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| their condition would be greatly bettered | they once possessed.
 if they appropriated to their own use the -
[ property of therich, A band of these
Socialists commit dreadful outrages in a

place called Ennisfairen. This is the be- 1
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PROPHECY FULFILLED.

Mawy of those who, fifty yoars ago, opposed the cry for Home Rule, were
often to be found declaring that what was then known as the national
movement in Ireland, if allowed to run itg course, would eventually
develop into an agitation for independence or complete soparation. TFor
o time, the more moderate followers of Izaac Butt, tock the greatest
pains to conceal the true tendency of what seemed to some o be a
reasonable demand for a hetter form of local government. Buf in 1885,
when the Nationalists thought they held in their hands the balance of
power between the two great parliamentary parties, and were suspected
of having even formed an alliance with the Tories, Parnell had the cour-
age to throw aside all disguise and to declare that nothing short of inde-
pendence would satisfy the people of Treland.  Then it was thero passed
from mouth to mouth a prophecy, which pointed to a time when Irish
independence, after having been constitutionally recognized by Britain,
would degenorvate into a state of anarchy hefore it was many months old :
and it is the purpose of thesc pages, which have beon selected from the
detailed history of the short-lived Ivish Republie, to show how that pro=
phecy was fulfilled.
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[ to mark with inereasing interest how the foresight of British statesmen
‘ had heen verified by events after a lapse of fifty years or more. The
whole aceount of the condition of aflairs seems but a repetition of the
| history of the times before and after the memorable year of 1844, when
TIreland saw nearly half of her population removed by starvation and emi-
‘ gration.

The opening months of the new year were pregnant with troubles of an queqnization of
alarming character for the young Republic. As has been already stated the Republic.
with some fulness, the dissolution of the union Dbetwen the two countries
had been followed by immediate results hut litfle expectod by those who
had always maintained that Ireland was incapable of selfgovernment.

Tor several months after that momentous event, affairs in the island
really did assume a re-assuring aspect. The re-action of passion, whether
of oxcessive anger or joy, in itself Is peace; and the expectancy arising
from the organization of the new nation, involving to such an extent, as
it did, the re-adjustment of property claims and the satisfying of personal
ambitions, great and small, induced a spirit of pacification among the
discontented and unruly classes; while the leaders of the ereat move-
ment, who had developed the Home Rule prineiple into independence as
an accomplished fact, having either obtained luerative positions in the
young commontealth, or having the prospect of being appointed to such,
were more eager than ever to proclaim their faith in the stability of an
Irish imperium. *
I Nor was it until Britain h ad been driven, by the influence of events of 17ome Ttule in
Ler own making, to recognise the independence of Ireland, that there Ireland and
took place any change of feeling towards England on the part of the LT
Trish,—any attempt, feeble as it was, to coneeal the hatred which had so
wantonly found a climax in what is known as the Dynamite Campaign.
' In 1889, the Imperial Government, harassed by internationgl troubies
and the encroachments of a demoeratic movement, thought it expedient
to make another experiment towards allaying the perennial discontent of
the Irish people, and in carrying out their policy of pacification, succeed-
ed in passing through Parliament a series of measures which gave to
Scotland and Ireland & system of local government with local parliaments
at Edinburgh and Dublin, Seotland, whoso local affairs had often been
sndly noglected on account of the pressure of legislation under the Im-
perial system, showed her gratitude by a quiet determination fo give the
new plan a fair trial; but the grievance-seeking patriots of Treland con-
tinued as restless as ever. The semi-secrot socleties, which had been a
source of disturbance for years under the insidious and ill-fated Parnell,
continued as active as in the days of the Land League. Noteven for a

#  Nearly everybody now scoms to have u desire for peace, though there is very litlle
penes in the clu-m_our for offica. In _tlm excifement, the old proverb has again come true
—Tivery one for himself and the devil take the hindmost,”—Peter Capys'es Journed. §
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faith in themselves or in the righteousness of their demands. Their

hatred towards England had been more or less of mythical growth, and,

like many other myths, had been diligently nurtured by the knaves who

are ever ready to make an easy living out of the eredulity of the ignor.:mt-

Rebellion and its subsequent suppression have wofully marked the periods

of Treland’s history; yet, ludicrously enough, the suppression of tl‘easc‘m

has nearly always been represented by her would-be patriots ag the _blt-

terest of persecutions, and in many instances, as the cause of the rebellion.

