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OUTLINES OF PENOLOGY.

IT was my intention in undertaking to write the accompanying essay to present
some branch of the subject of penology with an argument sustaining my views,
but I remembered that in almost all the congresses and conventions that have
been held on the subject of penitentiaries, jails, reformatories, etc., there has
been a want of agreement of opinion upon any one branch of the question,
because every branch must receive some modification to suit it to the general
principle upon which the whole system is founded.

Certainly the construction and the administration of prisons in which the con-
gregate system prevails must vary greatly from those in which the Crofton system
has been adopted. And both of those must be almost entirely different from
what are requisite in prisons where the individual or separate system is carried
out, as in the Eastern Penitentiary of Pennsylvania

A general prison system must be under the direction of the State, and series
of houses or farms must be connected in the administration. Italy and Belgium
present something like a perfection in the concatenation of prison administration
and prison authority.

When the system of government is fully established, then its parts may be dis-
cussed. If the great object is to make or save money for the State, then that
object must be pursued without regard to its influence on the characters of
prisoners. If improvement of the morals of the convict is the great end, then
consideration of profits from his labors must be subordinate to the benefit to him
and through him to society from his improvement. And association or separation
must be adopted—the former for pecuniary saving, the latter for moral improvement.

Those who discuss ¢ Crime Cause’ in its proper connection with prisons will
understand how much danger is incurred by associating criminals, or by placing
the yet undebauched man in contact with crime-loving, crime-planning, and

crime-committing felons.
¢« Evil communications corrupt good manners.”

The societies that cultivate social science have already distinguished them-
selves by writings that present many subjects which make for the interest of
communities. Laws of trade, the nature of usury and the preservation of health
have occupied their ideas and been submitted to their discussion.

Economy in prison administration is no less worthy of their thoughts, for if
it is of use to society that money be saved and health secured, it can scarcely
be less useful to society to secure moral soundness and save man for man’s
highest usefulness.

I have in the accompanying essay on penology expressed my views on systems
of prison government, but I must say here that whatever may be the system
adopted, its success must depend more upon the administration than upon the

system, and success is certain if the prisoner receive that kind of treatment which,
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some of those branches of social science which seem to touch the
interest of the most active and most intelligent of our citizens.

While the sufferings of the prisoner have ever since the existence
of a prison excited commiseration, and the relief of the incar-
cerated was commended to the charitable interference of the
humane, it is only of late that: interference for the prisoner’s rights,
or a redress of the prisoner’s wrongs, has become a subject of united
consideration, and the construction and administration of prison
houses have been regarded with any other object than that of de-
tention and punishment. The terrors of their cruel peossibilities
have been presented, enriched with the fancy of the historian, the
novelist or the poet, and the prisoner has been the exponent of
social, civil and spiritual bondage. Few have thought of the
possibilities of benefits from incarceration, resulting from mental
experience and the discipline of thought.

Certainly to an educated man, the man of books or worldly
experience, the man’of fixed plans and with absorbing objects, the
prison may be a beneficial school from which the thinking man
may graduate with honors or for distinction. Certainly the occu-
pant of the Egyptian prison came out to be the ruler of the sub-
jects of Pharaoh, and the prisoner in the fortress of Ham was
called from his school of thought to be ruler of France. Joseph
kept on thinking—Louis Napoleon yielded to dreams—St. Peter
and St. Paul taught the world by their prison experience, and the
Duke of Bedford has just erected a monument to Bunyan, who
thought and wrote his Pilgrim’s Progress in the cell of the Bedford

prison.
These instance

what are called adverse circumstances, a
of solitude. None of the prisoners alluded to were felons, and

only the Egyptian minister was charged with acts which are not
considered virtuous under some circumstances. The effect of
separation upon the felon will be considered when the systems of

s show the capabilities of the human mind under
nd illustrate the influence

imprisonment are discussed.
The subject of prisons and prison discipline has occupied so

much attention of late that there have -been formed parties in the
school, and the zeal which seemed to Dbe for general ends has
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The third plan is that of separ
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till he leaves it.
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I hesitate not to say that the system of separate conﬁnement' of
convicts is the only plan DY which all the advantage of Penal i
prisonment can be secured to the safety of the community b e
withdrawal of an offending member and the consequent a.bsence
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natural remark of the community that has suffe.red.by' his violence
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«« We are
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t, and from the same general motive, equally
alt with exactly by the same mode.
nvicts goes thither to minister
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The person who enters the cells of co
to a mind diseased—a conscience diseased, certainly a conscience

that lacks the vitality necessary to true moral action. The visitor may
learn something of crime—its cause and its operation—in his visits
to other cells; but in that his business is with the one man, and he
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direct and aid the discharged convict, would result in very greatly

extended benefits.
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