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REFORM SCHOOLS.

HE House of Refuge in this city has completed its fiftieth year,
The work it has done in saving many thousands of young
ruin is hardly to be estimated. It is clear, how-

persons {rom utter
be done to bring it up to the standard

ever, that much remains to
of many more modern Reform Schools in this country and abroad.
The Hon. John Welsh was, for many years, a Manager of the
House, and during his service as American Minister in England,
having visited a number of kindred institutions there, sent copies
of their reports to his old colleagues here, and thus set on foot a
system of exchanges, from which the latest information has been
talken as to the changes and improvements sucgested by the large
experience of other Reform Schools at home and abroad.

Among all the English Reform Schools, the best are found to
be those that are in the country, where the system of living in
families can be successfully introduced. The history of this method
s 2 matter of more than usual interest and value. Set on foot in
Germany, it was adopted in this country in many State Reform
Schools, notably in Massachusetts, Ohio, New Jersey and Western
Pennsylvania, with varying degrees of success, but in Trance, at
Mettray, in a Reform School established in 1839 by M. De Metz,
it has attained its highest approach to perfection. There eight hun-
dred boys are housed in small groups, and work in the fields and
in shops, without walls or bars or cells, yet by means of a system
of well balanced rewards and punishments, escapes are reduced to
a nullity, while by a careful supervision of the boys after they leave,
providing good homes, getting them work, helping them to help
themselves, recommitments are almost unknown. Mettray is also
or teachers, and, like Pastor Wichern's German

a training school [
Reform School, it supplies superintendents and other officers for
similar institutions far and wide.

Next to Mettray in results, and even greater in numbers, are
the Industrial Schools at Ieltham, and at Annesley, near London,
the latter with 1,100, the former with nearly 8co boys, \\-'11::1'(::, as
in the other English schools of this class, besides farming work,
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city, establishing it on the plan of other Farm S5chools, without
walls or cells or prison appliances.

In England and in France, just asin this country, the most suc-
cessful Reform Schools are those that were set on foot by private
charity, and after showing the benefit to the state and the taxpayer,
were cared for out of the public purse. The system of local taxa-
tion and of State grants for the support of the children cared for
by private corporations or associations of benevolent persons,
seems to work far more effectually than that of merely official
guardians. The best way of keeping down our prison population
and that which overflows in our Almshouse and House of Correc-
tion, is to encourage the reformation and training of children.
An effective lesson is taught by the contrast of the condition of
the children in the House of Refuge with those of the crowded
wards of the Children's Asylum in the Almshouse, and the un-
taught boys and girls in the House of Correction. Anotherisa
comparison of the House of Refuge, with its high walls and its
prison-like limits, and the Farm Schools in New Jersey and Massa-
chusetts, in Ohio, and the District of Columbia. Still the House
of Refuge, through an efficient Visiting Agent, Dr. John S. Boyd,
reports an average of 87 per cent. of the children leaving it as doing
well, and this in spite of the difficulties that attend the control
and direction of those who are given up to their parents and friends
before their reformation is really effected, and the impossibility of
exercising a strict supervision. The dry array of facts, impressive as
the figures are, drawn from the reports of other Reform Schools,
both at home and abroad, is enlivened by the statement of a recent
visit to Feltham, one of the best English Farm Schools, by James
V. Watson, one of the most active managers of the IHouse of Refuge,
and he and others of the Board, who have seen this and kindred
Reform Schools, advocate heartily a move into the country.