Nor have the Irish peopls ever been slow to accept the fallacy. An eccen-

trie writer of & past period,” who often defied the assassin with the hold-

ness of his statements, made no difficulty in tracing the grievances of the

Trish people to the looseness of their logie. Patriots, priests, and poverty,

he declares in one of his alliterative moods, are to be found individually

or collectively at the bottom of every Irish grievance,—the patriots for
pay, the priests for power, and poverty the issue of their success. The

logical method of the ignorant has its origin in the wish that is fat-her. to
the thought, and an Irish grievance has, in most instances, been the wish
developed a stage further than the thonght into a statement in which
there lies no foundation of fact. In other words, the credulity of the Irish
people has been exceptional. Any kind of grievance has been a sweet
morsel to their hatred. They have never heen able to serve the best of
two masters, simply because they have never been able to discriminate
between tyranny and liberty. They have courage emough, but it has
heen the courage of the man who runs a muck. They have cried cru&t
against the grip of constitutional anthority, m.crc:\,l_v bef:a.usu an unconst,l:
tutional power hag Lield them in the more 'pﬂ.miul grip that l{us forced
them to raise the cry. TFor, as an actual fact, the tyranny of some of
their most popular leaders has Teen more proyounccd t]'!mn that ot, z‘my
raler who ever held the (astle influence in 11.1.'3' hands. The great O'Con-
nell and the greater Parnell sullered no }’rlshman, whom they could
crush, to interfere with their plang and _[)Dl]f_'.)",—.a statement well l].-ll'l..he'l]..-
ticated by the indignities which the former .contnuled to. heap . 1}pon the
Young Treland Party while it strove to cultivate the logical spirit among
the people, and by the inexecusable conduct of {.;]16 ]a{,tf-;.r’t(n\-'ard:s the
founder of the famons Land League. "Wyranmy \\'1t-h. the Irish 1]]:Ls never
been troason against the people unless when seemingly exercised by a
power that hadl to repress in order to protect.  Their rights have ever h?en
dwarfed in presence of their hatred,—often hidden altogether from view
hy acloud of meaningless grievances. Ina word, the people of l.relapd
Lave not mfrequently, in their ignorant frenzy, overlooked the necessity
{or protoction cither in their own case or that of others.

s Dr. Alexander Jaeleeon was o man as fearless in his sentiments as Jonathan F:Wléfi
Zimself. On one oceasion his house wag attacked by a set of seonndrels, Looking ani o
his library window ab their shadowy forms skulking round the corner of the -‘?E o o
which be lived, he shouted after them, " FFire away like the true Irish patriots that
are. —Paylor’s later Reminiscences of Dublin.
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As has been said, the early months of the yoar beheld the path of the =
0’Brien government beset with increasing difficulties. The Hon. Anthony Obricns eov-
(’Brien, the first President of the Irish Republic, was soon to realize that 2]11513\11!5‘”

popularity, gained as his had been, is as easily lost as won. Ile was a
man possessed of many of those qualities of mind and heart which his
fellow-countrymen have always been too ready perhaps to admire in their
leaders. Even had he been more of the statesman than he was, he would
have found it difficult to organize a nation which had yet to learn what
true liberty meant. But of true statesmanship he knew as litfle as did
the heterogeneous ministry that thoughtto advise him. The popularity
hie had gained during the years of agitation enabled him at first to set
his house in order without much dissension appearing among his follow-
ers. But he was unable to deal with problems of a serions nature. Like
those medical men who cure only to have the sores they have healed
hrealt out in some other part of the body, hie seldom saw bheyond the cir-
cumstances In which he found himself for the moment placed. Though
at one time an agitator possessed of an appavently proud spirit, he had
degenerated into a trimmer of the most cautious kind, never being able
to rise above the personal desire of retaining his popularity or beyond the
narrow-minded sympathies of his counsellors.”

As was to be expected from such a ruler as O'Brien, the progress of tho jyis Jostansid
country soon became a question of less importance than the permanence retain power.
of the ministry. The trimming President, to the neglect of weightier
matters, was kept busy in trying to hush the differences of cpinion that
were ever arising in his cabinet; and,in order to enforce silence at times,
he was even known to refer, by way of pathelic appeal, to the ruin which
his ministers would bring upon him and them if they quarreled with one
another, “Let us make the most of it while it lasts ” were not the exact
words he was accustomed to use on such oceasions, yot they would have
conveyed his full meaning had he been hold enough to use them.j

And as long as O'Brign was able to play with the peculiarities of feni- ’
por and ambition which heset him, without exciting suspicion againsbi‘)]ijlﬁjis‘}cmm“t
his own integrity, his efforts to promote peace were not without success.

But such political manwuvering must sooner or later como to a sad end-
ing. Men like Bir Robert Walpole in England and Sir John A. Macdon-
ald in Canada were able to lengthen their lease of power by setting a
price on many of their supporters, but hehind the subtle, discerning faculty
these rulers possessed of playing with the weaknesses of men, there
was to be found the true ambition of developing the strength of the

* (Brien, it i suid, was oviginally a shoemaler, who had worked his way up in lifs
with remavlable courage and eonsummate taet.

