"PRISON LABOR.

ASSEMBLY COMMITTE_E
LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

ON PRISONS.

MARCH 7, 1883.

By JOHN S.-P%

ALBANY ; :
WEED, PARSONS & COMPANY, PRINTERS,
: 1833,




PRISON LABOR.

AN le%.GUl\I ENT

MADE pEFORE THE

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE

oF TH E

| LEGISLATURE OF e STATE OF NEW YORK

ON PR_ISONS?

MARGH 7, 1883

JOHN S: PERRY.

By

ALBANY :
& COM
1883.

PANY, PRINTERS.

WwEiiD, P ARSONS




i

ARGUMENT.

Mr. Chaivman and Gentlemen of the Assembly Prison
Commniitiee .

One year ago I had the honor of presenting to the
committees of the two Houses of the Legislature some
considerations in regard to the subject of prison labor.

I stated that in 1880 the legislatures of Massachusetts,
Connecticut and New Jersey, each appointed a special
commission, in all seventeen gentlemen of the highest
character and ability, “ to make careful enquiry into the
subject of prison labor, and whether it comes into compe-
tition with free labor: and if so, in what manner, and to
what extent, and what in their opinion is the best means
of preventing such competition, and at the same time pro-
viding maintenance for the prisoners.”

Several months were spent in taking testimony which
is very voluminous, and every opportunity was offered for
any one, having a real or an imaginary grievance, to pre-
sent it.

The Connecticut commissioners say : {page g).

“ As the legislature in providing for the appointment of
this commission did not give them power of summoning
witnesses, it was decided to issue a series of questions to
manufacturers and artisans throughout the State, asking
for such information as would materially assist the com-

mission in forming a just estimate of the extent of the
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injury complained of. These circulars were prepared and
sent by mail, to the number of more than 2,000. But few
replies were received, and those which were, came from
parties who must have been entirely uninformed upon the
subject of prison labor, and who could never by any pos-
sibility have been injured by it.  These replies were abso-
lutely worthless as furnishing information.”

“ Disappointed at not receiving more information, or
even complaint, either from the signer

s of the petition,
or from others in reply

to our circulars, and remembering
that the petitioners say that grievous evil is worked to us
and our business, and being anxious, if possible, to rightly
answer the question, does convict labor interfere with the
free labor of the State, the commissioners gave notice of

a public meeting to be held jn Hartford on the sth day
of November.” ;

“The meeting was extensivel
person appeared before them to
tion, manufacturer or individy

person or by proxy, thusind
had no existence,”

And gentlemen, they had no existence then in Connecti-
cut, and they have none now, either in that State or in
the State of New York, It is true that production increases
the supply whether made by convicts or citizens, but the
increase by the former is of slightimportance in compari-
son with that by the latter.

Half a dozen new manufactories
daily increa sing in most br
the various tr

y advertised, but not a
represent either corpora-
al.  No citizen appeared in
icating that the grievous evils

»and they are almost
anches have more influence upon

ades and the workmen, than all the produc-
tion in our prisons and

penitentiaries,
The introduction of on

e important piece of improved
machinery into some of the industries affects the citizen
mechanics more directly than all the convict workers in
such industries, and no one thinl

<s of asking the govern-
ment to regulate the use of mac

hinery.,
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It must be rembered that in most industries, cc;rlv;:
mechanics produce but about onfa-half of_ tl‘lﬁflll‘l(?fil‘l Eote
duced by citizens ; and as an illustration, I will q
froé:)l. Carroll D. Wright, Chief .of the Maslsac?us.e‘t]:i
Bureau of Statistics of Iabor.h In his report to the legis

