or

t PENNSYLVANIAN SYSTEM
|
I
i

3 PRISON DISCIPLINE

TRIUMPHANT

IN

1

¢ The re-action has been prompt.,”—Mg. SUMNER'S LETTER.

“Every government which, in the actual state of society and of the progress of social
science, adopts any other than the SEPARATE SYSTEM, will expose itself to the necessity
of having before long to RE-CONSTRUCT its prisons.”—CouNT GASPARIN.

O S 2V VNGO

Published by the Acting Committee of * the _Philadelphia Society for the Allevi-
ation of the Miseries of Public Prisons.”

—_——
PHILADELPHIA :
PRINTED BY I. ASHMEAD.
1847,
¥ \,m\

......




(3" The desire to give immediate circulation ¢
ed us to forego this opportunit;

. 0 Mr, Sumner’s letter has indue-~
¥ of making some 5
portant.

uggestions, which seem to us im-

It will not be supposed that the trj the Separate §
. € 4

restricted to France, er relates chiefly to ¢y .

hiladelphi

» Belgium, Austria
‘ing ground.
advocates,

. Norway,
» &e., the Separate
Some who have been its w

as been grndually gain-

ve armest opposers have become itg earnest

As .59\ eral counties I.ll Pennsyly Plating the erection of g

new County Prisons, we fecl as if Mr. Sumner’s Jetter (especially PP- 11,12 coulg

3

not have come more opportunely. it is to the County Prison, where the offender

is usually first brought under penal discipline, that the Separate System is peculiarly

appropriate, and it is to a radical improvement of these, that our Society has ever
looked with the deepest interest

and anxiety.
blished by the Society,
Il be found useful to ing
d to any person wha ma

Several pamphlets have been pu
in the following pages,) which wj

(besides those mentioned
which will be cheerfully furnishe

uirers on this subject,

and
v apply for them,
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PREFATORY STATEMENT.

< of the triumph of a pl-ilqciplfz or party, lvnvcllb\"ft‘eastc‘zl;;

To spEak of d defeat. The object of these p mery
idea of O.pposmon -ﬂnvoke controversy, nor to indulge a s[m‘:t ©
remal‘k.s '® Ez: :LEIP?V to show the relevancy of the term ¢ tri-
exultation, e
umphant,” %]Sed h.l e Uttl:it in the discussion (jvf a .'SUbJ'ect SO

It is passing Stmng'e[ il (1”111'opic as the amehomtlo.n Of. the
purely humﬂ“f3 and pn]: n;l':al‘p controversy and acrimonious
evils of publc IJ“TIO “’cd to mingle. Itis notour‘PU.rpose nor
feelings ShOUl.d be e [O a spirit, nor indulge such ieelmgs.; bk
wish to C_Xc}te SUC;O th;PhiiﬂdC]phi& Society and its fnen.ds,
we think 1t .18 duc{a]‘ rts have been devoted for so long a period
whose laboylouso‘ § o of P - only trt.le. and
to estull)lisb the fse]it;;on cliscalﬂlilloa that the present position O.f
just pr}nC}Pb © dpthe prospect of its final and complete tri-
that prmmpl{? OL]1']110“’1], at least as generally as th.e erroneous
uph shall b X ‘inciples which have been urged in opposition
statements and prinets ratively short period, the only as-
to it.  Until within a compara 10\ US e in. g, e
sociations in this comhm‘y h&.\’l?b. ‘ ns VTSt dh Seen

il hia Society, established 1n .u 1 A0C The

the Philadelp : insti 1 at Boston in 1825, From the
Discipline Society, m.st.ltutec i)l -hda hia Society commitied
very infancy of its being, thethen ée mlmte princiiﬂe. Nearly
gl flly sm, eleegy o 7 t\Bz)ston was established, the
forty years hefore the Society a
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Philadelphia Society had memorialized the Legislature of
Pennsylvania in favour of solitary confinement, with labour,
as the most effective element of prison discipline, and from that
time to this,*t}

ey have held to the doctrine of strict, absolute,
individual separation as essential t

scheme of convict-discipline, however objectionable or unfa-
vourable this principle appeared to others. Some deference
might be supposed to be due to the result of |a

bours so faithful
and so long continued, and to (he views of intelligent philan-
thropists, who were by no means novices In penal science.
‘The Society at Boston, from the very infancy of its being,
committed itself fully and strongly to the social principle, in
opposition to individual separation. One would suppose, from
looking back to the state of the question in this country at
that time, that the Boston Society was established chiefly with
the design of preventing the adoption of the separate principle
in the Bastern Penitentiary, (at that time in the course of erec-
tion,) or if this was impossible, then to bring it into such disre-
pute or odium that it should

proceed no further., We do not
say that this was its design, but there

say are some singular co.-
Incidences,

0 any safe or wholesome

The act under which the Eastern Penjy
was passed in 1821. The question, which
should be introduced, was agitated till 1g9g, when a Board of
Commissioners Was appointed to report on the conflicting gyg.
tems. Just at this Juncture the Bostop Society wag orvaiizv d
In that self-same year (1826,) they published their fipg "
in which their ground is takep in these words—

