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NEW YORK PRISON REVELATIONS
A LECTURE

BY THE REV. J. H. L. ZILLMANN

THE SITUATION AND APPEARANCE OF THE PRISONS

At the corner of Franklyn and Centre streets, New
York, a few blocks down from Broadway, there stands a
gloomy, uninteresting, massive, mournful pile of what has
been called “Moorish Looking Architecture.” High walls
enclose it on every side with the exception of the part
facing Centre street, where a flight of granite stairs con- _
duct you up past immense pillars of the same masonry
into the Police Court. Right opposite this building in
Franklyn street and occupying a complete block, is one of
the most imposing structures in the city approaching
completion when I last saw it—and designed for use as the
new city Court Houses and Prisons. This structure, when
completed will be connected with the Tombs Prisons by
an enclosed gallery or bridge right across the street, two
stories overhead. The new building stands six or seven
stories high (I speak from a general recollection) and with
its tier upon tier of prison cells will probably contain room
enough for more than another thousand prisoners, while
there will be halls for the administration of justice suffi-
cient, it may be hoped, to supercede the use of the Court
of General Sessions, and Oyer and Terminer several blocks
away in Chambers street, and so avoid the necessity of
taking criminals amidst erowds of curious sight seers from
prison to their trial at court.
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you all over, and, so to speak, turns you inside out.
Women are always ushered into a little room, where a
female officer sits who subjects them to a search after a
mode of which I have never had any personal observation.
Through several large, iron-railed, gate-ways you pass
down a wide, though not lofty, passage and at last find
yourself in
THE STONE-PAVED PRISON YARD'

Right before you over a low, iron-railed, gate-way
you read the words «Old Prison.” To the right hand is
a newer looking building and over a similar looking en-
trance you read the words “New Prison.” But before
entering either of these places you will probably meet a
tall man, a gaunt, grim-visaged individual who might pose
as the embodiment in human form of the stern genius
which presides over the place. His humor, you will soon
find, is as grim as the expression of his countenance. He
may invite you to “step round here if you please.” This
he does mildly, and you are placed off your guard. You
follow him and obey his injunction, “Stand here,” and
then he will ask you, “Do you know where you are?’ and
before you have time to answer will inform you, “from
that spot I have assisted in the execution of many a mur-
derer.” Tt is impossible to resist the influence which
comes from the associations of a spot like that, and you
will no doubt step aside and move away as I did. Hang-
ing, particularly by the old mode of jerking up practiced
in these prisons, is a brutal and barbarous manner of put-
ting to death. If capital punishment is to be retained,
the process of killing by electricity is far preferable. But
I may have something to say on this subject further on.
In the meanwhile I will ask you to accompany me into
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come from the country the day before, had spent a time in
good fellowship with old friends and that he had been im-
prudent enough to go out in a somewhat fuddled state;
that amidst the rush of passers-by in Broadway he had be-
come quarrelsome and insulting; had been arrested and
taken to the police court on a charge of drunkenness, for
which he had been fined ten dollars with the alternative of
ten days imprisonment. Not having the ready money, he
was sent in amongst the dirty, ragged, vermin covered old
time bums in the drunkard’s ward. This sort of thing hap-
pens often. No discrimination 18 made between the man
who forgets himself on occasions and the besotted creatures
who wallow in a constant mire of inebriety. = Many come
here as it were, by sudden plunge, and others by slow de-
grees from high positions of social respectability, and these
are among the lowest, the vilest, and the most vicious. I
have met *an Irish Dublin University man who, though
he said he was a Roman Catholic, added that he had great
respect for regular Church of England Clergymen, but
that he did not take much stock in American Episcopal
Clergymen. I informied him that I was a Clergyman of
the English Church, but that I had been trained and
ordained in the Australian Colonies. ~He immediately
after qualified his previously expressed respect for English
Church Clergymen by saying that he did not think a

' Clergyman of the Church of England was much good un-

less he had had a Cambridge or an Oxford training.
Shortly after he called up the old, grey-bearded, messenger
to the rails and because the old man would not go out on
some errand without the accustomed fee, he made a vicious
snateh at his beard, with the result that quite a quantity
of grey hairs were left behind in the hand of this admirer

#This particular instance occurred during ane of my visits to Yorkville Precinct
Prison, where drunkards are incarcerated under precisely similar conditions.