1 n this subject, he says : '
tm:‘elézxéiizgmio write and speak upon CO‘IIVICt lagoiz 311-2
apt to take it for granted that the. produtI:—L I.JerIIEihiS e
same for the prisoner asior the cl)]uzsnlij(—‘:k\)\;)erc{?;. M
g -oduct of each perso ‘
tc';lr’etzfe}i])ootcs and shoes in Massachusetts C115‘. .$I,§28.oo 1;:]1:
year, that is, 48,090 operatives, employeﬂm 1—07Ci_SL’1Cf %
duced $89,375,792.00 worth of goods. .efr P S e
prison work per man is $1,142.00 perc}{ ] 2 e
hundred workmen employed on boots &C;‘l Js(;o?ear e
cord produce $228,575.00 worth o.f\goo Sllld niake o 28
average. The same number outside wou
600.00 worth of goods.” fer: oo il na

I have proved without contradiction be el
mittee, that the productionlof stove‘s in s )Per i
Sing Sing foundries is but little over one-ha
what it is in their Albany foundry. b Sl

One of the conclusions an;‘xounced by the i

i vas in these words: '
conltlli:tezz ::llc ki T dc:,noiga;compllsh more than
On’e_half -aS muci:f a;féi?l?eganadizns into New E.nglal?d

[i\hNe a"‘%ver'lltNew York within a few years past in -thn'-
e e :» 1881 had reached in number 88,652 in a
o i A '-c They are an industrious and
et g: A3 d willing to work at low wages.
mofley-smdngdpeogi;j;}ulwinﬂu?ance, and it has excited
o 'h'a af ihose who were there bef.ore., . and par-
t%’“"‘- 01313051“0“1 Z trades-unions, who find lt. difficult to
th‘UIaﬂY iy dians under their despotic sway. In
bring these Canadi
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contrast with this ever increasing horde, the labor of a
few hundred convicts is scarcely worthy of a moment’s
consideration,

In the paper before referred to, | briefly considered the
questions of idleness for the prisoners, of
labor, of unskilled labor, and of the lessee system.

[t is pretty certain that few persons could be found

in this enlightened age to advocate the adoption of either
of these systems.

unproductive

That class of our citizens which is engaged in common
or unskilled labor,

is least able to mect the competition
from convicts, while there is no class of men more inde-
pendent than our skilled mechanics,

I also referred in that paper to the ““Public Account”
system, that is, when the State itself becomes the manu-
facturer, and enters into competition witl
in the sale of goods.
thirty years of exper
manufacture of iron
millions, and th

11ts own citizens
I showed that during more than
imenting at Clinton Prison in the
and nails, that the State had sunk
at nothing but loss to the State had re-
sulted from conducting the various industries of burning

lime, working mar 'yi i '
ne, working marble, laundrying shirts, manufacturing
mill-stones, tools and brushes,

Notwi-thstanding that
the State has been the loser,
who think they find in the p
cea for all the so-calleq

I all these different industries
there are some in this day
ublic account system a pana-

"o ; ills resulting from convict labor.
o long as the me B . .
g € mechanica] trades are not affected, little

sympathy is felt for the poor lime-hurners on the moun-

tal.ns, or the miners ang iron-workers whicse Hterasts aie
quite as sacred as those of molders, hatters or shoe
makers.

The public account system was adopted in the Elmira
Reformatory with a great flourj

| _ ; sh of trumpets, but we all
Ko now disastrously it ended, and with what alacrity
the Legislature ordered change to the contract system.

7

In a financial view, it would no doubt be mor(]a prgflt?—
® < 8 - -e
ble to keep the prisoners in idleness, 'Lhar{ for the Sta
to attempt to conduct any manufacturing mdlus:tzy.l .
' 1 the pris-
i rstem has been tested 1t
The public account system ha : i o
ons of l%-’_[aine Wisconsin, Illinois, Missoury, Y 11311]1{}1 <
’ ; z o
many others, and in nearly every case ‘d.balldOI':Ei i
the County penitentiary at Las
In recard to this institution, Col.
= -
¢ to the Massachusetts legisla-

is one exception;
bridge, M assachu.setts._
Wright says in his repot
ture (1879, page 17): . ———
“A( Cgr bridee 180 men are employed upon
- 3 ~d made up and sold on ac-
The raw material is purchased, ma k A
€l - i -
count of the institution. The brush-makers enter :
i .8 ir principa
complaint against the prison conti act, but rﬂ’fl clountyl -
= S - atit1 he
complaint is of the injurious competition ©

Middlesex.”

