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The Turk and Armenian in their Respect for Animal Life,
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What should be the Relation between the Humane Society and Child-Caring
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The Slaughter of the Innocents, - Rev. Jenkin Lrovp Joxes, Chicago.
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ConTESsa D. piIBRAZZA SAVORGNAN, Rome.

The same subject, by SieNORA FANNY ZAMPINT SALAZAR, Naples, Italy,
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HE American Humane Association held its annual conven-
tion at the same time in the same place, taking up its
sessions immediately upon the adjournment of the several

sessions of the Congress, and adjourned finally on Friday even-
ing, October 13th, having transacted much important business ;
re-electing the officers of the preceding year. v

Among the valuable papers presented to the Congress, was
one by the Hon. James M. Brown, President of the Toledo
Humane Society, entitled “The One Hundred Thousand Chil-
dren in the United States whose Fathers are in Prison.” The
paper commanded the closest attention and was received with

great applause. The paper was as follows, viz:

MR. PrRESIDENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN :

The number of delinquent, defective and dependent persons wholly or par-
tially maintained at public expense in the State of Ohio last year was over
150,000 ; or about one person in every twenty-five of the population. The ag-
gregate expenditure for this purpose for the year was $3.050.704.39. A like ratio
throughout the United States would give a population maintained at the public
expense of 2,600,000, at an annual cost of $68,040,c00. An estimate made by the
Board of Charities of the State of Ohio shows that this stream of humanity is
increasing at a ratio greatly in excess of that of the population. The twenty
years preceding the year 1892, showed an aggregate increase of population of 38
per cent. and the increase in number of persons maintained at public expense to
be 400 per cent. This large increase is doubtless attributable, in part, to an en-
larged spirit of benevolence, and more thorough methods in looking after these
classes of persons.

I will not undertake at this time, to point out all the sources from whence
come the polluted waters which make up this mighty stream. I will content my-
self by pointing out one, and showing that society itself is, if not wholly, in a
large degree, responsible for its corrupting power.

At the time of taking the census of 1890, there were confined in the peniten-
tiaries and prisons of the several States of the Union, over 82,000 persons. Of
that number about 40 per cent. were heads of families. This, by the ordinary
rule of estimating populations, namely, three children to a family, would give a
little short of 100,000 children whose fathers were in prison. As the number in-
creases rather than diminishes, we may conclude that there is to-day, more than
that number of children in this country whose fathers are undergoing compulsory
confinement.

The sentence which commits the father to prison, not only casts the shadow
of disgrace and shame over his wife and children, substantially ostracising them
from society and its consideration, but at the same time, without mercy, cuts ofl
the family support. He whom nature has charged with the sacred duty of main-
taining them, and seeing that they are developed into self-supporting, independ-
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ent and honorable citizens, by his own act has deprived himself of liberty. The
mother, already burdened with the care of her family, is forced for the first time,
to meet the additional problem of their support. In her disgrace she looks out
into a friendless world and sees nothing that offers her assurance that her chil-
dren will not come to want. She says: “If I find employment who will take
care of these help'ess children while I go to earn their daily bread ? Shall I lock
them in, and take the chances of their destruction, or shall I open the door to the
streets 7’ While thus she considers and grieves over her inability to properly
care for her household, a kindly neighbor calls and says: “Madame, over the
way is the Infirmary office; send your children and the officer will give you
bread.” She answers: ‘“Give me bread? Has it come to this? He who eats
bread that he has not earned commits a sin against society, himself and his God.”
But the neighbor answers: “Itis for such as you that the State has provided
this help.” She says in reply : “The State has deprived me and my helpless
children of support ; support which God gave us; that which, if it were but re-
stored, would enable me to feed, clothe, educate and make of them good citizens ;
and now, in lieu thereof, the State proposes to make paupers of us all.” The
neighbor, as he departs, says: * You are quite right, good woman ; but this is a
friendless world, and you had better avail yourself of my suggestion.” Soon the
extremity is upon her; the rent is due, the children hungry, and she sees no
other way than to appeal to the Infirmary. She calls her eldest children, a
bright boy and girl, and sends them with a basket and a note asking for bread.
Soon they return with bright faces and happy hearts, and tell her how kind that
officer was. ¢ He not only gave us bread, but meat, also; and what was better
than all, he said we could have them without pay ; that he would help you pay
the rent, and when these provisions are gone, we shall come again.” The
mother buries her head in the consciousness that that day, by that act, the door
is opened to her children that leads to lives of pauperism, and through pauperism
to crime.

