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TO HIS EXUELLENCY

THE EARL OF ST. GERMAINS,

LORD-LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND.

Brrrasy, Felowary 1, 1854,
My LoRrp,

L mavE felt myself for some time past strongly im-
pelled, by the discovery of a great and manifest gap in the educa-
tional institutions of Ireland, to address the Government, and the
country at large, upon the subject. In givin g to the press some
thoughts on the establishment of academic institutions between
the universities and preparatory schools already in existence, I have
thankfully to acknowledge the favour which your Excellency has
conferred, in allowing me the privilege of addressing my letters to
a nobleman whose collegiate associations and official acts are
equally on the side of educational advancement. Whilst T avail
myself of this liberty, I shall have all due respect to the terms of
your Ixcellency’s permission, by not presuming to suppose that
my individual convictions are in any way exponent of the views of
the Government, or of the educational authorities; but, having
vepson to believe that you regard the subjeet as important, and
worthy of consideration, I am relieved from embarrassmentin ad-
dressing the following remarks to your Excellency, as the chief
povernor of a country, the proper and adequate education of
L\-‘rhigh continues to excite the deepest interest both among the
people and in the Imperial Parliament.

I need not inform your Lordship, nor remind the public, that
Government has done much during the last twenty years for the
education of Ireland, It has provided, first, the National Schools,
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and then the Queen’s Colleges. The former oviginated with
Lord Stanley, now the Earl of Derby, and the Ministry with
which he was at that time connected ; the latter, with Sir Robert
Peel, and the Government presided over by him. Each succeed-
ing Grovernment, without a single exception, has been friendly to
these institutions. It is not necessary for the object which I
have in view to take any side in the controversies which have
raged as to the constitution of the schools and colleges, My
argument applies, whether they are lkept as they are, or modified,
provided only that they are continued ; and no man, so far as T
am aware, proposes to abolish them. We have, then, on the one
hand, the National Schools, giving instruction in the common
branches of education to half-a-million of children. Omn the other
hand, we have the three colleges,’ each with a staff’ of twenty
professors, imparting instruction in arts, medicine, law, and agri-
culture ; and, connected with these, the Queen’s University for
Treland, authorised to grant degrees to the young men who have
studied at Belfast, Cork, and Galway.  The colleges and the uni-
versity have takena high standard of scholarship—as high as that
of any collegiate institution in the three kingdoms. The students
have to undergo a matrieulation examination before entering col-
college, and the examiners appointed by the university exact an ac-
curate acquaintance with the coupses preseribed hefore eranting de-
grees inany department. B wlen ofie locks first at the National
Schools, and then at the Colleges,
him, How are the

the question presses itself upon
Trish youth to rise from the one to the other ?
The one class of institutions furnishes B
ship, and arithmetie, with the ele
maties and the natural seiencos,

nglish reading, penmai-
ments, in some places, of mathe-

The other requires, in order to
admission, a considerable Proficiency in elassical studies, But how
are our young men to mount from the lower to the 11}3-1101- plat-
fo.r'm? Every one has heard of the person who built a fine house
of two storeys, each very large and commodious, but who neglected
to put a staiv betweon, It appears to me that, if the Grovernment
80es 110 further than it g done, it may be represented as guilty
of a similar blunder,  We need o set of intermediate schools, to
enable the promising youth, belonging to the middle and

. : Ircland, to tylce advantage of the education pro-
vided in ¢l Colleges.

more
lower classns of

il

Without sueh intermediate institutions the work begun in the
National Schools will be improperly intercepted. I am mnot cne
of those who thinl-that it is for the good of the country that the
higher classes of society should be brought down; but I am
convinced that it is for the advantage of the country wt large,
and even of the upper classes, that facilities should be. given to
the more deserving members of the lower ranks to raise them-
selves to a higher elevation. It is for the ben.eﬁt of the whole
social atmosphere that the more fervent and aspiring parts of the
lower stratum should be allowed to mount upwards, and carry
their heat and energy along with them into the }11)1)@1' regions.
T bélieve that a country is not wisely or impartially governed
which does not prepare a way by which the son of the tradesman
or small farmer may, if gifted with the proper talents and perse-
verance, rise to the higher offices of the land. But there :u'cf no
such facilities at this moment in Ireland. A young man might
have genius and indomitable perseverance equs:l to that of niy
two countrymen, Robert Burns and Hugh Miller ;_ but l-l;here
are wide distriets in Ireland, whole half counties, in which he
could not at this day find the means of acquiring that smattering
of the Latin language which the two eminent persons. referred to
were enabled to procure at their own door in Scotland, and no
possible means of enabling himm to rise to any of the learned pro-
fessions. Ihold that, if a country be equitablygm“emed, there will
be provision made for enabling young men of ability and energy
to rise beyond the common schools to thf} collcge.s, ‘J.l‘ld tille_r.lce,
if they have crowning merit, to the very hlgh'est offices 1‘11 Chureh
and State.  Such fresh blood ever poured into the veins of th_e

upper classes in rank and profession, Would greatly promote their

health and energy, and would bring them into a state of more |
friendly sympathy and fellowship with the other portions of the

community The Trish, in the more sequestered districts, have
heen taught to look upon themselvesas a people trampled on and
crnshed . and I know nothing better fitted to gain their generous
; i i bl L, o LI -
hearts, than to find that their 1)1'()}_‘(11’51113 yout-h., ms’mftd of 1)1111.1;3
in poverty in their turf-built cabins, or being driven to far-
distant shores, have veally. the means of rising to honour and
competence in their own land. .