Here, they allege, 15 a ] §
means, paying neither rent no O el
obliged to make a profit, and they fi .
compete with it. s

issioners say (page :

The New Jersey Commissione y (1 8¢ i o

lain now of the competitio .
“1f the trades complal kit
tractors who are of themselves su 3_11(1,(: i
; ‘cl oth g
1 i nercially as '
5 f cially and comt : _
cumstances financially il e flie
facturers, what would be their compla g i
‘ z -
: . amense soulles:
ranti - of State? The in lessie
gantic power of the i s |
ration, with resources beyonc se © e
S : % o
with power to hold enormous quantities .th%m r;gk =
I 1k asure, wi :
market at plea :
throw them upon the LE e
tl nacer, with all the credit of a great co.t_ s g
; i J i 1 on
ne . as f’ seration, entering into competl
as a basis of opera ;
2 e 1
citizens. )
. - 1 .-T i _]

On this point Col. Wrig

T ; §!
the public account S}fS’FEllg ;
more slaughtering of pl;fﬁ-]t
who demand it find no fauit.

-norati rith unlimited
arge corporation w itl
taxes, and not even

1t says (page 22) 3 “ Wherever
has prevailed, it has caus_ed
han any other, yet the parties

They can see the most un-
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just results from contracting for the labor
can see no harm in contracting for
same labor.”

It is urged by some theorists that under

count system the government woul
that now

of convicts, but
the products of the

the public ac-
d receive the profits
are supposed to go into the pockets of the con-
tractors. These people do not realize t]

business with a line of customer
not called into existence to ord
patient effort, and that few
success.

1ata well organized
s to take the products is

who start in the race achieve

The Connecticut commissioners on this subject well
say (page 34): “A successfy] manufaeturing business is
of slow growth, the result of business ability and well-

ature : ried it g
matured pl.ancs carr 1.cd on with great perseverance through
years of trial to ultimate Success.”

Again, it is claimed ]
tem the prisoners would be more removed from the influ-
ence of citizen instructorg and overseers than under the
contract‘system. How can this be; The business would
not run itself ; it would fequire even a larger number of
instructors and overseers ; certainly theybwould be ap-

pOL;lFed if the PTISON was run upder political influence :
and it may be assumed they would b8 6F g beties chapsc:
ter than those

e iy 1now employed ; and that they would be
ess careful and atteptjve - X :
entive ip conductmg the business of

the S_tate, than if under the eye of a contractor whose fi-
nanc'lal stceess or ruin depended on a thorough and eco-
nomical management, N

I have been engaged in t]
structing and manufacturip
ought to have some sk
Yet I am conscious
every day of my life,
and shall probably cont

The prisons in Calj

1at under the public account sys-

1e business of devising, con-

: g stoves for forty years and

1]1_ and knowledge on the subject.

of ignorance and short-sightedness
.I am constantly making mistakes,

INue to do so to the end.

fornia previous to 1882 were run

er, but only after years of

<]

2,

E : ic clamor
under the contract system. 1In response to public cl

i . 5 -oed to the
a law was passed requiring the labor to Be shatgedl o

public account systent. . y -
: The State Board of Prison Directors in their report to
s State [
the legislature December, 1881, say:
P cl P - e 11
“Tﬁe contractors now employing convict I.ab01 at Sa
. - arr e
Quentin are all preparing to close the existing arrange
c d :

1
R 1ary I, 1882.
ments on or before Jant - _
The people of California have had an expcrleIllce of Oilc
: : ; s are de-
year with the public accournt systen, imd tlhe 1(}5; t cL -
picted in vivid colors in the San Francisco News Letler,