+ # President O'Brien, when anything oceurs to distress him, is aceustomed to advise

the individual causing the trouble, to consider carefully what would happen to Treland
were he to resigh.”—2he Publin Comet.
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1 ! in hig
country. O'Brien knew only too well the price of each man's vyote 1n o
i s . A T . i - . 1
council, boing gifted with a shrewdness, in dealing with his fellow nm-s;
which seemed to be his by instinet; Tut hig plans for the permd.ne],g o;;t
of the repnblican form of government in Treland were all of Lhe{] -
puerile character, having no consistency in them heyond the expedich
of the moment. i i
The enactments which had been passed ostensibly in favour of & mfti;be
ment of the Land Question, had in reality Been drawn up in favour o e
clags that comm anded the largest number of votes, as any one ecan easill

Ll see for himself by reading them. While striking the death-blow ab land-

"The Ennis-

lordism in Ireland, these laws possessed in themselves the illa\’!tﬂ]‘{lﬁ
tondoncy of exciting ill-feeling bebween tho farmers in comfortable ¢IX
cumstances and those whose indolence ever keeps them in a state OL_E
poverty. The pittanee of rent whieh the very poor had formerly Pal
{he landlord was a very important sum in the cyes of these uu.si
guided people a8 long ‘as the landlord was recognized by law ; 1?111.; it dic
Lot seem to improve their condition much when added to their ineomo
When the landlords were driven from Ireland, and when the spoil 11&[11)(",611
dissipated in o manner which can hardly be stated without provokm%‘
disgust, there arose a feeling that no man had a right to more pl‘o[_)e!"t}-
than anotber; and indeed it was the growing courage of such an opinion
ibat foreshadowed the first great difficalty with which the O'Brien gov-
ernment had to contend. The Land League was a thing of the past,
but its pernicious teachings remained. The poor, deluded Irish fq-rmor
had been trained to treat landlords and their bailiffs as legitimate
victims ; and now that there were no landlords,}mt 01I11y p_mperl.y holders
il was very easy for the poor farmer to make himsell believe that I.;har.e
was not much difference between the two classes, and that he was justi-
fied in treating his rich fellow-countrymen as he. had formerly treated
the lord of English descent in the days of landlordism. Ao

Tn the beginning of February a message was sent to Dlﬂ)l‘lll 11‘01?1 a
pastoral district in Galway, urging the government to send immedinle

fairen outrage: ,coickance to quell a digturhance which had broken ont among the cotburs

of Ennisfaiven. The Minister of Militia, who was a man difficult :a_t all
times to move, put the telegram in his pocket and sent hack word for &
faller account of the treuble by mail. In three days the civilized I\\"Ol'.ld.
rang with the news that a band of men had overrun the whole district
around Ennisfairen, putting to death every well-to-do farmer and carry-
ing off all the movable property they could lay tll’eh’ hands on. iﬁis
Ebl_lj_]tﬂa.l'ed from the report of the affair, no one had interfered w;tlh 1.. 1;
progress of the murderers, and it was further added that the \"1]1&111‘0
were holding high carnival over the event in one of the valleys whe?
more than fifty of the coftars were accustomed to live. .
Sueh an event caused the greatest excitement averywhere, but 110“.11101.6.
was the indignation louder than in the cities and populous centres of
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land. As was explained in the third chapter of this volumse, the cites of
Corls, Limerick and Waterford had become, under the Act of Independence,
all but free citics, the step having been taken partly to justify the theory
of Home Rule perhaps, but chiefly to curtail the influence of their great
rival, Dublin. The authorities of Limerick, on hearing of the terrible out-
rage in Galway, sent a detachment of volunteers to pursue the miscreants
and bring them to justice, and =0 well did the Limerick yeomen perform
their task that over thirty of the marauders had been taken prisoners
before the arrival of troops from Dublin. In their zeal, however, the citizens
of Limerick, overlooking all military eliquette, had unwittingly aroused
the official wrath of the Hon. Charles O'Donovan, the Minister of Militia,
and a peremptory order was issued from head-guarters to the effect that
all the prisoners in the hands of the Limerick volunteers were tohe handed
over to the captain of the Dublin detachment, and that the volunteers
tl}emsel\-‘cs were to be disbanded on the spot. From a military point of

view, the Minister of Militia was probably correct, and, no doubt, had

Lis orders been couched inmilder phrase, the volunteers wounld have left

for home without a murmur. As it happened, however, they ireated

O’Donovan’s orders with silent contempt; with their prisouers safoly

secured, they retreated in a body, and on arriving in their own city,

marched through the streets amid the plaudits of the populace. *

The other large towns were not slow in showing how their sympathies
ran in favor of the action taken by Limerick. Three days after the arrival

The activity of
Limerick.

of the volunteers, the prisoners were tried and condemned to be hanged, tlifé"(?gfg;;}(;l"i
and still no formal report of such summary procedure was sent to Dublin. of Limerick.