The existing deficiency, while so far limiting the henefits which
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the lower storey of the building might effect, is found to be a still
greater hindrance to the utility of the upper storey. When the
ditficulties with which the Queen’s Colleges have had t
are taken into account, they may be regarded as wonderfully
suecessful. Sl they might accomplish much more than they
have hitherto done, provided the Government of the country
were to finish what they have sp well begun, And here I may
be permitted tq remarl, that I helieve there is n great misunder-

standing among the friends of the Queen’s Colleges as to the chief
hindrance to their entire suceess,

various churches have spoken str
ereumstanee is sy
which they have Iy

0 contend

Certain influential members of
ongly against them, and this
Pposed to constitute the main obstacle with
ad to eontend, This, in my humble opinion,
is a mistake. The influences veferred to have been brought to
bear against the National Schools without much visible effect.
I have far too high an opinion of the independent spirit of the
Irish people to believe that they are to be deterred by such in-
fluences from supporting institutions which have, as they see, a
beneficial tendency. I g convinced that the grand difficultios
 Wwith which the Queen’s Colleges have had to conter
J not from ecolesiastival opposition, but the wtter want of adequate
Jeeders.  Give g only a sufficient numiber of classieal schools,
judiciousl_y planted throughout, the land, and in a fow years the
class-rooms of the Queen’s Colleges would he erowded, Nay, T
am persuaded that Trinity

ollege itself would feel the influence
in an increased numher of young men, bclouging to the middle
and lower classes, eagerly seeking to take advantage of its high
scholarship and its many privileges.
I donot plead, then, fop these intermediate schools merely as
4 means of increasing the usefulness of the Queen’s Uolleges,
As a professor in one of these Colleges, I acknowledge that I am
anxious to mpke them thoroughl ¥ fulfil the end designed by them.
I would not e worthy of the office which I have the honour to
hold were T ot desivous to see them accomplish the good which
they are fitted to serve, Put I Pleacl for upper schools, not
on the ground Ofpi‘o.moting the welfare of the Queen’s Colleges;
I plead for them as fitted to henefit every other collegiate insti-

wd have proceeded,

tution in this island, or i C
accustomed to resort ;

areat Britain, to which Irishmen are
I plead for them as caleulated to elevate

i
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the Irish people to a higher status in the scale of nations, and
scatter innumerable blessings throughout the land. L
It is not needful in this age to adc}uce a-l-gurrfcntfs to ]}I"OVG
that the knowledge—classical, mathematieal, and SCLGDtlﬁG——LOl]:-
municated at these upper schools, would tend to clevate thlohe
who may acquire it. It does more. .I am persuaded that wllen
a number of young men, in a given d‘lst-mct, learn these brane 165, g
in rising themselves they tend to raise up the. whc_)le cmnmrtmty
with which they are connected—the brothers, sisters, cor‘npamo?ls,
with whom they assoclate—nay, all who hear of th_eu' att;}m—
ments and advancement. Nor ne(?d. I 1.3nte1' 01.1 zu.l_y olnb_om-tc
statement to show that schools for gwl.ng instruction in the higher
branches of learning cannot flourish mlthout an '?Tldf)wmcnt f,‘}omi
some quarter. Except in certain ver}i favoured d;str{cl-ts, a teac 1101
cannot live, cannot feed or clothe himself, ﬁby classics, In the
rural districts, and in the smaller towns of ]_unglrtnd, Scotland, mi
Treland, a teacher of Latin, Gl‘cek’. math‘enmtif:s, and nlatu}a.
seiences, will nof, from the fees-of his 1]111)115-, earn as much a;:, a
clerk in a bleaching establishment or a pl‘DVIS‘LOll‘St.Ol‘e—,‘.n:'L}, %n .
most cases, not so much as a journeyman 1f1echamc or ml-t]sa.n.. .111 ",
Belfast, or any of our other large commercial :11:ch1 m:muﬁwtzlnfg
cities. Tt follows that, if the higher branches are to be t.aug,fl i; Im
this country, there must be an. endowment on the p{‘llt ?- e
Grovernment, or some other partles. I know of no other par tl‘es Ilrl
the least likely to supply the want throughout the land gener a]%_} A
and therefore I address myself to the country, and the Govern-
representing the country. -
]n(i;?l;l?elies}p;icespeiial reason fi)r the Grovernment (U.l'CCt.l‘J:‘lg lti
attention to the subject—the want has been to some extelit f:lfeate:l
by the Government. In former JEALEs there were t.oft(‘; C{:?l
throughout theNorth of Ireland a considerable Illllllbi}Bl r0 - :E: t:l 8
who earned a livelihood, misel.'able f:nough:, I prant, by clomslmulg
the common branches of learning with Latin. : E_ven .mt.le ﬂout 1,
there were hedge teachers, who professed to give mst? uctions b(?th
in the English and Latin lzt-ugua%,res, ftl'ld who tfmght both _mr,h
about the same amount of perfeetwnl or lmperfectlon.‘ .‘The ]fs,ta,b_
lishment of tlie National Schools withdrew the.‘ English se o}ars,
whe were the main support of the teacher, from these mixed
schools, and the consequence is that a large number of them have
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disappeared.  Some were able to len
till the year of the famine, when their chief supporters intimated
to the teacher that it wag no time to think of Latin or mathe-
matics for their children, when the question was how they were
to get bread.  Wherever I travel throughout Ulster, I ]:em' of
pl:}ces where classical schools of some sort existed ten, twenty, or
.' thirty years ag0, but which have not now the means of learning
J the rudiments of the ancient, langmages within the distance of tei
or twelvemiles, The Convener of the College Committes reported
to the last General Assembly of the Presbyterian Chureh, that he
had Deard of seven or eight elassieal schaols existing formerly in
.t-he. C‘punty Dovwn, but which have now disapp;earcd. Were it not
mnvidious to select, Tcould name djsti nguished men in the various
churches, and at the bar, who were prepared in whole, orin part, at
these schools, for the universities of Dublin or Glasgow, Alarpe
proportion of the Preshyterian ministers in the Noif;h of h‘eln;d
were trained at syuch institutions. In the South of Ireland
the hedge teacher set many a clever hoy to learn the Latin I:m—,
E;mge, and thus gave him a taste fop scholarship, which impelled
Ni.;?l]l; i:l?l 15621;:& z;?;r;c:om]sz tin}flaeh]i]g‘her :'ucaclemies and coll(:'ges.
. he minstrel employed to raise a

