi-igtians.” In observance of the golden rule
), s the Glovernment of Lord Liverpool dlspensec_1 a
s decla-l'E(.l, f : public money to an association knc‘)wn as the
large amount o éociety for promoting the Edqcatmr{ of the
s Pk}lcend ¥ This society was at one time of a vely
“ Poor of I]Tb ?ct(-.zl‘ In the year 1825 it had nearly 1,00_9
extensive ¢ 11%88 00[5 scholars under its management, but, as it
Ly EQﬂ : 1, that the Seriptures were to e vaad systema-
o t-!le lute 1ot:3 or comment, and that catechisms and cou-
tica'uy’.“ﬁhoal—glwelre to be excluded from the schools, it fm}ed
freverss ,JOO\' itics of either side, especially those belonglllg
i Ll}e et , With them, without an exposition,
ko the-R-mmSh -Oslmri‘éofgli,s supposed ’to follow from_reading
mischh\%_f Ll a:;el 'l‘lllzlso%iety has for many years been 131'a.ct-ica.}ly
ﬂle- Setip Iu 1875 anew Commission undertook to grapple with
e El 'u;d cthe result of its deliberations and recom- .
the ;.ml,j-‘]ee A the formation of the present Natmna:l Board.
mendamOHSﬂF"ﬂ_ﬁ‘ :'Ulle his letter of instructions to thig body,

Mlj' 1851?; ?i}'i,uciple that religion should not be mixed with
adOPLeF 1I : clmﬁ-se of instruction In a State-aided school. He
iy s ait to get rid of the element which hElﬁ‘1 JProved
thus fm-lg, l Of iew previous a.ttempt_ After reciting the
desm;{}ti;li@h had led ‘to the failure of other schemes, he
canse 1
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quoted and affirmed the recommendation of the House of
Commons Committee of 1828

literary and a separate religions
to be the intention of £

in favour of “a combined
education,” and declared it
ducted under the autl 1‘2 G(Jvel‘ml‘lent ihat tl}e s GC');:[F
Bosdiskoalel e k;.)t ority and '\Vlt]"l the assistance of t‘te
Bir b e el fl‘ Jen for certain hours on four or five
e dh 51‘ 1?11 1“%01%1 and literary education only, the
apart, f;r Suclh’ ?L‘el'rr]'B “’8’1111111_153 and ends of days, being seb
“approved gt :fu.)us educ&?mn to the children as may be
was thus enjoined tilgy Of.t-hen' respective persuasions.” I
kind of knowledge inlftt tie schoolmaster should tea_c]} '
of religion Shoulgd . leg,ful‘ar school hours, and the ministers
chose, to. the C]lild].l]el mitted tohave taught what more they
which did not inteyf .‘eu Pf i owil followers, ab e
In this way o o :{e With the ordinary work of the sohocils-
sent to schpgl witlL qu_ltmn Was .tct Dbe secured for every G]_llld
element ; Child’ren -;ou_t. any mixing up of the theological
reading,; writing m‘{ \‘"f?l'lous‘ denominations were to learl
the schoolmaste, (‘mtl ?-Ut‘hlll(_atlc in common, at; the hands of
Instruction whigljlct}iej 0 (?b‘t‘“”-n separately the denominational
clergyman, or the cﬁqélnﬂi?tg_13_1‘efer1'ed, from the priest, the

Such was the o UIg nister.
mgnt which hz 1112?&;1 Oi‘ M, Stanley and of the Govern-
faith of which tlie publi e, and such wag the rule on the
1‘:-118 National Bogyq . huf Money was so lavishly granted to
Incorporation laiq :1:3\\-11 " 1“TL'FOITtumtely, the voyal charter of
that body, By this inst?r? Teg}llmion for the ohservance of
were simply endowed i, nonb the members of the B(.)Md
of a corporation acting in t]aut‘hﬂrlty to exercise the functl_ﬂﬂs
Vested with fbl‘bitra.r; ') yle cause of Elementary Educatioll.
what they pleased, Thféma-ers, they were left to do exactly
Wide of Mr, Stay ey’ Ohsequence was that they soon Ian

faithi‘ull}‘ to hig schem\: iylln Structions, though they adhered

Set up “ Model Schools” of lmlfi; of their undertaking. They
| e E_md _t of theiy own, in which the distinction
Served, and in which
educateqd together -

1

heolo&'ieal instruction was strictly ob-

butchlldren of every persuasion could be
they also made grants of money 0

R

e

« yested” and 110n—vest-ed.” schools, where Llfal}omllllg]l;gézl
teaching was practised in its mc_:st extreme J‘.D};Ilﬁ o dﬂfi;
they seem to have left the busuwsls 0? e‘duca 10

along any course which l?appened to ia.]JPL ‘m’ its way. et

Tn addition to instituting a gystem of inspection, ;fle 1 a ”

has set up, or allied itself with, _seveml classes .0 Si-lgo;lé
The Model . Schools, puilt by public money, and ?11:-1.115109 t]tl

well as owned by the Board, are conducted strictly on ﬂe
terms stipulated by Mr. Stanley. The Vested SCh-OD]?i’: l]EI.]: Ly
built with public funds, are .vested in the Board itse ],101. 1111
trust for the use of the I\Ta-tmn-al‘ system. ‘In t'hem‘, ‘; e 1(1111 e
of separating secular from 1‘9].1310115 t_eachmg is ‘plgﬁsiet{
maintained, though it is practically threga.rded in al 2 w L.
few instances. The Non-vested Scl}oo]ﬁ, built by socie le"?‘ o
individuals, stand in the same relation to the National sygtelni
ag the denominational schools of Englfmd. They are asmstetl
with public grants but are .undel‘ private marm.gfamen]tl, an;
their teaching is such as their management Prescnbe, t‘ ::mg h
they, as well as the vested schools, are bou;ud_to the Ob-s]f‘“}ame
of a conscience clause, under the ol?emtlon of w ich no
Protestant or Papist child can rex{mm.pres?ent \\_rlule the
opposite kind of religions teaching is hgmg imparted. The
whole of these schools are, therefore, far in advance of purely
denominational establishments, t.hough. t.he vested as well as
the non-vested may be regarded as receiving the public money
in some degree under false pretences. There are, also, in
connection with the ]_\Tatit:n_‘tal_?Board2 some agricultural, in-
dustrial, and evening schools, In addition to workhousg and
prison schools, but mone of them demand any particular
hotice.  Finally, there are about one hun@rgd and fifty
monastic and convent schools 1‘eceix_ring su_’[:suhes from i"’he
PBoard, though they can have 1o possible clzm?w. to guch. ameist-
ance under the conditions na:mcd ‘by. M1". Stanley, f.ur they
parsue a most severe line of L’tenouuuatlonal.tgach_m..g, the
erablems of Popery being conspicuously exhibited o the
dress of the teachers and the fittings .Of the schogl—rooms, and
religions service being allowe.d to m.t.el‘\rgne in tl?{e ‘1110&1.3.
appointed for secular instruction. With a policy which can
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only to be pronounced suicidal, the Boar

d have actually helped
‘schools of this deser

. ; diate
iption to be set up in the ;Eif]?e id
vicinity of their own mode] sehools, from which, “rmy of the
of priestly Anfluence, they have drafted aw ay me
scholars,

While making thege ¢
1t would be unj
seb of school 1
its authority,
plied gratuito

eflections on the action of the ]1303-11) i;
ust were we not 15 4qd that a highly va ‘:l;?dcl‘
ooks hag heey compiled and published ;sup-
These bogkg have heen to great -eXt?n'ldin”
usly to the school Indeed, what Wlth. 1?‘;015 .

les, and SUPPly of hooks, the elementary sc 13031, to
. € auspices of the Board, apy 5 of
their revenue from the produc: ify
¢, therefore, good right to Sl)eihe
the rules that shall govep their management, Lﬂ-al\’_ 3‘3 s
Board hag peep In thig respect, it has failed to satisfy

1 Tl 3 thel‘s’
classes of schoo] Managers, They are the Christian Bro
2 Popish gpdep which will aq

derive ahoyg five-sixthy of
taxation, p, Public hgy

G elioions OT
Mit 10 restriction on lellgl ciety,
s : - 2 0cClé
Enominationg] teaching, anq the Church Education S
a0 associgtig

. T0-

N which ig equally bigoted on the side Pf ;.1;0335
The sehpolg conducted by these Ol‘gﬂlmsa;mve

eceive any puhlie grant, because t'_he}f"te; )
M teaching o the practice of public uf 'Qed
In thejy sohemes, and have steadfastly re -Lhas

L0Spection O control over thejy pl-oceedlﬂ?l;
{ these schoolg, outside of itg operations, m;igl
testimony 1 ¢ liberality of the Board, E}'m_
of itg Ye8ulations, A body which finds 1&"5
&8 among 4, extremes of Popel'y_asl “reﬂl it
M st g4 leagt in theory, he steering tl;l
Which COMMengy jtgelf tg men of sense a.Iof
e Nationg] ard may, therefore, be Pl'oudthe
offeveq 1, the Christian Brothers a-}ld 'g ”
on Socigt: ; thmlgh 16 hag itself lapsed ll}to ' q
ities ang hag pursued so latitudina.l.lap S
Tender § of surprise that there cou_]d 54
school w d not establish a footing in 1%¢

lestantigy,
AVe ngyey |
made sectari
stne qug non,
to accept any
The EXistence g
be taken as g
the soundpegg’
Placable enermj
of Pmtest-antis
middle courge
discretion. Th
the Opposition
hureh Educat
Wany regylay

atter

hich coul
ngl'ﬂmme‘
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itution,
: istorv. consti !
ing given of the history, i
is brief sketch being g ', three quest
This brief s £ the National Board, land be allowed to
2 | o . rela 7
and operations C,Jtem of eduecation in Ileld it be reformed ?
Should the I sent condition ? _Shm_; concurrent endow-
remain in its Plel‘be in the direction ¢ nt? Tn seeking
Should the 1‘ef01mf - diseStathhmGn,_u;uxa]l}’ led to
ment, or in that 0to these queries, we{ meﬁssioll which has
the true answers edings of the Royal C/Cimne been published
. '0Ce =5 iect. There hav
exanine the 132-1 e sub‘]GCL' l%@leks each crammed full
alv uire : Blue Boo 3 fter a
lately eng : ht derous ts.  After s
: 7 eleht pon 0ry documents s v
by this body elg13 _ ti1Cs and explanatory ¢ the Commissioners
of evidence, sta . ‘—é.lummous mattel,r g5 eeremeraivatl,
S ' . T 11T
thndy. of al th'lblugiou sk many 1‘3]-;3’ 1 one hundred and
arrived at the GO]-J'(Eh presenting no 1 ess ¢ Sl ng these, several
for they ended wi £ 'recommendata_ous. Amo T pttal
twenty-nine Selﬁ}-lal as distinguished fromtl T1t school funds
were of a practica Pie they 1-(%(301111‘1181‘1(163 1{1.11‘3(3 5 iohaol
" exalnl ) G [ Attendcls Y
character. FOEI? raised by rating; th? . L:dmifssion should be
should be par 151‘3(1 compulsory ; th‘r'“f; 1]8 i Lm\-ner and occupier
rend S at the ' ¥ e
should. be re s where necessary ; tha chool-rate ; that every
given in cqseﬂ’dd pay jointly to a E ble premises, fittings,
1 shou 1 have suita ] tiomn .
of land wchool should h . 1bjected to inspection;
i &C{lﬁ&chers and should he SL{b%bCLthe payment of
: ) Nek: : 1forced for )
ances, and 1d be enforced S
applit ingent rules should ith the results of teaching;
ingent I rdance with the result: -
that string 1y in accordan ully observed in
. only i ¢ 1d be carefully obs .
lic money ience should be ca : ;0 their
Pub iohts of conscien t heloneine to
e rights s SC]IOO].-‘:' no T o) -
that th ildren attending be placed on ¢
of children ¢ beachers should be ple o ¢
the case inations : that tea S 1ditions ©
_ ations ; S 1 and cor
n denomina ; 2ct to stipend e -
own ¢ R respec mlations, or by
| ne 11 : f rules, reonlation :
respectable foiutauo alteration of 1ulfﬁ:_ 1(”-‘9’1’J,ulhqc1 heen laid
service ; 3111? Lbl : put in operation ?‘?m . of Parliaiant,
: hould be he two Houses . Tee
laws s b hefore the . ordially agree.
s month ationalist must ¢ 1
for one is the pure edues 1d tend to place
st ; : rould te:
With all this nertliﬂu thus far quot-(.ad \Iwhnd on a sound
ry TECOMIMENQE lucation in Irela : [ a very
Every 1 ntary ec estions of a very
the system of eleme ; hgwever, to some auggebt i, SE ey
- 1nexy, oo 5 'D‘LPOT'B.- 3=
'« We come uch greater i = :
hasis. ter, and of m 5 tional Tducation.
racter, an inciples of National T
different cha}‘w d‘-\,i’l’lelltﬂ-l principles of Na
n the funds
concerl
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The Commissioners recommend that schools subsidised by
the public shall heneeforth have g right of heing registered as
schools for particular denominations, and, subject to the
prohibition against admitting children of one denomination
to the religions ceremonies of another, shall be free from any
regulation as to religioug teaching ; that convent and monastic
schools shall e fregly admitted to the subsidy of the nation ;
that‘ the G]lTiStiEl-n B].‘Othel‘s oTvIine P]_"oof of educatiol‘lﬂl
efficiency, shall also become ,st'b endiari f the State ; and
e o & shipendiarion of. the Sate; ¥
shall 1 10Gel o purely mixed sehools of the National Boaxc
no:llinwe 1?31'01;311 up. Thes.;e recommendations amount 0
0 ess than the epgipg destruction of the system
el(;mtéiiiiirdsgg o]? [, Stanley, and the conversion of Pull]ﬁ
e s in Il:eland into hot-beds for the propast

PRosite theologica] dogmas. Under their operatlol

J;hl.ar-e might be schools foy forcing Popery and schools for
Oteing Protestantism, g1 : ]

i : alilke maintained by the State, b]ut
all, at the i i : - o
001,111@ Same time, militating against the interests of the

¥ by training wp sect; ' ! v
ok S 1D sections of the population to @
dition of mufug] hostilit =

Tt ovder 6 Tanpn ctors | ;
kind of « ,t? 1(.&1,}1 what would he the practical effect of Lhe
= Yetorm” hepg Indicated, let ug examine the teach-
g Imparted at one of the Iy 1-» ot 3 et 'the Com-
Imssioners g <nds of school which

. POse 0 admit intq 41 . -aaTamIne.
Let the Wustration e tha b D pehipnal, DGR
Brothers cong 4

s o 1 tof the Ch}’istian DBrothers. T}:ffﬁ
was founded af Wogo, —an Catholic religious order W d
60 educationg] ¢ ‘ta xord in 1802, They possess in Lrelat
average daﬂ}:'{tﬁ_ ablishm et and 225 school-rooms, With ;1-1;‘
this oz;-der the;elje-ﬂ%ance of 18,000 scholars. In the schools o
the Blessed May 5? “{ays exhibited a crucifix, with statues 2
half-past nine ;iviglm Other saings, Proceedings eomumence lL’q
Prayer, the “ ol i & Moming “ghlation,” also the Lol’f-t'o
“the Father” ;&t 11{3&1'33” the Creed, and the ¢ Glory 1)10 bly
half-an-howrs fngty - thm 1 the “ Angelus,” followec i\
the day, every 4 “IOUON i Popish tenets, and througho! 5
ave to stopytli$§ Jihe clock strikes an hour, all the Pul.}l "

1688 practices ay ‘-"8.11001 work and say the «Fail Mary:
! €S are i 81dly enforcad in every school maintaine

el
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by the order, so that, if the schools were mlbﬁidi%d with
public money, the State would clearly be paying for the
inculcation of the most extreme doctrines of Popery. That,
however, would be but a slight matter compared with what
has yet to be stated. :

The Christian Brothers use books of their own compilation,
and the contents of these works are such as positively to create
in the minds of the pupils a spirit of disloyalty and dis-
affection towards the government of the nation. In the
preface of their Fourth Book, if is stated that one of its great
objects is “to strengbhen the moral energies,” and “to
“stimulate the feelings of the student;” and the Brothers
“yenture to assert” that by the passages contained in the
volume “the ardour and generosity of the youthful mind
“will find their legitmate direction and appropriate ohbject,
“as well as the source of those pure and endearing associa-
“tions which exercise so beneficial an influence on after-
«life.” The following are some specimens of the passages by
which these excellent ends are to be reached. In page 345
there is “A Chapter of Irish History®” relating to recent
times, Speaking of “the English Ministry guided by M.
“Pitt,” it says, “ They were for the time forced to yield to the
“just demands of the Irish mation. But their thirst for
“ dominion over this island, and for control over her purse and
“her resources, was by no means quenched.” It then goes on
to say that, to effect the Union, “a policy equally deep and
“wicked was pursued. In 1795 the Government enconraged
“the Catholics to hope for immediate and full emancipation.
“In the cowrse of the same year this hope was suddenly with-
“drawn, and a violent persecution, accompanied . several
“instances with personal torture, was set on foob against the
«Catholics in different parts of the kingdom.” The chapter
winds up as follows :—* Pitt, and his Inish agent, Castlereagh,
““succeeded in extinguishing that senate which had lasted for
“gix centuries; which had indeed, like all other human
““ agsemblies, often grievously erred ; but which had also shown
“that its existence was essenticl fo the greatness, the dignaty,
“ the prosperty, and the happiness of Ireland.” Here we have
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the doctrine of Secession, Home Rule, Repeal—call it what
you will—distinetly implanted in the mind of every pool,
Ignorant peasant whose lot is to he educated abt these
schools ; and, more than that, the doctrine is supported by 2
falsehood of the most glaring character, for no man can truly
say that there was in Treland, at the time of Pitt, “a violent

o 1o &F
“?ersecutlon. of Roman Catholics, “accompanied in soveral
Instances with personal torture.”