< v th inst., the
d in the New York Star of sth i

as found copie : i
as fo I hat the contract systen was yet in opera
C

latter assuming t
tion in that State. . :
: r- BACE
The San Francisco News Letter say i
' o vast charnel-house of wrong-doing, yet,
on 158 el

“San Quentin pris ee has evidence of the fact, and

!  1oiive comimitt
) R -oislative €Ol A v 1. -
although a _]olr?t leg i “in session which 1S abundantly competent to
although a legislature 15 11 -

3 aeminies of that institution, 119thing whatever
Lt e tsiders this may appear mnexplicable. Tt
% : ‘ollow thEtOu(]Jjn;\'.-'n and provcu_ wr.Cfllg Sh_oflld be 1‘_‘3.“1‘3*
would seup Fo fo 0}\ - iclators hesitate to do their duty, if comm.utees
died. If it is nof, _If ILTL’\IShLiIIs of a reformatory character, what is the
fail to report :md., ignote -mlfhe fact is only too palpable Fhat there are
conclusion? At bacmmc‘n rplhc atmosphere 1s charged with rumors of
occult mfluences at \\-'oT]x‘.‘ ack” has been introduced, and that corrupt
Thata s

y too certain.

effectively deal witl
will be accomplished.

corrupt practices. :
2, 15 onl
When men do
as

influences are at worl

tain as E[Ol)-’ Writ. . o be 1o Te onable doubt 0']: \.Vl'l":lt 15 ?11 the bacl,]{-

cept for money, there ¢ o s introduced providing that all artic es

gRopal, A mdntiagty L Quentin shonld be competed for by public
an

bought and sold from S On its face, it was a just and

. - nade known. o Dodec e I
bids duly advertised andffl ct was to break up a rng that is making at
Its efie i

cand dollars a year at the expense of the Stat‘e.

s en reported back, and the member in

g be]fers of the Assembly State Prison Com-

1111;2:lﬂgemeht0f San Quentin is Rfe([lml]i]icall'x,

S 1s of a ring that will contribute th?usinflic; Isociilx
‘;Llnd s 1? ;hc hl;tlllismo c,_me;ign, and yet Democratic legislato g

1e next Republican ¢
2

rightecus measure.
least a cool hundred tl
Yet, to this hour, it has
charge of it has importuucd
mittee in yain. The present

There are some signs as cer-.
things which they would not do ex-.



+1f the ring were not
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be got t
0 put an e
H] ndtoas ; : .
party. Why? Because -Ia state of affairs that threstens sl i Hhelk
members is dearey to ‘tht Cm? uption fund that comes home to certain
: em th : s home ~erti
plain tr : an party or Stare -
oY T} 4D, a5 we have ﬂSCGl‘[:LinedI'L r} Im R N DRSS f
he fact is th: it to be.”
present a 1 ?L o e money-making
: b2 > c R 3 .. ]
g, g thing.  Nothing Jjke g capacity of San Quentin is at
san Quentin 15 1] g like it has been wi ; : .
er 5 the largest manufaet 5 been witnessed in Californid.
onstant 3 actory i < T -
tihs stantly employed, The ¥ n the State. It has some 1,200
s, buckets, blinds | ¥ manufacture i
» blinds, jute, by ure furniture, doors, sashes
a business ought ¢ ’ J] ¢, bricks and numerg I 6 Lok
Ui O Dbe crous other articles. S laree
But it is = conducted ; articles. So larg
1‘ut 118 not, The warden ] Ucted in a m
ikes, and sells to v