THE REFORM SCHOOL OF METTRAY,

In 1839 two Frenchmen, de Metz and de Courteilles, established
a Reform School which has become a model for similar institu-
tions far and near. Of forty-five hundred children received in
its care, with nothing stronger than hedges to mark its fields, only
one escaped, in 1849,—of cight hundred on its books in 1873,
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and good family, who for seven months devoted themselves to
training for their duties, he substituted for prison discipline, farm
labor, family life, moral education, religious and absolute devotion
to the work in hand, sacrificing all other ties of family and the
outer world to the care of the future inmates, so that they should
be the only objects of their careful and affectionate zeal, and that
even the children should be convinced when they were punished
that it was done in a spirit of paternal devetion. Of the success-
ful candidates chosen from this group, the present Director and
1o the foremost, and the school of instruction
m that time on its active operation.
and houses of correction, nearly

Inspector were amol
then opened has continued fro
Of the first inmates, from prisons
all were in a bad condition, both moral and physical, but such was
the satisfactory result of this system that from that time on the
numbers have gone on increasing, until now there are at Mettray
eight hundred inmates. [t has been imitated in France, in En-
gland, in Belgium, in Holland, in Germany, in Poland, and in Amer-
ica. When M. de Metz was called on for advice, his text was that
the principal element of regeneration was family life, with its cares,
its affections, and the duties that paternity 1mposes. This he
sought to secure by making separate families out of isolated groups
of children, each with its own house and its own head, assisted by
a subordinate and two elder brot
inmates and elected by them. Every such family occupied the
ground floor of their house for a workshop, and slept and ate in
The houses were about thirty fect by twenty,
and individuals whose gifts had provided
One is used for the very little
garden of flowers and
a home for the

hers, taken from the young

the upper rooms.
and bore names of cities
the expense of puilding them.
children, whose labor makes it a perfect
rger dimensions serves as
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plants. A building of la
Director, and another for the s
are ten cottages for ten familie
chapel and the school rooms and

these are in a great square, with a basinan
the centre a full rigged three masted vessel for use and ornament,
Military discipline has been introduced with the best results, secur-
ing regularity, order and activity,—the hours for rising and going
to bed, for work, meals and exercises are all noted by trumpet
calls,—at the first, the hammocks are all unswung, the boys dress,

d large grass plots, and in
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the schools now fully supplied with a corps of trained ‘women
teachers? Who would relegate the boys from their open dormi-
tories and their rooms open all night, with every modern conven-
ience of water closets and ventilation, back to the time when every
boy was locked in for the night in a cell made noisome by a bed-
pan, —onl\e to save wages of extra watchmen ?

The total cost of the 330 white boys in 1358 was $145 per
head, and that of the 200 colored boys was $111, but these hgures
included all the improvements and outlays on the buildings, and
all-the current expenses that belong to.the special needs of such
changes as are made in the interior management of the House,
extra watchmen for open dormitories, and other such outlays. The
daily per capita, from 43 cents a day down to 335 cents a day, is
apparently large; when, however, it is borne in mind that the
House has been enlarged and increased and improved, that the diet
table has been varied while food supplies have all advanced in
price, that other institutions have large prounds where the inmates
are employed in .farming and gardening for the benefit of the
House, while the House of Refuge is merely a city building with
no grounds suitable for such wholesome economys, it is clear that
the plea for a change of site is intended to secure better economical
results, as well as to improve the physical and moral condition of
the inmates, and to give them an opportunity of finding in farm
life and in family groups, some of the wonderful results that are
reported from similar institutions under the more favorable cir-
cumstances of colonies such as Mettray, farm schools such as West-
boro. In going over the reports of these and kindred Reform
Schools, it is impossible not to hesitate and pause before accepting
absolutely the favorable results reported from them, to wonder how
it is that Mettray can report an absolute exemption from escapes,
and other such evidences ef the highest success, when our owi
daily experience shows that boys will be boys here at least, and
that, like their elders, they are not e exempt from human failings,
such as a love of liberty and a dislike of work. To overcome the
one and gratify the other, should be the wish of all who haye at
heart the interests of the House of Refuge and its inmates. The
comparison of the work it does with that of other and kindred
Reform Schools, cannot be without advantage and instruction to
all who are engaged in the task of Reform, and these notes are
submitted in the hope that the lessons they teach may be uselul.