On the fifth day, the authorities of Dublin, who had demanded an explana-
tion from the Governor of Timerick, sent orders that the prisoners should
be conveyed to the capital at once, with the threat that if the governor
failed to comply with the request, he would immediately be put under
arrest. The excitement in Timerick now became intense, and as the con-
gratulations still continued to flow in from the other cities, the feeling
grow bolder and bolder every hour in favour of further resisting the
f»'}'_l'ﬂlll'l}' of the Militia Office. But the Governor of Limerick was a man
of e—\‘-celﬁt_i onal sagacity, and through his tact alone extreme measures
were avoided. Under the stipulation, privately accepted by the President,
that the sentence of death would be carried into execution, he eventually
sent tlhe 1)1‘5501}ers to Dublin, and a few days after the law had been en-
forced according to agreement, the excitement in Limerick died away,

though not before the series of incidents had deepened the feeling of jea-
lousy between Dublin and the other citi est

* Vide, The 1ife of Charles 0'Donovan by his grandson Charles Maepherson 0'Donovan,

(Zv'cuer'.l-l_l"ltﬁl‘; ibbon 1n hls.mmuoirs, page 33, says that the Limeviek authorities did not
exceed their powers in acting as they did.

+ The Governor of Timerick at the time of the Bnnisfriren outraze was (Georae Henry
Cook, a man whose name will ever be revered in his native Connaught,
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~. s A ke 5 — e the villains
et No one had really dared to show any sympathy towards the ¥ |

7 : members for Kerry rose to make a speech on the condition of some of
the eorntry  Whohad paid the extreme penalty of the law. Their crime was of the mosk , Y €& 5p

distiiets. L : > 3 s {lie the roads in his county.
atrocious character. Yet murmurs were not unf mntly heard 1 -
: were nob unfrequently hed | Next dav full re ; ; ran - Eq 3 i
i : - | 3 orte of O'Donovan’s speech appeared in all the daily |
country distriets during the time of exeitement, against the unseently : papers of fho dltien it : i o Lmeriocs
haste with which the law had b i 1 out ,]_x Dﬂ apital itgelf the i papers of the cities which he had not been afraid to denounce, and the indignation.
d ad peen carried out. 1 the ¢ oAl - |

excitement despened into growls of indignation when his words had been
considered in their full import, The ecity of Limerick naturally was the
first to take action, and at an immense gathering in the open air, attended
by thousands of people, resolutions were passed demanding the expulsion
of the ex-Minister from the Senate. These resolutions were immediately
£ ; LRl il forwarded to their representatives in the Senate, by whom they were laid
EJ]E;Oiﬂiiizljﬁlu.]_e H‘Im' Pk’m’}% O’D?HOW}H’S G_Crudllb'fi 1fﬂd l_nFcllzftie : upon the table; and in less than a week they were followed by similar
1 ¥ which had vemained unimpaired sinee the inceptio?

: documents from Waterford and Cork, as well as from many of th other
e bk i : nto ate L ar JOTK, 45 W as L) ATy 5]
public; and as other oceasions arose, the Minister of Militi® beg'&tioﬂ towns.

¢

citizens wero divided in their opinions,—the respectable classcs being

nearly all in favour of the final action of the government, the 10Wer (',l'J;SSB&

being inclinod to repeat the murmurs which came from tho country: ?mll
| the ministry, kept so well in hand by O'Brien, were far from peing of .Gni
I opinion, and before many weeks had passod away,there were rumors ailod

find it difficult to get the government to carry out his plans. The 11

| The povernment showed no inclination to take any direct action in the
at last became intoler h o no on® = : : e : '
0’Donovan tolerable even to a man of ('Donovan’s spirit, and

. resigng.

affair as it now stood. The resolutions and the petitions were in the 3132{10511‘;:11151‘1)
. 3 e

hands of the Senate, and the members of the government would vote, against

when 5 vote was called for, but only as members of the Senate. It was ELL it

was surprised when it - ¢ o 1
- came to he 1o newspapers tha
actually resigned. he told in the newspal
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Je et T T en the tyranny of 108 i et
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' Jg Do.no*\ an’s speech was veceived wity, s, S word Was?! qjgﬂt
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sion of a motion for supplie

-holders of the country. He had fous™ sel

quite competent for any private member to take the matter in hand.
This cansed some delay, althongh it was known that the vote would be
against O’'Donovan, if if should be taken hefore prorogation. The gov-
ernment was popular with the Senate, and had no difficulty in passing
the measures which it introduced ; yet the majority were determined that
the O’Donovan affair should not be ovorlooked, and when the member for
Roscommon made o motion, by way of experiment, that O'Donovan
ghould he ealled upon to refire from the Senate, he found no difficulty in
gecuring an overwhelming majority in its favour.