In page 364 of the same ook Ireland is described, after
the Union, as ¢l ’

“ England, who crusl;\;?l d?“?'lj o “}}der e feet.;f
“given up all hope,” and l:; E'l!}hout m?‘my, e o hﬂflv;
“and as a nation co’nstitutio ;1113 ian ? T a.iq,l
Government is defined D:t D uy :;,
i R ) 4 “a tyranny supported by _lfw..
U8 moral sentiment : « When, through pride o

(7
msolence of pow :
Ver, one humay o o By °
ture dares to tyrannis
e n creature dares to tyra

; o1 1t.is Power wsurped, and resistance is o duwty—
o Eﬁ:tgfoeoi}llufobih(fll gel_ls_him that all power is delegated fc:r
o Pl‘ever,t X fmm t};e 111:]11‘1'y of the people, and that when 16
“and the yight o original purpose, the compact is broker
ght 18 to Je resumed—ihat principle which tells

“ him th ] ( whae!

nat resustane 1 .

“ owes to him, j:)t‘ @ L; :9 Power 43 not ﬂwrcﬁy 47 3%3'{( iy
564 N 10 fids ’;Leig .

“to his God” It
: st : 1 :
do from a hang ofll}‘sti[he admutted that, proceeding as ; h

trines herg nculateq u,fsmaln Brothers,” the political d'o 4
that they are Impresg dﬂle bolerably strong.. Consideri’s
early childhood, af sclave o0 the minds of children in thf: e
all the solemy E;,C ““VOm, eight, and nine years of age, il
the Gloia, ;ml_lﬁllts of the Ave, the Angelus, and
Images Waxrd Symbols of erucifix and Sﬂlntbr
% of wonder that the lower classes in

g ;Cl’;ne Fenians, Ribbonmen, and’whit_e;
Bl‘othersco-lmtry'am manifestly trained D3
Persecuted and gppye % believe—first, that they are
Government is thl 1 o9l tace ; secondly that the Nationd
duty to @, A i Wzllji OPPressor; ang thirdly, that it is thei
Mtagonism to ghyy aﬂ F.l?mselves to assume an attitude O
Power, 1r they so apply the lesson we

compa;
and the oy
» 18 1t any caq
]Irelsmd Zrow up to he
10ys? The poor
these Christian

hbowr, but « duty which he 0Wes
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to make themselves the bitter and uncompromising enemies of
the Government, they simply do what any reagonable man
would expect, Yet the Commissioners gravely propose that
the nation shall consent to be additionally taxed in oxder that
teaching of this atrocious deseription may be carried on ab
the public expense !

There are, however, some more extracts to he given from
this wonderful example of a “Christian” hook. The children
are taught to read a professional speech of Lord Erskine’s, in
which' that distinguished advocate, pleading on forensic stilts
for a client, spoke of India as “an Empire wrested in blood
« from the people to whom God and nature had given it,” and
ag “an unjust dominion,” maintained over “timorous and
«ghject mnatives by @ terrifying, overbearing, insulting
« guperiority,” and uphbeld only by alternate stratagem and
«force.” There follows a quotation from one of the speeches
of Lord Chatham, who, speaking of the Americans at the
time of their War of Independence, said, Ihree millions of
“«people so dead to all the feelings of liberty as voluntarily
« to submit to be slaves would have been fit instruments to
« make slaves of the rest.” It is nobt necessary to suggest
the application which Trish children ave, in after life, expected
to make of a passage such as this. Not, however, content
with the highly-spiced language of barristers and party
politicians, the Christian Brothers have recourse to poets for
makberial wherewith to manufacture vebellious subjects out of
their pupils. Their book of school reading contains the
following passage from the poem Guuyeune Barre, by
Callanan—

¢ The star of the West might yet vise in its glory,
And the land that was darkest be brightest in story.
1, too, shall be gone ; but my name shall be spoken

When Erin awakes, and her foiters are brokon.
Whritten in our own time, and put into the hands of children
at a period when Ireland has not a shadow of »ight to com-
plain of being fettered, lines such as these have simply a
tendency to instil into the minds of the ignorant among the
Trish a persuasion that they have some infernal wrongs to be

i e
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i\;inged. The Christian Brothers say that this and the other
éﬂ;za%?;;cfd_ are only l}l&ﬁgd hefore the children for the
-y mﬁdljsmfh on their minds the incidents of history,
e rge ade?n'ﬂ lactl11111ntefl with specimens of fine
e et X 115 fﬂ to dflclde for himself whether they
i dem Cd s a false commentary on present

% ANC3s & means of stirring up rebellious feel-

I s and Encouraoing I 1 o I

=] raging rely g 1 e i
no . i

18. oD 0us actions aDlDllD t'h. llSh

Speci i -
ta.ugI])JetClil;liiisgzzlﬁ;ilbe'e;l i gwer of the politics and poetry
religions teashin. 11‘3 18 18 proper to add an example of the
book referved 1o ] “, ‘ch i conveyed.: In page 319 of the
of the Sou] 17 Th;@;eﬂlsv a heading, «What goes to the Saving
“sorts of thino-s—~:v;;“ ?11 0 the question is thus given: « All
g scapulal‘s——hs;re to .]fh 1?]1l Cansﬂes, s e S
" power, by ecclesiasti e S With a strange, undefinable

esiastical benedictions in its hehalf. The

“Dbody, soul, divin:
Y s div ity of the Incarnate Word have to he com-

(14 .

Ny V o

Nicated to 1f; over ang OVer aogin tﬂl
= 4

than the creation of the world. It ean

RNt

“spend the satisfacti ; .be heard and obeyed there. It canl
“can undo holtg r_mdllfiof J_esuﬁi as if they were its own, and

T i ars ‘ator i
determinate il whom 1 U burgatory, and choose, by its
“ pass over” Without, o 1% ’j‘*"lll liberate and whom it will
We SInply ask whegher i:%&g;ng in theological controversy,
s for : : loctri
or the propagation of doctrines

stich as thege that

Nab the yeq i

burden themselyeg wit]ll tfg;lztfof = R
A 11,

It may

4y perhaps e g
C?nﬁent o ﬁndp monz'lfegy‘ Assumed that the nation will nof
hristian Brothes ]?: o CWsseminating the views of the
: 'mm‘(’fﬂ Ir.. Gladstone has lately given
-0Use of Commong ; Dil this point. He stated in the
k}fat’ “With vegand to the T 7% an enquiry from Mr. Leslie,
1 Trelang, 1o and hig " 1ﬁesent ) s
ere wag Nothing m i‘s ; ]ef}glleg had always considered that
talling fop anything in the nature of

€ a _[!
Like {0 many of My, Gladstone’s
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utterances, this is of an ambiguous meaning, for the use of the
word < fundamental ” renders it impossible for anyone to say
whether or not he considers a change of any kind necessary.
The Commissioners recommended that the schools of the
Christian Brothers should be taken under the public wing.
Would that be a “fundamental change?” It is for the student
of metaphysics to supply the best answer he can after reading
the words used by Mr. Gladstm;e.

Replying to the three questions which we have ourselves
asked above, we think there can be no hesitation in declaring
that the TIrish system should nof be diverted into the course
of concurrent endowment; that it should ot be allowed to
remain in its present condition ; bub tlmt.i!s should e in such
way reformed as to restore it to the condition it was intended
to assume when the National Board was originally constituted.
Considering the progress made during t-h? ‘interval in other
respects, it seems 1'ema}-lmhle t]vmt a difficulty _should he
experienced 1n maintaining as liberal an educational pro-
oramme as that laid down by the late Harl of Derby forty
?;ea.rs ago. Yeb such 1s the predicament in which the country
is now placed. The denominations have seized upon that
statesman’s creation as the blight sizes upon a plant, and
have covered it with nwmerous traces of their noxious
influence. Instead of the public money being appropriated
exclusively to schools in which lay and religious teaching are
separately imparted, it is given to many in which the two
are mixed together, and in some where tl_‘le theological object
is regarded as superior to mere educational considerations.
Tustead of destroying the model schools, where Lord Derby’s
rules are strictly observed—as the Commissioners advise—
the proper course would be to refuse any public grant except
where the model plan is adopted. This was the understanding
when the money was voted by Parliament, and a breach of
faith has been committed by the National Board in deviating

from it. —

It is a great mistake to suppose that the only objection to
denominational schools is of a denominational character— .
that Roman Catholic schools are good in themselves and only
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Obj_ected to by persons who are not Roman Catholics, and that
a like rule prevails as to the various sects of Protestantism.
Long. experience has proved that children cannot obtain a
su.EF[ e education in sehools conducted by, priests and
mlmSt?m of religion. The amazine disclosures on this subject,
IT e elementary schools in E:Egland, led to the passing of
;‘J:a iii‘;lgigfit:mn IAGEI-] In Irela.nd t?le condition appears t(j)L
Commissionl; .1\{]3 ]; \L\il'e rendeme EhAE e o Roya‘
under the Nﬁ-gﬂnqi B i Kavanagh, formerly Hcad Inspector
Catholic Ulliver;it oard, and now a prof@sor in the I*_Lomtam
education and thlel‘gr]‘?;z Stl‘?ljg BELDAENG nou-sectaljiﬂl{
not to exa”“'el;a.te th 1{1.1? \j-ltues‘s who may he safely trus ;c}t
the follon’iollcff mrticelc L}l < side of the pmture—‘we meet with
roll of inspe?:téci schgo?ls':HThe .11111.1113(31- ok ehulrlren = tl“.xe
10t 80 many as 300 E}S[} 1 Ireland is over 900,000 ; 01. t-heyl
reading, 150,00(3 are ’areofjai‘e 13‘11eseu?-e.d for examm:;tmno SE
in arithmetic, and onll}r 1558 330”% \x;‘ltinf_’ legs _f{l};n tdlﬂao, e
oentage of “passed” in the oy .-1(,}11’ “ 1.1.'6 . t%ﬁrd
throughoug aveti St _K_’SE examined is less than at :
onvesi Stﬂ-l'i(]’dl‘d:’:ﬁ. I??s“?;ug thoso who get: through 1 JM}E
ten of the children eny, s apparent that scarcely one 1

educated. Turpiy olled in the Trish schools is really being

Kavanagh, e niin‘?l % another return, also furnished by Mo
ot 3 Tingd : e

Ireland is reason for suspecting that education 1

)OSitiVe 1 o

the propogt-ion “.-113, d{e}qmmg‘ Of persons married in England,

with marks, ig 91 3:. €Ing unable to write, sign the register

giving a mean of %gl cent. of men, and 30 per cent of womel,

(=] = T ; : ’ ;

when there hag ]» That was the Proportion in 1866, since
<l " 5 i .

Ireland the l‘ﬂtié I?a];?ly been 1o considerahle alteration. 1%
AN DERn as fOl]_[m‘fg ot

Per G
genti who signed the Registers with their mark.

}8—16 T ]_Eg N “TO;{;LI[;BH. Mf;?;.
Lhow dEe N g g
1 R 22t gy
iy o = o B
Wow ow D a o

5

4

17

Men. . Women. L'.Ie:m.
Per cent. who signed the Registers with thm:‘} Enark.

1852 an 45 35
1853 - 27 e 45 - ... :
1854 T 26 - 44 s 34
1855 e 26 = 42 i 34
1856 - 27 44 e 39
1857 s 27 e 43 3?
1858 27 42 313
1859 ... 2T 43 .. 3
1860 - 26 Fis 41 33
1861 i 25, .. 40 §2
1862 0 24 e 38 = ?1
1863 e 24 - 38 y4 31
1864 ... No return.
1865 o 43 53 wr %9
1866 .42 54 48

If this is any test of the educatiqll_ﬂl progressf Of‘ ;1;?
country,if shows that the course has positively pee.n ° :sl iv]im 7
grade character. It is said that t1'1ere - C.e rtﬂjm 1 eaéonot t-h?a
marriage registers offer no Cél'ta'm best \\.-het Lelr . s tral
parties are really able to Write, but, as Mr. Kav ana-c‘,‘ 1‘ ﬂji
observes, out of a total of 30,000 mairiages the m(e.l%gle \11 e
be but slightly affected by the e “hml 1@(;119
capacity to write is impaired by nervousness or any a.1‘m. ,001111'1
cause. We may be well assured that any man or \\I]OI c.t
who can write well enough tq make practic aluse g 18. Elr
will not be found signing the marriage 1‘6_815““*1' “'Ilth’e‘fgoio{;
On the strength of the marriage returns ib may t 1;31&'811 iy
concluded that the Irish stand long below the %nalt 11
capacity to write their names, and that t-h‘ey' hfne a?;: o
degenerated in this respect during the last t“'euF} .}e ,,15' thus

The result of the Present fsystem of teachllng 1::;1_1158101;
Aéiseritiod by an Tnspector examined by the Royal Lo . 1‘ea0];
After stating that only 18 or 19 per cent. .of -thetl'nﬂ ol e
the higher classes, he said, © T regard the instruc ;Over Sl
“Dby the pupils while in the lower classes ?810 d et):}e tas
“vyalue in itself; ay scarcely of any value, Indeed, € %
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“a preparation for the instruction in the higher classes, which
“alone, in my humble judgment, can reasonably be expected
“to produce permanent impressions, When, therefore, the
“ pupil is finally withdrawn from school Dbefore he reaches the
“higher classes, the information he carries away with him 18
“of such an evanescent character that it is more than
““ probable it will have entirely disappeared before he arrives
“at manhood, If he gives up schooling before he gets into
“the 'Fhil‘d class, he will in g few years lose the power of
“reading, and he will certainly lose the power of writing”
From this official descript-ion, we see what kind of edueation
all but the 18 or 19 per cent, of third class scholars in Treland
obtain.