funereal wail over the decease of the hedge schools, It is matter
of congratulation that they have been superseded by something
;)‘etizr.l But tl.xe Nationg] Schools, in providing higher kind oc’;”
‘ e;i]::m ;111 eiljfi:t‘m; have not ]1.ithel‘to offered any instructijan in
L ; 18 On the contrary, the teaching of classics is
1310-‘3151"9]}7 lllte.l‘dicted m the National Schools, ’f}my have thus
: fOtEIL; :L,:}::;Yl :iljth‘fsemirnariess in which Latin wag taught, I grant,
- wi pertectly, but shere the boy frequently got as much
S ciz:;i liln:vz t}j‘;t@,(; fo.r n}gre, It appears, then, that the National
i al, mmdentall;l\,r,.the means of diminishing the
classical schogls. It ig surely not too much fo ask

the Govep
. Gro»_.::mment of the country to remedy the evil which it has
unintentionally created,

In my next letter, T
—-Meanwhi1e, Tam, yo

gthen out their existence

shall enter somewhat more into detail.
urs, &c.

oy
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LETTER TI.

My Lorbp, .

In a former letter, I called your Lordship’s attention
to the wide gulf swhieh separates the National Schools from the
Colleges of Ireland, and undertook to show that there are no
adequate means of enabling the youth of the middle and lower
classes to rise from the one to the other,

It is not necessary, in order to the validity of my arzument; to
maintain that there are searvecly any classical schools throughont
Ireland. The position which Llay down is, that the existing
sehools are far from being sufficiently numerous; that they are
not diffused over the land ;- that some of the best of them are, in
fact, feeders exclusively of Trinity College, Dublin, and supports
of the Established Church; and that most of the others are very
inadequately supported, and are ntterly insufficient to meet the
wants of the country, In Belfast, besides a very few private
schools, which occasionally send a pupil to college, we have two
admirable public institutions, which are struggling manfully with
the too exclusively commercial -spirit of the place, and a chief
means of supplying students to the Queen’s College. Then there
are throughout Iveland a number of Diocesan and Royal Bchools,
some of which have large endowments, and teachers of distin-
guished Jearning and ability. - These schools are in the hands of
the Church of England, and the course of education pursued has
reference throughout to Trinity College, Dublin, It is easy to
understand how they should, in econsequence, send fow pupils to
the Queen’s Colleges.  This is now the fifth session in which the
College in Belfast has been in active operation, and the College
hooks report only three students as having entered from the Dio-
cesan, and four from the Royal Schools. Ay the Diocesan Schools
are chicfly supported by the contributions of the clergy of  the
Established Church, I do not feel as if I were called to offer any
criticism upon their mode of management. But the Royal Sehools
are differently circumstanced. These schools are supported out
of public funds, and there is nothing in the original constitution
connecting them with Trinity College or the Church of England
But the Commissioners of Education, appointed nnder the actof 54

B
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| Greo, TIL. ¢. 107, have turned the pupils in that direction, by found-
| ing thirty exhibitions, of the value of from £25 10 £50 each, for stu-
¥ dents who enter Trinity College from any of the following schools,
viz. :—Armagh, Dungannon, Enniskillen, and Cavan. Many per-
sons think that it is high time that a Parli
were appointed, to inquire into the wor
Bat it is not necessary that I

amentary Commission
king of these institutions.
should enter into this discussion. It
may be very proper, some would argue, that the Chureh of Ire-
land and the College at Dublin should have such supports; but in
this case it is Decessary to furnish similar advantages to other
sections of the community, But it is more to my present pur-
pose to remark, that whatever he done with theso schools, they
are not fitted to meet e difficulty. There are only seven of

them altogether, and these, with the few other endowed schools

to be met with here and there,

are not commensurate with the
wants of a country which has four State colleges, and a population
of six milligng,

