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SERMON.

+¢T WAS IN PRISON, AND YE CAME UNTO ME."—St. Matt. xxv: 36.

The ministers of the several congregations in town have been
requested by a committee of its citizens to call the attention of all
good people to the duty of diminishing crime by the reforma-
Hion of criminals. In some of its aspects it is a matter which
may well claim our attention here, for it is a very practical ap-
plication of the principles of Christianity to some of the most
serious and painful facts and necessities of our social order.
And a congregation which, on every Sunday and Litany day,
beseeches God “to bring into the way of truth all such as have
“to show His pity upon all pris-

erred and are deceived,” and
Service Book provides a special

oners and captives,” and whose
office for the Visitation of Prisoners which will well repay study,

ted to consider how it may best translate its

may well be interes
the good of the country and the honor

prayers into actions, for
of God.

I take for my text
cing beforehand the
His followers, when He comes
throne, “I was in prison, and ye came unto me.”

Christians, then, have a duty to prisoners, as such
or guilty.

Jesus Christ Himself—let us never forget it—was apprehend-
ed, tried, and gentenced. Let this fact arrest our attention. In
all points tempted like as we are’—here is another human ex-
perience which He shared, a point of sympathy with a class of
o much outside of our sympathies that it stag-
e Divine Founder of our religion as one of

those remarkable words of Christ, announ-
tests He will apply to those who claimto be
at last to sit on His judgment

innocent

men ordinarily
gers us to think of th
them—yet without sin.”

Tt follows, then, that t
do not of themselves prove that

o be apprehended, tried, and sentenced,
a man is guilty. But even if he
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Simpl}’ this, to incorporate into our system of dealing with
eriminals the principal of reformation, in additicn to the princi-
ple of punishment. The principle of punishment, pure and sim-
ple, is a false principle in human legislation. « Vengeance 1s
mine, T will repay, gaith the Lord.” He only who sees the
hearts of men, and knows the occasions of their evil acts, and
measures the strength of temptation and the weakness of the
moral power to resist it, can justly apportion the actual guilt of

Lments are necessary for

an evil action. S0 far as human punis
the protection of society, and as & part of that for the preven-
nals, the magistrate s

tion of crime and the reformation of crimi
His vicegerent, and ¢ beareth not the sword in vain.” Beyond
that the King has given him DO commission.

The invaluable reports of the N. Y. Prison Association record
the results of many years’ experience as to the evils and defects
of a merely punitive system, and the legislation of that imperial
state—imperial in the magnitude of its criminal experiences as
ther and better things—has been influenced very largely of
red, and phil:ulthropic re-

in o
late years by the patriotic, enlighter
Jusions of the able men who have given so

gearches and conc
hind

much attention to this subject. Connecticut 18 Very far be

New York and other states in this matter. The defects of the
gener:ﬂl}' prevailing system, and the true conditions of z}reform—
ative pl'ison discipline, may e briefly stated, and the statement
will carry conviction.

1. Pr(;minent among the defects of the present gystem 18 the
pl‘omiscuous and enforeed association of young criminals with
hardened offenders. A Doy, impl‘isoned for his first offense—a
petty larceny, it may be, or & wild freak which betok@s the want
of gelf-control or parentn-l controls pather than 2 deliberate pur-
pose of evil—is throwl while he is sore and desperate wnder the
disgrace which he has gense of ghame el}ough to feel bitterly,
into the company of & man who has lost it uttcjﬂy. They be-
come pupil and teacher, at once All the better 11111)111§es of‘ the
lad are stifled, and he leaves the prison & gr;uhmte. in crime.
Higs instructor leaves it, too, and the intimacy ripens into an evil
partnership to prey otill further oX the community-
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