A ma-m. cause of the educational failure in Treland lies in
the‘ practice of multiplying schools so as to make them
ancillary tg each denominational persuasion. This evil is
:G‘hf}? q;exr]iljzt}ned by Mr. Kavanagh: “There is a pateh of
E oflai )J} bl}ﬂllg‘ 1}01.'81 a pateh of Methodist-s_ there, & 1?ittcll
i ]qnd I.O)].Tlali C_ifLLhohc-s here, a pateh Qf Church of Eng-
. 1;1 tl_GOP_ @.’ t 1616) ench,. while pl‘ufe.ssmg abstract attach-
L ent to the mixed system, determined that they should
‘ have the command of their own schools ; 8o the schools went
M een childl‘en,‘ or sta}:\ring POil‘lt.”
St i inzmﬂse Of. ]0\'. lng accoupt .oi t.he e.llcct resulting
T e o . e igsi‘;?ols and dumnu?non in number of
g Sﬂlary. i i'edﬁcé {e a I?ut-ch auction. A first-class
“he goes away and is Su;%:(&\;’;nﬁ t: S:;';m? Sfi'd, qumdmffé
“school loses reputation Ly th -}{-‘n- 1 {Lc E mis ot -1"
“leaves, and the school o ;} © (Oclfl( e e da?& e
“ teachérs of Tower ﬂ"radb?ts down.  Second and third class
ol r i; i (‘E Succeed enc}x other, and the school
i Y? g U he hands of women, or is closed

rough want of sufficient attendance.” These miserable
results are produced by the policy into which the National
Bom:d has been seduced, of asgisting to set up schools for
Particular denominations ip Plgmesc where there was only
1.'00m for one good school, g0 conducted as to be suitable
for the attendance of scholars Delonging to every per-

“down wntil they fell to fify,

L
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suasion, In place of one efficient school there have thus
been established, with the sanction and assistance of 1.3]13 ]
public, two, three, or more, with attendance and teaching
alike inferior, sk

Tlustrations ave given in the report of the Commssion of
the manner in which education has been thus sacrificed to
denominationalism. In a Parliamentary paper of the year
1867, Mr. Macdonnell, the Resident Commissioner, says : “The
“ Commissioners have never refused to endow, in the im-
“mediate neighbourhood of a model school, a \\rell-conducted.
“rival schoof under Roman Catholic management, though
“well aware that it Lad been established for the express
“ purpose of drawing away from the model school the Roman
“ Catholic children attending it.” ,

An instance is oiven as follows in the Inspector’s }‘f}port on
the Antrim district for the year 1865. He says: «Tywo New
“schools were Teceived into connection early n the year.
“They are situate in the town of Larne, axé it i?hc samia
“building, and are on the grounds of the RonmnCatlphc Gémé?e]i
“ Before their opening there was ample :3_0-11001 EICI?OID_IB}OY im_
“In the town, and there was an afficient staff of teachers.
“The new schools are exclusively at-tended. by B.oman
“Catholics, and their establishment has Pl‘ﬂthCﬂHI given &
“ denominational character to the other schools, which have
“been Dby them deprived of their Roman Catholic pupils.
More striking examples of the practice might he given, but
these are suﬂi?zient to show the mischievous rivaley whieh tlie
fostering of sectarian schools exercises in reference to scho_o."s
adapted for the general populabion. The 11'1isc.h1ef, ho“;e‘i ;1‘,

oes not terminate at this point. In the evidence ﬁl -'nlr;
Sheridan, Head Inspector since 1858, occurs the fo 01\\ 101.;
Passage: “Tt is the characteristic of the convt_ant se ]11001
“that they are impatient of competition. A rival Scefist’
“if it can possibly be extinguished, is not a.lln?\\fecl t% t ili
“In crowded cities this is of course, impossmle ;_ uMicL
“Tralee, Killarney, Newcastle, Kilsale, Q‘-‘LBEDSJE'O‘}nf i
“ dleton, Skibhereen, Bandon, Dingle, and a host 0 %11 ‘r'tlw;
“towns, no female schools, except those connected Wit

| Ja
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: GOHVel}ts, are to he found; nome are permitted to. be
established,”
;. ?ijcmg the consequence of this condition, M. Sheridan
‘}]z‘iiilflil?ﬁzi \'.‘h 01‘11_61‘61 is alw'ays a not inconsiderable number
e fre“.otl d readily attend lay scl}t?o}s, hut canno}i‘:
Al To adiss Iflucnt those conglucted by _1'e11g1011s tea%chers.
W relisae dBI;()mi 3;1_1 net alluding to clnlc}ren .of chf‘,f:erer.lt
COHClision e E& tons,(}mt 0111y’ to Catholic children.” His
“lay schools (areo O’L“S ; What is t1.1e result ? When the
o v JeA\‘-ln.gwnshed a conmflerable lf)Ol‘tlf)ll of the
A e o é.om ?f the 1oca.11t.;y Teceive no educafslﬁn what-
i S o) *tﬂ{‘lP & he mentions the town of Ixf]la.rney,
bub 1o lay Qchool-‘:? Eonvent schools and one n_mnks school,
aiithority 7 e t;lm d he tolerated.  He has it on the hest
iy ng;me ;Esc 10 number of children attending schools
. Scho}ol ; 'Oliililembly less than that of those who never
the National BO"-u’d _ 131 ﬂl.)_p.a]:‘ent, therefore, that t-h.e action of
iy destru;ti rm su JSldlSlllg.CtJllvcut and mo‘nlush schools
but of education ;te’ ]i;Ot = v shencally Nahmpl schofl s
effect of an rsi E ft‘]ld such must, more or less., be the
children of e\ré;y ;81;3? bt 1_"-0 171:0v1(}0 schools for the
ﬂl@alogical fenching 30}1?113 (_I.enonunntlon,. or even to render
e el ‘1 art of the course of instruction.
rothal emor on the part of the National Board of
Commissioners has been 4 t;lth I SR 4 :
two masters—ap endeay m‘ flf'yl e endem"‘?med to serve
They have tried to Sel*veosll b -l IS-]'“A‘O"-BIb.MHy hopeless.
hand, and the cause of t); ]1-‘-[3 Qausa of L?I“"a?"’“ ofi" thaigne
other, and the two haye ;i‘ .:0111111 Catholic priesthood on the
other. It appears to l}el-m' b ki .Hmompﬂm.ﬂe with eac‘h‘
quite clear that the Irish people, it

left, to the exercise
5 = se of t]_l ir m ¥ G, W 17 fec
satisfied with a mixeq oil T own judgment, would be perfectly

non-theological system of teaching
such as Lord Derby orjg; Mg SR, ARl
=]

: ; nally preseribe 5 e 18
good reason to believe that ¥ ¥ hed. Indeed, there

as a rule, thev would prefer 1
a system to any 1 e, they would prefer sucl

Roman Catholin bishg;l;o;v dt.fil‘l.(}]_]_‘%illllti.Ol'.lﬂl method ; b.ut ’f,he

£ Jld'_puest,g, making use of intimidation
ignorant multitude are unable to
r interdict against any but strietly

and coercion such gg the
withstand, have issueq thei

o
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“religious ” schools, and the others have conseq.uently beco;‘r}ie
in great measure deserted. (ommanding obedience from : 8
Board of Clommissioners as well as from the populace, tht]ie
ecclesiastics have mot only driven scholars away f}‘Oﬂ‘l t e
National schools, but have obtained from the Comlm'smfmemf
the nse of public money in order to set up substltgtfdsi 0rr
their own peculiar model. We can understand _thfa yie ;z
of the populace under ecclesiastical pressure, b}w\t it s‘eeﬂ
inconceivable that a National Board, constituted f(_)l -1({
pwpose of teaching the Ivish children to read, to wrllte, &gs
to cypher, should suffer itself to be thus md.uced to p afxef ;
resources at the command of an order of 1)1;13@%,1100(51 16%(“.1
references to the Report of the Royal Cominission W i: n(-m;g
show what has been the inclination of the Irish people, 4
what the interference of the Papist hierarchy. —
In the evidence given by 1y, O'Hara, saveral yc?fu'n o
the Inspectors of the National Board, the following sta

: As to
; 5l 's experlence. 5
ments ap . sesulp of witness's e
uts are made as the resu he says: W, here people

the preference of the Irish people De & 1 and a National
“are free to choose hetween 2 deuommat-lgnaTi-is otbgervation
“school, they prefer the National school. L timlicgl s
applied bhoth to Protestants and Roman L& .

M :
asked what he meant by ©free 0 choose, thc; “]121316’:;
replied: “That is where there is not any .Pe,nalt}’ E.lt 'acst’tnce
“their exercising their own free phoice. Fc.n léel;vﬁn(:
“in Clonmel tﬁere is a penalty &t'ta'Che(.l Ly In thz
“ National schools, and the same in other dlsm.mtst.ten&ance
“ Ballina district there is a penalty attached to the‘:re of the
“of Roman Catholics at vested .schools. I am—mj:[lqyo Ge
“ existence of vested schools in the Rauy 1=q.n21311;;s for
“teachers of thich have not bee {LU.'GWEd'IS'a; La.1-e refused
“many vears, ond the children attendmg W l'lcst.ances’ Mr.
“ sacraments.” Being called 111?0]1 to gl'\-'ﬁ‘; i\,erid others.
P’I—Iara. mentioned one, and said e ]fn,e“Roma.u (Catholics
Though the teachers of these schools were L

themselves and of 11uexccpt-i.01mb10 character
and their scholars were placed under & ba :
hierarchy and priesthood, simply because the £et

and capacity, they
n by the Roman
ching was of
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a mixed or National description. Speaking in
questions, Mr. O'Hara stated that there were
Clonmel two schools of the Christian Brothers

vent schools, none of which were connected with the National
Board; but he said: “ I believe the Roman Catholic children
“in Clonmel would, if Permitted, attend the Model school
“in preference to any school, They are prevented from
“attending hy the refusal of the sacraments. In fact, it

eply to further
in the town of
and two con-

€© 3

1s only by the refusal of sacraments
“drive children out of Model schools” e added the
following illustration: «1p the vicinity of Clonmel, some
“miles out, there are Natipnal Schools. T am aware that
“ these are attended by Roman Catholics who have left the
“Christian Brothers’ schools, and have gone a distance to
“attend the National Schools.

. I am aware of one school,
“four statute miles from Clonmel, in whicl, the teacher, the

“other day, told me he had wenty-five pupils who left the
““Christian Brothers’ schools in '

_ Clonmel and came to him
“as soon as his school was established ”

the feeling of the People would he if
views of the bishops were ¢
“As far as the lower class of
“ pretty indifferent on the
“are concerned, I helig
“system to a concession
further asked why the

that they can

Being agked what
: the denominational
arried out by law, he answered :
t-]."LG laity are concerned, they are
subject.  As fay a4 the middle class
ve they would prefer the mixed
to the views of t]e bishops.” Being
: mixed  system ypqq preferred, Mr.
O’Hara answered that {lye preference wag simply due to the
superiority of the education conveyed. Thege extracts and
references might he muyls; nt, but those already

: plied to any exte
given ave sufficient to ghoy, that the opposition to a national
as distingnished from 2 denominationg] method oricnates,
Bobwith the poople of Treland, hut with 4 body of ecclesiastics

ders from Rome, make use of spiritual

who, deriving their op
coercion 1n order to deter the People from exericising their

own choice.
Of the superiority of the Model or mixeq schools, in an
educational sense, thep

i © can be no question. A retwrn
obtained for all Irelangd by the National Boaxd, in the year
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; of every
1865, showed that in model schools ﬁftiﬁ o;;i; Ow.-{.vhﬂ_e r?t
hundred attended 220 days and upwards in 1 (?nly ’made o
the conventual schools a like attel'ldaml:e “Fbwes Al
one scholar in one thousand. Of 200 atjter‘lc al_n gl e
the conventual schools only showed L-hl-epjelllt b
pupils, while the Model schools Slll(f]\\’ed tw Sit?a s ©°0s.
paring these figures with those of the olipo i n
i‘etm';: we find that the conventu‘_nl 810 lrooj ; t?le iy
four p-;,r cent. attending less than fifty { ’n) thqt mm: i
the Model schools only twenty-two. At W [t.]le %ren.l‘-—-fﬂle
sidered the mid-way—150 :-‘Lttendanceg : li,lf 4 1;11l)ils e
Model schools produced forty-one per cent.

] od by this
the conventunl schools only seventeen. Judg !

J3|'1:I f 1T I ){ ¥ 3 I(P[]].S as
101ih f t'].]e A _[0(101 |.C_
e e a teSt, HIC g1t DETLOoY ']‘L. 8} e‘ s .

i s o stablished. :
educational institutions is Glbﬁll}r e . Kavanagh—a witness
tional merit is thus attested by Mr. J;] "l favour. Being
loma : _ 1eir favour.
whose sympathies are nob likely t]O " odel
b 1 |- (s 5 . t 18 ) 7
foed, whother Bo 301151C1‘3118dc \tion imparted, he _1u313'{1ed’ti
; _ . ooylar  educat : T el
respect to the secular - espective of the
3 5 - e 1rrespe s of the
“ Excellent, if you ask me e orants, and also
& ; ) Teit receiving State grants, e, on the
expense, and of their ol The teachers are, :
; relgiots difftouliiss jm"fﬂ\'eE .t] e clementary teachers 1
€ i 5 gt ol Ulle CIeHAE o Tespect-
whole, some of the be ; "qs and are Tes|
“Treland. They are of @ tespectable class, and, & F5F T/
reland. 16Y ¢ Ty large teaching I
“ably paid. There is an unusually 2dis is everything con-
“‘teachill'm staff in the schools, and there llllel'elv as literary
“nected Dwith them, looking _at_ them d exceﬁen’s course of
“schools, to give a superior, P]-act-lcfl:::, (;1%111;311 that go there,
5 53, 10 g el v eluald o Ll ! 5
« . ion to the class o on other
secular instruction to th - etions to them
“leaving out of consideration the Olft]bctfoi: This being the
e s setons, and soclal. : o
“ grounds, economical, religious, ofessor at the Rom
. , 1 who is now a Proiess L anveving a
Judgment of a man who idered as conveylls ]
Catholic University, it must be consl lence of the Mode
Al ' g 3 . i
ich tri o the educational excellence that these
high tribute to the e ceinpers advise _
; 1gval Comimissloners < . s shall be
schools.  Yet the Roya 1 that all their pupls )
schools shall he suppressed, anc t-lla .;ﬁ])ﬁshulents where the
driven into those denominational es L"ttend‘mce much more
teaching is of a much lower order, the atte
L D I _(

Model schools good IS
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irregular, and the pupils receive, in place of a good education,
a drilling in the formularies and observances prescribed by
an ecclesiastical conclave! If a change of this kind be ever
made, the enactment by which it is effected should be
entitled, not an Act for promoting or improving the educa-
tion of the people of Ireland, but an Act for compelling the
British nation to pay for disseminating the rites and dogmas
of Popery—for that could he itg only real object or effect,

A vital consideration here arises. There are, scattered
through the Roman Catholic districts of Ireland, certain
Protestant families not sufliciently numerous to require or f11
a school of their own, Under the existing system, where
mixed schools prevail and the proper rules are observed, the
children belonging to these families can be taught without
any nisk of interference with their religious persuasions.
Supposing, however, the views of the Royal Commission be
adopted, and the money voted by Parliament ig applied to the
maintenance of schools on a strictly Popish model, wh
become of such children? In cases where their parents were
not able to pay the expense of sending them to g hoardine
school af a distance, they would cither have 4o grovwy 11;
without education, or to undergo a training in the pityq] the
tites, and the peculiar observances of Popery, Thig fe::ture
of the case was plainly stated tg the Commisgion by Mr
O’'Hara. Being reminded that the clergymen of 1] he '
Established Church were bound by law g . e, 3 e
a school in each henefice and he 'yfy El\:{aud oaih %o ma.mt-m.n
so in the Clonmel dist-l‘iut’ ile T Cll'nb :%“ e they did
A » 1€ replied : “They do net o 50,

hecanse they ha*::e not an attendance large enough to keep
“up a school. You cannot haye o school withong, pupils.
“They would he gla.d to do so if they could, bt throughout
”Elt‘ greater part of thﬁ Clonmel district the number - of
“ Prostestants is so sma that, with the av ; o B
“ don’t think the Protestant o], oh the exception of e

at is fo

It clergy could maintain g school in
“any rural part of the

district”  Being farther asked

e 3 =] £
whether the diffieulty might not he surmounted by the
it imperative to provide
“The minorities are

Passing of a law which won]q render

education for Protestants, he apswered ;
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“ 50 small that no qualified teacher will take charge OE chiﬂi
“ consisting of such infinitesimal small .mmomtle& ol
further statements made by this witness it a.ppeabmd' nat, L
the forty-four mixed schools in the Clonmel district, %ﬂ .o)_
two contained more than from three or four up to ten 1] ft
testant scholars. Manifestly, such children wou?d} };J‘(Zn eof
completely unprovided for, except at the cost Of_ flofa. }our of
conscience, if the mixed schools were a.bz'mdone?l in fav i
& denominational plan ; for the parish prmsts.F “Iholiﬂ-}wééeive—
the mixed system, would, in that case, umversa.dz 0?; T
orders to shape the teaching so as to serve th.e eI‘l’ties e
OWn Church. As respects the Protestant minou d it
the question of maintaining or abandoning the mixed pre
15 one of education or no ecucation. B b
It may be remarked that, till within a recen t]P Roman
mixed schools seemed to be in favour Wlthl -1&]1” been
Catholic authorities, their principle oppc‘mlentssOlsltoncaago o
among the clergy of the Established Churc i cousitfered it
1831, the Roxﬂanist-s in Il‘ela'r.ld Jgiﬁy E:TLE Protestants in
Bomethine i) ivilege to mIX equa Iave Teliolous
the eaz?g;illejll{{? oaf lg;?;il:-iecfzvoul‘-‘ﬂ, for In t’hosc izz‘se;;hgﬁz?z
equality was yet to be fully obtained. Tunes,Ed e ,them-
Changerl, and the Popish bishops have Chaf Q;u yremacy, and
aving achieved equality, they now SRpale }1 cost of their
claim that the nation shall find money _13? pey et tcil slavery.
holding the people of Ireland in acondition Ojf mﬁan ‘.l‘omoted,
“omising that the mixed schools t“;mfei;j%alagrish priests
and are in fact managed to a great extent, b a2 few
of thejp 1;13 11131;?;“381_0]1; we will now show,‘. t]ijg;; 5
Successive extracts from their published dedﬂlillup :uo its
the action of the Romish bishops has Pw%l{‘fsst‘ilcese bishops
Present intolerant pitch. In the year 1820, tively a plan
declared ag follows :  Having considered att'an-tted to us—
“ of National Education which has been subl%n {utl Roman
“Resolved, that this admission of Protestants t.of literary
* Catholics into the same schools, f0_1‘ the P”TPOSB]Je allowed
> illstruction, may, under existing circumstances,

‘ . otect
" Provided sufficient care be taken to prote

the xeligion of
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“ the Roman Catholic children, and to furnish them with
“adequate means of religious instruction.” Twenty years
having passed away, with the mixed system apparently in
satisfactory operation, the hishops met again in 1850, at the
Synod of Thwles, when they issued a wordy manifesto, which
made no direct reference to Irish schools, but which conveyed
to the priesthood of that country the intimation that,
“ separated from her heavenly monitor, learning is no longer
““ the organ of that wisdom which cometh from above,” but
rather of that wisdom which St. James describes as earthly,
“sensual, and devilish.” In this passage—the origin, perhaps.
of the “clever devil” theory, ascribed to the late Duke- of
Wellington, and appropriated very generally by Churchmen
in England at the present time—an objection to the separa-
tion of lay from theological teaching is plainly indicated,
though not openly stated. When the bishops met to consult
on the subject again—which was in 1859—they assumed a

" more bold attitude, They then resolved that schools for the

education of Roman Catholic youth should be subordinated
to the will of the bishops of the respective dioceses, as well
to the selection of books for secular instruction as to the
appointment and removal of teachers ; and they declared that
the Roman Catholics of Ireland had a right to demand their
numerical proportion of the national grant for the establish-
ment of purely Romish schools. Since that time they have
been the active and unscrupulous opponents of the National
system, and, as already explained, have made use of every
means ab their command to prevent its being
Roman C-atholic_ pa}'t of the population. Whether the change
of policy here indicated has heen due to the Ultramontane
influence of Cardinal Cullen, or hag merely arisen from the
Romish hiel’ﬂ-]:‘GhY fancyhlg the opportunity had come for
asserting a clmm on the part of their religion to endowment
by the State, 1t 18 one that vequires to he decidedly met.
The Romish 13{5110135 having denounced National Education,
it is for the nation to speak with corresponding determination
in its favour.