“With the plan of

. . building, and the system of
and instruction Pursued at Auburn, the nreayt evil
tentiary system are remedied.  [epe tbhcn
Europe and Americq h ’ ’

ave long
= o]
which may be made the mode]

of imitatiop, s

In 1827, the Commlssioners to build th

were required to Prepare a pigy of'(lz'sciph'
that the Boston Society 0 .

pened
upon the general Principle whie
tion,thathasbeep continued ey

entiary was erecteq
mode of discipline

first report,

discipline
s of the Peni-
15 exhibited what
be 7anti i
€0 wanting to 8€e, a prison

e Easterp Penitentiary
ne; and it wagsip 1827,
a fire upon thqy Penitentiarv, and

7 - . ..
: ‘? = Tecognized in 1ts construc-
r S“]CC’W”I‘a'SBV'ei‘it\rselc]onq -
* Ist Ann. Report of p

J0ston Prigon Discipline, p. 38.
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-oundless and preposterous alleg-a\tions were
ceeded. The most groun - ouils and difficulties in carrying
wade, from year to.-yeia:{e,o Partial, conjectural and il]fel‘t?ntial
out the Se});u.-ate pllmcv' ll by which public opinion was misled,
statistics were emp 0,‘;’lec ftﬁ;l prejudices were engendered. " If
and unfounded .anq lwlhad not,, before-hand, entrenched 1ts?]f
the Sepa%'ale pl‘mmg Pjudrrment and earnest philanthropy O? s
Strong]y'm;Zi;:;llnvarfaa,These efforts of its opponents might
friends 1n
Hwe st R0 Su;iissfzzid, the Prison Discipline Societ.y a.t
In 1826, =8 X?[ lefzem in opposition to the Separate princi-
Bosten axpauset 1 ‘mined, that for convicts to work together
ple; that is, they determi be, separated through the night, was
through the day anq tObOth day and night, for which the Phi-
preferable to ‘separiallOtl;]en and had been long before contending.
ladelphia Society was o amended beoause it was chea‘per,
The Ayt Sy?‘t??c;r the mind, more profitable, and afford-
. ‘sa eities of religious instruction. The Separate
ed be.ltel‘ oppoltlmoqed because it was supposed to require ex-
princ.lple o Opl‘?'o; and was dangerous to the health both of
pe'nswe Consctlruca;d 7c::ould not allow the social congregation of
mmd.and b? -yf‘g‘ us instruction. The changes that have been
ity lblo‘ 1 topics are quite innumerable, but through
e thesf} Sevflabe Oc?etected a tissue of sophistry, conceal-
them 2l thele~ l'my f facts and principles, and misrepresenta-
mons i}plerveil(j\l::ac;d (213im/s of others, which it is foreign to
tions of the view
our present purpozetltz ij;-?:;slf.l)iscip]ine Society of Boston are
Th‘e memvbelsisu;je, b); the best and purest motives, and
governed, we I“ us with ourselves to secure the best good of
m‘.e i gesflflnc') as the influence of their name and character
B e, ’ ?f;r (the support and propagation of errors and
h‘dstbe?“ usi;fe trust it has been used against their will if not
P‘:ﬂudlffﬁ’eir knowledge. It isto the constraining power of §uch
WIHOU' i that we owe the serious check which was given
A CODVICFIOS;UCQ( to the course of that Society. A member, at
tt;:'eo riiii] .Publio meeting, called in question the statcmlent's agldt
inions expressed in the draft of the Report. A.S]Olt u
Oglm debate sprung up, which resulted in the appointment of
sharp - S
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PREFATORY STATEMENT.

a committee to Investigate the st

correct or modify them as truth and propriety should require.
This proceeding has led to m

any important developments, the
issue of which is vet to be seen. Wih this bird’s-eye view we
dismiss the general 11istory, that we may
coincidences of a more local nature,