e anner open and above board.
P e el B i aw mgterml from whomsoever he
name; ;] . 'I.he Prison funds ape L&nd declines to allow an inspection of
» there is no ayg; S Xeptan g I i i
X g audit ang a bank account in his private
. . ; ace n his private
“.ldeeds if 50 looge a 'i)rqt‘-. N0 check whatever, Tty Id ! ot ising
fng manages the whol Stem did g engender ¢ . ['m ke -‘3111[3“*"“;
, & Syste 1CT corruption. t does. :
}:r}lftsomcbody. At the San}m :_lh, and thousands of dollqur:, :[[ . 'd( L nade
ernrisi 3 E time fre e ars are beimng matis
i PIISINg private firmg o 1€ free lahor is being competed ith, and
11?1)1@:1 bt are h:u-m;_;g their hus; OHIE ed w [.t 1, ¢

their value, anq we f. Prison business interfered with and

IR » A0d are far Jeg d articles
public competiti €ss th ¢ drticles at much less e

etition, Thig ; ld bring i
0ot to be permitteq his i abl d bring if offered for sale at
ed t able condition of things that ought
nnecess; -

essary hour, and would not be

ting g

a corrupt

e fart on
fcu,t, but it ; L fund at Sacramento. This

an they woy
an ingglar
: el
(f Continye ane
distrihy

$ asad and Iamentabl

may not onl 5

: ¥ gain iy ; s a f

R 1 8 a fg T |
tributing a modjcym Munity, byt , coc tf‘lct, nevertheless, If thieves
H o n - . ]
1ty to end ? of theijy Plundey mued license to steal by dis-

AMone Ao .
& Icg”’lﬂ-‘iOl‘S, where is rascal-

Such i3
s the re
State pri W
Prison in Cal; 1€ workinp-
aliforp; <ings of the nti
der the pubtiy gor Ornia afte, On(;gg] _.the San Quentin
the Bistary of mo::zz‘ Sstem, Such i],]OI]L year of trial L;In—
i e st oth ) as been substantially
%ﬁsetvuled, and such it ]h;l‘ Prisons where this s ttq ]11 1‘1,1)&;
ory of those t}t Y be predicte 1, wi y e i
In com . are led ing i 4, will be the future
menting o this delysi
S on.

the S . S Pon thig g;
e 2an Quentip pri s disgracefy] f
plicity, son, the Cangemens >

S ew Yor :
the officers gf plt‘ s COntracs W York Star, in its sim-
risong L. Systens ; . .
; a , 4 syste vhich
& OPportunity fi)slt?ilaﬂzézletlréll
; e tat i = el .
hder thig sy te prisons of New York

» ot =,
s 1 dollar has been

1t
must be in the hands of the contractor by a certain date ;
if they are not, his vigilant Deputy must know the reason
why. So far as I know or have heard, not one dishonest
act has been even charged against any of our State prison
officers during the past six years. '
The Szar says :

Sixe SiNG 1IN CALIFORNIA.
pination of the convict contract sys.-
State, but of every State in which

The exposure in our columns of

What the .Ster has said in conde
tem is true not only of New York
that malefic system finds lodgment. :
the abuses nurtured at Sing Sing, Clinton and Auburn has. led to.ofﬁcml
other Gates — among the rest, in California,
juentin, extending as they
are graphically painted
rom the News Letter ' Sack”
acific Coast, of the suggestive though inele-
“hoodle ” in localities further East. Novw,
s an independent journal with a strongly
beyond the Rocky Mountains is more
d of everything that smacks

Investigations in several
and some of the cfiects of the system at San
hambers at Sacramento,

do to the legislative ¢ ; '
Gan Franclsco

in the subjoined extracts f
is the equivalent, on the P
gant terms “Dbar'l” and

observe that the News Lette
Republican bias. No newspaper

bitter in its denunciations of Sand-Lotism an 1t ive and h t
. i . - L115 ol [0 JETCEIVE & (8 anest
of demagoguery. Vet it 18 intelligent €noug I

enough to denounce the flagrant evils which are inseparable from con-

vict contracts.
€ £ 7 i :
San Quentin prison is the 1
yveness 18

actory in the State.”  What
at brief sentence ! Of
yor of the prisoners at

argest manuf
embraced in th
o hire the lal
normots profits from the investment,
Jegislators and lobbyists ready to
The charges formulated in