To sum up the argument thns far pursued,

adopted by the

it appears, from

t
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official and undeniable evidence, that t.he met]?od . '1m1:$;:§
secular instruction apart from t-heolo_glc.al trmmiﬂgt 181;1816 Trish
ful in respect to educational vesults, 15 acceptable ‘Oall i
people, and is the one for which money has’. b,e?n lioltljlr of the
by Parliament ; that it is opposed by ecclesmstlos,f geiie
Roman Catholic and the Protestant school, out o .cOJ:f,-mt the
tion for the interests of their Teﬁ‘jli‘ect'i‘re.Chll}‘011esli.ls :.rea.ldy
National Board, yielding to 131‘1§stly. dictation, -tl\;icted o
abandoned the principles on W]L'lf:-h it was fonst-he p]a’c g
that, as a consequence, bad teaching has taken the name of
good, and the nation has been made to Pﬂ]rl’ lllllildren of the
education, for the inculeation AmMONg I.l‘lb - Tt further
doctrines and ohservances of 11 v‘al denomum-tloii sersuasion,
dppears that sectarian 131‘013ﬁg‘mfhsts of th{? RO'T% sihool. have
sebting up a creed establishment and calling 10

L nission a recom-
: e . oyal Comimission :
suceeeded in obtaining from the ROy to receive public

: o allowed
mendation in favour of ther b?mg,auol ntagonistic to the
money for a purpose which is direct Yj;o 1: ;s therefore,

e ” 1
national interests. The duty of the peop

ol o glIRErVAICE of
lainly ind; s insist upon & strict 0
Plainly indicated. It is to 1

i Tord Derby wh.en
the golden rules which were enjoined by +holding

Tt . q- t6 demand the Wl
spres g her Nationdl e d(‘_n institations, and to
of all public grants from merely Seﬂtﬂ-l'lant]]le Qtate, should be
Tefquire that education, when pmd for b}_ i;le]lect-uf:l culture.
i e goaty il moretthl&n 1;1 respect 10 educa-

. : bed Wi - L

: Uh{Ol'tunatel}’, the practice adop : Tistacle Mgsinsh the
tion in England offers the most SErions ]‘]_,]de Dr. Keane,
establishment of a good system 1o Ire g m'ined Defore the
Roman Catholic Bishop of Cloyne, Whel}f”}ﬁmry gchools 1
Royal Commission, after claiming tlmt.a ore s explamed Lis
Ireland should hecome strictly clelloLfllllfrbt}ol.]g;\:e sl for the
meaning thus :— What we ask for 18 t'?]%sl‘l d in England——-
“ same system that has been already establishe et Fngland
“the same system that has been fol'l.l'id' e \{T O-t Put I would
i satisf&ctorﬂy, T don’t know the details of 1 e tlie
“ say o ms, give us the ov S

Say at once, in general fterms, 5 Sy This is a
[ ! : =2 2 o ol W . : 1

English system and we shall be SFFF;S_H% wered. So longas
kind of demand which cannot be easily ansy

4—#
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the religious sects in England receive public money for their re-
spective schools, their brethren in Ireland have a fair right to
require that they should he similarly treated, Thoungh it
would clearly tend to estrange the lower class of the Irish
still more from the rest of the kingdom if schools such as
 those of the Christian Brotheps were to become general, that
is precisely the result which ap imitation of the English model
would produce. It ig liecessary, therefore, to deprive the
English schools of their sectariar complexion before we can
reasonably expect a hon-denominational basis to be accepted
by the heads of religions communities in Treland. The main-
tenance of sectarian teaching in one
it to appear a sort of grievance if the like teaching may not
be pursued in another, The teaching of disloyalty, ag
developed in the reading hook of the Chuistian Brothers, is
but a legitimate growth from tle Principle on which any
denominational teaching is grounded ; for geetq may pursue
the most opposite courses, yeb justify them o one and the
same rule. In England, for example, it ig generally believed
that by denominational teaching is meant teaching the Bible.
In Ireland the meaning is just the reverse. Cardinal Cullen
said, before th‘e Royal Commisgion : « I woulg he Very sorry
- “to adopt all Lord Sta.n_ley’s Sayings or doctrineg, If I dia,
He lays down 4 principle

“I would cease to he a Catholic,
“swhich is contrary to the diseipline of the Catholie Church,
the Seriptures

“He says parents have g right to ordery that

“should be read to theip children, The Catholic Church

“denies that right.” Again, speaking of 4 class of schools

in which it was part of t)e daily practice read the Bible,

the Cardinal said: «] hope that g 000 as possible all

“ Catholic children wil] leave those schools, hecause in going to
e Church, which

“them they are violating {},q discipline of 4,
“will not allow the Bih]e to be made & mep & aebosl Dok

Paradoxical as it may appear,

&y the right whial English sects
enjoy of being subsidised y the public, in order that they
may teach their version op the Bible in
stitutes the main reagon why the C
claim also to be subsidig

their schools, con-
atholic bishops of Treland
ed for the maintenance of schools

part of the nation caugeg .

g
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- : e the
from which the Bible is utterly ex.chflded' S?*:tl;; zﬁidcontrol
contradictory operation of a law which perm :¢ it ere fairly
of denominations over national educa'tlon,‘ 11%85 o Tams
administered ; and the Roman Cfitllohcgﬁ{; schools, simply
in asking the public to pay for their non- > o with the deno-
demandbto be placed on an equal foo;m? escape frgm the
Minations of England. The only metho f ation altogether
difficulty thus presented is to withdraw educ It is of course
from the influence of sectarian Gommumt}?sﬁ schools of their
open to the members of any sect to establis ‘hatever line of
OWn ab their own cost, and to Prosgcute tvl\lftt‘ public funds
teaching they prefer; but it is manifest the

. : to all.
" s without belng glve]l
“éannot justly be given to one sect Witho

as a greater
It must, pethaps, be admitted that the State has a great

e an in England,
Hght to assert its own authority in I.relam}' til:;;uc{mtrigution
o0 account of the greater D a England it msy o
i the cost of education there ut, 1 "L;ﬂual expense of
Stated, in round figures, that, owb of & o one third and the
a million and a half, the State Gor}tr'lhut;?ird is derived from
scholars one third, while the remaiiig hazaars, endowiments,
Subsm'iptions, congregational collectmnsl, oportions are far
and other lile sources. In Tveland tlirpl%'?'—siuce when
ifferent, Taking the returns of th'e yed e et b
there wil] have been but hLttle altemtmlfl‘_ll_ows -ii]?{zblic R
of the Iyish National schools was as 10 o ;;ﬁpt.ions, s
£268’254"3 school pence, 5408055 SuS.S ce £4,948 of the
i Sty A £32L124.h mrovinc:s: of Ulster
SmJSC’»ript.icuzls, &c., was derived from b ehplic portion of the
2loue, it is evident that the s Oat‘_% \tion towards the
Community make but a very trifling cr;n‘m;s lmay, il
V(’luntm'y part of the fund. The schoo

i in
d given 1
= s avery poum
Considered in great measure free. For every I

renty-two,
ives about twenty
Eubscript-ion or endowment, the State gives ab in school

and it adds about six pounds to every Pourllitll;a;ier twenty-
ees. The average cost per scholar bem_g a ﬂl i derived from
two shillings a year, less than ol Shlmfla the scholar, and
Subscriptions, &e., about three shillings ﬁ.om If the cost of
Upwards of eighteen shillings from the State.

!_4
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inspection and central administration were comprised in the
calculation, the share of the State would appear considerably
higher, for the' total expenditure of the National Board in
1867 was, not £321,000, but just upon £358,000.

The expenditure here stated covered an average daily
attendance of 321,683 children, but twice that number would
probably have to be provided for if all the denominational
schools were taken under the patronage of the State, for the

total number of pupils on the rolls at the end of 1866 was
upwards of nine hundred thousand. The

public expenditure
on education in Treland is

already three-fourths of that in
England, though the population is only one-fourth., Tf the

denominations were all subsidised, as the Commissioners
propose, the Irish schools would cost the State near
per cent. more than the English. The Pecuniary question is
therefore one of great magnitude, especially when contrasted
with the poverty of the results that have heen op ever can he
produced under denominational management. There has
existed, since 1831, a competition between the ambiguous
action of the National Boarxd ang different extremes of
sectarianism, and the result has been the erection of o great
many so-called schools; but at the census of 1861 there
were, in the whole population of persong exceeding five years
of age, out of every hundred, thirty-nine who could neither
read nor write, twenty who could read hutnot write, and only
forty-one who could write as well as read. Such having heen,
in the past, the return for money and exertions denoming-

tionally expended, what is to he expected in the future if a
like policy be continued ?

The reader being left to answer
examining the facts which are her
a few words on the subject of Uni

—a subject which is of concern to the public becaunse it
threatens to become one of public expense. The Roman
Catholic hierarchy are extremely desirous of forcing the
Crovernment o grant them g Uuniversity, in which the
teaching shall be entively wnder their own domination,
and it is evident that the head of the present administration

ly fifty

this question himself, after
& stated, it is proper to add
versity Edueation in Treland

“On the contrary, there is no sué
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is in favour of yielding to their (11631 zgge speaking for
coquetting with the subject, Mr. G avs OF 2 % the House
himself and his colleagues, made a frankavow: the following
of Commons, on the 20th of ng.mh 1a5t,t'1n1e to entertain
words: “We have entertained and .021];[ 151;1, i an extreme
“the belief, we are pledged o the b? het, eqion who do not
“ hardship on that portion of the Insh pOPR Fe%" B ooy
“ choose to accept an education apart ‘floml' 1n1 g_m ’Il-eland ab
“should have no University open t0 .-t fold that this, call
“which they may obtain degrees ; and we av, is the infliction
“if what you like and disguise 16 as s S y’injons.” In the
“of civil penalties on account of %131.1%10;181;1?5 SﬁEalcer, this 1s
round-ahout fashion so characteristic 011-, to vote money ouf
intended to signify that Parliament O_uglf enabling the Ultra-
of the produce of taxation for the sake 0 University of thew
montane bishops of Ireland t0 .P‘?-}SSESS-? i not necessary to
own. In meeting the pEOpOstEany 48 -

. il there
. o lGal CllG]-e;

il 1o of the ecclesiast Jesire to

enguire whether, outside © tion who de

. & rula :
Yeally is any portion of the Trish -FOI served out to them
have the higher branches of .St.u(y Iof Popery ; whether
with the oxtreme accmnpanu?entsqn - duty, to permit the
the Stﬂte hElS any l‘ight, or is l'l]ld@'[' any i Of 133,1?111113 }

 purst
interference of theology with the 110‘11?51;]];,?;‘;111&1@ the ordmz_u‘y
0t whether a Protestant Govern mel-lt ljiudl money for fraining
dictates of prudence in proposiis 2 Treland to become the
young men of the upper classes Iil enemies of the cowxtLy
slaves of Rome, and conseil‘ierlile};itl:; The ¢ belief” of ?i;
over which that Government Pres®=s =0 . 5o ghservati
Gladstone is sufficiently disposed o by ﬂzﬁlizl:i;’on: are able t0
that gentlemen who seek a Untveesty 16 is any considerable
bay its expenses themselves. If thele.‘rel"iit}r grade; e
number of Irish families, of i Ulmln IclaSSiGS, letters,
Wish their sons to hecome fearnet 'T_EI in each case &
mathematics, and natural science, Wi dard, and 2 covstant
twisting of the truth fo the Rommh gg o :Eunds for such @
admixture of Popish ohservances, uhe

cation. Ifa
:hout resort to tAXAMOT
: thout resor . the
Purpose can easily be found W1 L considerable element 1D

After mueh
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population, it would be a mere act of interference and
obtrusion for the Government to set up a University governed
by rules that were dictated by Romish cardinals and bishops.
In any case, it is outrageous to propose that money exacted
in taxes of the poor—who can scarcely find the means of
having their own children taught to read and to write—
should be expended in providing University instruction for
the rich. This is the simple answer to Mr. Gladstone. A
more elaborate reply might be given if necessary, but it would
be a waste of argument to discuss other considerations in a
case where a single reason is conclusive. The people of
England are amply justified in refusing to pay for the estab-
lishment of a Popish University in Ireland, on the sole ground
that such an establishment should be self-maintaining.
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NATIONAL EDUCATION IN IRELAND.