Besides these endowed Episcopal schools, there are, in a few
of the wealthier localities, some others, either at the teachers’
own adventure, or supported by a few families elubbin o together.
In regard to the latter, T have to remark, that they are often
confined to twelye (or some other small numbey of) select pupils,
and are utterly beyond the peach of the

lower, or even of the
middle classes,

As to the others, we find that in very few cases
er professional qualifications, and
{Uately supported. Here and there you
ling the Latin language, along with the
comuon branches, during the summer vacation of College, or for
a year or two, in order to find the means of prosecuting his own
education, and when he leaves the district the school is broken
up-  Then, in the smalley pyarket towns and villages, and in the
country districts, even the most populous, there are no schools at
which the upper branchos are taught; « Knd whit 18 the conses
of a learned education are altogether be-
ose classes of society which supply the
of the students to the colleges in Scotland, in the
f America, and in Germany. In this respect Ire-
* behind the countries I have named. It is not now
O them in ity colleges, but vastly behind them in the

that in no case is he adeg
will find a student teacl

quence?  The henefits
yond the reach of th
greater number
United States o
land is fy
inferior ¢

11

apparatus provided for supplying students to lits cn?llegiate “.njt-l;
tutions. It may be safely affirmed, that there 15.110t a country i
the world which has set up so many colleges, relatively to the pepu-
lation, and yet planted so few preparatory schools. L
In Seotland, the country with which I Am hest acqumutf’-:d, ‘J:Y
far the greater part of the students attcndm'g the fo)m' univ 0‘151;‘
ties come from the country towns and 1):11>1shes“ By means 10
the Burgh, the Parochial, and latterly the Tree Chul;ch schoo ;\f
classies at a very cheap rate are bl'oughi': to ayery. mms door. | ]
we keep out of the thinly populated H_lghla_nd districts, we s‘hal
not be able to find a family in Scotland which lmf not, within 4
very few miles of it, a school in which the ?—;a.t.lll ]amguag.‘e. is
tml‘ght. The consequence is, that not 0111)-"111 the lsll'glc (:1t1t3f,
but in every small town, in almost every village, :mcll in lni..)bt.
populous comuntry distriets, you will find a number of G;hild.ICD
learning the classical languages,  All of them do not go forward
to college (it is well that they do not), L:mt- those who have 'thc
proper talents and tastes do, and several of thl.a colleges_arff nmu{lzy
fed by such pupils. It is in consequence of i;lfe‘me:ms of Fchuu—
ing the highér branches being so universally ch.ﬂused and pressed
on the notice of every family, that so many ciu](h:cn are tmnp?ed
to begin the study. The :t"ollowi%‘lg is a case which is occm;rmg
evcrvhve:u' in every populous distriet, urban and rural, of Seot-
Inmf LA boy has been three 01‘. four years at scho.o], and has
acquired the elements of the orc.lmﬂry branches. DBeing, as _yef_:,
mﬂy about ten years of age, he i8 unfit for manual work, and 11.13
father, a small farmer, a shopkeeper, or respectable Tx:mlusn‘mn, is
willing to keep him at school for ?:L.'fi-lmc longer. The teacher,
pleusc:l with the quickness and diligence of the hoy, .prc;pos?'es
that he should take instruction for a quarter of a }-'rc‘ur n Lﬂ,tu_:L,
the fee for which is only four or five shiﬂings. - th father is
flattered by the implied eompliment ‘to the ability of his son, :m_d
after uttering some expressions of affected reluctance, eonsm.ﬂ;s tlo
the proposal. The youth is already put upon a course which is
to lead to his becoming a useful member, perhaps an ornament,
of one of the learned professions. .
But there are no such wide-spread ‘mh'autagcs and facilities ru,
these in Ireland. There are large villages, pL"'Il'l'LlelS I‘Lll‘ﬂl.dls-
triets, and even market and burgh towns, which are not Within
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orward to the P ne to time, ar
2 The Proshviop re young
after o short e Preshyter RS young
L 'Stﬂ.}" gel y o 101 ministr
, generally le o stry, and wl
college.  Thei y leave ior son 2P
ge. Their removt y 1e other locality
and erent aifflalt 1?0\ al has the effect of seatte .Dttlllt)} or for
slee 11l AT 1) = - > o] g 2 £
lies y is experienced in collecting 1 ring the school
applies to many other places ' collecting it” This 4
froraphich T s} — Tl aces, Cloming round tc 1 is remark
: : avted, T find that, i ywards the poix
in Monaghan, wit hat, in the mark e
18 with & : . arket i [
i ]_"DP;:I’I an, : th a population of 2000, ar \1 tormiak Ballibay,
a populous , and seated ir
e s T cL ls’_t“fl-t; there is no classieal seho;};t:‘d in the heart
: ave similar st s of ¢ .
but the above w illul‘w statements from the Cot Bpp o iy
s o r: : think, be deemed sufficient ;E}" Armagh ;
> £ That is far : : : W =
statistics are to 1 ; far too wide-spread. Unfort Gy aze oply
4 are e 0 . Lintortun:
¢ had much too readily fron uppteln, sueh
¥ trom every distri
J striet of