The war between rich and poor, hetween city and country, bad now
been inaugurated, for before a week was over (’Donovan was the recog-

7 i £ g . A new i
nized champion of the rights of the people among the poorer classes. o Iyish pglrlntl}:ll

was the Parnell of a new era in Ireland’s politics. From district to dis-
trict he made a kind of trinumphal procession, as the friend of the poor
man: and during the summer months there was organized in nearly
every country district a Socioty of Boeialists to check tho tyranny of the
well-to-do. The phenomenon was history repeating itself for the hun-
dredth time ; and if it be possible for politicians to look down from a higher
gphere, or up from & lower one, those who had opposed Parnell and the
whole phalanx of Trish patriots in the days when Home Rule was only a
theory, must have rubbed their hands with glee in seeing their prophec-
ies approaching fulfilment. The old Irish grievances began to re-appear.
The government was in favour of the wealth of the cities, and the wealth
of city and country would keep the poor man wallowing in the dust of his
poverty ¢or aver. There was nothing for it but to sweep from the face of
ihe earth those who would thus usurp the poor man's rights.

* Vide, note at the end of this volume on Socictics of Socinlists and their organization
in Treland.
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Such was the doctrine which O’Donovan and his followers sowed broad-
cast, and outrage followed upon outrage, until the government found
themselves utterly impotent to stem the current of lawlessness. 1n all
the towns, except the three which held their government in their oWn
hands, there were to he found two parties,—and when the lower orders
happened to be fortified by an influx of people from the country on mar”
ket days, there was sure to follow some disturhance that had to be pub

down by the milifary. And thus for months affairs wont from bad %
worse, until the first gr hig

! eat collisio ¥ i k plac
1T v n between the two parties took I
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Limcﬁd; J;(x' s(} mPa-thlzef'l to some extent with the action taken 1)};
by O’Don.o\rfmllin gt;‘he 1301151;1 tuency, however, which had been Tepresentei-
o f{} n the BIenate, there was at first, naturally enough, & strons
Ot the population, especi ally of the luwer orders, in favour -~

once intimated hig ilgilillt]‘a_lllan had heen expelled from the Senate, i cﬂr
for protection, and § ontion of throwing himself upon his ool TR ’)1
been issued ’fiL 3. " ffh]s way, even before the writ for a new election hﬂi
It was not tim gl,etrz_l-r}' had_ drawn towards it the attention of all Irlf'ﬂﬂﬂ’(- .
tho political histars oo, 18 01d town had taken a prominent position
i ¥ of theisland. Tt haq played a noisy part inthe g
—e 0 Ot Bome Rule; and in view of the previous training to which

if.is clecltors ]'l.\ 1 ] j a H d lCVcICl raf ;.l .
weasts 1nvi ri(_{h DECTL 81 ¥ ectei'], and “"hich SHiA ey 5 1\' it .1]‘ ell ] b

s yie 11',3‘ (IGI]IDCI"] i { H[Li:.e A1y 1i 7 I
the conelnsi i -[h flC c) 1 S, Many ])eo[]]ﬂ Teaduly

at Tipperary w, L
: ary v 1 i he gover
menb et ih i quy 01 r(:;-]d e found in opposition to the go

When the Fove n
| mment gaw i pe 'y
mined to dela_v the isgue 0;: t]?he g he s

the so-called Societing of Sop ¢ election writ, until the eﬂcitemen?’
2 alhlm : lv]r_lc] alists hag created in the country {]istl'lﬂ‘
lower orders, the 51‘;3’0( - Ut the more the government tried to pactiy
? OLERT grew the indignation against its members,

=3 =)

bolder became the ot
! 8 Urages qepinet 10 .
decided that a specig] e, Bainst life and property. At length &

mesti e
the perilous state of g Cori}':lilg of the Senate shonld be called to CODSIE;;
v - - byl g
meagures for the Tepression of Z;{’;Ed’ if Necessary, to adopt some iy
. 2.
The temper of the San
Though every

it deter
whicl
1 3, h rLd
the
tho
was

ale wag 'f;t&l'
as ab fiygt on-cormim!
member mugt gy glatmy i 1f priciot®

influence of the Seeiat: . ' Deon fully gware that the pe
L n.n,e of the Societies of Socialists 1y B Jha ; ; gtof ©
oxcitement, fow woro hray 5 lay at the hottom of mo ;

© enonugh g jpits othe!
+ & : y 1 i g to
suppression,  But the disr&ussim; wh R lo, Whe”

T
a movement leadin
ich followed was inevitable,
yf{fund courage to break the ice in iﬁvlgf"
a voac.e Was raised in opposition to h18 sx;ﬂ
as any t}mu‘l ¢ hl!ﬂ“ﬂuca a Bill to stamp out 11© .

¥ other business trangacted until the £0°

onee the representative from Kerr
ous and patriotic speech, Not
gestion, that the government g}

at its source, Norw £

DISCONTENT IN TIPPERARY. 231

ment had adopted his advice, by providing for the dispersion of all meet-
ings of secret societies, and the re-organization of the militia forces.