The Irish Scheme of National Education may be likened
to an edifice designed by a good architect but spoiled in
execution by negligent and incompetent builders, The plan,
as originally drawn, was admiljabl_e; the scheme, as in actual
operation, is full of defects. In 1831, the late Earl of Derby,
then Mr. Stanley—for three generations of the family have
since passed away—held office as Secretary for Ireland, in the
Ministry of Lord Grey. In that capacity he addressed to the
Duke of Leinster a letter explanatory of the system of educa-
tion which the Government had determined to establish in
Treland, Earlier attempts had been made to proselytise and
Anglicise the Ivish, but only in a secondary sense to educate
them. Dr. Andrews, in his address on Education at the
Belfast meeting of the Social Science Association, in 1867,
observed: “It will be found that, in every measure for the
promotion of education in Ireland, some other object of public
policy was ab the same time a-lmf_:d at, and the intellectual
improvement of the people was, In every case, made sub-
ordinate to the attainment of that favowrite object.” These
words might perhaps be with nearly equal justice applied to
the educational legislation for England, even down to the
present day, for no impartial .(}]JSGT:\-‘GI‘ can say that we have
yeb obtained & measure Whl.C]l 18 solely directed to the
Qiffusion of intellectual training among the people of this
country. As regards Ireland, however, the object of educa-
tional enactments has clearly been, in every instance, mainly

of a political character. The first example, passed in the
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ti sial hooks were to be ide, especially those belonging
troversis he fanatics of either side, esy 15ho & coepostinn,
15t ¥ Fhrgii . - 11t H 2
to satisfy t?el Church ; for, with them, wit 1?11 from reading
: nish P M G I w ir 4
to the Roml ' than good is supposed to follg W s
mischief rather r 1L .c?cie{'Y has for many years been pre le with
L i i 1163 % (% : -‘_ L anm T
fie SOE]PLME%‘J} new Commission undertook to gr r‘ldl S
inet. Tn 18252 f its deliberations an
extinet. L 1 esult of its ¢ A Bisad,
s the res National Boar
bject, an i f the present Na
the sub he formation o } s o this body
[ons was the » of instructions to this Y
mendatio in his letter of ingty ixed with
' 1@\:’ 1 s o : 11 1ot Te mixe
Mr. Stan L le that religion shonld : ool Te
o the principle thd . i1 o State-aided school.
adopted the | 3 of instrueblon in a Sto : ad proved
. recular course of i slement whieh hac I
the regu ; rid of the eleme ‘ iy i
; to get ric S " After reciting
{hus sought 1- Q:cl“?’ previous attempt, —A:l N .
jive of Sk ailure of other ;
e ? 'had led to the failuve of othe
rhich ‘he
causes w s
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quoted and affirmed the
Commons Committes of 1
literary and a separ

. a Of
ecommendation of the HOIEJ‘JJG 3
1828, in favour of “a CO:]lilI‘ed i
e G it )
ate religious education,” and decle

'1-—
to be the intention of the ‘Government that the schoolsfcillle
ducted under the authority and with the assistance o
Board shoulq b

; “« or > or five
e kept open for certain hours oL foull » the
days of the weels « fop moral and literary education only,

remaining days, or the beginnings and ends of days, being
apart ““ for such g

ligioug education to the children as m:’l:}’ ]ﬁ
“approved by the clergy of theiy respective persuasions. B
was thug enjoined thoy the schoolmaster should teﬂ_ﬁl? F}] s
kind of knowledge in regular school hours, and the mmlsmj :
of religion should be Permitted to have taught what more .thby
chose, to thge children of their own followers, atb tunlc s
which did pot interferg With the ordinary work of the schoz1 5]:
In thiy Way a good educatioy was to be secured for every ol [1
Sent to school, wit 0ub any mixing up of the t—heologlcfll
element, children of various denoglinations were 0 1ea11f
reading, Writing, and arithmetic in common, at the 1-1anc}s o1
Fhe SdIOOIDJEISt-el‘, and to obtain separately the denominationd
struction whigh their parentg preferred, from the priest, the
Clel:gym‘cm, or the dissentine minister,

Such wag the intention o? My, Stanley and of the Govery-
If?fﬁ “;hic?. he 1'9131‘63611ted, and such was the rule on 1tl].‘$
a: of +w : 3 i C
o Natio\:m];c%og;g P?}:ﬂc money was so _la\’lishlylgl;l;:ftzr of
s id e unfortunately, the royal ¢ £
INCorporation laid down 1o regulation for the obgervance 0
ke b.ody. By thig insstnuncnct. the memhers of the Board
WELe Simply endoyeq with authority to exercise the functions
of o corporation getjy in t-hel cause of El;-:mental‘y Education.

ested with Wbitray Dowerg ct]lm 7 were left to do exactly
\xf:;t t.hey Pleased. The cong‘e:*luen}ce was that they soon 1-a.1:11
E.}ﬂef (Jf‘I\f[l“ ..St.mlley’u%_inst-mg{;iong, though 1;]3er adlrlerfic
Wthiully to hig scheme 1y 2 part of their undertaking. They
?et P * Model Sehogly» of théﬁ own, in which the distinction
Sff:;f n,_L sic‘a_ﬂar m.ld the,obgical instruction was str:ictlyﬁ*1 011;
- , ang 111_ which childrey, of every persuasion coul o

Uated togethep 3 but they also made grants of money

is

aw

i

od” and ¢ non-vested” schools, where dez‘lommliifazlggl
e vesi:-e hinc tigsed in ite most extreme fou_n‘ : 1'if;3
teaching wa&f 11]11&0T left the business of education to dr
they See]fl - miliéh happened to fall in its VAT d
along any course ¥ tituting a system of inspection, t?le Doam
4 adsiion 0 11]1_115(; itrgelaf with, several classes of schools.
Sy B aeie 1? buillt by public money, and managed as
The Mol 5011?0 bf;he Boa.ﬁl, are conducted strictly on tlllc
well as .Omle_d ) Mr. Stanley. The Vested Schpols,. pa‘rt'}
terms stipulated by N s, ave vested in the Board itself, or in
Duilt with public ffﬁ; ;}ittionﬁl system. In them, t-’he rule
frugh: for thouse O1 + from religious teaching is meessedl,y
of separating SGC.L; fL.'t is practically disregarded in all but a
maintained, 1;.110}11g 5 ]iirall-\restecl Sehools, huilt by_sometsz_ or
few inst-d_uces-_ .11115311 th.e same relation to the National sgﬂen&
individuals, sif-a.ur; 1111 seissolaict Brglend, . They are aSDISi-el
ag the chlfﬁll'llllﬂLlOl ‘bUI.t are under private mnnagjament-, anc
with 1)11]3119 gu}uts ¢h as their managers prescribe, though
their teaching 1;5 Sllecitgd schools, are hound to the observance
they, as wezll ast 161 11;56 under the operation of whlich no
of a conscience ¢ (lt! il e rerosin present while rt—ilhe
lJroi;estaﬂt‘ or Pﬂ?llirrious fesching is bifog rparted, fMhe
OPPO'“"it'G,klwJL Of1ll§012 are, therefore, far in advance of lnlll‘elj_f
whole of 1—,1.1:386 Sbltab‘lislu;lents, though the vested as well as
demmimmonail % Lhe regarded as receiving the publie money
i non_%ﬁt?f \]wjla?u(iel‘ false pretences. There arve, al‘iO,_lll
in some degl_b L 1}1 y National Doard, some agricultural, in-
connection with t 1(:._ e-,é.hools in addition to workhousc.a and
dustrial, and e\relulic’n'nue &EJ them demand any particular
prison SChROls’ }mthm\é are about one hundred ﬂ}lf} fifty
A P 7 th schools Teceiving subsidies from juhe
monastic m}d O]O m—ec-m Yo 0 possible elaim to 5110]{_ﬂ3315t'
Board, though they dﬁions named by Mr. Stanley, tor th_ey
agn dider th-e 0031 ¢ line of denominational t-§301111{§> the
pursue mOSE Sm‘ ?1 heing couspicuonsly exhibited in Lh?
emblems of 1-0%811-1{ s ale fittings of the 50110?1—1‘001113; md
dress of the t(;;.r-lﬂ wia;im allowed fo intervene in t-he: 1110?1-‘:
religi.mls 1Sfecln;\'l tsceecuh.r :'Lc;'lstructiml. With o policy which can
appountet ARt




~diseretion,
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only he ny < £ . :
%lj 'tlb pronounced suicidal, the Board have actually helped
vicfo'{f) Offtllns description to De set up in the immedate
nity of their ow S S i
i pﬂg L{ t'leilil own model schools, from which, with the aid
estly influence, they Jav ] : of the
) wve drafted away many o
scholars, ; J y
While mals :
it woul‘e[ %ml&m.g these reflections on the action of the Board,
set of qccl ] F”JuSt Were we not to add that a highly valuable
8 school books Jra« : e A e
e 'llltholit(,j-bUOLS has been compiled and published under
plied orat \t These Dooks have been to great extent SuP-
grant ost;b:lild?us]y to the schools, Indeed, what with building
Feid) sldies, o . z
Ireland, whiep, ,-‘1 i F"{PPIY of books, the elementary schools 11
: are under the 3 Toare R ne]
S e auspices ard, appear
derive ahout i pices of the Board, apy
taxation, T = .
the tuleg thilte ]iuhhe have, therefore, good right to specity
Doard has hee .NH govern their management. Lax as the
: e In 18 e o g N
classes of schog] 1y b leaPECt’ it has failed to satisfs L“WO
2 Popish ordey 1.-ﬂmg(‘:1‘-‘:‘. _They are the Christian Brothers,
denominatio 11“- 710}1.\\:1][ admit no restriction on religious O
an as-‘so.cj( q{‘ 1 teaching, and the Church Fducation Societys
t-eSt-antjqi:nmnT“rhmh 15 equally higoted on the side.of Pro-
have n;vér | h‘? schools conducted by these mg'nnisatiolls
made.sectq—pi,ibe?ed any public grant, because they have
sine qud, -J:Or;;i; Eﬂc}lmg or the practice of religious rites 2
their gc . ;
to accept any ins elrt,':’dl@mes, and have steadfastly rcf}lsed
The existence of 111) €lon or eontrol over their proceedings:
be taken ag 5 testillifse schools, outside of its operations, may
the soundness of _En}r to the liberality of the Board :}.nd
placable enemies ‘1 5 Tegulations. A body which finds 1m-~
of P:mtetstmi-ie}ma ]jllnong the extremes of Popery as well a8
. LG vy g 1 i e N
middle eomse why ‘}ut’ ab least in theory, be steering thab
The I\ITC ! Commends itself to men of sense and
the oppositioﬁ 1:-1-‘-‘&-[&011&1 Board may, therefore, be proud of
Church Er_lum.tit;:l)l t;; 4 by the Christian Brothers and the
Nany irveoylapit SAGELY, though it has itself lapsed into 50
Course g t% 1‘;1 1-1.3’3. Iand has pursued so latitudinarian 2
10eT 1L 2 mattey of surprise that there could be

any fl)]_‘m_
of school wh; i . vt
Programme, W h}c]l could not establish a footing in 1t

ths of their revenue from the produce of
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This brief sketch being given of the history, co%lstituti'on,
anid operations of the National Board, three questions arise.
Should the system of education in Treland be allowed to
remain in its present condition? Should it be reformed ?
Should the reform be in the direction of concurrent endczw-
ment, orin that of universal disestablishment? In seeking
the true answers to these queries, we are naturally led fto
examine the proceedings of the Royal Commission whic]} has
lately enquired into the subject. There have been published
by this body eight ponderous Blue Books, each crammed full
of evidence, statistics, and explanatory documents. A_fterip
study of all this voluminous matter, the Commissm.ners
arrived at the conclusion that many reformns were required,
for they ended with presenting no _1@58 than one hundred m}d
twenty-nine separate reconml.endqtlons. Among these, several
were of a practical as distinguished from a fundamental
character. Ifor example, they }‘ecommended that school funds
should be partly raised by rating; ﬂli&t a.tt-end_an.ce at school
should he rendered compulsory; that free admission should .be
given in cases where necessary; that the owner and occupier
of land should pay jointly to a school-rate ; that every
elementary school ghould have suitable premises, ﬁttn'lgs,
appliances, and teachers, and should be subjected to inspection;
that stringent rules should be eni?urced for the payment of
public money only in accordance with the 1*e,.=5ults of teachmg;
that the rights of conscience should be carefully F:bserved in
the case of children attending schools not belonging to their
own denominations; thab teachers ’should Te pla.c‘e(‘l on &
respectable footing in 1'eslufect to stipend and gondltmns of
service ; and that no alteration O_f rules, regulations, or hyfa—
Jaws should be putb in operation until it had begn laid
for one month hefore the two Houses of Parliament,
With all this the pure educationalist must cordially agree.
Every recommendation thus far c‘iuot-e:,d would Itend to place
the system of elementary education in I].‘eland_ on a sound
basis. We come next, however, to some suggestions of a very
different character, and of much greater importance, fO;E‘ they
concern the fundamental principles of National Education.

B
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thggﬁﬁfﬁfﬁlﬁ?s fl‘(?commend't.hat schools suhs‘idised by
Ty ] nceforth hmfe a l1‘1g11t of being registered as
28 1or particular denominations, and, subject to the
prohibition against adwittine childr : [ y IJ- S Yok
to the relizions ceremoptee 5 .c.len of one denomina
regulation as to relj i s of another, shall e free from any
schools shall bo free% .»Ouﬁfl teaching ; that convent and monastic
that the Christia ? EE mifed to _t']}e subsidy of the na?wn;
efficiency, shall qi'l ] l'Gt-hers,v giving proof of educational
B i st O; 50 JGGOD;LE stipendiaries of the State; and
shall be broken pumly,mmed schools of the National Board
nothing less thanu% Hl(_%S_e recommendations amount 0
Inangurated by Mr 18 eutive destruction of the syste'm
elementa_l-y SC]'lOo:[-l" Stanley, _&Ild the conversion of public
tion of opposite ti;nl Treland into hot-heds for the propagd-
there might he S‘cho ?gleal dogl‘nas, Under their operatioll
fOl'CiIlg Pl’otestan‘tj ools fOl'. fOl'ClD_g POP(.}T}; and SChOUIS for
all, at the same t.-_.sm, ﬁﬂ_ahl;e maintained by the State, but
cotntry by tl’&inilljie;mlhta).ﬁiug against the interests of the
dltioll of mutual llaosst?li‘rz{fmuns o4 thy population o™ 555
0 order ¢ :
the kin;}lcéftx? 11:;};11; \,V}mt T‘:’ou}d be the practical effect of the
g imparteq qf 011(: flere indicated, let us examine the teach-
missionery Propose 2 e .klllds of school which the Com-
Let the i.llustmticlrn bo Admit into the national prograimine
Brotherg constitute & that of the Christian Brothers. T]J_BSB
was founded ot tha fRODl_ml Catholic religious order which
60 educationg] est:{b?_ri ord in 1802. They possess in Treland
average daily ﬂ-ttm;d shments and 225 school-rooms, with an
this order thepe is ‘ﬂa-%e of 18,000 scholars. In the schools of
the Blessed Mal‘,y -nu.‘:lays exhibited a crucifix, with statues of
1alf-past nine wii.]ll : Other saints, Proceedings comnience E‘;ﬁ
Prayer, the « Tail &.n}?mill?; “ ohlation,” also the Loxd’s
“the Fathey” At ]l-aly) the Creed, and the “ Glory be to
half-an-howrs fngty 00n there is the * Angelus,” followed by
the day, evey t'l Tction iy Popish tenets, and t-h]-ougho}lt
o Y tne the clogk strikes an hour, all the pupis
sehool vyl and say the * Hail E\-_L’mr}"'}.’

Theg :
S€ Practices ave 1iog :
©5 are rigidly enforeed in every school nmiutﬂ_ll'led

fay
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by the order, so that, if the schools were subsidised with
public money, the State would clearly be paying for the
ineulcation of the most extreme doctrines of Popery. That,
however, would be but a slight matter compared with what
has yet to be stated.

The Christian Brothers use books of their own compilation,
and the contents of these works are such as positively to create
in the minds of the pupils a spirit of disloyalty and dis-
affection towards the government of the nation. In the
preface of their Fourth Book, it is stated that one of its great
ohjects is “to strengthen the moral energies,” and “to
«gtimulate the feelings of the students;” and the Brothers
« yenture to assert” that by the passages contained in the
volume *the ardour and generosity of the youthful mind
c«ywill find their legitimate direction and appropriate object,
«qs well as the source of those pure and endearing associa-
«tions which exercise so beneficial an influence on after-
«]ife” The following are some specimens of the passages by
wlich these excellent ends are to be reached. In page 345
there is “A Chapter of Irish History,” relating to recent
times. Speaking of “the English Ministry guided by Mr,
« Pits,” it says, “They were for the time forced to yield to the
«just Jdemands of the Irish nation. DBub their thirst for
« Jominion over this island, and for control over her purse and
« |er TESOUTCER, WAS DY 110 Means uenched.” - It then goes on
to sav that, to effect the Union, “a policy equally deep and
«ywicked was pursued.  In 1795 the Government encouraged
«the Catholies to hope for immediate and full emaneipation.
«Tn the course of the same Fear this hope was suddenly with-
«dpawn, and a violent persecution, accompanied in several
«ipnstances with personal torture, Was set on foot against the
«(atholics in different parts of the kingdom.” The chapter
winds up as follows:—< Pitt, and his Trish agent, Castlereagh,
csucceeded in extinguishing that senate which had lasted for
«aix centuries; which bad indeed, like all other human
«qasemblies, often arievously erved ; but which had alse shown
cphat s cxistence was cssential to the greatness, the dignity,
«the prosperity, and the happiness of Ireland,” Here we have
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t}]& dogtriue _of | Secession, Home Rule, Repeal——call it what
you will—distinctly implanted in the mind of every POOTL,

-ignorant peasant whose lot it is to be educated at these

;5_;1[1'0113 ;dzmd, more than that, the doctrine is supported by &
3 F:_eﬂoo of the mO.St glaring character, for no man can truly
sy that there was in Ireland, at the time of Pitt, “a violent

2 i
ersecution * of 1 led 1 .
‘D " of Roman Catholies, “accompanied 10 v,
lnstances with persona)