Ireland.
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These statisties* relate merely to one provinee of Ireland. I
have before me a rough sketch of a Plan of Uollegiate and Aca-
demic Edueation for Ircland, drawn out by the Very Rev. Dr.
Bagot, Dean of D romore, in 1845, and in it there are certain
statements given as to the whole country. ¢ There are in Ire-
land,” he says, «98 towns, containing a populution exceeding
3000 each. Of these, 18 have endowed schools, leaving 80
towns, of a population exceedine 3000 cach, requiring good aca-
demies.” 3
) Tt is evident that, in most districts of this country, it is all but
mpossible for a hoy belonging to the middle or lower classes,
whatever may be his genius or abilities, to hecome a member of
the learned professions. I order to the acquisition, on his part,
of any of the higher branches, it will be necessary for the parent
to board him, at a high rate, in some town at a distance where
there happens to be a classical institution. Tt is vain to expect’
that the lower, or even the middle classes of socicty, in such a poor
country as Ireland, should bewillin g or able to expend twenty or
thirty pounds a year in hoarding a boy of ten or twelve years of
e The result is, that the mea.;jr,s of acquiring a learned edica-
fion are pract-ica}j{y denied 1o the m(g;'oa'i i, T should say to Hhree-

Jourths, of the people of Ireland. The colleges are thus made to
depend for the supply of students on but a fraction of the popu-
izt:}‘:;m’ zfp’ij;il‘so};;rtironb n.muy are led, by ?he pi‘_i\_'ileges ITCM out

: ¢ Trinity College, Dublin, leaving only & coni=
paratively small segment of the community to support the
Queen's Collegos. The partial sucecess of the New Colleges,
under such disadvantageous circumstances, is a proof that they
would he eminently sucessful in more favoured circumstances,
and if only they had the syme feeders as the Dublin University
and the colleges of othey lIands.

In closing this letter, T beg to state, in the very strongest lan-
g::lg:e, myl deep conviction that, if a set of higher schools for
A351C8 an Wi n : sai i :
sciences, \(vc?:satg;}zﬂizgs,t;Zili‘(]):zitOitlil;eli:ﬂllpl(iclh;f; ﬂ:-}ollll']ﬁui:cz
ardently patronised by s ol s pRRALE

¥ the Irish people. T maybepermitted to
® It should e stated th o which

. ; at they were procuved six months ago, sin¢
time alterations may I | : -

ave taken place in some ol the loealities,
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that I have no national predilections to gratify in upholding the

Trish people. I belong toa country where the people are acknow-

ledged to have a taste for learning. But I give it as my decided
testimony, that the Irvish have as great predilection for learning,

and as great an aptitude for taling it up, as the Scoteh—might T
not add, as any nation on the face of the earth. It is to he re-
oretted that, amid political and ecclesiastical divisions, so little
should have been done for ages for the education of the people.
The pity is that, at this moment, there should be such a hiatusin
its edueational institutions. I am convinced that the present is a
favourable opportunity for extending the means of a higher edu-
eation. The farmers, tradesmen, and peasantry of the land, after
coming through such a trial as Ireland never experienced hefore—
such, indeed, as few nations haye ever been doomed to pass through
—_are beginning to feel that they are in more favoured circum-
stances, and will hail with gratitude any attempt which may he
made to give their sons an education which may enable them, if
they have the requisite abilities, to set forth ona career of uscful-
ness and honour.—I am, &c.
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LETTER IIL
My Lozp,

My main object in these letters is to call attention
to the want which exists, If only our statesmen and the country
were sufficiently impressed with the greatness of the deficiency,
and the importance of meeting it, there would speedily be devised
@ means of supplying it,  As long as the necessity is not felt,
persons will only see difficulties in carrying out any suggested
scheme; as soon as the need is acknowledged, obstacles will be
found to give way,

Lean conceive of the evil being remedied in a variety of ways;

indeed T am convinced that more than one step should be taken
m order to meet the cire

umstances of the case, as it is presented
to us.

(1) There might be
Royal Sehools, not in th
| leges, or narrowing
¥ national institutions
colleges in connaet;
University. Thes
in being of Royal
-ter, in being o
| | from

a modification in the operation of the
e way 6f depriving them of these privi-
their utility, but in order to make them truly
> and the means of supplying students to the
on with the Queen's, as well as to the Dublin
¢ schools are similar to the Queen’s Colleges,
Foundation, in being endowed by Royal Char-
Pen to pers

. “ny mterference with, ke religion of the masters, the assis-
i tants, or Pupils,

Lstate these important facts on the authority of

© TPort of a Select Committee of the House of Commons, on

1 Foundation Schools in Ireland, which was presented to Parlia-
ment in 183K In thyt report it is stated—¢ The Royal Sehools
| ‘.\'em not precluded, elthep by their charter or by any Act of Par-
. lr?]:::}eut- or bye-layy, from receiving all religious dcnomin{ltion-‘i-‘
lfgh the course PUrsued, in the instance of Diocesan Schools, of