In the year 1831, (two years after

was opened for the reception of pr
telligent and practical gentlemen, Me
Tocqueville, visited the United Stateg 48 commissioners fy
French government 1o €Xamine oyy public prisons.
nion, of course, would be looked for, by the
opposite theories, with much interegt
without qualifics

tion in favour of the
Silent principle. 1Ip 1836, soon
French commissioners’

Bostox (as we le

atements and opinions, and

glance at one or two

the Eastern Penitential‘y
isoners,) tw

o highly in-
ssrs,

De Beaumont and De

om the
Their opi-
advocates of the
- In 1833 they Teported,
Separate anq against the

after the publication of the
report, the munic;

arn from My, Sumner’s
the Separate principle, by determinip
upon the city govern:
that each prisoner
was in tw

pal government of
letter) recognised
g, that it ig Incumbent
nent to provide g gaol so constructed

ay be separately accommodate, This
0 senses a HOME-THRUST, a1 the eflect w
closed, Iy the same month of {he ¢

ame yeay

the French Commissioneys Was assaile( invthe
aminer, g Periodical published q¢ Boston
made to show, that «pe 0]
founded ip error or misappre
son should pe the mode],
Eastery, Penz,'[e'/zlz'ar//.”
?O correct the palpable apq €gregious error jntq wl
writer in the Examipey bad beep betmved,
were published jp the Boston, Daily pq U{:/Tf?'SC
M pamphlet form, It ig believed
Some ggg( effect. (;‘ommissioners her Em-opean go-
Zz;nmcfms visited (he Uniteq States o examin n
;a1j1;$;}il;:] Stzf\nocucl]};;;; CXCC[’)I]:‘OD, l‘e‘ported entir
the Silent or Ay . N e

‘ » O Aubyry Prineiple,

Such tesumony from

sources, Was  sloy]

as soon djg-
, the Report of
Christian, Ez-
and the
pinion of those ge
honsion, and that ]
in Preference, g¢ all

attempt was
ntlemen was
e Aubury pri-

events, to the

rich the
a series of letters
. s and afierwards
These, > Were not without
from of
€ our prisons;
ely and unhesi-
ania, and against

Sep

Pennsylv

such indeper,

dent
y Wm'kmg a revo

and y nprejudiced
lution iy public senti-

vil
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ng
arrest the coming
le must be made to arre e iy
rhold s oer the system to
d uphold a little lon? System to which the
judgment, an L]p 1 been committed. Documents were pu
2 7 ]a( ) ; ; , :
e e e distinguished frien hat Saciety, ({en
e t C')11 point of controversy, but who s
\thy ive view
R i cclusive v
1 all sympathy with th(;e_\ i
F . r red d A y o . |
since disavow Jorts have maintained,) Tl e
| e i - -1 an / .
point e ltbd ‘}1 the North Americ e
ol § nerl i
e aPPCH_lC of the Auburn o1 Silen bn}]ent g S5
the SupOmOl’ltyl whole force of the alx gL; et on wvare
ol i 1ch he
el ICS““':: or misapprehensions w
ons sap ik | |
e oy 1 «d and propagated. o Reviewer,
ly nurtured ¢ he position taken by s Revbomary
1hc sound and admirab ed :
g n
repared a
hlet was pr
issioners’ report, @ pamp
s Commissl g
of the C

; iety, which we
: of our Society :
instance and e,\PCDSe vose wilio WEXE chsposed
published at ’theglclievc fully satisfied t_m " ould not maintain
reason Lo bEHE T the Reviewer £
have reas ate the subject, that thle RC o the first principles of
1nv 1g¢ R : e
10 mVCS_T_Dns without doing violenct 1s of experience.
his positio 1 to the clearest deductions ieatarly, not because
evidence ) these documents thus Pmess Ty R -
ol DOSS ’
We mentl o e ey D us T
iar inirinsic VA - troversy.
liar intrinsi f the con
of any bGTU ively to the local aspectts)l.c;rltion of this pamphilet
EGAUSI - the publice
-elate exc enrs after the p :
rels t until some years lace, at the general meeting of the
p ace, d

ment. Anothe

into the han '
unacquainted wit

lous
SeciIL‘looshow the fallacy of t

a l(i to con al 1 S rate t
(¢] m 1

was no took
o e 10 ‘ted
currenc ] adverted.
that the 0¢ hich we have already
: ow
Society, t