Go with me to the door of the prison cell of the father of these children.
The hard work of the day is over; a dim light burns within by which he reads a
letter from his wife. We need not disclose its contents. Between broken sobs,
as he sits upon his cot with his head between his hands, we hear him say: “ The
world knows nothing of the terrors of this prison life. I know it is my fault,
In an unguarded moment I brought it all upon myself and them. I forfeited my
right to liberty, and under the law I was justly condemned for life to these
gloomy walls. I am content to sufler and to work, but oh, the thought that I
cannot help the innocent and helpless ones at home ; that they are covered with
shame and forced to beg—it is more than I can bear! It will drive me mad! Is
society not satisfied with my imprisonment, my hard labor, and the hardships of
prison life? Will it, in addition, make paupers of my wife and children? Must
every aspiration and every hope that I have had for them be crushed, and must
I regard my government as my unrelenting enemy?

A year later we go again to this cell. The lines upon the face of the prisoner
have grown deeper and harder, and his eyes have lost their lustre, and morose,
he sits in silence. We say: “ Prisoner, we have good news for you! It is not
liberty, nor freedom from toil. The prison laws have been so amended that for
every ten hours of work you shall be credited and paid $1.25, of which 25 cents
shall be paid to the state for your maintenance, and the $1.00 shall be sent to
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your wife for her support, and the education and care of your children!” Daze.d
with the announcement, yet rapidly comprehending its import, he springs to his
feet as a man infused with new life. Hope fills his heart, lights up his eyes, and joy
drives away the deep lines from his face. He thanks Goc% for t.his .beneﬁcent
provision, and declares that henceforth the gloom of the }.)l'lSOn will give \v:ay .to
that labor will now be a pleasure ; that if ten hours of toil will

radiant sunlight ; 1
S double the time, if thereby he may increase

meet such a reward, he will gladly
his contribution to the comfort and welfare of those he loves.

Need I take you to his stricken household when the first mon‘thly payment
of $26 is handed over by the state, and it is realized that poverty, its .COI?SEqueni
suflering and entailments, are banished from the .door;. that %he children shaij
henceforth be fed, clothed, educated and developed into llves.of mdependencian
thrift, by the uninterrupted care of the mother, and the earnings of the fathen'. '

: leads to such results improve or injure the condition

i islati hich : .
IV e the moral qualities of that prisoner in

of that family? Will it improve or injur
in his cell? .
The wisdom of a law is determined by

it i ted, is must be wise.
and lifts up those for whose benefit it 1s enacted, '
I mig}l)lt here stop for a moment, to argue the abstract right of the state to

appropriate the results of this man’s la.bor to the 1-nJury :)f hlslfa;nhl;i; riI ;{t(: ZS(:
believe such right exists. In the formation of gOVCmme.“ s, on )’f itsh fungctions i
surrendered which are necessary to the prope.v p.erfonutz;lnc;:ltzer’s funett is;
every other right is reserved. The right of children t.o de a hers n}e)\l,er e
natuyral right. It existed before governments were forme ,:m' , e
o is tr if a man becomes dangerous to socxlety, he may ‘e
It s true, 3 ¢ hat principle which requires 1t to exercise
than retard the interests of the citizen,
possible he may still discharge
a man’s first duty is to his

its results. If it rescues, improves

surrendered.
restrained; but if the state has regard to t :
its guardianship, so as to promote, rath.ex )
it is bound to so restrain or confine him, that 1

i inci that
his obligations to his family. The prlnClple. harge is recognized everywhere.
household, and that it shall not become a public charg g