“Ppolnting masters from the Church of England, and generally

clefg}?nlen, prevailed alsg i the case of the Royal Schools, it does

;(;zcr;ﬁlu?r?;a i the Lm'd—Licuten‘;mt, as in the case of’;:h:l

; by any li)mi;x t’. “_3 ElI:P‘-‘ilnf:mr_’nf: solely in l]'| is own hand, unslmc: tt_
| = am& 1:)1»1 of a) religious, exclusive chfu-acter. ’Ijlu'} ws?]:‘; )
Royal §ep 1.141',1_11}, Protestant, but chosen from the lﬂ:tt“,‘ i

TR0 Bave 0t ol times been considered open to all reli-

ons of all religious persuasions, and free
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gious persyasions.” By an Acf: already referred to, 1}as$£;d in
1813, the commissioners are entltled. !‘;0 allot f“.m.ls to the “en-
dowment of such and so many exhibitions at T]'{mty College, 'tu
be held by such persons, and under such regulations m:id restrie-
tions, as to the said cpmmissionel‘s shall seem proper.” By an
Act passed in 1822—(3 Geo. IV, c. 7:9)—-t110 powers of the
commissioners were extended, by enabling them to apply the
funds of any of the Royal Schools in aid o.f the funds Df.auy other
of these schools. It would only be carrying out t}le olf:_]ec‘t of the
original constitution of these schools were her Majesty’s Gr‘overn-
ment to introduce an Act (Simi]:ll.‘ t’? that of 1822, amending the
Act of 1813), enabling the commissioners to endow “such and so
many exhibitions in any of the Quce'n’s Colleges, t? b'e held by
sueh persons, and under such regulations i and restrictions, as.I to
the commiissioners might seem meet,” T mdul‘ge the ]10133. that
there will be found some Irish Member of. Parliament sufficiently
patriotic to call the attontion of the Legislature to the mr{nnge’z-
ment of the Royal Schools, and that the members of .her .BI&.] esty.s.
Government will be inclined to take the whole subject into thein
rourable consideration,
fm];)::,a :LLICZIWG gsaid in my last letter, the Royail Schoolls, even
though remodelled, and administered on & more liberal pl-m.e.q)le,
are ;‘.ot g0 numerous nor so equally dlstnbutet‘l ag to nﬂnut 011:
their supplying the middle or ‘Iower c_lasscs with the means o
acquiring the higher branches of e(luimtmn. pr gl
(2.) It has occurred to me tl'lat,: without any injury t.o he Na
tional Schools, nay, greatly to their advantage, there might be a
system of higher education gra.ft’cd upon t?lczn.- . st
First, there might be immediate p(}l‘lmss‘mn given tl-o‘fl : : ¢
teachers to impart instruetion in any of the higher bl:&im 1l£s W 11\0‘ ‘
they were competent to teachy at those hours at ¥:rhw 11t ey wa.;(-.
not, occupied with their ordinary w ork. As ther.e is s;tac 1 *1 lwzlt.:]\—
ful superintendence of thlem by the Insl_?ectm-s of t?le 1.}0:1‘1;_ att 1191
ordinary school hours, I canmnot concelve thuii this liberty could
ever be abused. On the conteary, T am convinced that the per-
migsion thus given would tend rather to elevate the teacher, E!:‘illd
encourage him in his arduous work. Betwge‘n the ]1olm's .of mnc—i
and ten in the forenoon, and three and four in ‘ﬂ'ltl} aftc%rnoc.m,lm
in the evening, classes might be formed for instruetion in the
C
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higher branches, without at
the Elementary School.
the National Schools on

foresee any Inconveniene
ment,

all interfering with the business of
I have spoken to several Inspectors o
this subject, and they were 1ot able to
e likely to arise from such an arrange-

4 -

But I am mnelined
National Schools sho
to give instructio

t0 go farther than this. The teachers of the
uld ot only be permitted but encouraged
of education, Itl, f:‘t t‘he‘l‘mm\s referred to, in the higher bm.ncl%es
from aﬂo““h}g Al tl;Pl;@&lh t0 me that great henefit would 31‘1:5‘3
the National Sc];o le teaeht‘l's who have attained the first classin
given to thoge whoo S 01 compete for an additionall salary,' to be
elementary seic could stand an examination in classics :mdl

e, and who would he hound at certain times, not
school hours, to teach these branches, at a low

fee, t,
> 10 all who miglht
ight g Py N :
aware that t)epe Lgl b apply for instruction in them, I am quite
ployment migh r;ﬂe Persons who fear that this subsidiary em-
= Ather divar -
from his e 1-1 divert the attention or energy of the teacher
Tabon/ot Bk C‘Zl‘:b\‘ Iéllt, from a large observation of the ope-
b ined sy . i
there is ng ground ] ¢ systemin Great B ritain, I am eertain that
Parochial S:hools Of‘gliltev@r for such an apprehension, In the
compotent fop he v '.;Otland, the teachers are found to be more
the circumstance 11, O; . OE- teaching the elom(—'ntul‘y branches, from
TS e dc. 2t their minds ave enlarged by a knowledge
her L'Iﬁ.'e:t o .Pt rtments, The Colnlu-itt v -
. IS8y S Privy- Coumert uiiat e ec on Eduecation of
Tise 13 2 S0hdmey ' .
; acclm ding to thejy Dlofeiarioy, & 1@ to their teachers, which
0 mathempt; : as as 5 it
r’ led. Immdtlcs St 1“Lﬂgll*{.m’ss' "111 I‘-g]c-e rtained by examination
\ e, has had the happieg; j-es;ﬂt 6 this system, to my know-
and status of the schoolmpuon t]-s n elevating
3 . 2 aster both i
}ppezus 0 me to he one grand llfm Engl;md
np ke g defeay 3
reland, that it containg y,0 S oefft-m the
i M TOvision,
to give energy t
5¢ Cligyeed
t, no teache,
» nd that not ¢ v