- f the reports of the Pri-
o I hi SEmesot y System has
I hat interruptio the Separate Syster
e I Society at Boston, .E stern friends, and has
A -
- DISC(;P]me h interest among d?l-t rlBut to none of them
tened muc 5 o It
awalsC‘ manv able defence s, 1 thelr et on the
given rise to 3 ch confidence, in .
do we look with so much ), as to the testimony furnished
= g e uestion, ) )
decision of this great q We have never been disposed to take
by the following letter. ialists in respect to this question. We
: : roversie b ‘
the attitude of contro the simple purpose of securing every
have ever had in VlP:W 1 Edaevies of oue bl prisons.
: loration o i ‘
practicable amelll ¢ association was the fruitful parent of some
i al ¢ ’ . " Ao
ey ils, and separation most naturally pre
. £ evlls . e
of the worst of these Y remedy. In contending for this
sented itself as the appropriate ren
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cardinal princj
tending, not for

ple of our s

ystem, we have felt that we were con-
a victory over those who held
the highest anq m

have never doubte

un, and that th
onest and candid mep wou

Ing as it is unexpected, thy
Separate or Penps
ter from a native

a different the-
ost desirable ends of penal suf-
d that truth woylq finally break
€ prejudices ang misconceptions of
ld be removy

ed. And it is as gratify-
that this triumphapt Vindication of the
ylvanian System should he embodied in g Jot-
of Boston, addressed ¢, the chief magistrate
nd enlightepeq city, vehemenl]y ur
adoption of that System for g ey, City prison :
order of the Mmunicipa] authoritieg, Suec
mony to the Superiority, in €very respect
Silent, or of the Pe.nnsylvanian to the 4
such circumstances, befo
cient ady

of that ancient g

ging the
»and publisheq by
overwhelming testi-
Separqte to the
lan, laid, under

Porters ang effi-
e think,

uburn p
re the Immediate sup

tter, cannot fail, w

Prisonmen
a terror to others, we do
with the morbid g
ter fare and high
than the honest g

Let the offender

. € have n
ent . 0s 5
er ];;I'le'l;t a Phﬂanthmpy that T bathy
1v1 eges for t
; k € cond
nd mdustrlous Citizey, at ] - transgressor,
feel the bittey g

oy g€ canp €njoy. No!
the public welfare, not less th ntl Juences of his offence; but
us to mingle witp his sug Ing al; pes of humanity, urge
improving, and, i Possible " Suitab]

|'© Meang of softey
IS morg] hatyre,

g

iing,

THE LETTER.

JEUUURSSUSIIUUSNENSVS e
5 6.
Paris, 1st December, 184

by the
. as called
ince, my attentlwn I?lvterior, to the fact
ceks S1 ’ e A
Sup A fow wcel\tsary of State fo;‘ “its new prison, a pkl”dlx
Ri— . re : r > regar
- ‘e;ch Undelf%ecglton had adopted Vgs abandoned, the :;cn
ST i of ration was a t, forgotten,—
e city-ol DY separa is 1nnocent, 101555 =57
g [ﬂilch the prmclple Oi epof the law, 1S_1nﬂqlin0 of prlsonells lol:‘
in W_tlo him who, 1n tlﬁ il}]fdiscl‘ilnin{lte n;lt zﬁ-orr? a first full.t’ﬁu
due ich, from th -ary arre -ading influ-
. orary he degra =] )
in which, er temp d to th > "he sur-
anie cells, those undfault, were eXp?lenlcd offenders. grl;at as
lfalbn suspicion of e example of hrlu tatesman was as £ v be
rox y ruplting €< htened sta him ot m =
—the cort his enligh I assured hi T felt
ence d by th ithough I a : d, yet I fe
) cpresse : d alt > rejected, y .
prise e?:IPmOI.tiﬁcauon, a[?on would be ﬁrlﬂlly‘{sgl to warrant his
my ow lan in ques 1d have occurr
- the pia : hou d :
l{efl};ffltted t}?mt anything s State has recognized,
M 1113 rery otate Na [ R
e g f almost eVOY T avily of their liber
reproa rnment o -ive tempor ) with
'After the goverr ioht to deprive of treating them ;
corollary of its 7fbcrime’ the ahtl%1 lesome food,—and O'f
as a (o) H vho . sk
2}7 those Susff)‘ec:i)%idi”g 1heln}w1tq]r,\mc and disgust ;th,l:nld
sha . factors, a
: asg,—O01 P ke from the . 11ith malefac s n
kindness, hem alike amunion wi ons in
arving th el at con aking new less .
préeser They must feel ; riminal, of taki ed or is changing
inocent, ty, 11 C s hanged or 1s e
o the opportunity very State has C[ Lfblﬁlment of the last
from - almost ever) that the fu : ‘tain-
. —after almos risons, SO that f Boston will certa ‘
crime, P’ Of ts pll G he city of | O lic
the construction ay be possible, 11'{ it determine to defy pﬂ)t
of; fhege duuesgm;iab\e notol‘l?fyolf wise governments, :{m (()i
] i nun cample MR 7ise and goo
iy mojoy an.o% t the exa ices of so many wise and g
& to rejec . he voices o ; v 5 th"lt ‘_he
oblﬂ?;i,n an abuse, wllitcl]dtenounce. Can it be pOSlS1rlL)\1~i b(;en Al
it have been raised to rangelic Tuckerman hs I orede.
men ha unsels of the evang f your honourable pr
laboursand co ls of so many of yo he enlichtened
1L t——that the appeas b en 1.ejected’————that the Ct have
o sors in office have be in the Municipal Govern}men : e
cess ir colleagues 1n : der date of 21s
5 { their colleag h record un 2 Rera
counsels 0 7 There stands or il of Boston: “ It is
rgotten : City Council o Lo
'been fOlgO | . 1 tion O{‘ 1he l.d e “lll SO con-
38, this resolut1 t to Proﬂde a J@ p
July, 18306, he city government, -commodated.
s ol t upon the city g arately acco
incumbent up h prisoner may be sep o rernment of Bos-
hat each p 't of the cove
rncted, th P the part o >
gltll re is the recognition on the |
1ere 15
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on of that ¢
. uty, whi