N

: ats of this principle. It matters
Our homestead and exemptlo;:o]:;‘fr;r:tI?hoen::rfand, if it n'fust be éatisﬁed at the
not .lfliow 1}or;estq:1epc:)<ilt)t;)?‘;ne,s wife and children, the law says lht slhalldnc;ttlbe
8 the s ’ i fr . g
Sz(t:irslﬁgg! OUpon Wﬁat principle, then, fa i, ont t}?e Stit?t:n;?lle(l)xrx‘eatn:ofe:uPPOrt?
family, in such manner as to deprive that family of its only

i keel)ing I prisoner
i i i i ndoubted the duty o that
il lal t of 1mprlsonment 18 Ut o l, 1 o : f‘ ) ! 1

, ing that the resul | . )
emplo? f('i’ afnd .<1)f S.eejlgxsgt ©s manifest, But it is said the state, through its poor laws,
port of his tamily 18 -
has provided an equivalent for this. 1
its power, so as to promote not 01} the family
interests of its citizens. SupPO‘i ‘C')ft and indepen
honorable, and conduces to the thri o o I
take that support alway, iln characteristics of paupers, dishonors,
and stamp upon them the
demoralizes and degrades them,

But I hear some one say:
life ; the avera
go to the Infi

tation from

1 answer, No! The state is bound to exercise
‘ ’ . .
y its own welfare, but likewise, the best

by the father is natural and
dence of his household. To

el its ve at the public expense,
d comp

habits and e
d undermines the state. . .
“';‘his will prove an expensive business! These
ge is comparatively short, and the time
rmary for help will be limited.”
the report of the honorable presi-

a

sentences are not all for
these children are compelled to
This argument is fully met by a quo
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dent of the Provident Association, of St, Louis, for the year 1892. He wisely
and truthfully says:

“It is hard to have asked alms and maintain self-respect. When once the
line of dependence is crossed, there is natural and inevitable tendency to rapid
descent from even unavoidable and honest poverty, to shameless and chronic
pauperism.”  This sentiment is but the crystallization of the experiences of
civilization throughout all ages. The consular reports upon the subject of
“vagrancy and public charity in foreign countries,” just issued by the State
Department of our country, bears testimony on almost every one of its six hund-
red pages, as it traces the line of vagrancy around the earth, that the work of
reforming and restoring vagrants to lives of thrift and independence is the hardest,
most vexatious and profitless work undertaken in the whole field of charities.

The taxable duplicate of the state of Ohio for 1892 w
and thirty millions of dollars. If the state paid to e

as seventeen hundred

ach of the 1,000 prisoners in
penitentiaries and workhouses, who are heads of families, one dollar for each day

of labor, and nothing was realized from that labor, the

deficiency of $326,000 on
that account would be more than restored by a levy

: of two-tenths of a mill on
the dollar of the duplicate. But as we know she requires these convicts to work
b

and work hard, and that she does receive benefits from their toil, we also know
the amount to be raised for this humane purpose would be even less than one-
tenth of a mill on the dollar. What is said upon this subject as to Ohio, is
able in a degree to every state in the Union.

applic-

A state like Ohio, which adds to its revenue on account of the sale of intoxi-
cants, over $2,500,000 per year, an amount equal to 14 mills on the dollar of its
taxable duplicate, can well aflord to assess on that duplicate two-tenths of a mill
on the dollar for this laudable purpose.

The society over which, for the past ten years, I have had the honor to
preside has repeatedly presented this subject to the legislature of the state, and
asked that the penal laws be so amended that the earnings of prisoners, who are
heads of families, after deducting sufficient to maintain such prisoners, might be
devoted to the support of such families.

The proposition has been generally regarded as wise and hum

. X X ane; but
because of the eagerness of the leading political parties to m

ake as good financial

showing as possible for the penal institutions of the state, it has not been

adopted. We however succeeded in having the principle embodied in the law
governing the workhouse of our own city, whereby the earnings of the heads of
families, convicted of cruelty to, or abandonment of, their children, to the extent
of 40 cents a day, is appropriated to the support of such children.  While there
has been no fair test of the workings of this law, because of the limited resources
of the work-house board, and a consequent disposition to parole a

; . ; Il prisoners
whose families are entitled to such earnings, y

et I believe the principle incorpor-
ated in that act will eventually be engrafted upon the penal laws of every state
of the Union.

