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Posed to prove that crime ig increasing. It means that the
main body of the

people really believe that there is such @
thing as progress; that the world is getting better, ho“-ev'el’
slow the course of human advance may be. Is public opin-
ion wrong in this impression? Or is there something
Justify it in the real condition of things?  Statistics are Sup-
Posed to be always reliable, It is said that figures Wil.l nf)t
lie. No:. figures never lie; but people can lie very easily li
the use of figures. And not only can people lie in the use ©
figures, but they can e very easily mistaken. They can us€

< €
ly, and make them seem to prove that which th
the case do ot

prove at all
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Ing. If yoy t

ake the statistics of g city like Boston or s
New York, OT, possibly, if you take the count of those Who
o H.Ominauy Catholicg with all their children and depend_
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the Catholicg in thig country are immigrants, and that, whel}C
dman comeg from Europe to live in America, he does no,
add to Catholics in the world. He only
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Crime, then, is not increasing, statistics to the contrary,
notwithstanding., It is g2 hopeful problem, then, that we
face, not one of discouragement or despair.

Now let us come to the next point, and raise the question
as to what are the rights of society over the persons who for
whatever cause break these statute laws. What right has
society in the presence of criminals ? Possibly T may startle
some of you a little at first by the statement which I now
propose to make ; and yet I mean to make it with all the
€arnestness of which I am capable. Society has no right
whatever to Punish, no right whatever to take vengeance.
Society has no right,— why? Because there is no judge, no
bench of judges, no jury, no body of lawyers, no set of wise
men on the face of the earth, who are competent to decide

the degree of any individual’s intentional guilt in the com-
mission of any crime whatsoever
Let us consider for

4 moment who these criminals are and
.how they have come 1o be criminals, Here, for example,
1S a case of a boy born ip the midst of criminal conditions
which he did not create and for which he is not responsible.
He has never had an Opportunity to get a clear idea of
human justice or human right. T, him, practically, those
words have no meaning. He has been trained from his
childhood to look upon society as his enemy. He has been
trained to the idea that society in some way is responsible
for all ignorance, criminality, and poverty. He is taught
that it is somehoy an heroic thing to be revenged on society
and to get out of it 4] that he can. Is a child, or a man
whose childhood was like that, to be adjudged guilty in the
Same way and to the same extent as you or I would be if
W(? should 80 out into the street and purposely commit a
crime ?

Then there are other classes, people who are criminals
largely from, weakness. The battle of life is an unequal
battle for them, They are like those camp followers who

fall out of the ranks because they cannot keep up any
longer.

e —
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Then there are those who have.inherited a tre;lzrensc})(t]t}l;
and overmastering weight of passion. I rleme.rzldUlwed -
years ago I told you of a man who, when he knb ,-;friend
some te?rible outburst of wrath, was taken to ta‘s? ” ;i And the
ol Said, i Why don’t you control Evoflr temper 7 i m—)erl 1
man turned on him and replied: “ Control m? 'ecO{]tI'OHCd
control more temper in five minutes than youéax e}tll oy
In your life !” These men that are d?were \V;n and self-
mendous passion and power, ovcrmas'terl?g reaz - {he ok,
control, are not responsible, in the ordinary sens
for being thus weighted. ot

So you may go through all the crumfla. in this direction
will ﬁx%d that at least something can .be 5a.1d v Inzvas made
by way of a plea for careful c'on&de'ratlo{;. bl 1
aware the other day of a case like this. ou cight or ten
illustration. A boy had reached the age of u;gldistorted:
when suddenly his hand became deformeld. a]ni:nbs lost its
and he was unable to use it, and one Of. 1;5 the case with
power. A very wise surgeon, who stu.dldecﬁe\'ible halee s
care, found that the skull, instead of being 1€

/ id, so
i ¢ ad grown solid,
bansive, like the normal human stulll,)rI;in g\.pansiou. i
e within for 2 '
hich it was opened In
give; and,

1 classes, and you

that there was no space W
performed a surgical operation, By wang it to
half a dozen different directions, al]owmtie hand suddenly
Simply because the brain had a chanc’e;rtin i ol andlvall
became normal, and the boy was able abcsued their normal
his intellecual faculties returned Ay pul: scientist not long
course of development. A great Gerl?fl f condemned and
ago made a careful study of the ) 51? not find a normal
executed criminals, and he said that Be €1c be crooked minds
skull in the whole collection. Th'ere ma1y hearts, which are
and crooked consciences and. dlstOl‘lteclimbs( zm,d deformed
simply diseased, as well as distortec

physical organs. :in of the criminal classes, we
As we study, then, the origin judgment.