cognized s Which so

o and fulfj]] Many othe
ever mych, ; ed. The delay : °T governments
is thie o it may be ey elay inits aceom have re

plishment, how-

G exp]analion; but
L 1n direct violation

Y

t ! rett .

of ity © council of 184, pigi);}gdadmlts g
It i difficqlt, t

0 do 50 ¢q at a disty :
O uld | nce, to
It mig ¢ ave bee » 10 understay - :
goodt’:& arise from the 0 entertained, by Id how the intention
¢ ect which Wouldp;elvalence of mistak ave thought that
ation ollow from the oq en ideas as to the
 gould be happy i [ hion of this prin-
eommeions s scoms ' tht
. itted i G me iia
ties of gy, - 2ling th A In 'dVertinEd I Boston; and it is with
poa K Examining & 1e Past seyep oo 14 that T vent d
n Stage, S With car n years [ i
€ honoyy ¢ o 8°Vernme the prisong of ave had opportuni-
ir e1-iot1~0] ite apq tots ot three of \vﬁ!mOSt every Euro-
it progre anagemen adopt suggestiolc have done me
. r i ave seey) atn: on my part for
e Seepal‘ate S)‘Stael;yllous stages ©
- e se s—prisons
e Wion v urse Parated ?
eely wiy) the-o,uld. be fruitﬁ:{]li Persong W}ﬂ)zgl one anothet,
o,

to Tisonep example and
s g | 20o0d,— ample a
g Imany g | direcyopg and have conversed
t t(ix] ¢arn 0 qonion any g ave no right nor
havee1 Portap, »and pro ab] € devogeq pthcml value. There
put questiq Y With €mselve ith as
and [ 4 in pogen 0 of Py e sy s, with
i ade;l' 1 ity desm nof Ce: Jiseg line CEESS than myselﬁ
e M; dition 147 ;. 9tY to Itain fy s o Put circumstance
Which“::te ft Imresult o Unicate tht:;:; %e“erally known,
‘Ver erj m
France b o Ilor, oy Y owp per 0 you.
the diffape > 10t o ]gaged in 0t Dyg 'sonal observation,
hay eeerr?“t diy Oyr Pl‘esentedse lous stue "]W_Ith that liberality,
ft I Printe S and ; me Yy 18 sure ot D
il he Minig d, byt has inspecty, ith tfq offis t? meet :
3 ee cellyly, 2.2 the Commyp; S of rench cial reports 0
Carsh 0 Orre prisons which
which Slie nlfe?n. S.fonde Ce reo] Me, in the Bureuur
ngle o 1iste alllatlon ng‘D rate ative to the twenty-
Were o 0D, hy, 'ed - rance, T te}”fl, which for some
gnd Visiting ¢ Tepogq  ould t examin;ls correspondence;
m‘e Of the Gy Mitteeg Of the dipa ke jt and copy, on the
p :mlon this f; e“[al(())fl those pi(}tors’ c EU;OI‘.C in France,
'mdn S]t;sepapate 2 lﬂasmucheé Ilhinllio_rtlS, all Il)n:g:f(} Sdurfgem}lls,
. D1 ri S 1 ed for the
civil adp, ter gq) Lrisonmyq, o the th