the proficiency
and Scotland. Tt
national system of
Tt stands in need of
ic:ns—-—to give a mo-
Uition. At this pre-

o ; » Tise beyon, “tai
ment.  There is ng 3 e tne Tespect of of‘gond e
1ce and emoly
1-

T

teachers tmder 1] = ﬂucement held gyt
in acquiring 4, 1? Aotial Board to. gy nd aspiving
fear, ave tc‘; ;tpei l,lgher departmenty of kngwy S o

o] =« v S5 -
[ »eonsequence, to devote ¢ .edg(., i and some, I
) 1CIr eveniy

ingsand thajy

?ﬁ)me sueh spring s
V& power to the in ﬂO 55 Opora
€ Work of ¢

can, by‘._s«.:holu,rs]'nip
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spare energies to far different pursuits, in the idea that learning is
to be of no service to them. I can think of no measure so well
fitted to elevate the character and scholarship of the younger
teachers as a well-digested scheme by which they could better
their position by reading, and the study of the nobler branches
of knowledge, whether stored up in the writings of the ancients,
or opened up by the discoveries of modern science. It is only by
some such means as this that the schoolmaster can be raised to the
status which he ought to hold, and the educationimparted can he
made to keep pace with the spirit and requirements of the age.

I am convineed that the Board of Education has the power of
earrying such an arrangement ino effect. For years past, the
« Committee of her Majesty's Privy-Couneil on Education™ has
been acting on this principle in the distribution of the meney
allotted for education of the poor in Great Britain; and T am not
aware of any reason why the teachers in Ireland, and the poor in
Ireland, should be put in a worse position in this respect than the
corresponding parties in Englandand Seotland. T eannot see how
Parliament should object to the distribution of the money allotted
for the education of the poor in Ireland being made on the same
prineiples as that under the control of the Committee of Couneil
for the education of the poor of Great Britain. But if any doubt
hangs over the subject, the country would second the Board of
Bducation in Ireland in asking for an extension of its powers, so
as to enable it to accomplish this end.

This subject las been brought under the notice of the Com-
missioners of Edueation, asin the report for 1852, on the Clonmel
District Model-Sehools, by James W, Kavanagh, Esq., Head In-
spector of National Schools.

¢« During the past year, a memorial was presented to the com-
missioners by a deputation from the parents of the children, re-
questing that opportunity might be afforded to such as desired,
and as were willing to pay incrczlsed school-fees, to have their
children instructed in a course of Latin, Greek, and French, so as
to qualify them for entrance in the <:oll?g_‘os and collegiate insti-
tutions in Ireland. TFrom the rank in life to w‘hic.h many of the
pupils belong, several are 11].(0.] y to beeome pmfe.’:'smnrfl nien, a'ml
s fenowledge of classies 18 a matter of necessity ; whilst

to th besi its i
to all. the study of a second language, besides its influence as
QAL b - -
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mental discipline, would not, mer.ely make them better understand

the peculiar genius of theip own, but would lead them to the
literature of which the deaq or

In science, knowledge
with equ
the

living language is the vehiele.
is power ; in literature, it may be said,
al truth, that knowledge is pleasure, One cffect which
absence of instruetion in ¢l
schoal, is 1o have number,
of ten op

assics is sure to produce on the
5 of boys withdrawn from it at the age
eleven years, in ordep to go elsewhere and enter on the
study of Latin anq Greek, In almost all the English training
colleges and sehools for masters, the candidate teachers are taught
a scecond language ;- in 8t Moplds Chelsea, Latin, Greek, and
Fre.nch; in York and Ripon, Tatin and Greek ; in Cheltenham,
Latin; and, in Battersea, Chester, and Durham, the students are
taught Irench, NOtWit-hstunding this practice in England, there
appear to be many personsiin Ireland who doubt the propriety of
SWIng our pupil teachers in the District Model-Schools, and our
masters in the Contral Training Tnstitution, the important ad-
?‘ﬂnt&ge of a lmow}eclgc of Latin and Greck ; some fearing that
its Gx?f-ms-? would be », misapplication of the public funds, althoy zh
oo _S.Eat.e Itself mainly Supports the English Training-Schools just
mentioned, and the scheme is received unfayourably by other
Persons, on grounds of 4 different character. All the friends to
the l‘mtionnl system in and ghout Clonmel—the clergy of all de-
11011‘1mati0115, the landlords and gentry, and the professional and
o gy g s sy v i
state that I cordially c(;ll‘l:c‘f ; 1;??:_'1 = t;he "f,ChOOI ; and I beg to
Tt appears to me th; .m s “m 01)}]111311_ e
be uﬂ'g)ll’dcd, a.ot lls:lstmi ﬂ“'(f:%: t'} = Nittmn;}l BU:L%‘d, thes mllght
tific instruction in d;.'st(ri ‘:m 11 er‘:m‘(:ulnt o (?Iassxcal At Seleris
found, in fact, that the tc(.! ?11 W.-.l )llJ 1"[]15‘ e musa Tbe
tricts, and in towns, \voul(ilc 611;111]10?30- ]lll PpG oy oty Ehs--
for the additional salary g, 10;) ‘1“'%1-]1}.1 oe ﬂ.w_ persons competing
A examination tn the 1y -h : I;Ian ;cc ‘to those who UOU.I(.I stand
the persons seloctad to gﬁll0 the oﬁ(‘3 g they would certainly be
calities when  vacae. ot ?Qh%lmaster m such lo=
higher edueti a&.mw occurred- In this way, the menns of a
M 0:;:. ;Dcl;lri :zlf;llodt(hr:z;z fﬁ‘ﬁicﬁw@ .tj) Ti‘ou pretiy equally dis-
¥ peopled districts of Treland.