a volume of suggestl
course, the favored capitalists wh
ay reap €
lenty of
tion.
apar

ffty cents per head per d
and of course, also, there ar¢ plei
Perpetuate the system for & {',O]'IHid{'_ET’ti
the News Zetter arve direct and positive, .
that “when men do things which they wou.ld‘ .
ble doubt of what 1511 tl : |
fortunaté, ing this }:'eeu' a legislature
he geandalous and oppressive Olttgi‘m\'th 5t
Doubtless when our State sl?all have set the
11 be forced in California and elsewhere.

¢ {rom its logical argument,
not do except for money,
ieris s T e reasond 1e background.”  Here
n New York we are more
which promises to uproot t
Mr. Pilsbury's invention.
good example, similar r¢

pOSSEss

forms Wi

he above convict contract " for

comments will most truthfully

nos in the San Quentin prison.
o

Change the words in t
“ public account”
apply to the condition ©

and the
f thi
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The contract system is that toward which the oppo-

tion of the working men of the St
mainly directed.  The inquiry
opposition well founded
We learn from statistics
great care by Col, Wrig
are in the United State
convicts are employed

i ate appears to be
is then pertinent, is this

gathered and formulated with
ht before mentjioned, that th(_irle
S 129 penal institutions, in which

in labor of any kind viz. :
State Prisons. |

- LA B * " .. £¥-8
Jails and Penetentiaries

N e Bow eig oy o . LI L L ] yow woa 40
Work Houses and Hougeg of Correction....... .. 25
Houses of Refuge and

Reform Schools,.. . . . .. o o 1O
obala, oy e o e RS SR B i R 129
That in thege Institutiong there are 47,769 inmates —
44,0384 males and 3,685 females,
Of these

» 37,245 males apq 2
to 40,122 are engaged iy labor i
of this country,

ST O
877 females, amoun!.m:_,
n all the penal institutions

In skilled labor,

In unskilled labor., | . T

: e ... 11688

In prison duties, . R B T 4,939
............ L R "

, G ¢

Total...... . 40,1 22

That thirty.
prisons,
That the whol
; sy of citizeng employed in these
industries, in the Uniteq States, is 1,74 1120}
bt e ] -3} . -
of convicts, male and female
tenths per cent of - ) 00 e il f(lﬂm
i e ber of ojt, 50 employed.
Among these ] ERIE B SR

S' > I » . . . : :
ix different industries aye practiced in these

e r g llrty-smindustries I find the percentag®
3 01 Cvery desepine joht-

ription t and eig
tenths, of brugheg thirt 1 0 e s med £

Yandeighttenths, With a percent

I3

. facture of iron
1d eioht-tenths “in the manufac i
BFi Bt HEE st prisons, I think there need be
N - soepriptiont =y 3
- every descrip e A En
goods of };or the welfare of citizens cngageld. 1
ittle concern . o § S it
ks industry. But with a percentage Cif dbusi
s ame  1nc 2 N Wop & _
5"_”11 1ths in the manufacture of bms. =t
bt i entiary, @
eight-te lucted in the East Cambridge Penitentia ),L( :
i i unt system,
ness won Reformatory under the public acco ¥ g
e Il be some reason for complaint, though
i = e * : - -
’ might e : - r citizen brush-
s z member of hearing from any citize
do not re '
i ct. .
et b SHI')JE tatement 1 have included all the
- =¥y n(‘]’ S l - cl :
gy e in skilled labor
ale encaged in skilled Iz
convicts male and female engage s
in all the penal institutions in this country, W
o co4.  From this number should be deducte
Being 23524 i ty jails, work houses
- bloyved in the city and county jails, .
these employ - i Jouses of Refuge and Re-
1| Houses of Correction, Houses o tuge 2
i ber being 11,341. Leaving the
'm Schools, the number being '3 PRI, D
i %y ‘I’ 1 in the State Prisons and Penitentiaries
e yed 11 2 Ste ris
number employ
Bl ‘ed goods in the minor in-
The product of manufactured g e
ituti .% named is in amount and character unworthy o
stitutions name ;
ice. i . 1 States ¢ nt
nOL“ chanical industries of the United States "milm n1
r € mb ‘ ) . 7 b 1 ~ ey e
16 191 annually. The 23,524 convicts employe
9579 ‘ : arn, at fifty cents per
FO Sif 1),51)91111 institutions would earn, at fifty [
in all the pene