. . eq More j
lmstratt:i()” Whlch ent has bemestness We. ”DpOl:lant to
c . ]“S beep, d‘? Attag ith which the
= Againgt Anthrg,,. - Stlled o

ed in America,
the Singen., \ave ]eg a question of
Y of the 1 o metimes (0

€ports which
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ic. It
the inspectors of prisons on that system have n:adseupu(lj)lslg "
is impossible for the most morbid 1magm?tzlon 1*9 eng}}: pri,sons
.= directors of the I'r ,
the honourable men who aré = =% @ o . reneh b e
i poenious surgeons,
‘+ devoted chaplains, their 1ng B ST )
!hﬁt tgigegfmd en]iahgtened citizens who compo;ci“theud\i/flfselltg;%
::nmf\}r)nittees ::an all ﬁave conspired together, an rom
oo Treancosto doceire thels &2 T communicate o
X at the extracts whicl e
II'ulustfitl}; show the results of a great admlnx'stcxra.t;v‘(,aaellug
W :ctlil: a foreign land, will not be found wanting 1 .
men

r ho will cry out
i there are persons, W y ou
aware, SITs thflt e
g?aifl;)sllythe lessons furnished tolusobi}(;sOtitrlleﬁllea?:(?é dof ki 2
o3 i i their own theor
g o maintaln t ; e o
;i%i)r’i(:nce of enlightened nau{).nsl. x_ks l]ntlecshuasstgneexcei)o =
o -iotl 1 t, which sumuia ] ¢
¥ e patriotic sentiment,  Teads
mnet?lesp‘so much must oné deplore that 0011ce1t,r¥?51015implv
COutlz) dep,reciate their wisdom and to hug our €rrots 1y
us

-sons thus dis-
The number of person
becayse 1Y alre o O\bV:.very oreat. The citizens of Boston
not however, A grea A e o, m
pozeiocta%hir;ese-——and their Mayor most ceriainly
ar

M?II‘]ldarre]r:re three sorts of prisons in France. 1st. 'I‘h;:1 mcf)zls;;rﬁ
d’arrl:t et de justices which correspond very ne:ulylto tdeef(;)rcg 3t
iails in Massachusetts. od. The maisons centrales &2/ -

e ection hich answer in part to our Houses of Correc-
: State Prisons. 3d. The bagnes, OF

de correction, W .
tion, and in part t0 our

galllr?yi;e maisons d’arret are confined those in custody while

hall offences to im ri-
waiting trial andﬂ ﬂiosf gonngneﬁ isgss?zvith these that thepre-
sonment for 168:1 k f;]ongaﬂer the return of the second French
form.commence ’%nitedoStates. On the 2d of October, 1836,
mission from thef ‘he most careful examination and_discussiop
after two, )vgarsho months of the time when the City Council
—amd wnhm'lt Yeg it to be ¢ ‘ncumbent on the City Govern-
to Boston.de%m;.ail <o constructed that each prisoner may be
g;e)l;i;?erl);fo;écimgnodated”——Count Gasparin, then Minister of
th}3 Interior, wrote his cele’brated‘ Circular to the Prefects of
the different departments, informing them, that in future the
Government would approve no p}ans for county prisons unless
they secured the absolute separation (y‘ pwsoners,‘and ordering
that the work on such as were then in construction, should be
stopped until their plans could be changed. « The Government
has recognized,” says Count Casparin, “ that the system it now
follows is essentially wrong, for it throws in contact those who
are charged with simple delinquencies and those who are pur-
sued for crime—the innocent and the guilty, the imprudent and
the depraved. Itis superfluous to insist upon the dangers of a
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e found also an echo in Francé and that
the honour of seeking to oppose what so many rcgard as the
greatest social reform of the ageés is not COl]ﬁDe@ to the .A.mel'l-
can side of the Atlantic- ot long after the introduction ©
the system in France, SOme of those whose condemnation to
death for participation in the aﬂA&.ll‘S Qf 1835, had been com-
muted to imprisonmem, were guilty 10 prison of various €X-
cesses,—among of assaulting their keepers,—10 the

f a new

others that S i
hope, 1 of crealing the excitement O
trial, the Instead of being gra-