In page 364 of th
the Union, gg « clov
: England, who crush

given up all hope,”

torture.”
e same bool, Ireland is described, after
en down, expiring under the feet
ed her without mercy,” and as havidg
“and as a nation consét}st‘as bﬁi]}g il EL.S 1 rebe—]]im}l?nile{g:i
Government is defi od 1011{5} y Tosurgent ; m'ld.t " 11 v.”
Then comes th ned as “a tyranny supported by W
“ Insolence chn;i)c:il\i::d;e;ulhnCnt: “‘ '\\‘Thfan, t},lml?ghtl?ilqi?ﬁ:;
P another, i p:ower 1{1111‘&11_ mela}tul_fe .L.lm.es'Lo. ? [‘E-gr.if’rj""
“ that feeling which ey 111\53111_1;@4, ‘.cﬁwi.ﬁ 7 evs-s.,:fifana{ 113 :, téa. o
“the good, not for the 51‘1’ Coslpiiogn’ siogis L-le B-D avhen it
s perverted from o .}UW of the people, an_fl t mL .‘broken
“Sand the tight g5 1. ‘be”%n%al- 12111‘130_86, _Lhe‘ GD]._L‘LP&LLY;-S. s
“Iim thet ;gsismm A 10-5111m—,.d——that 1)1-1nclhlg W 11.0-"7 1o
“ owes to Nimsaly _f 0 power is not merely o ciutg which .
5 Hisl Gl o I;m;’ ifj ‘r?H-S neighbour, but @ duty w?e:'w?ﬂ- he a}j:
do from o bang O‘f“}‘-ﬂé be admitted that,’proceedu?g_ aS] Plgi
trines here nculeat lhmmm Bttty I pou [ xL-’nf’
At ty sy el e (alombly srong  Consider
early childhoog Elm ssed on _the mmds.of children in t f‘:ath
all the solemn ;z.ceoﬁgeve].l’ eight, and nine years of ag®, v‘.11-d
the Gloria, and thelpanuneuts of the Ave, th.e Angehlsf a;ly
images, is it g Oubward gymbols of crucifix and saix -
Treland grow up f C»l}lse of wonder that the lower cla_ssfe&‘_l
boys ? %he 1)(])'01;001.)6;?111& Fenians, Itibbgl_l?lep., 'md ‘z&‘lﬁ'r
these Christian By tl ¢ country are manifestly traint e
Persecuted ang ch 1ers to believe—first that they aX® 1
Government, ig O&)D}_Usﬁie& race; secondly, that the N_ﬁtl_‘i’li.r
dQuty to Goq q;’ - O Oppresgor ; and thirdly, that it is t1 1@; {
antagonism to 1 ell as themselves to assume an attituce
gomisn to that power, It they so apply the lesson a8

¢ of.
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to malke themselves the bitter and uncompromising enemies of
the Government, they simply do what any reasonable man
would expect. Yet the Commissioners gravely propose that
the nation shall consent to be additionally taxed in order that
teaching of this atrocious description may be carried on ab
the public expense !

There ave, however, some more extracts to he given from
this wonderful example of a < Christian ” book. The children
are taught to read a pmfessional speech of TLord Erskine’s, in
which that distinguished advocate, pleading on forensic stilts
for a client, spoke of India as “an Empire wrested in blood
« from the people to whom (God and nature had given it,” and
ag “an unjust dominion,” maintained over ¢ timorous and
« ghject mnatives by @ terrifying, overbearing, insulting
¢ superiority,” and upheld only ‘f by alternate stratagem and
« force” There follows a quotation from one of the speeches
of Lord Chatham, who, speaking of the Americans at the
time of their War of Independence, said, © Three millions of
« people s0 dead to all the feelings of liberty as voluntarily
¢ to gubmit to be slaves would have heen fit instruments to
« make slaves of the rest” It 1is nmot neceessary to suggest
the application which Trish chihh-gn are, in after life, expected
to make of a passage auch as this. Not, _110“-'0\-'01', content
with the 1lighly-spiced language of barristers and party
polliticin.nsj the Christian Bro.thers have recourse t_o poets for
material wherewith to manufacture 1‘01361110.118 sub‘}ect.s out of
their pupils. Their hook of school 1':;'-3ad1ng containg the
following passage from the poem Gaugaune Barra, by
Callanan—

¢+ The star of the West might yet rise in its glory,
And the land that was darkest be brightest in story.
1. too, shall be gone; but my name shall be spoken
Y,\‘Tlu.:n,_ Trin awakes, and et Jelters aie broken.
Written in our own time, and pub into the hands of children
at a period when Ireland has not a shadow of right to com-
plain of being fettered, lines guch as th_ese have simply a
tendency to instil into the minds of th.e 1.gr101‘a.nt among the
Trish a persuasion that they have some infernal wrongs to be
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avenged. o Chisdi
pa-ss;r;es TeTC];t(;ghl‘lﬁ’m‘n Brothers say that this and the other
sake :f immres (0 only P_laced before the children for the
N oF mil_ilingthon their minds the incidents of history,
writing, Th; ik em. acquainted with speeimens of fine
are not rather I 1sleft to decide for himself whether they
circumstances, ang

»and as a meang of stirring up rebellious feel-

ings and e -
o NeoUracine i : :
people. ging rebellious actions among the Ivish

Specimens having
t-a.u_gl.lt n these schog
;eh%lous teaching wh

ook refern
erred to, ther

been given of the politics and poctry
, 16 is proper to add an example of the
1_011 1s conveyed.  In page 319 of the
of the Soul?” The rme is 2 heading, “What goes to the Saving
“sorts of thillgs_;‘, 5;‘-'61’ tc? the question is thus given: « All
“scapulars—have ¢ ﬂl-;ﬂ', oil, Cﬂ-lli'l_les, ashes, beads, medals,
“power, by ec cle.gilr? ) e filled with a strange, undefinable
“body, soul, (H"Jl.]_lli_tL;S '1;13&'1 hef“@(llcti()llS in its behalf. The
“municated to it 0\? ‘O the Incarnate Word have to be com-
“common OCcmTencel EILlnd over again, till it becomes quite @
“stupendous actime’.tll ough each time it is, in realify, amOre
“speak up to heay L than the creation of the world. It can
“spend the s&tistqu;?’ and be heard and obeyed there. It cat
“can undo Thgltg :L -1{::113 of Jesus as if they were its oWl and
“determinate wiﬁ 11(,_ bars in purgatory, and choose, bY its
“pass over.” \-\T{ﬂWhOm it will liberate and whom it Wil
we simply agk wh;;ut“%ﬂg_aging in theological contl‘oVB‘l’SY:
such as thege thef & 181 1t is for the propagation of doetrines
hurden themselves I‘\i?tllieto fov it o invited t0
It may perhaps axation.

Consent, j(to]L ﬁ]i:ipizéisﬁ.@y ﬂ-‘)‘ﬁumcd that the nation Will not
Christian  Brothers &y for disseminating the views of_the

. Even My (ladstone has lately gVe”

30me ].{il'ld Of 1
'1', o -
assurance on thig point. He stated 1 ‘L)1.1f3

ouse of Com :
mons . :
that, ¢ > 1 reply ¢ s e ATy Lesli€s
at, “with regard to the ply to an enquiry from Mr. e

Present system of primary educe
e olleagues had always considered
2 16 calling for anything in the nature ¢

‘cl-]. Ch'l i) £ ol
ange.”  Like too many of Mr. Gladstone

“in Treland, he and };

“there wag . i %nd his ¢
. Yere wvas nothis
“a fundament,

that

int;
ended as g false commentary on presenf; .
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utterances, this is of an ambiguous meaning, for the use of the
word “fundamental” renders it impossible for anyone to say
whether or not he considers a change of any lkind necessary.
The Commissioners recommended that the schools of the
Clhristian Brotlhers should be talken under the public wing.
Would that be a «fandamental change?” It is forthe student
of metaphysics to supply the best answer he can after reading
the words used by Mr. Gladstone. .

Replying to the three questions which we have ourselves
asked above, we think there can be no lesitation in declaring
that the Irish system ghould not be diverted into the course
of concurrent endowment; that it should not be allowed to
remain in its preseut condition; but that it should be in such
way reformed as to restore it to the condition il was intended
to assume when the National Board was originally constituted.
Considering the progress made during the interval in other
respects, 1t seems remarkable L‘l‘mt a difficulty should e
experienced 1n maintaining as liberal an educational pro-
gramme a8 that laid down by the late Eal‘l of Derby forty
Vet such is the predicament m which the country
The denominations have seized upon that
tion as the blight seizes upon a plant, and
with numerous traces of their noxious
d of the public money being appropriated
exclusively to schools in whit?h lay and 1‘elig.ious teaching are
separately imparted, 1t ig given to many in which the two
are mixed together, and in some where t_he theological object
is regarded as superior to mere educational considerations.
Tnstead of destroying the model schools, where Lord Derby’s
rules are strictly observed—as the Commissioners advise—
the proper course would be to refuse any public grant exceph
where the model plan 18 adopted. This was the understanding

oted by Parliament, and a breach of

when the money was Vi . : ! .
faith has been committed by the National Board in deviating
from it. !

Tt is a oreat mistake 0 suppose that the only objection to
denominational schools is of 8 denominational character—
that Roman Catholic schools are sood in themselves and only

years ago-
is now placed.

statesman’s crea
have covered it
influence. Instea

e
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ohjected to : ; _
a like rule };)};olw)ri?so 13;2 Vi;ho e not Roman Catholics, and that
Long experience 11an 3? the varions _Seei'ﬁ of Protestantisim.
oot efhlcat.iolll illllof-ed that children cannot obtain a
ministers of religion. T, 581.100]:‘3 co.nducted by priests sind
regarding elemeitm. 3 he ARz disclosures on this subject,
the late Education Kct—? ools in England, led to the passing of
be even worse. Tp ti In heland the condition appears t0
Commission by Mz, J \{? evidence given hefore the Royal
under the Na.tion;li ]3 Kavanagh, formerly Head Inspector
Catholic Uni\-’ers.it oard, and now a professor in the Roman
education and therg:[‘_-_‘FL strong opponent of non-gectarian
not to emggel‘}ate ﬂlem‘[c’ z} T‘:-'lt-l'lE',SS who may e safely trusted
the following parti dark side of the picture—we meet with
zoll of ingpegtecf.‘Scful]m‘s‘:—-—rrhe number of children on the
not 80 many ag | 30300%0“111,1.381&1‘14 is _over‘QO0,0UO ; Uf’ thefm
reading, 150,000 ﬂre) A e 1).1853111.,3.(1 for examination 11
I arithmetic, and Oh_ll-lt,ientezl 111.“_.1.”{1112., less than 200,000
centage of ““pagged ” i 00,000 in dictation, while the per-
throughout, even cor 111‘_‘51.109{.; examined is less than a third
lowest standards, Itnizuamg those who get through in the
ten of the children enpg SIS alipaTent that scarcely one in
educated. f lllolle[{ in the Trish schools is really being
Kavanagh, we find ‘O another return, also fwrnished by Mr.
Treland i positively 1[{30&:1(‘}11‘ for suspecting that education in
E}l.ilpmlmrtiqn who, beihl:]?g‘ ]E‘I)f ersnns mm-'ried in Eng}{md,
’;1 I?JELI‘I{S is 21 per cent ot;l-a e to \\Tl‘lte, sign. the register
gIving a mean of 2¢, Tl.l"lt 1-m‘311_, and 30 per ce_nt‘ c_rt womet,
ab was the proportion in 1866, since

when there 1
188 prohahlsy
Ireland the mtii ]mrsrli;l} e S, 1
= heen ag follows —

DPer

r .
Turnin

cent. whg o .
10 signed the Registers wilh their mark.

18445 Men, Women. Mean.
way B .o 86 .27
1848 15 32 24
g Al 8% e 29
1850 22 Gl ey 39
e R T 44 .y 85

94 - 48 ., 84
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Per cent. who signed the Registers with their mark,

Men. Women. Mean.
1852 i 26 e 45 i 3b
1853 b 27 e 45 — 36
1854 s 26 i 44 o 34
1855 e 26 e 42 v 34
1856 i 27 oo 44 o 36
1857 e 27 wur 43 i 3b
1858 - 27 von | A2 - 35
1859 v 27 e 43 - 35
1860 s 260 .. 41 - 33
1861 v 25 e 40 s 32
1862 S 24 - 38 e 31
1863 i 24 e 38 i 31
1864 - No return
1865 - 43 o b3 o 49
1866 s 42 G 54 S 48

If this is any test of the educational progress of the

country, it shows that the course has positively been of aretro-
grade character, Itis said that there ave certain reasons why
marriage registers offer no certain test whether or not the
parties are really able fo write, but, as Mr. Kavanagh truly
observes, out of a total of 30,000 marriages the average will
he but slightly affected by the few instances in which the
capacity to write is impaired by nervousness or any analogous
cause. We may be well agsured that any man Or woman
who can write well enongh to male prn.ctical use of the art
will not be found signing the marriage register with a cross.
On the strength of the marriage returns it may therefore 1:36
concluded that the Irish stand long Lelow the English in
capacity to write their names and that they bave actually
degenerated in this respect during the last twenty years.

The result of the present system of teaching was thus
described by an Inspector examined by the Royal Commission.
After stating that only 18 or 19 per cent. of the P‘lljﬂs 1'(?3011
the higher classes, he said, «I regard the instruetion 1'ece1.ved
“by the pupils while in the lower classes a5 of very little
“ yalue in itself; as scarcely of any value, indeed, except as
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It 1
“to Pl‘(,:lduce permane gut gmel?t’.'mm reasonably be L:zxpec:ted
“ pupil is ﬁn&ﬂvwg’oh({{ 11}1131‘05510115‘ When, therefore, the
“ higher classes, the in;&‘:ﬂl .F}‘Om school .hef{u'e he r.eachc.as tI}c
“of such an ‘;\’TUESC O;?mmo“ lie carries away with him 18
S ety Shat 4 15 ol Slien
“abt manhood. Tf c]:ee (fl%mel}’ disappeared before he arrives
“the third class, he D{_"l‘las‘“P Sc‘hoohng before he gets into
“reading, and 11’6 \r.ﬁu‘ 111 a few years lose the poyver c:f
Trom this official de;;r-. z?‘ﬂam]_y lose the power of writing.
all but the 18 or 19 )BI‘P e e what kind of education
obtain, per cent. of third-class scholars in Ireland
A maj
thekli?;éli:f;ms; ang]ic ﬁfhcati‘31’lﬂ-1 failure in Ireland lies in
ancillary to each deulb "f'.ullg_ schools so as to rl'llf}.](e i%he:.n
thus explained by .Ojnmatmlml perensgion, s ‘?"11 ”)
“ Preshyteri by Mr. Kavanagh: “There is a pateh of
“of IRSHE? 115.11[—)1]?1.? f‘L pateh of Methodist-s there, a ps}t-ch
“land people {:1.1e1~z 18 e, a patch of Church of Tng-
“ment to the mi‘{’e 16'1'(;11\,_ while pruffassmg abstract attach-
“have the cnmmfm‘d cff ;}* r:.i.em’ determined that they ghould
“down ungil theLy fell tle_ll'._ﬂ“-'n sclllools : 50 the sc]._n_ools X‘\'en,i,;
The witness aave the £ ]'T ﬁ.{teen children, or starving 1)011}t-.
from this iu?zmase of 0 -]0\\-'1_118- &ccou}ut.of the effect resulting
Pupils at each: izcl%]o_d“i and diminution in number of
“man’s salary ig 1'edulceil\0 a Dutch auction. A first-class
:‘ he goes away, and is S _01“' _mg to decreased FLELGIILIELL'L;? ,
“school loses veputati, ceded Dby a second-class man. Tho
i IeEWBS, and the 5;01100111 b}’ the degr&dﬂdtlml of class. e
“teachers of lowcf arad, Q‘neg down. Second aud third class
“ ultimately falls iit(o-e;] fucceed each other, and the gohool
“through want of suf he hands of women, or is closed
7 Of sufficient attendance” These miserablo
4 by the policy into which the National

results are produce
Board | '
Boa 1as bee : |
Particular djcf i S:Cclu.g ed, of assisting to set up schicls 07
iy Onenomu%atl.ons in places where there was only
oy % T :
i good school, gq

s wondueted as t s guitable
the attendance of conducted as to be su

Scholars belonging to every P~
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suasion. In place of one efficient school there have .t-'hﬂS
been established, with the sanction and assistance .ot Fhe
public, two, three, or more, with attendance and teaching
alike inferior.

Tllustrations are given in the rej
the manuer in which education has been thus
denominationalism. In a Parliamentary paper of the ?;e:u’
1867, Mr. Macdonnell, the Resident Comumissioner, says : ; f he
« Commissioners have never refused to endow, I the -
“mediate neighbourhood of a model school, a well—condu.clted
«pival school under Roman Catholic management, though
“ woll aware that it had been established for the express
“ purpose of drawing away from the model school the Roman
« Gatholic children attending it.”