The Senate remained in session during the autumn mouths, adjourning = i
at times for a few days to give the members an opportunity of looking gistricts under
after their private affairs. Still, the nation continued in a state of unrest. E}%ttéﬂun
The disaffected country districts were necessarily under military protec-
tion; and every one knows what bitter experiences such a system of pro-
tection provokes among the poor. Iven those who see the necessity for
such protection are apt to grumble at its repellant form, while those who
by their ivregularities have brought things to such a pass, continue to hatch
treason in secret against the power that secks to restrain them.

The large cities stood loyally by the Republic. Nor did the government, . thy
seem to lose ground, notwithstanding the daily scrutiny of the Senate. classes in
The wealthy merchants and the more respectable property-holders were foll-ij(;;l:gf
all in favour of O’'Brien and bis policy. Tho outrages in the comntry dis-
tricts did not all disappear it is true, but they became less frequent; and
it is possible that the government would have tided over all difficulties
for a year or two, had the Tipperary election not intervened. To delay
that election longer was impossible.

The delay, short as it had heen, had estranged many of the electors of
a town, which had more than once attained fo a notoriety for riotous gfgﬂ‘i‘t‘}““t‘
behaviour, even under the Republic. The discontents railed against the Tipperary.
covernment on the plea that by the expulsion of 0'Donovan, Tipperary
had been deprived of electoral rights at a erisis in the aflairs of the coun-
try when every voice ought to have been heard. They did not say that
O'Donovan had acted In a proper spirit, nor did they justify his punish-
ment. But they were none the less loud in their remonstrances, which
at last beeame so pressing that the governmen® had to give way.

No sooner was the writ for the election issued than there was inau-

gurated a period of exeitement which, in its viclence and waywardness, 4 oriod of
rivalled the noisiest times of the Home Rule Campaign. Ixcept in the exeitement
taverns and boarding houses, husiness was for the momented suspended, H;:l:il\lvln]’tcdm
Many of the places of husiness were barricaded and all the workshops
were ab a stand-still. A day or two before nomination-day the strects
were crowded with a population four times greater than what the town
usually contained. TFighting was the favourite form of amusement, and
hardly an hour passed without a disturbance of one kind or another.
A larze hody of special constables had been sworn in, afew days previ-
ously; and these, coming to the assistance of the regular police, succeeded
for a time in preventing faction fights or the appearance of rioting,
Indeed it was notb until the constifuents began fo collect in large assem-
blieg, in the open spaces in and around the town, to listen to the haran-
guos of the respective candidafes and their supporters, that the insuili-
ciency of the force for protection became fully evident.

Af length, in the outskirts of the fown, on the day before nomination
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day, there occurred a terrible hand to hand contest between the Pm'tli -
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tidings of it was carried to the ends of the earth. An attempt has been
made by some historians to exonerate O’Donovan in this matter; and yet
for his conduct there can be offered no valid excuse. If he did not know,
he ought to have known that a spark is as dangerous when thrown among
touehwood as ig a lighted torch. e had the experience of the morning
to warn him against fomenting strife directly or indirectly.

The assembly within the National Hall consisted for the most part of

government supporters, as were also at first those outside. But the crowd .6 National

outside dispersed when they found that there was no chance of gaining
admission to a place already overcrowded, and for an hour or so Colonel
Roberts continued his address with but little interruption. This, how-
ever, did not last long. Ahout half-past eight the hall was surrounded
by the howling crowd of O’Donovan’s partisans, who loudly demanded
admission. Of course this liad to be denied them, and at once began a
scene which, as an onlooker says, baflled all description. A concerfed
attaclk was made on every side of the building, and in a moment nearly
every pane of glass was shivered by a shower of missiles. The atfack
was so sudden that no one inside, for the moment, knew what had hap-

pened. For an instant the awful silence which precedes confusion pre-

vailed. The minds ofall were stunned for o moment with the fear of whaf
might happen. Then arose the most piteous cries, as an instantaneous
rush was made towards the places of exit. DMen thought of nothing but
their own individual safety, and to procure that safety they paused not
to Tush into the very jaws of death.

At length the militia, coming up suddenly, fell upon the rioters and
endeavoured to deliver the building out of their hands.

all attacked.