( 3. Bup all this will 1ot adcquate.ly meet the wants of the
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country. In the more important towns, there must be instituted
a set of academies éimilar to the Burgh Schoels of Scotland, and
the Grymnasia of Germany. In these institutions, a hig?ler edu-
cation—commercinl, literary, and scientific—would be afforded to
the children of the middle classes of the immediate locality, and

the classical tuition commenced in certain of the National Schools

in the neighbourhood would be carried on, The masters m.ig?lt,
in some cases, be draughted from the teachers who had distin-
guished themselves by their gseholarship in the National S(?hod_s,
and, in other cases, taken directly ili‘om the colleges ; and in this
way the whole educational institutions of the count-ry__woulc] be
made to fit into and to aid each other. These academies, though
not under the Board of Education in the same wa}’-' as thc.; Ele-
mentary National Schools, should still be under the inspeetion of
the Government. I am disposed to think thalt t.h.e el‘ectlonl of the
teacher, and the ordinary management of thg institution, m{gllt'be
left to loeal parties subscribing to its funds,'*' and the examination
of the teacher and the inspection of the tuition to a (?rm!ernment
official, as in the schools in England and Secotland aided by the
Committee of Council on Education. It might be made %:0005
dition that Iocal parties should, at least, assist in the f}l‘CCﬁlOD of
the sechool buildings, and provide a certain proportion of the
salaries of the teacher, the rest to be. given by Govm:nment.
Certain general enactments could be. made to sceLEre in such
academies, as in the Queen’s Colleges, liberty o‘f conscience to the
children of parents belonging to all denominations. :

I have already referred to a plan of ztcademic.educatlou dl‘i.wtl
out by the Dean of Dromore. *“ Academies 1.11 the town.?, ‘he
says, ©“are much more required than eolleges in the prow.;]lc.es‘
.ng man-of-war cannot do without a tender; and so a college

% Tn Coleraine, local parties are at present scr.g.ing UI,).:m academic ins'titt;«

: | ave aided by two of the London companies. _.{hmughour. ﬂ.w whole

s N . ihere is a strong desire on the part of the middle classes in fowns

o Ult,im{ ;:f:cade‘m[cs : C:':nd I am anxious that the Government should aid

:icllizcinlmcﬂ'o;-ts in much the same way as the London compm_aics ].1:1:\’0 done

Coleraine. I am tempted to add, that the Lnndo!a compamcs wluch. have

o : in this country might, by sparing an expensive dinner or two in the

prOpErHy -”.] Elr ar succeullbh\- the assistance granted by them, in setting up

CUUTG c:i L:;,Lsfi?,tions in r\'Il [‘ht‘ towns in the North of Treland with which
acadettt

they are connected.




camnot do without academies,”  There were, ab the mmitllli
80 towns, with 4 Population excecding 3000 each, IW o
out endowed classica] Institutions, and he would give one academy,
|l at least, to egep of
ity

i

= laroer
these, and « greater number to the larg
cities,

But T haye already gone far’enough into details, and 1;3112“1(;

' ' suﬂieientl}r Specific in my suggestions, at least at tl.‘le i :n e

. which this matgey Is at present, ¢ only the commumtylc:no. <

‘. artily, as I know tl_ley Efre fﬁOlis::erS

| eney and her BI;‘LJGSty el Irﬁ-l will
. be induceq t¢ give it theip serious Collsi‘Iel'ﬁti?n’ i

LI be found of SUPPlying a want a5 obvious e s GhReeEH

il low me, i1 conclusion, to state, that T have Fh Otl]le,l Oti your

'; - view in Writing thege lettors, and in addressing t 1em i

:‘ Lordship, than to fm'thcr, as T am bound by my O_mCC t(') ,31'0"

' education of the young of this country, and in this way to tlf o

mote the hagt interests of People who have shown that‘ 1¢}

€ Drepared to value knowledge, by supporting srery e,ducatl?nal_

. R sebup for theiy henefit. 1 am, your Lordship’s obedient
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| Some places # ang your Exeel]
il

Servang;

A bope the o

Presentatives i Purliament,

BLtors wil)

LTess the subject upen the attention of their re-
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