Au instance is given as follows in th i !
the Antrim district for the year 1865, He says Two new
“ sehools were received into connection early n the year.
“They are situated in the town of Larne, i o Ithe]snnf]e
“Puilding, and are on the groun ds of the Roman (Jﬂt]l?ll? 011.&-1?(, .
“ Before their opening there was mnplQ gchool ACCOTAIMOC .;.L.I(Til
“in the town, and there was al efficient staff of EDQC )
“The mnew schools arve exclusively attended Dby Homan
“ Catholics, and their establishment has Pmcticull}' .:__‘_'l\’t‘-l'l :
£ denom‘ini;tioual character to the other sehools, \}-‘luch ]1I:1.\-'i:,5
“ been by them deprived of their Roman Catholic ]_)11.1'111_-‘:“
More striking examples of the practice might be. givell, Dif
these are sufficient to show the mischievous rivalry which the
fostering of sectarian schools exercises in reﬂ?rem.}e tfj S.C%lwﬁf-?}-ii
adapted for the general population. The mlsc]'uef' IIU“:‘(J_:I}'.[.J
does mot terminate at this point. In the evidence of 1 l:
Sheridan, Head Inspector since 1858, ocours the _J'Ollo]“ml{':’
passage: “It is the characteristic of ‘the cmnrglft-l SﬂG\.]lOO]rs
“that they are impatient of competition. ﬂ_rf‘? tbb ]f).cft’
“if it can possibly .be extinguished, 18 11A0t ﬂ-ﬂfj‘\\'et o_eu%
«Tn crowded cities this i, of course, impossible ; 1.:2{'.‘111
‘e Tl‘alee, ]Kﬂlﬂ,l’ll@y, I\',r(-}\FCfL-St-le, Kilsale, Qllﬁi’;‘,.l].‘w'tf)\\"ll, Mid-
“dleton, Skibbereen, Bandon, Dingl
“towns, no female schools, excep

york of the Clommission of
: sacrificed to

¢ Inspector’s report on

e, and a host of smaller
t those connected with
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[
convents, are to b
¢ : e found: none ar .
“ established.” > re permitted to be

Tracing § : _
acing the consequence of this condition, Mr. Sheridan

further savs: “ Thera 1« 3
“he induced to frequent thL il SCh[.)O.l s, but cannok
AN he adds; T oy .Ofse coud‘ucted by 1:ehg10us teachers.”
i el (t' not alluding to children of different
conclusion is as f itl-lons’ but only to Catholic children.” His
“lay Sl ;:e th?i\l:i: ”'“Whﬂ-t is the vesult? When the
« children of the 130511' Ofoﬁuahed a cons].t!emblc portion of the
ever” As an example ile l.omh_t'y receive no education what-
where there are t“"opcomie U_leut.lons the town of Killarney,
but 10 lay sehool would }eu?, schools and one monks’ school,
authority, “that the p )B]Lolemtgd_. He has it on the best
“in Killarney is comidel‘u;lljer of children attending schools
“enter a schogl” T_jt- ; llm ¥ less than that of those who never
the National Board :Iin 181? Pparent, therefore that the action of
has heen destructive subsidising convent and monkish schools
but of education itsélfh.Ot only of the really National schools,
effect of any attem t, 1:[ e 8“‘31_1 must, move or less, be the
children of every re%iﬁ- © provide separate schools for the
theological teaching D-lt? us denomination, or even to render

The cardinal err%rpm Olf the cowrse of instruction.

Commissioners hag beon .the part of the National Board of
two masters—ap end;ivtha.t they have endéavoured to serve
They have tried 1o Selfv our which is proverbially hopeless.
hand, and the cange of 51 the cause of Education on the one
other, and the two have he Roman Catholic priesthood on the
other, Tt SEDERES o ];;PmTGd to be incompatible with each
left to the exercise of t{;e‘ﬂl‘mte clear that the Irish people, if
satisfied with a mixed op I own judgment, would be perfectly
such as Tord Derby m‘in,nolhtheological system of teaching,
good reason to helieve tﬁfmu}' prescribed. Indeed, there is
a system to any nal‘m\“f’ 5‘5 a 1'1'11& iuhey would prefer such
Roman Catholic bishops ang Grl-l?nf%mmo?ml method ; but the
s iél{-‘nltf -Fa,_nl.akm_g use of intimidation
orant multitude are unable to

'lrlld Coer C1on SlLGIl a E ] 4
A1 3 c: 51181 2 llc-t agains -J
8 < E . [ al 11
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 religions” schools, and the others have consequently become
in great measure deserted. Commanding obedience from the
Board of Commissioners as well as from the populace, these
ecclesiastics have not only driven scholars away from the
National schools, but have obtained from the (lommissioners
the nge of public money in order to set up su‘bstitutes. of
their own peculiar model. We can anderstand the yielding
of the poﬁulace ander ecclesiastical pressure, but it seems
inconceivable that a National Board, constituted for the
purpose of teaching the Irish children to read, to wwrite, and

to cypher, should quffer itself to be thus induced to place its
er of priesthood. A few

resources at the command of an ord :
réferences to the Report of the Royal Commission will clearly
show what has been the inclination of the Trish people, and
what the interference of the Papist hierarchy.

In the evidence given by Mr. O’Hara, several years one of

the Imspectors of the National Board, the following state-
itness’s experience. As to

ments ave made as the result of W

the preference of the Irish people he says: “WhereTpgople
“are free to choose bebween & denominational a_nd a I\atlopal
“school, they prefer the National school.” :I‘hls pbser\gt%on
applied both to Protestants and Roman Cﬂt-}}ohcs. ._emg
asked what he meant by “free to choose,” the witness
replied : * That is where there is not any penalty at-tfached to
“their exerciging their 0oWD free choice. For mstm:}ge,
“in Clonmel *there is a pemalty attached to attending

“ National schools, and the same in other districts. In the
: hed to the attendance

« Ballina district there is a penalty attac £ th
“ of Roman Catholics at vested schools. T amm aware o FI :
¢ axistenics of vested schools in the county M:WO_, i} 13‘
“teachers of which have nob been allowed f'am:ﬂTum.lt; (:3
“many years, and the children attending v.rluf;.h Enec ;se u;ﬁ
“gacraments.” Being G;ﬂled upon to give 118 ﬂi:l ,thel“‘.
O’Hara mentioned one, and said he kuow Se\rehC Sh ]icbs.
Though the teachers of these schools were Roman C : zhe :
thomeslvesand of unexc.@.pt-ionm:rle character and calj_?fl %’ 5
and their scholars were placcd under a ban by the Roman

hierarchy and pl‘jest-hood, simply hecause the teaching was of
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a mix.ed or National deseription. Speaking in reply to further
‘1“13813101“18, Mr. O'Hara stated that there were in the town of
Clonmel two schools of the Christian Brothers and two con-
\;ent schools, none of which were connected with the National
%T}?lgfoiﬁe]llefzﬂl “‘fI he]ie‘ve the Roman Catholie children
e e T C;nl Pt‘a]l‘mltt-ed, ‘attend the Model school
W -ﬂpb ‘Yf school.  They are prevel}te(} f1‘01}1
e g N HIE a6 usal of the sacraments. In fact, 1t
At only by the refusal of sacraments that they can
_dfl\"(? children ouf of Model schools” e added the
Eﬂ li?}‘;’zng zﬂll;‘vltf&tiou; “T Il‘% the vieinity of Clonmel, some
“theél 01", '. _erg are l\-hut-mnal s_chools. I am aware that
i C‘-]lll'i(;tjg;.llf g;‘;}e;llde‘d’ 1le Roman Catholics who have left the
“attend the N tl‘el.s{lﬁUIlOOlS, 2. have gono g distaigs 1o
e Statute‘ 5}-1'1011? Schc:ols. 1 am aware of one school,
e .to]f; es 1iom Clonmel, in which i:-he teacher, the
), Chl‘istif;ﬁ’llh- (thm\e-’ 1e had t.\.‘.-'enty—ﬁ\-'e pupils who left t?_le
il W -O'I.els schools in Clonmel and came to him
” ?001} as his sehool was established” Being asked what
vil:“';ein%hgf 1)1:-1?]?‘ people wonld be if the denominational
U S 11;3\1'01315 I\"Gre carried out by law, he answered :
Tt i.ndiﬂ’e,reu;-,el th]tl.‘:‘s of t.he laity are concernec}, they are
e Cont;,er11e¢1 103;1 31-1_6 :‘iulgect-. As far as the middle glass
“system to a c:o,neegséb e'\-e they. woul‘d PYGLFGT the 113_1;@(1
L iy ..ﬂou 10.t11e views of the hishops.” DBeing
O'Hers answased }I:hr ;B_lmhzed system was preferred, Mr.
superiority of .the e(clluctltle prEtons W pimly diE Wi
references might be 111111%111){1)11;dcﬁlzley,ed_'. T_he.se_ extrocts and
siven are suficient ¢ o0 fo _11} en-cnt-,. b.uL those a.ll‘faady
4 bl 0 show that the opposition to a national
not \\rith s 1)e,‘;apl.t]}h?3]?]'F\L 1del"10111111at?011_xd]_ method originates,
who, deriving their m-dir_j\,,&ud’ bt with & body of cclcaiactics
coercion in am'der to Ideetlb‘fmm Femig, ?na.kc ugs o SPirimf}l
Sl er the people from exercising their
Ddgtfa.ti.:i_l;i;fll; 'E;Séluytﬂ?imfh?Moqd ar mixef_.l schools, in an
obtaisied for 2] I" I Cd}l bel 1o question, _A Teturn

all lreland Dby the National Board, in the year
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1865, showed that in model schools fifteen ou of every

hundred attended 220 days and upwards in the year, while at
the conventual schools a like attendance was oul_y made by
St Seticlanin, ot tonsemd, Of 200 attendances 11 the, year,
the conventual schools only showed three in the hundrs(:d
pupils, while the Model schools showed tw'ent}"_ ?2’;‘
Comparing these figures with those of the ODPOSﬂ(? B'J{lb w
the return, we find that the conventual schcgols gave by 5’1
four per cent. attending less than fifty days m the year, ‘EL].‘L(‘
the Model schools only twenty-two. At ‘i‘r’hﬂ.t may be' czﬁ
gidered the 1'1'11:1—1\%}7#150 attendances n the }"ea-ll:ﬂ 3
Model schools produced forty-one per cent. of the puplls itllls
the conventual schools only Se‘r?nt%}-l‘ J}ulged }J}’ 1s ]fLS
undoulbtedly fair test, the superiority of ‘t.he MOdre]l sg‘lc_:ci w:L :
educational institutions is clearly csta.]Jils}1GL1. Their cn C;g
tional merit is thus attested by Mr. 1{q~.—anflig]t-—11 “Egi;r
N —— i likely to be in their favour. g

: g 1 in
.. 1 the Model schools gooc
asls Thether o CUllSldelCd the A
sked whether he impa.l‘ted, be 1eplleﬂ,

respect to the secular o £t sad  of
st i you aske mo imospntve of e B
“ expense, and of their l’GCGiViD.g St.:}te Bt f’ Cg are on the
i 1‘e1igimns difficulties involved. The teﬂc' Jtel : nte'{.chers .
“whole, some . of the best of the deme? ar;l r-u‘éa respect-
“Ireland. They are of 2 respectable 01,& ST; fali:jnLo- ower or
“ably paid. There is an unusnally large e%Gr T -:E.l}:]lnrr con-
“ teaching staff in the schools, and there 15 EVELyE Jiterary
“nected with them, looking a6 e m?r?ilinibcourse of
“schools, to give a superior, Practlcnl, nn‘d e‘xebthqb Vi
“gecular instruction to the class Of, C-]‘l.lldieilo thcenl C::m other
“leaving out of consideration the {Jb;jectl.m;? ;

“ grounds, economical, religious, and sociat

This being the

.~ ot the Roman

jnde o who is oW @ professor s < gt
Judgment of a man 3 1 s couveying ¢

education

Catholic University, 1 musf-_ be;gﬁf{{eme of the Model
S ; ~peational exce : Tnt these
high tifbute o e G prnniissioners advise thab these

schools. Vet the Royal ©
schools shall be suppresset i
driven into those denomil
teaching is of a much lower 2

and that all their pupis shall ;De
ational esmblishments where tl,e
6 der, the attendance much more
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irregular, and the pupils receive, in place of a good education,
a drilling in the formularies and observances prescribed by
an ecclesiastical conclave! Tf a change of this kind be ever
made, the enactment by which it is effected should be
ntitled, not an Act for promoting or improving the educa-
tion of the people of Ireland, but an Act for compelling the
British nation to pay for disseminating the rifes and dogmas
of Popery—for that could he its only real object or effect,

A vital consideration here arises. There are, scattered
through the, Roman Catholic districts of Ireland, certain
Protestant families not sufficiently numerous to require or fill
a fschool of their own. Under the existing system, where
mixed schools prevail and the proper rules are observed, the
children belonging to these families can be taught without
aln}-' risk of interference with their religious persuasions.
Supposing, however, the views of the Royal Commission be
a.do.pted, and the money voted by Parliament is applied to the
aintenance of schools on a strictly Popish model, what is to
become of such children? In cases where their parents were
not able to pay the expense of sending them to a hoarding
:’:'f.'-}lOol at a distance, they would either have to grow up
without education, or to undergo a training in the ritual, the
nites, and the peculiar observances of Popery. This feature
Otj the case was plainly stated to the Commission by M.
O'Hara. Being reminded that the clergymen of the then
Established Chweh were hound by law and oath to maintain
a 553110?1 in leach benefice, and being asked whether they did
?‘U}Ei‘:e ({]if;?rﬂiilw élistr‘ict-, Le replied : “ They do not do so,
ey ot L-lellOLr an attendance large enlough to ]{6'_01)
“They would .be olad LC dl?ot hfwe 4 AL Yl e Pupﬂs'.
T me bo . ;LU :so if they_ cogld, but thronghout
- ; pe o Hle C-lom‘rnel dislrict t.he number of
" ey thc P;mt: tthat-, with the exce.pt-lop of t-own-‘s‘,‘I
o el e Stint c,lelg§ c_;f))uld mfuntmy a school 1

5 he district.” Being further asked
whether the difficulty might not be surmounted by the
Passing of a law which would render it imperative to pi'ovide
education for Protestants, ie answered: ¢ The minorities are
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“s0 small that no qualified teacher will take charge O,t: 501}0013
“ consisting of such infinitesimal gmall minorities.” Ifrom
further statements made Dby this witness it appen.l‘ed‘ that, of
the forty-four mixed schocls in the Clonmel district, only
two contained more than from three or four up to ten Pro-
testant scholars. Manifestly, such children woul.d bfa left
completely unprovided for, except ab the cosb of g L Og
conscience, if the mixed schools were abandoned in favour o
a denominational plan ; for the pazish priests, s acop
the: mized system, would, in thal case, nniversally 1‘ecel"-"6.
orders to shape the teaching 50 a8 to serve the en‘d_s of tih?ll
own Clurch, As respects the Protesi‘santl 111111?r1t..1es,‘t1t.,n,
the question of maintaining or abandoning the mixed practice
is one of education or no education. L
Tt may be remarked that, il within 2 reqeut pem}?, 2]111?_
mixed schools seemed to be in favowr mb.li lth(:‘ 50;1;6-11
Catholic authorities, their Pfincipﬂl'OPPOHBHLZ_{ jlmil:cf’wo as
among the clergy of the Tstablished Chureh - Eonoc;]ige;Ed it
1831, the Romanists in Treland '\\‘01.11(% 115131" 1}1»otlest-ants in
something like a privilege to mix Eqﬂﬁuﬁ' _\_H : lays 1‘eli.-gious
the enjoyment of State favouws, for in t.hose ;‘y: ver, have
equality was yet to be fully obtained. Times, Iu_{v.- P;ith’them.
changed, and the Popish bishops have changec -“ch-’ e
Having achieved equﬂi ty, they now demand supre IbL. g,t f1ei1-
claim that the nation shall find roney o Pay e Ct?jl solf-tvel‘v.
holding the people of Treland in & condition ’Of_ lﬂlelnr £3r01;0t-021,
Premising that the mixed schools were originally [

= sish priests
and are in fact managed to & great extent, ]133;5 m]ﬂ: 1'], fow
. e T 10 e ¥
B it s i we will now show, -
£ their own persuasion, Jeclarations, 1how

successive extracts from their published essed up to its
the action of the Romish pishops has Pr{sj%?b;hese bishops
present intolerant pitch. 1D the year . - tt’en[:ively a plan
declared as follows: “ Having oesideta 8 Jmitted to us—
“of National Education which has beelhfuﬁjt.s and Roman
111 IEEED].Ved, that this “‘LdlﬂiSSiOll of Protesti