{ was supposeéts
of these assaults.
tified int {oriety, they Wwere sub-

Separate System hav

consequenc 5
heir apparcnt craving for no . ul
]y to the ordinarydisciplinary pumshmems of the jail,

everest punish-

jected onl
and on 2 repetition of the same conduct, _
ment known in a French prison; viz: soliary con inement.
Solitary confinement, that is t without the resources 0
books, labouts visits, wa ks in the open air, which are the ele-

The same conduct was pul‘sued by

ments of the ‘separate systen . :
some of those condemneé in 1840 for takmgpm‘t in the attempt
to assassind uke Aumales and it was followed by the same

'y exer-

disciplinary s the govemment was on
cising @ right, which law and usage sanctioned, in punishing
i as foun

ihese assau d difficult at first to attack its con-
ds of the prisoner

dnct ; but the frien s soon took advantage ©

the general introduction of the Separaté System in France,

and sought to embarrass the Ministrys by pouring down upon

that, the bitter complaints of those confined at Mount St.
pecame then, W

Michel. A question of philamhropy at ith a cet-
tain number, a question of pany—~opposﬂmn to the Separate
1 ernment, t

System a matter of oppositlon to thc.gov 1 he enemies
of which a powerful quxiliary in the Prison Discipline

Society” of Boston; extracts from whose reports Were eagerly
i, 5 \ 1 = 2

reprinted and circuialete The Separate System has never,
however, ed at Mount St. Michel ; and the violent

peen introduc
attacks upon it, made on the strength of facts which transpire
there, un i f course no

Jer a regime totally different, can have o
application to it.
At the time of {hese attacks, none were m
tive in urging the geneml adoption of the
than many deputies of the opposition, and among them, three
distinguished no less for the firmness with which for many
Jears they have opposed the general policy of the goverment
than for their constant efforts for human hz\ppiness& and soc'n’\
progress ; 1 mean Gustave Beaumont, Alexis Tocqueville Li
George W. Lafayette. The Legitim! © oal
orge V gitimists, a8 well as the Radicals
made this also a party question and in addit i '
! b ~ , and in addition to itheir repeti
tion Ol the charges of the Boston Prison Discipline 8 let P
sroached the system with bei 1-C e B ot the
elng £ 2 By i X
ing Anti Catholic, forgetful of the

fact, that it was by the order, and under the eye
)

ore warm and ac-
Separate System,

of an Infal-
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ON PRISON DlSClPLINE-

ber of the Visiting Committee whose turn it may be—the keep-
er, and of the person who inspects is labour. During at

least one hour in the day, he takes exercise 10 the open air, 111
one of a seri £ which are planted with

ries of courts; many o : ]
flowers and freshened by fountains. A small library 15 attach-
ed to each prison- Those who 2r¢ in custody only, can have
as many books 28 they choose and, if they s€¢ fit to work, an
account is kept of their laboul and 1ts propeeds paid over to
them. For those who are undergoing imprlsonment as the pe-
nalty of crime; only one hour 2 is allowed for I"eadmg, an
their labour 18 compulsorys snesthird however of its profits is
given to them as ap encouragement to activity. Every Sun-
Jay there 18 religious worship, i which all the prisoners join,
without seeing one another.
Certainly, sir, 0ne may well feel surprised at the ground
which those opposed to this system have taken, viz: that of its
o it would have to €1

inkumanity—and W might rather suppos J
+ing the prison @ place o

oe, of rendering
But facts have

counter the opposite charg
agreeable sojourn, instead of a place of discipline-
¢ there is no danger of this. The rogue, who now
the State, 10 the

proved tha g
seeks to be warmly housed at the expense of
company of his companion i i will shrink from those
hours of meditation, and those appeals to virtue, which fall like
balm upon the conscience of him not already hardened in guilt.
For answers t0 the special charges which have been brought
against this system, that it is the cause of insanitys angl is un-
n of the prisoners,

to the health and moral educatio ;
from private re-

fzivourab\e .
1 invite your attention t0 the following extracts
orts to the Minister of the Interiorl. From Bordeav¥, at
i :son of 168 cells has been occuple
46 : « It is now

for four years’ (&) T.ltes, 1st Apl‘ll, 18 g
i at the health of the prisoners 13 better under
r any other—that they receive

ons of religion, and that, not being

the consolation :
nd counsels of their fellows, many

the bad example 2 i
o e The physician writes, that

i worse.
“oform, while none grow ' .
T rly disp onsider this system unfavourable

e osed to € .
}t]g quve{;Sh{;),rk?;t his opinion has now changed. “_Only one origi-
nal case of {nsanitys” he says: has occurred in the prison, an
this was of a convict 0N f the news of the rejection of
his appeal for a new triak The Visiting Committee, compo-
sed of some of the most honourable and enhghtened citizens
of BordeauX: write:_“_For our Own part, most of us having
orig'mally formed opinions unfavoumble to thg system of sepa-
ration by day as well as by Mg t, we deem it our @uty to de-
clare that ezpm'ie { that we had falle?z inlo ervor;
of separate 1mpnsonment, ac-

nce has proved®
and that We consider the system o1 S°1 :
i religious services and daily

d by labout readings
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any manner predispose them to insanity.”