-onounce our J
need to understand them before we plo} t there is 2 man or
Yet I do not believe, as I said beioreitan




10

a body of men on earth who are wise enough to untangle all
the threads of inheritance and condition, so as to get at the
precise amount of responsibility which should be charged
upon any man for any act that he ever commits. This is
not to say that there is no wisdom anywhere. It is only an
argument for human modesty and human care.

What, then? Is society to sit down, and allow criminals to
prey upon it? No. Society has a right — and that is the only
right it has so far — to protect itself, and to protect itself to
any extent that is necessary and by any method that is nec-
essary. Merely because we are not wise enough to tell how
guilty a man is, so as to measure out the precise quantity of
bitter vengeance that he shall be made to swallow, it is im-
portant that we shall not sit down and allow the disintegrat-
ing forces to destroy our social order. A city has a right
to build dams and embankments to turn the course of a
river, to protect itself. If a tiger gets loose in the street, we
need not raise and settle the question as to the guilt of the
tiger for wanting to eat men. We have a perfect right to
shoot him at sight, for our own protection oIr) for ihe II;Jrk(l)ttec-
tion of society. I am notone of those who say that society
has no right to put a man to death, He may be a moral
idiot, he may be utterly irresponsible ; and yet it may be fool-
hardiness to allow him to be loose on our streets,—as dan-
gerous as to have a tiger loose. Society has a right to do
wha.tev.er is necessary to protect itself, and to enable it to go
on in its progress from its present to a higher and better
condition. But it has a right to do this merely in the spirit
of self-protection,—not in the spirit of vengeance, not as
though it were assuming a Pharisaic superiority. You re-
member the saying of John Newton, a preacher in England,
when he saw a fellow on the tumbril being carried to execu-
tion: “There goes John Newton, but for the grace of God.”
I think almost any of us, if we are humble enough, as we
look upon almost any case of crime, might say, There goes
myself, but for accidents of birth, education, training, the
thousand things that have given me a chance that he never

II
had. The Sevres vase that is guarded with care on tl}e
Parlor mantel cannot very reasonably look contemptuolt:ls‘};
down on the earthen bean-pot that is tossed and tumble

ick in its

about the kitchen, because there happens to be anick 1 A

edge. We can learn charity and consideration concern 3
between the goo

HHlese things, while we mark the distinction

and the bad in the world. 4
Eut, granting that, what shall we do as a mz.ltter of sogmd
Protection?  Shall we pronounce death? Yes, if we car.u n
0o better way. We must learn in the light of experxen‘ce,
and find out that which is best. IEf we can do anything
better with criminals than kill them, it would seem a more

humane wav. |
J In the first place we

Let me note one or two things. firs o
he criminal may

have no right to coddle crime because t Ll
s tesponsible. We have no right to make the 'c?n i
;he criminal more comfortable than the condl?lc;i oy
ity i N no rig

4 working, honest, poor man. We have g

t tends
cound crime wi dlin kind of sympathy tha
e right and wrong.

t(,c‘)'break down the distinction between A i
rime is crj . . dlagares aHid) ; ;

B ase is disease;
e se or the other, that

ca :
lthful oné 11
hat mau

Ay not be responsible in the one
dOe.S not make the condition a hea
\Iivt 'S something not to be treated in t

B : rerity ;

On the other hand, let us not tréat it with uncllue s;eov:Crer)l:
.EOr, if you will read the history of human pra(?tlc;seth()ds i
Ing thege matters, you will find t ;_u'ba.rcwsocm oy
d.ealing with crime always indicate & bznbarlt e o
Jon, and that they tend to increase the amou.n T
you treat crime in a coarse, hard, brutal faslnon], ¥ by
JJake the people themselves €oarse hard, brutal. dmeta“ty
Out of this condition of coarseness hardness, an

o you may expect new crime. .