3 s o f4 2R or one-
kine three hundred days, $3,528,600, burd
day, “’011‘ % ne per cent; certainly not a great burden
. s) ;
eighteenth o
o

Tur B -half billions
tion producing nearly five and one-he
g 1 ;
upon a na

of worth of goods. '
The opponents of conv

: st of the pr : . S
the fact that H:OH vhen free, and, therefore, that just so
abor ¥ y:

ict labor appear to lose sight of
jsoners were employed at
-ty kil’:d iy 1 from the market when they were
1t S W1 2 L
i TR he time st in idleness
EER M Taking 1nto account the time lost . 1
g = aill 5 . Tt ¢ CL]])G\IC(_
'cblllt-StL-d- '(t' n, the small productlon b} those ploy
X ction,
efore convic

L= L= [4 01 cliZzeimn me-
o a ,
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chanics, the large number of citizens that are necessarily
employed on prison contracts, and the stil] larger number
required to produce the materigl used,
under the same, we must conclud
the effect to reduce the general
market instead of ncreasing it.

Perry & Co. directly employ in connection with their
contract at Sing Sing, inside and outside the walls, two
hundred and fifty-three citizen mechanics, foremen and
clerks, who otherwise would not he employed by them ;
and, indirectly more thap double that number,

The labor reformer wants the contract system abolished,
because it increases competition in trade,
manufactory that is est

and consumed
e that the system has
competition in the labor

Every new
ablished somewhat increases such
competition, but no more under gz prison contract than

ment of a new manufactory
a calamity,

clates to stoves we sel] ¢]
those made wholly by citizeng » our price-lists are prepared
irrespective of where the goods are made,
clearly proved by Mr. Hobbs, who arranges the prices
under the advice of the firm, by Mr, Hughes, the resident
partner in Chicago, who sellg about half the product, and
by Mr. Barnes, of the manufacturing firm of J. Van Wor-
mer & Co.  Even Mr. Smizer called by the complainant
was ready to admit that Perry & Co. had striven to keep
up prices.

is not generally considered
So faras r them no cheaper than

This has been

He testified on cross-ex
you know of any 1
more strenuous e
than Perry & Co.
A. No, sir; ther
direction more

S. P(?.l‘l‘y. #

amination as follows - Q. “Do
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Further on he says his moulders struck in 1880 and
1881, and that he overcame it by “freezing them out.” —
“by going on the streets and hiring men and boy_s
and putting them in and making workmen of them, until
these men (the moulders) from their necessities were
compelled to go to work.”

Is 1t not fair to infer that the imperfect work made by
these green men and boys from the street is the reason
why Perry & Co. crowded him out of Charleston and
Savannah as he testifies. Tt was not price but quality that
commanded the trade for Perry & Co. in those cities.
In regard to competition in prices Mr. Smizer testified :
“ Zanesville, Ohio, is the worst place T ever struck in my
life. The Noble concern sells awfuyl cheap, there is no
doubtabout that. We don’t have much worse competition
than Noble & Co. Well, T te|] you Evansville and other
places on the Ohio river are bad pills.”

