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AN APPRECIATION.

MIDDLESEX CounTy CRIMINAL COURE,
December Term. 1906.
To Hon. Fraxcrs A. GASKILL.
Justice of Superior Court.

We, the undersigned jurors, wish to express our admiration for
the system of probation practiced under the laws of Massachusetts in
our courts of justice. Having, as we have had, the opportunity of
watching its practical application while serving the Commonwealth,
the humaneness of the idea struck home to us. We especially admire
the chance it offers to those who have been led astray and committed
their first criminal act, giving them a chance to lead upright lives
thereafter, instead of having their heads bowed unded the load of a
prison sentence, leading usually to a ruined and criminal life when
they are set free.

Hoping that the public at large will come to a better appreciation
of the probation system, we remain,

Yours very truly,

(Signed) WALTER W. STIMPSON,
WiLriaM F. GLENN,
CHARLES A. WALTER,
EVvERELT S. GOULD,
OWEN E. MARTIN,
CHARLES W. FLORANCE,
CHARLES A. DUDLEY,
JouN W. BLAKENEY,
JAMES H. WOODWARD,
WriLLiaM C. PURCELL,

J. F. HUNTER,

Frep T. TIGHE,

EARL K. ATwWOOD,
WILLIAM J. BARROW, JR.,
Joux L. BOYNTON,
WILLARD C. PLASTRIDGE,

D. J. SKELTON.




‘The Investigation and Selection of Cases
for Probation.

There is a great change in the method of treating wo-
men criminals by the Courts of today from the form of
punishment meted out to them in the early settlement of
New England, when the ‘‘ducking-stool”” and ‘‘whipping-
post’’ were in use for those who violated the penal code,
.or since that great and noble woman, Katherine Frye; vis-
iting the female prisoners in ‘‘Old Newgate’’ in 1817 found
the ward to which she finally penetrated, like a den of
wild beasts, filled with woman, unsexed, swearing, dan-
cing, yelling and fighting, justly deserving of its name
“‘hell above ground.” ; '

The records of those early times disclose the infliction
of penalties of almost unbelievable severity; for instance,
on May 15, 1672, the General Court.of Massachusetts au-
thorized the use of the ‘‘ducking-stool;’”” on December 4,
1638, the public whipping-post for women as well as men
was established; March 18, 1631, the same legislative body
enacted the law punishing adultery by death; and since
the settlement of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, women
have been burned at the stake for murder, the penalty hav-
ing been duly prescribed by law and carried out.by the of-
ficers sworn to uphold its majesty. It was not until 1813
that the minor infamous punishments, such as whipping,
branding, -cutting off ears, boring tongues, etc., were
abolished by legislative enactment. With the passage of
time, however, all this has gradually been changed.

There has been for many years a deep-rooted conviction
jn Massachusetts that the State should be ever ready to
assist in the most liberal manner degraded and fallen wo-
men, who come before the Courts charged with. drunken-
ness or immoral conduct. The Legislature, recognizing
public sentiment in this direction, several years ‘ago. en-
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On the other hand, if a woman is made to understand
that the state, through its probation officers, and others
who are willing to cc-operate .with them, is. interested in
her welfare and anxious to secure for hera good home, .
she is usually quick to take advantage of the offer made.
In such cases a woman is told that she must goto an en-
tirely new locality, and she generally realizes that this is
to her advantage. o _ :

The assistance to be rendered must be.practical. The
mere giving of a card of instructions, stating how persons
are expected te conduct themselves while on probation,
can be of little help to a woman whose past few years have
been filled with tribulations, .and whose downfall can be
traced to drunkenness, or the leading of animmoral life.

It was in 1902 that my attention was particularly di-
rected to probation for women offenders.

At the October sitting of the Superior Court of that
year, there were the cases of ten women upon the crimin-
al docket, nine of whom had been convicted of drunken-
ness in the police court, and had taken an appeal from the
sentence given them, the tenth had been indicted for lewd
and lascivious cohabitation. .The nine. women charged
with drunkenness had records of previous arrests.

Justice Bond was upon the bench, and when these wo-
men were called before the the bar His Homnor cast his
eye over the motley group,of women and said ‘‘Mr. Pro-
bation Officer, why is it so many women come before the
court at Lowell charged with drunkenness?’’ I replied
that seven of the women worked in the cotton mills, and
of the ten qunly two were pative born. Most of the factory
hands come ‘from over the sea, leaving behind them the
parental roof and its protection. The drinking habit is

the result of lonesome lives and homesickness.
Their new conditions of home life in America have much
to.do with their acquired habits. A seat at a table, with
ninety-nine others. in one of the corporation boarding-
is generally where they get their first meal, and
arters is a room in the same building,

largely

houses,
their private qu
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been before the L Court eleven times, had been at
the Women’s Reformatory at Sherborn for one year, be-
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sides serving several sentences il
Her latest offence was drunkenness, and she had been
sentenced for the second time tothe Sherborn Reformatory,

from which sentence she had appealed.
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After I took her from the court-room to the probation
office, the poor girl threw herself full length upon the floor,
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It will be interesting to note that the average results
for the year 1907 compare quite closely with those of 1906 :

1906

Conduct Good . . . . . . . . g»
o Bait. . .. . «: .39 121—69%

Defaulted . . . . . . . . 6

Surrendered . . s Leis il e m B6

Re-arrested . . 19

Continued -4 65—31%
186

1907

Couduct Good . . . 8o
T R

» Defamlted .. . 0L 3 2 T2
Susrendered ¢y W . . L L, 28
Rlesamrested '/, . . . .., . . 18
175

The increase in the ntmber defaulted can be attributed
to the ha:d times, many workmen having been compelled
to change their former places of ahode, and some have neg-
lected to send me their new addresses.

Under the practice of having pr
able) pay Court expenses and make reg
parties, [ have during the year colle
$332.64 expenses.

I have also supervised the
titution purposes, .

There has been collected and paid out for neglected
wives and minor children $477.09, and have supervised the
payment of $324.00 more, making a grand total of $2,087.43-

The work of the probation department in Middlese.x
County continues to increase, and it can be largely attri-
buted to the heads of police departments and police officers
themselves in charge of cases, who frequently come to the
probation officer and recommend probation for persons
they have arresteq and convicted as the best method of
disposing of their cases. I find the police always ready to

Co-operate with me in aiding to bring about the reforma-
tiou of an offender, or in f
tion they

60—33%

obationers (when
titution to injured
cted and paid over

payment of $953.79 for res-

may have that will assist me in my work.
Yours respectfully,
JamMES P. RAMSAY.

urnishing me with any informa- _
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