Let me give you one or two illustrations. s
Oue hundred and twenty years,——note .how r<'3(?e : Z,f e
year 1969. About that time 2 certain editior

either case€.
dlin sort of

hat b

Go back about
—to the
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stone’s Commentaries was published ; and in that edition
were enumerated not less than one hundred and sixty differ-
ent crimes that in England were punished by death. Does
that indicate that they were better in England then or more
barbaric? Go back to the time of Henry VIII., three hun-
dred years ago ; and, although there were not more than six
or eight millions of people in England during the reign of
Henry VIII., there were seventy-two thousand people put to
death for stealing alone. Does that indicate that in the time
of Henry VIII. the people were more moral than now, or
were they more barbaric, more cruel ? A hundred years ago,
in London, the condition of the criminal and his treatment was
something worthy only of savages,— huddled together, men
and women, all grades of crime ; here a poor debtor, perfectly
honest, but unable to meet his obligation ; there the blackest
criminal ; permitted all kinds of rioting and debauchery,
provided they were able to pay for it, starved and brutally
beaten and maltreated, if they were not. Does that show
that England was better then than to-day, or more barbaric?
Go to Tennessee to-day. I was astonis
week to be reliably informed — perl
known it before — that in some cases w
to the men’s workhouse, and are compelled to work on the
public roads, and that now and then you may see a mother,
with a baby in one arm, breaking stones with her right hand,
while with her left she shields the little one’s eyes from the
flying stones. Does that show that Tennessee is more moral
than we are, or only that there are traces still there of the
Middle Ages, that period out of which the cruelties and the
horrors and the hells have come ?
ping-post and the stocks, I bel
body who studjes tl

hed during the past
1aps I ought to have
omen convicts are sent

In Delaware the whip-
ieve, are still legal. Every-
‘ 1e history of human thought knows that
this only means that they are stil

lin the dark ages in regard
to some things.

: It is universally true that, wherever you
find humane counsels, humane methods of treatment, hu-
mane d?aling with crime, there you find less crime, and you
find a higher type of social order, because the brutal way

i

2

I3

o b 1
: in that bruta
the cryuel way, merely means that somet}’_ l:S The two g0
condition out of which crime naturally springs.
together.,

We are to deal with crime in such ve
society, Any method that has been 'prO\' b criminal we
tial may be adopted. But, if in dealing wﬂ:;n1 * protect our
Can at the same time reform him, we not ¥

y ’ and
al strength
5 . to our SOCIZ
selves against crime, but we add jes into helpers and

a way, then, as to protect
d absolutely essen-

m
Teésources, we turn those who were ef’? ot only the most
: ST to me, 1S 1 . .
friends. And this, it seems I, nost economical, Way
humane, but it is at the same time t]@é ractical. Here 1S
o : bractical.
of dealing with crime, if it prove to D¢ 1'mehts that prove
the point. Have there been any €Xper! ethods as these?
: m
that there is any practical value in e

things
2 rou some =)
I have Jeft only a few moments t0 hint thgrm o proposed’
. a newr

that have been done. Every time ¢ are in favor of

there are those who are OPPOSEd to ity Wh'?‘he ought to be,
the olq ways. This is to be expected. ; r,ynewbideﬂ pre-
Perhaps. A man does not at first grasp exrél)at it is PmCticaI
Sented to him. He needs to be persua'ded.t]fwor of it, and
and right, But, if there is a presumptlovn l;ln a y to
if it ig more humane, then it shoulllige
be trieq. : to speaking GL\SONLS
I shall confie myself almost entirely ijira
Of the methods being tried at the great

sy e
oné man n tlllS coun S}
under the charge of probably the ol i

Opportunit

Reformatory,

: in regar
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care about thirteen
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itempting t0 reform
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and other men are being influenc i
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are working, also, tow

ards the most practical and the most
real political economy.

Father, in the words of the old Persian, we pray Thee, the
All-merciful, to bless the wicked ; for the good Thou hast
already blessed in making them crood Let us in the spirit
that was in Jesus attempt to do what we can to seek and to

save, not those who are found, but those who' are. lost:
Amen.