; ; of literary
s . the purpose
“ Catholics into the same schools, for the P s, be allowed,
i _ 1o axisting cireun1staices,
instruction, may, uncer € S olee
: ken to prot

“provided sufficient care be ¥

t the religion of
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s

“the Roman Catholic children, and to furnish them with
“adequate means of religious instruction” Twenty years
having passed away, with the mixed system apparently in
satisfactory operation, the hishops met again, in 1850, ab the
Synod of Thurles, when they issued a wordy manifesto, which
made no direct reference to Irish schools, but which conveyed
to the priesthood of that country the intimation tilat,
“separated from her heavenly monitor, learning is no longer
“the organ of that wisdom which cometh from above,” but
rather of that wisdom which St. James describes as “ carthly,
“sensual, and devilish.” In this passage—the origin, perhaps,
‘.OfT 1:11}:3 “clever devil” theory, ascribed to the late Duke of
T“' ellington, and appropriated very generally by Churehmen
i England at the present time—an objection to the separa-
tion of lay from theological teaching is plainly indicated,
though not openly stated. When the bishops met to consult
on the subject again—swhich was in 1859—they assumed a
more bold attitude. They then resolved that schools for the
education of Roman Catholic youth should be subordinated
to the will of the bishops of the respective dioceses, as well
to thfa selection of hooks for secular instruction as to the
?Eg%ﬁi?iaiaiiemora%of teachers ; and they declared that
il 13Tf;13['Jth_l(?]lj ?)f t}lelzmd ..hq.d & .1‘1g11t to demand 1;1.1@11‘

e e s he llath{l.ﬁl grant for‘ the establish-
Elcillll theluct.i\-z; ;.‘1:11(1;1.‘3&1150]‘1001& Since that t11.11e t-hegr .Imve
bt % plting SG} 1';11)1}1}0115% OP]_JO-HCll.tS of the National
means af their comman{l LL-_\D a:{urec | huvs o o e
Roman Catholic part of 1] e 01111’_“.‘:‘ hcmfg silpted 1 i
of policy here indicated iillm]lj\:l ; -10111._ _“ Dothes fac cltans
 isnet it C‘u]l;S beilll Tu(-.) tn‘3 the Ultra.montane
Romish hierarchy f'tlUG"}-‘innn,ﬂO} 185 lfl_el.e.l?f arigen from the
asserting a claim on the -Jr? ot 1; t‘;ljl-‘}‘@l‘fﬁ} 11.Ly 1_1ad 5 v f01t
B 1l S, 58 g ltil t(_:1 1[,111 Iu,...!g].on LO_ f',ndowment
The Romish ;bishops havini i?qunus : - T-L](.?j dum_dﬂedly 1?51(-)1'-.
it is for the nation to Sjpertll-o o loume,d i o ionss HInoation,
B ak with corresponding determination
1n its favour. 2

0 { 1, *
To sum up the argument thus far pursued, it appears, from
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official and undeniable evidence, that the method of imparting
secular instruction apart from theological training is success-
ful in respect to educational results, is acceptable to the Irish
people, and is the one for which money has been really voted

b)f Parliament ; that it is 01)1)033(1 by ecclesiastics, hoth Of the
Roman Catholic and the Protestant school, out of considera-
tion for the interests of their respective churches; tha g
National Board, yielding to priestly dictation, has weakly
abandoned the principles on which it was constructed, and
that, as a consequence, bad teaching has taken the place of
good, and the nation has been made to pay, in the name of
education, for the inculeation among Trish children of the
doctrines and observances of rival denominations. It flu't.her
appears that sectarian propagandists of the I{OI.lll.Sh persuasion,
setting up a creed estahlishment and calling 16 2 ‘?ChOOL 7
succeeded in obtaining from the Royal Commissiona reconl-
mendation in favour of their being allowed to recerve Pub-lfc
money for a purpose which 18 directly antagonistic tj)ft.w
national interests. The duty of the peopll o In, ooty
plainly indicated. It is to insist upon a gtrict observance of
the golden rules which were enjoined by Lord Dclarby w}.len
constituting the National Board ; t0 dema-l?d the ‘.ﬂthhdduig
of all public grants from merely gectarian institutions, El-l:{d 0
Tequire that education, when paid for by the State, should he
understood to signify nothing more than intellectual culture.
Unfortunately, the practice adopted with regpect to edu?ﬁ.-
tion in England offers the most serious obstacle against the
eStElb]iSliln(:nt of good system in Ireland._ Dr. ;{‘ea;ile,
Roman Catholic Bishop of Cloyne, when examined befo_te] 16
Royal Commission, after claiming tha all ordinary sc.hota Shiin
Ireland should become strictly denominational, exl)lﬂ—.u}e(' thg
meaning thus :— What we ask for is this: we ek 101 Jomss
“same system that has been already established 111‘]311;1%’} acﬁtmd
%l e system that has Leen found to “‘O_rk in Incllc;.ﬂd
“ satisfactorily. I don’t Jnow the details of 1t ]ﬁlt (?1‘ the
“say af once, in general termis givq i th‘c} Olﬂ’} n;‘his is a
[ Eng]ish S}TStem and we SI}_ELH be Saf:ﬁﬁed “’lt;‘l G & lsE i
kind of demand which cannot be easily quswered. o0 long 4
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t]l - . i
e u?hgmus sects in England receive publi
sPeC[:’lVe schools, their brethren in T Iiu J]ilc SR
Tt j EL. 1 Ireland hs LCURE
[uire that they should bhe gim; d have a fair right to
would clearly tend to similarly treated. Thouch it
still more B the- estl-ange the IOWer Sldsd of the GI l:;
those of the Cln‘isti’ui (i]‘;‘t f}i the kingdom if schools such sq;
o 5 a3l 101 aer O n ) — i
1s precisely th 15 were to bee
: 8 Tes x B olme genera
would prod -lﬂt which an imitation of the T ‘cl, tht
ou Produce. Tt is on of the English model
Hnglish schools of the; lecessary, therefore, to deprive tl
reasonably expect g 11011‘ sectarian complexion before we c;e
by the heads of l‘el‘io\}OH-denominational hasis to be acce t:aldl
tetines of Sectari{;ious c.ommunities mn Ireland. The mI;i
it to appear a .301'12. (-)feac..hlng in one part of the nation 01:1;:
be pursued in mogl‘le\-‘ance if the like teaching may 1;ot
clk. - t] . = ¢
developed in the read; IEII] The teaching of disloyalty, as
but ading hoolk of t Thyisti ol
t a legitimate prowth f ¢ of the Christian Brothers, is
denominational te-t{ hi e ‘irom the principle on which ‘:m
tlie most opp qut-e C; ung is grounded; for sects may 13111rsu§
same rule, In Enfr]l?lbﬁsjf yet justify them on one and the
that T gland, for example, it 1 o
at hy denominati xample, it 1s generally believ
In Treland th 1ational teaching is meant tgnd i L iy
il i aching the Bible.
aid, hefore the Rovw 1D Just the reverse.  Cardinal Cull
“to adopt all de}g Commission : 1 would.be ——
3 o Lo 1_t 5 : & r VEery 501
“ wonld d _ L‘Lllleys sayings or T y‘;Olly
X ease to be a Catholie, Ho fochitnes, 1 Lodid
\‘,-'111.(31_1 iS GODT.';I"'LTY L ti 3.1.-]10]1(2.. I—Ie 1&}73 dO“‘n o }1‘ * 4 13
P t ¥ ) . 5 - 4 b
He says parents h he diseipline of the Catholi 16-110113 ;
“should be mqa ?wc & right to order tlnt; t1 150 e
S ad to their ks at the Seriptur
“ denies that right” LELH- children.  The Catholi‘c (l)‘lftumls
e D AN gain, spealkinge of ' LR
| which it was part of 4 2 ‘_Spca-kmg of a class of schools
e andical, paias o 1e daily practice to read 1 p-Il.
“ Catholic children ;«;ill] hope that as soon 'HL po‘;?bl)” (;1
P - Antra i SELble A
them th ; save those sohoc
‘ hey are violatine + nse sehools, because in goi
St st allow 4l :ng the discipline o i‘f the Oie 1n going to
¥ Siarae he Bible t urch, swhich
Dassfosioal st i o be made a mere wchool’] 7
oyl being mieiet e o Leat whith Englich seot
may teach their VEM_SGQ by the public, in mﬂérot{b . Aot
stitutes the main re‘lr;;;m ?11 the Bible in their gcho.;ilt ey
claim also t 2800 why the Catholic bishc : e
o b o atholic bis T
e subsidised for the nninteﬁhops Oﬁ: e
amtenance of schools
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d. Such would be the

from which the Bibleis utterly exclude
d the control

2_?n([{;‘:l';lll?fﬁg’ti?lel‘ati'mf of a law which .Perm%tte' _
administcre;’[- lqls 10\_101 national _‘educa.mon, if it were fairly
in asking t-he, l]li 11-16 Roman (,-i;l-thohc I?relates of Irgland,
d@mnndcto : i-’u Jl ‘lbstf pay for their 11011—]-.311310 sg:hools, simply
Ytk of )F P.Ild—ﬂu1 on. an equal footing with the deno-
difficulty th ;llig, and. 111§ only method of escape from the
from the inﬂL Plisel}tEd 13 ‘10 withdraw .F:’ducnt-lon_ altogether
apan tovth (31161: of sectarian commuuities. It is of course
o Bt thel}l‘ell? 'ers of . any seia_t to estab}1s]1 schools of. then‘.
—— Ir own cosh, a.u‘d to prosecute whatever ]_11;16 of
- I;t" '_“3_}’ 131‘61?81‘5 but it 1s ma..mfest th{-.?t _pu‘bhc funds
. ot justly e given to onc sect withoub being given to all
1‘icrhtt E;ust, 13‘_31‘1}&135, Te admit‘ted ‘that the State h.as a greater
i E’ o assert its own authority 1 Il"Bl‘ELHd t-]_m.n in E]}gln}ul,
el count of the greater proportion of its contribution
C_}“' a'l'ds_ the cost of education there. Tn England it may be
S&tﬁfﬁl in round figures, that, out of a total annual‘ expense of
on and a half, the State contributes one third and the
scholars one third, while the remaining third is derived from
subscriptions, congregational collections, bazaals, endowments,
31_1(1 other like sources. In Treland the 1}1‘01301'1&10115 are far
tlffm‘cnt‘ Taking the returns of the year 1867—since when.
here will have hean bu little alteration—the aggrogate Jneoms
;f the Irish National schools was as follows __Public grant,
268,254 ; school pence, £40,884 ; subseriptions, endow-
ments, &o,, £11,086 ; total, £321,124 Since L4945 of the
subseriptions, &e., was derived from the province of Ulster
alone, it is evident that the Roman Clatholic portion of the
tomimunity make but a very trifling contribution towards the
voluntary part of the fund. The schools WD indeed, be
considered in great measure free. Tor every pound given in
subscription or endowment, the State gives aboub twenty-two,
Qlul it adds about six pounds t0 eVery pound paid in school
fees. The average cosb per scholar being @ little over fwenty-
Two Shjﬂillgs a year, legs than one ghilling 13 derlved from:
subscriptions, &e., about three shillings from the scholar, and
upwards of eighteen shillings from the State. If the cost of
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inspection and central administration were comprised in the
calculation, the share of the State would appear considerably
higher, for the total expenditure of the National Board in
1867 was, not £321,000, but just upon £358,000.

The expenditure here stated covered an average daily
attendance of 521,683 children, but twice that number wonld
probably have to be provided for if all the denominational
schools were taken under the patronage of the State, for the
total number of pupils on the rolls at the end of 1866 was
upwards of nine hundred thousand. The public expenditure
on education in Ireland is already three fourths of that in
Ingland, though the population is only one fourth. If the
denominations were all subsidised, as the Commissioners
propose, the Irish schools would cost the State nearly fifty
per cent. more than the English. The pecuniary question is
therefore one of great magnitude, especially when contrasted
with the poverty of the results that have been or ever can be
produced under denominational management. There has
existed, since 1831, a competition between the ambiguous
action of the National Board and different extremes of
sectarianism, and the result has been the ervection of a great
many so-called schools; but at the census of 1861 there
were, in the whole population of persons exceeding five years
of age, out of every hundred, thirty-nine who could neither
read nor write, twenty who could read but not write, and only
fort}noue who could write agwell asread. Such having heen,
I the past, the return for money and exertions denomina-
t_lonfm}’_ expended, what iy to be expected in the future if a
like policy be continued ?

Thf" yeader hc?ing left to angwer this question himself, after
examining the facts which are here stated, it is proper to add
a few “wca_1-ds on L'_he subject of University Education in Treland
—a subject which is of concemn to the public because it
ng‘ea-tgns to hecome one of public expense. The Roman

atholic hierarchy are extremely desirous of forcing the
ek sh-l{:O bg:mt t_t-?lem a  University, in which the
and it l‘c»: evi?ient ﬂmfrtllllely under their own do.m‘lnatlgn,
1e head of the present Administration
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& i ter much
18 in favowr of yielding to their demand.  Afte

. - j -, Gladst gpeaking for
coquetting with the subject, M. Gladstoui,l ii e
11111]8@.11‘ and his colleacues made & frank gn-o*;?t. : . i

20t «h last, in the following
of Commions, on the 20th of March last, R
words: “We have entertained,.and contnue b S

) : : 10 helief, that it 15 a1 extren
the belief, we are pledged to the belief, Ui e

. : / . .
“hardship on that portion of the Irish popu ahn‘ion s
“choose to accept an education apart from rehgion, '
) . i i . to them in Ireland 3
o L - hold that this call
“ which they may obtain degrees ; and we hold - e
o phas ' Tisomige it as you may, 18 e

1t what you like and disguise 102 ]d' : e -

s Ivi i - of religious : . th
of civil penalties on acecount of .1(,I.1‘glf 2 ej L ity
round-about faghion so characteristic -t ;@te S
ntended to signify that Parliament ouglgt ?rlb]m” i
of the produce of taxation for the sake o %;i«,.—m‘;w et
Montane hishops of Ireland to 'DOSEBS:J cLi i Y
OWwn,  In meeting the p]'opos_mmn, i '.rllgtigq_l e e
enguire whether, outside of [}h.t'-) eee. es;ttion S %
really i any portion of the Trish _popu ;Gd & e
have tlie lui}gl]el‘ branches of Stud;}r sefl ol i
With the extreme accompnlmnenta o_ 11-11-,-? : Permit .
1 i R i 5”13' ()L‘ll‘:ﬂ{ifi of learning;
Interference of theology with the hones : 1(\1'vinr* T
Or whether a Protestant G overnment 18 0 J{s 1 -1-10.]1;3.- o
el Prfenee s Pl'OPOSiHS {?O {;:D'Lhnd tc; become the
young men of the upper clagses _111 _)11%_1;11.63 M
slaves of Rome, and conseq,ueutly .Lhe Lni\ h.c e il
over which that Government ]_ﬂ.esjtﬁ'c"! the single ohservation
Gladstone is sufficiently disl:,.{-;set'l 0.? .J:'J\;r _du.c u.f_'.?on el
that gentlemen who seek 2 Um"_elfll by 2® ig any eollsidemble

0 e 1= v :
pay its expenses themselves. If 1{’} S oL e
number of Jrish families, of the R s
wish their sons to Dbecome learned 11 e

301 ] em}h
] > Wlﬂl 11

ety mtics, s Dfl:tlll'fll 501‘31‘”{?: -%t'ulrlq,l‘d, a‘llld a CODS]ta.llt
wisting ; prmisiy sbandd - SRipas g
t\ustm_g of the truth to the R PP Eig B for S ;
admixture of Popish obsel“'—r‘uﬁlﬁb’t 1es0Y

i thow "E

Purpose can easily’ he ir)und wib

£ to taxation. If,
t in the
:1orpble elemiel
on the contrary, there is 1.0 guch GOllSlde],{Lbl
) i

B



population, it would be a mere act of interference and
obtrusion for the Government to set up & University governed
by rules that were dictated by Romish carvdinals and bishops.
In any case, it is outrageous to propose that money exacted
in taxes of the poor—who can scarcely find the means of
having their own children taught to rvead and to write—
should be expended in providing University instruetion for
the rich. This is the simple answer to Mr. Gladstone. A
more elaborate reply might be given if necessary, bub it would
be a waste of argument to discuss other considerations in a
case where a single reason is comclusive. The people of
England are amply justified in refusing to pay for the estab-
lishment of g Popish Uuiversity in Ireland, on the sole ground
that such an establishmeng should be self-maintaining.
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