sgene of

Affer killing ajerrible

number of them they cleared the spaces around the doors, in order that ®nfusion-

there might be no interruption to the flow of human beings from the hall,
It was all but certain that bhundreds within the building were dead or
dying. The most heari-rending cries were being emitted from the ruined
windows, as the soldiers laboured with a will to keep the streams of
human life unimpeded by the attacks of the rioters, who every now and
then rallied their numbers to make a rush upon the building. But alas
for all the energy the militia eagerly spent! They were fighting against
o force which, in an instant, was to erush their puny efforis at a blow.
They seemted to be on the point of saving the vast multitude from the
guffocating pressure near the various ouflets from the hall, when unex-
pectedly, and with a violence irvesistible, an explosion rent the air for
miles around, tearing up the very foundations of the building, levelling
its walls with the ground, and malking of its stone and limoe the funeral
mound of over nine hundred human beings. “My God,” exclaimed the
colonel in command, as he fell back from the tottoring wall, “the fiends
have done for us at last” Alas! it was too true; dynamite was laugh-
ino with hellish gles at its greatest achievement of political treach-
er;'. The fiendish instrument of hatred and ignorance which, many
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years hefore, had struck terror into the hearts of the people of Great Bri-
tain,.was being employed across the channel. The town of Tipperary
was in the hands of the communists, and before daybrealk every man of
wealth had fled before the incipient rage of the anarehy they gueceeded
in introducing. ’ ’
The sun rose upon a scene of social chaos. Thostreets of tho fown Wwere
crowded with men, women, and children, running hither and thither in
alarm.  Tor O'Donovan himself there seemed to ]JO?E—!-I‘!; no chioice. Whether
1]0 e ‘the SAuRS nf:' the catastrophe or not, he felt that the hlame would
Iji‘;ftl:iroiomIIeI]I: 1;1501 ufsion, by its suddenness, assumed o look of l“i'
a strength whicl ]\ o c‘ar 1-1101.1ghf; b lflm“.-, his strength in the connt’y~
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el 1;13 i .'1ILI If‘lEIPTC-‘S-‘SIDI.L of \\'u.:%lth, and from bheing the (:hnlﬂlﬂoulo0
leader (;f a nuﬁonL \‘;?I'ir;;h% became inflated with the ambition to be t 1{6
of the rabble e .1'0 !- . f.1.1c l‘labb]e hf'& was popular, and amid the Shoi 2
nity had come : - 113‘.]5}6{1 0 se176 the imperiwn of Treland. His oppo! t
; '3 AN 80 actively did he set to work to gecure his first 1005
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under arms for ity )I;g;t-()]‘gFlll.iZCfl i th,e town and fully a thousand 11‘1131(1:
head within the uy 1, ection. - Rebellion had apain raised its pull-dog
e unfortunate realm, Civil war was inevitable. =

commoti sy ents were carried to Dublin the great o8
rovels 11&?(:1:{’;?15(?\\'{1?];10113 the people. The iconoclasts in their tﬁrl‘lbl.c
cation, and it wag not - t@-}egmp]‘l Wires to prevent immediate commm}‘;
the governmeny, 1,eCeiveI:1nft.1}]1ate in the day succeeding the outhreak tha
the calamity. The foy -L:; t}p&ﬂ'mm"wS of the extent and true charactet Dc
found fo be very inadac 1‘13“1 t‘ 16 command of the government was ’L’t 0-]'1611
fe‘lt that to allow Tipp érs‘u; t‘C; T:nit z}ll t..he emergencies ?t- Fhe case. Olilligs
of t-hfa anarchists would be e an for any length of time in the I e
public; and yet, in s 01_1ded by the most serious results to the o
any uprising in the g i? ;ﬂen}&dequac}' of his resources tocontend W
Gao A b cel't.‘li;lljl A, which, from the excitement, that pro‘,mlef;
enough to crush the i teiboulg hardly spare a force that would be laté 3
=1 16 rehel O’DOBOV&I{ at EL])].O",\F . Beforo llight'fﬂ‘u) how(-,‘;eis

an arm ¥ D_tlfl. tllou‘a"\i.lld g & q]j[l t!h
: : L ¥ Olllllt(,erg Wasg ( rate fels bv 1l, £ o
I }] ll)hn; as 131 a8 DOSSLIb]e} it e 1‘:""81 atche o Ia ]’ G:l (68 1

; as placed 3 ; ; ' ~ci
stables euarding svers ab, 4 080 1n a state of seive, with spec :
towns f§1~ cmcli 11% L,‘el ¥ street, l\les;sages wer(-; sent to -1‘131 ’;he laree cities %-{"

nlorcements, and gogy all Tral oal s excitt
ment, all Ireland was in a flam

Limerick took j o
of tho n-llft.':cl?i‘?:lt% m'l,rﬁe.dl‘_“e steps to frustrate any movement on
narchists within its houndg A o the di2
the news of the Tipperary affaty oyt n attempt was made, P {ho
«l

: Trived, 4o ne : : carnor Ot Y
city, as ho passed through one ¢ 1ved, to assassinate the gover®  of

sarh
the I’ &

R A ST : ousEs
Citizens, as the representative hog the public parks. DBut the aleds |

1y of the o oo ai] was :
at once passed a 1 Y of the city mef in council ¥ furthe?

aw for the gunr .
AW for the suppression of )] gecret societios, 3%

THE STATE OF THE COUNTRY. 235
provided for the immediate execution of all persons suspected of conspir«
ing against individuals or against the state. Ina week's time, ten men
had suffored the extreme penalty of the law, and twenty others were
arrested.  Boycotting became a crime, and in a very short iime there was
ot to he found o secret society in any part of the city or of the surround-
ng district.