When this is done, it may be well said that the states in thejr sovereign
capacity, and by the best methods, have not only stooped to lift up and succor
the helpless, but have also visited and administered to those who are in prison.

At the conclusion of the reading, Mr. Brown presented two
resolutions, and gave notice that he would formally offer them
at the next session of the American Humane Society, for its

action. But the Congress was not content with any delay,

and upon motion, and by unanimous vote, adopted both

resolutions. They were as follows, viz:

1. WHEREAS, the modes of punishing prisonerls who are
heads of families, now prevailing throughout thf:.Umted States,
in almost all cases necessarily deprives such faml'hes of a'll means
of support, and compels them during such period toll.lve Lllp—‘on
public charity-—to beg from door to door—thus teaching t‘mm
lessons of idleness and vagrancy, which lead to habits of perma-
nent pauperism and crime, and consequent demoralization of

society, therefore,

at the American Humane Association hereby
1d the friends of humanity, every-
where, the importance of seeing that the penal I.afvs of the res-
y ate be so amended, that heads of families confined in
1g such confinement, be furnished with work,
alent for such work be by the state devoted

ResoLVED; Tl :
urges upon its membership ar

pective st .
prisons shall, durn.
and that a fair equiv o1
to the support of such Samilies.

WHEREAS, The abandonment of helpless children by
j s, _ .
i itute -owing evil and one of the prin-
their pnrcnts, const1tutc§ a gIO\\lﬂb.C. Ac ! : Sy p !
cipal causes of pauperism now existing in the land; and,
Cl [e = -~ A N ] N !
wﬁereqs certain states have passed laws defining and punish
d i . }
ing theycrime of abandonment, while others have not; and,
\V}Tereég from states where such law exists, persons contemp-
lating ;uch abandonment can and do eaSIIy'ﬁee to the states
al e h law exists, thus escaping their duty to support
where no such lz 3 5 & - d PP
their own children, and also the penalty therefor, to the great

S e fore
injury and demoralization of society; therefore,

2.

RESOLVED ; That the American Hu.m%n%ﬁSEOC}E?tjogugrgzz;
upon its members throughout the Unite _3a LS~ Ajl(‘in 111yth€
seeing that laws punishing abandonment‘am pasfsc_c. in ¢ Ay
et 1 that provision be made whereby a g e .
B EfmF such offence may be returned for trial and punish-
xzztﬁpg; the requisition of the Governor therefor.

In accordance with the spirit of the resolutions, the subjects
na a v

9




set forth in both are carnestly commended to the friends of
humanity everywhere.

Mr. Brown has furnished forms whicl

et 1 are appended hereto
and which ides i i i

and wh may be used as guides in procuring the desired
legislation.

Py JOHN G. SHORTALL,
res't Humane Congress and Am.

M. V. B. Davrs,

S ecretary.

Humane Society.
)

CHICAGO, October 3oth, 1393.
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(FORM SUGGESTED FOR A BILL UNDER THE FIRST RESOLUTION.)

A BILL

TO ENABLE CONVICTS TO ASSIST IN TIHE SUPPORT OF
THEIR WIVES AND CHILDREN.

SecTioN 1.—Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio,
that whenever any person shall be com-i_cted of a crime or offense in any of tl}e
courts of this Stafe, any part of the punishment whereol shall be hard labor in
any prison or workhouse in this State, it shall be the duty of the court in which
such person shall be convicted, to make enquiry, summoning witnesses, if neces-
sary, and make finding of the fact as to whether said person so convicted has a
wife and child or children, or either, said chlldrcr_] being under eighteen years of
age, resident of this State, dependent for support in \.vhole or Part upon the ]a?or
of said person so convicted and, if so, the name, residence and postoflice address
of each, and the age of such child or children, and said finding shall ‘bc 'madejq
part of the record in said case, and a copy thereof undel: the seal of sm‘d comt-
shall by the clerk thereof, with the mittimus, b; tran_smltt.e.d to HIF b\vmden O‘l
Superir{tendent of the prison or \\*OI-khou§e to \ythh _sald g).enson sha 3 e .;entte?lg-
ed, and also to the auditor of the county in which said person so convicted, at the

time of his arrest, shall have a legal residence.