. From Montpelier, the physician of the separate prison, who
15 also a professor of the distinguished Medjcal Faculty of that

are fewer maladies under the

Pulmonary complaints have
¢ The average number formerly was 81
cases 1 121. Unpder

ler the influence of the new system there
ave been only 17 iy 119, Rheumatic affections have dimin-

ished one half, The epidemics of different seasons do not
Penetrate the cells, while under the old System, every disease

The cages which occur
_ . merous than before, hut are of shorter dy-
ration. Prisoners who were feeble, emaciated and lap uish-
g, on arrival, have q

acquired in a short time al] the externa
S1gns of perfect health, e

| an any one doubt any longer of the

good effects of (he System on those who gre well, when it aids

g the health of those wh are ill?7  Out
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’
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. = < re
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1
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offenders, and in many of our departmental prisons, particu-
larly that of Tours, where I have observed its effects with care,
The health of the prisoners is good ; they work with ardour,
and do not wish to return to the society of thejr comrades. It
must be remembered, however, that once within the walls of
the prison, the ideq of punishing a culprit must give place to that
z orming a man. He should meet only the
kindly Jooks of those who are sincerely occupied with his spi-
ritual health and p urnkeys and executioners
who seek to impose on him an expiation. Confirmatory facts
from every side come to the support of our own experience.

“I beg you to helieye me, sir, with sentiments of special re-
gard, your devoted friend,

“GASPARIN.
“ Mr. Ggo. SuMNER, Paris.”
The other letter js from the distinguished physician, Dr., Le.
ut, known in America as well as in Europe by his important
works upon Insanity, and also by his inte

resting psychological
studies upon Aristotle and Paschal. He i5 5 member of the
Institute and of the Royal Academy of Med;

. cine, and is Phy-
sician of the Salpetriere, the great asylum for the insane of
Paris.
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human nature for the mind ‘to be stationary—it must progress
either in virtue or in vice. Nothing promotesthis progress so
much as the emulation created by society, and from the nature
of the society will it receive its direction. Every association
of convicts then, that can be formed, will in a greater or less
degree pervert, but never reform, those of which itis compo-
sed; and we are brought to the irresistible conclusion that
classification once adiitted to be useful, it is so in an inversc
proportion to the members of which each class is composed,
and is not perfect until we come to the point at which it loses
its name and nature in the complete separation of individu-
als.”

And thus the opinion of our learned statesman and jurist
comes as another testimony to the wisdom of the resolution of
the City Council of 1836—and as another stimulus'to the re-
grets of those who wait in vain for its fulfilment, and who see
with sorrow the fair fame of our city suffering from this long
delay.

I appeal to you, sir, as Mayor of Boston, to labour for the
adoption of such a plan for its new prison, as shall be worthy
of the former fame of our city. I appealto you,as my fellow
citizen, to exercise that influence which your own enlightened
character, no less than the traditions of patriotism and well
performed public service, give to your name, to prevent the
commission of a great administrative error. History shows
us, str, that these can never pass with impunity. Their expia-
tion may be tardy, butit is sure—oftentimes dire. In that long
list of grievances against the ancient Government of France,
$0 ably propounded by the great orator of her Revolution—
grievances, the extent of which lessens our surprise at the hor-
rors which attended their expiation—in that dark list of charges
none fell with greater weight, none was more deeply remem-
bered in the hour of sorrow than this—* You have, by the in-
discriminate mingling in your prisons, of libertines and crimi-
nals, by the infamous, odious and atrocious communion which
you have permitted there, rendered yourself guilty of the most
abominable of transgressions, that of initiating your fellow men
n crime.”

We may draw lessons of morality, sir, from the French Re-
volution. That no Mirabeau may ever be able to bring this
charge against us, and that wisdom and justice may always
prevail in the present, and so disarm the violence of the future,

is the earnest prayer of your fellow citizen, and obedicnt ser-
vant,

GEORGE SUMNER.

How. Josiner Quivev, Jr., Mayor of Boston.
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