- - . & Ll " s TOT T
The other eities did not fare so well. The rebellious spirit raged in overs The country
one of them. In Cork there was continuous commotion for afortnight. One in o state of

night a whole street was wrecked, and the property of the wealthier citizens
wantonly destroyed. The House of Citizens was attacked more than once
by explosives, I;1 ‘Waterford the ricting was of the most violent character.
In Wexford the incendiary’s treacherous hand destroyed two of the finest
edificos in the place. The west of Leinster and the east of l\il’unstqr wers
ravaged by a set of scoundrels, who went by the name of * harbicans.

Indeed, within a weel after the Tipperary trouble, thero was Lardly a
fown in the south which could not show wounds received at the lmnds'
of the anarchists, Yet there is a majosty in the law which of itaelf wazds
offevil. Nearly everywhere thero arose a strong desire for peace after tha
fivst outhursts had slient themselves. The majority of the people ez loyal
fo the Republic, and but for the discontent which continued to disturb tho

(Ijl-ountl‘y districts, Treland as an indopendency might have been longor
ved.

Thile § 5 oaparaly, watching O'Dono-
While the government force lay outside of Tipperary, ™ atching O

O0'Br

ran’s % ; 3 R ymyv of five thou-
Van's movements, O'Brien was engaged in collecting an army of fiv cola

eomunotivi.

ien
cts o foree

. [:]
sand men in Dublin, At first, it was thought that o thonsand men W ould fhousnnd.

110 sufficient to crush 'Donovan; but when the Uommmu_lors General
E 1tzgibbon, heard that the former had organized 2 hand of five tllOHSﬂ?d
men drawn from the disaffocted country districts, he deemed it prudentto
Wait for reinforcements. The laree citics, as has been said, stood loyally
by the government. Each of them sent su pplics and as many men 48 they
could enlist, TLimerick alone sent a thousand troops, including five hun-
dred volunteers. Bofore the week was over, O’Brien was in a position to
start for Tipperary at the head of nearly six thoungand men. :
On jnini, \2 Fitzgibbon, the Prosidentof the Republic advanced }u%
troops to within half-a-mile of the town, proposing to make the attack
early in the morning. But, as events turned out, no attack w :
8ary. When O’DOIlc;van saw the forces of the Republic co]lecta_d in such
numbers, he felt convinced that resistance wonld be useless, e there-
fore withdvew from tho town under cover of night, followed by five th.ousand
men, and when (’Brien at sun-rise brought up his advance-guard.mto the
town, he found the place in the bands of the rabble. DBefore the afternoon;
eVery appearance of disturbance had been stamped cut.
O'Donovan belook himself to the country, thinking probably

g0vernment. His men, however, were not of those s

0'Donovan
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TIPPERARY A HEAP OF RUINS.

in the hands of the soldiery, while he himself remained outside in the
C“PJDi completing his preparations for returning to Dublin next day- At
midnight the town was as quiet as if nothing had happened. The night
Was dark,~—just such a night as the assassin usually selects for b is foulest
crime. The soldiers were wearied out with their exertions, and it seem-
ed as if o deep sleep had fallen upon everything, save the sentinels as
thoy passed up and down with a lantern in one hand and a rifle in
the other. But all were not asleep. A fow stealthy steps might have
been heard in alley-ways and lanes, if there had Dheen any one on the
alert for them. The devil was abroad. He was laying a train to send
thousand of poor souls into oternity at a moment’s notice. The fown was
sleeping on a mine of dynamite, connected by a thread worlk of electric
wires, and a second Guy Tawlkes was awake to start the current.
terrible crime was consummated, and a Tipperary in

An hour after midnight the
minute after the awful explosion had taken place, Tipperary was in rains-

ruins. By the noise of the explosion, O'Brien wag aroused from his bad
in camp, which fell into the greatest confusion before any one knew of a
certainty what had happened. A council of war was called immedi ately,
put even the officers who attended were terror stricken, and unable to de-
cide with any confidence wwhat ought to be done. The encampment was
in the open country, where men were gafe from the mines of the rebels, or
{here would have been & panic. As it wag, there was difficulty in pre-
venting desertions. TFor hours no ono dared approach the roins of the
town, for it was impossible to know whether the satanic force had spent
itself. Hundreds of poor wretches had heen able to drag themselves
from the debris and the burning houses, and from these the soldiers
loarned something of the dire calamity. Dynamite bad attained a still
greater qchievement. The town was a heap of ruins, while the dead
and dying were to be counted by the thousands.

('Brien took immediate precantions. With a coolness which won the gp .
f the army, he spent the morning in passing around the eoolnoss.
his presence and words the various companies. He
ance corps to the towi, and adopted mea-
seued from the ruins of the

admiration o
camp, re-assuring by
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r the safety of all who could be re

gures fo 1o 1 _.
place. At last, leaving Goneral Titzgibbon In charge of the army, he
started for Dublin.
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