Sec. 2.—1f it shall appear from said finding that such person so conyncted has
such \vif'c~:111cl chfld or children, or either, such child or children being under
igl ‘ears of ace, residents of this State, who are dependent in whole or in
elghteen years o age. 72 i -t, it shall be the duty of such warden
part upoli the labor of such convict for support, it shall be the duty i
or superintendent of the prison or workhouse to \.\‘111(.‘11 said person shall be
Sen{enpced and received, to credit said person 8o convicted, sentcncgd and 1'ecewed‘
3 , e ; ; -
u the books of said prison or workhouse, as the case may 1)8,‘“1111. the sum of
pER. K= poes ) lay during his detention in said prison or

& [ ‘h ¢ ery working d

$1.00 f{or each and every wo E : ! .

Ivorl'h O<e under said sentence, which sum shall be paid monthly out of the

treﬂs\uroxl')hot‘ the county where such conviction shall have taken place, provided
E

said convict shall have a legal residence thcrcmj (‘)'“i]erszetot)illt‘(:.gntiltléeo?ﬁ?jllll'uregi
the county where said convict shgll l_m\'t\ a legal I.E:NIL ?}l?_CL[ flnde]:t el cf{:é rest
and conviction, upon the order of said warden or slll)ttilt’l :t o yti(me " h}; 'u'r;.;t
be, upon the auditor of the county ity CO;]';IL- cl‘mll thereupon (1;'1<\v his
an)d conviction had a legal residence, and 52}1(1 aL],L1~011‘;:st" of L‘hc}\vil'e (;f said
warrant upon the treasurer of such county in favor, 4rst; of oG e
! ot said certified record that he has a \\1t§ in this
}s)tertson 50 1com'1ctc1d,iéliitlftggeal_ by said record that he has no wife in this stalte,
thzzax:l ’inq?::\,'orﬁ(‘gfmtl’le guardian of said child o1 .('l,]]Jqle?'thil}])esl;le{)lll)?lezgflg bw},/hticlﬁ
Probate Court of the county in which they o :“{‘heo time said person §0 con-
guardian shall be appointed to serve il GIEDR 1 it shall {)e the duty of said
3ictcd shall be imprisoned under said sentence. 1\_?({ '1 hbis( e and f)ostoﬁ"lce
Probate Court appointing such gu‘tl-rdtliilet:[ ;21 tlh}e case n(my be, and to the
add'ress to the said wa.rdenh?zhstégie(;lgetwn sc; convicted shall, at the L.ime of his
i(uudll?rl o Lhe]zcizlntgéslige:w and the time that said 'pm'so? ls_o Conwtdfgt?lhﬁilé
arrest hav { € " ; C s arrést i
halveeS b;en\lei: m? county where.copv_lct_ed,.‘{1lom1ltll‘aeesiiléililuceomclll_:il‘:?‘e
conviction, shall not be counted in fixing his leg:

year by

: -ovisi f thi he
- -rving out the provisions of this act, t
>, 2.—For surpose of carrying he N ;.
> o3 30_1 nt(l]ri (I)l‘ e}nch county in the state are authmmcdlan‘dtﬁ;:cig(;tdeég
L?S:itc;e C‘O]'n;?\l/bSI?llerefor and for the year 1890 shall 15;)’ lli]f':tee(fF irimr

& d ) € @ ax cd oc h
gne-hunc!i)l:‘edthg of a mill on the dollar of the general tax dup 3

< ec its passage.
Skc. 4.—This act shall take effect on its passag
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(sEconD REsoLuTiON)

The desertion, abandonment or wilful neglect to support children under six-
leen years of age, by father or mother, should be declared a felony, punishable by
imprisonment and hard labor, and the earnings of such prisoner should be de-
voted to the support of such children, and the extradition laws should be made to
conform to the offense, in case the grade is less than felony. Art. 4, SE_C~ 2 of
the Constitution of the United States, provides that, * A person charged in any
State with treason, felony or other crime, who should flee from justice and be
found in another State, * #* = shall be delivered up.” State laws should be
made to cover the offense defined, so that persons abandoning their children and
fleeing to another State, may be returned for trial and punishment. Said laws
will greatly reduce the increasing pauperism of the land.
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