Perry & Co. do not pretend to compete in prices with
the manufacturers in those places, Withal
advantages they cannot do it without loss,

In regard to the charge that Perry & Co. undersell the
market, and that manufacturers employing citizen labor
cannot compete with them, it ig utterly destitute of proof.
If the manufacturers of our country are suffering from
this cause, why have they not come before this honorable
committee and stated their grievances. The National
Association, composed of stove manufacturers from every
section of the country, was in session in the cit'y of New
York at the time this committee was taking testimony

there. Quite a number of them were subpeenaed to appear

Smizer. Several of the
subpeenaed, but they all
mpt. [t was said that the
come down in a body to
ances, if such existed why have they
General John F. Rathbone of Albany

I their supposed

but none responded except Mr.
New York manufacturers were

treated the command with conte
manufacturers of Troy were to
present their griey
not appeared ?
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ing their entire bodies, and that nothing prevents their
doing so daily.

It has been said that some of the shops are dusty; they
are such as citizens are glad to work in outside of prisons,
and it does not appear that convicts are entitled to any
special consideration in this regard.

The complaints that are made against convict labor
generally emanate from trades unions. These despotic
bodies are not satisfied with controlling the shops of em-
ployers and their citizen employes, but they are striving
also to control the employment of convicts and their work.
They aim at supreme control and will stop at no device
to obtain it.

Let me quote some of the rules which they seek to im-
pose upon free labor, falsely so-called.

Article 8 of by-laws of the Moulders’ Union reads as fol-
lows :

“Any journeyman moulder commencing work in any
foundry under the jurisdiction of this association previous
to 7 o'clock a. m., shall be fined $2 for the first offence
and not less than $5 for each offence thereafter.” ’

I ask this committee to seriously consider tl
this grinding rule to be applied to men in th
try, and to so-called free labor.

1e scope of
is free coun-
These moulders work by
the piece, and before the introduction of this rule it W
their choice during the warm season to get their
during the cool hours of the morning.

as
work up
T'hey were thus

enabled to accomplish more work and therefore earn

larger wages.

Article 34, Iron Moulders’ Uni spki 4 .

‘ 34 on of North America,
recites:

“ No member working by the piece can employ
and pay him out of his wages.”

Article 35: “No member working by the piece can
work a helper if the helper is paid by the employer,”
Article 38: “A member cannot take L
the floor with him for the purpose of legr

a helper

IS own son on
ning the trade.”
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grace; they ask that greater effort should be made
towards reform.”

9. “That it is only when met in convention that im-
aginary evils are magnified into real wrongs; it is onlyin
convention that they demand the enactment of such laws
as would prevent reform, would increase crime by enfore-
ing degrading labor or idlenesss, would abolish machinery
and prohibit skilled labor.”

Here we have the deliberate conclusion of a body of
intelligent and faicminded men, who had no personal
interest to serve, and who gave several months of
labor to the investigation of this great subject. What
higher authority can the public demand ?

In regard to the wisdom and importance of treating
convicts with kindness and consideration for their unfor-
tunate condition, I feel sure the committee will bear me
out in saying, that Perry & Co. need no defense.  The
testimony in their favor is explicit.

It was to be regretted that a more promiscuous selec-
tion of convicts to appear before the committee should
not have been made. It was very evident that the selec-

tion was made by those who had other ends to serve

than prison reform, and that the witnesses for the com.
plainants, were mainly from the worst classes
prison.

There is another point that 1 desire to bring prominently
to the attention of the Committee, and it ig the liberty to
pay convicts for extra work,

in the

The tasks imposed upon those employed under the
contract with Perry & Co. are light, and in most cases can
easily be performed, in one-half to two-thirds of the time
allotted to labor. Under the present law the pittance
paid to discharged prisoners is almost a premium for them
to re-enter the paths of ¢rime. It would appear that those
without friends able and willing to render them assistance
must be left to steal or starve.

Could such men on their

: -ir ch
orably carned, would not theis
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It is the opinion of tho’S
them to be heard, that the in 1
would become a powerful ald bolt : committee it
cipline, I earnestly bespeak ol

able consideration.

e whose experience entitles
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s favor-

JOHN S. PERRY.

ALBANy, Mareh 6Lk, 1883
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