N s .

of Oxford anq Cambrid
to be a Master of Artg
I have often felt t

while moving aboyt
like this,

g€ men, one who himself claimed
of the Dublip University.

he necessity of being on my gﬂal'd
among': vicious, hating scoundrels
in the d‘runkards’ ward of the New
ch lawyer, whoge devotion to the

I once met

well read, and with
N a great variety of
i in other prisons and
He haq 4 habit of turning up ab

tedly ang N

] at i :
et in th i of & nuisance. I may say
ards’ warq «gq)] sorts and con-

and i
hand T4 “Halians, Hungarians and

y a r o
Ome Americalls sure]nd Seotch, but few Amert
ay8 been foreignerg ¥ but the great majority

1th me ¢ the opposite side of
nkardy Wardn enclosype corresponding €X°
€ and ig Ski.rted '® apartment is, perhap®

! on the right side with 2
d off anq enclosed with #
he Portion of the priso?
Sentenced to the Elmird

J> of course, knows some-
efOl‘matory.

18 algg raile
Thig is t

€ you
eformato,v, 0g felloyg

tk :
g aboyt the El)m irfgterybOd
ate

gate-wy,
0 i

/d

Here young men only convicted of first offenses and
not showing any great criminality are sent to a sort of
disciplinary school fraining, and from which they may be
released at the end of twelve months, provided their be-
havior has been good, and that they have attained to a
certain proficiency in learning some useful indastry.
Elmira has turned out some useful citizens, not so much
because the subjects dealt with were inexperienced in the
ways of crime as because the object aimed at was reforma-
tion rather than punishment. I have often seen from
twenty to thirty young men about to fall into line, while
hand-cuffed and chained, preparatory to mounting the big
ambulance, or prison van, in which they were taken to the
Grand Central Depot and so railroaded to Elmira.

Many of these young fellows had a refined, gentle-
manly appearance, and most of them were not worse than
the common-place, unruly, school-boy. *Someone else (of
whom I shall have something to say further on) has said:
«Every influence brought to bear upon these boys should
be of a nature to increase their self-respect and, as far as
possible, win them to a horror of all that is criminal and
vile. And yet, these boys are taken to the Reformatory
in chains. Rach is hand-cuffed to his companions, his
legs are shackled and a chain of steel connects his wrists
with those of the prisoners in front and behind him. I
believe this practice begets a tendency to that eriminal
bravado and despair which, once engrafted in the mind,
can never be eradicated.” This is well said and my own
experience confirms the truth of every word of it. Dr.
Arnold, of Rugby, the great English school reformer and
teacher; than whom no higher authority of modern times
can be quoted in all that which affects the moral training
of young men, has gaid in effect that it is in the nature of

*Articles, Speeches and Poems by Carlyle W, Harris, page 81.
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I believe the tendency of things in the Distriot Attorney’s
office of New York is to gross negligence in this respeet.
There is, as I hope to show before I have done my lecture,
too much of Tammany influence and Tammany politics in
the administration of justice in the City of New York.
If a notorious criminal, or rather, one charged with a sen-
sational crime, is to be prosecuted the District Attorney
and his myrmidons are “all alive oh,” but for the small
fry, what does it matter about them? They must take
their chance. But the District Attorney’s office is often
unable to move because there are no judges about. In
mid-summer, when men are more in danger of losing all
coolness of tongue and temper, when they are alike in
danger of assuaging thirst at the saloon and indulging
passion with the revolver and the knife, the judges are
away on vacation having a good time among the moun-
tains, at the sea-side, or on a trip to Europe. The judges
of some of the New York Police Courts are a great deal
crowded in the discharge of their numerous duties, but
the criminal court judges are, to say the least, never at
any time over-worked. ~But, however this may be, the
wheels of the car of justice should never be stayed.
Judges might come from their vacations, or judges might
g0 to their vacations, but judgment should “flow on
forever.”
THE WOMEN’S, GIRLS AND BOYS DEPARTMENTS

Before going into the Old Prison we will step back
to other departments. We go back through the long,
low passage by which we have entered, and tollowing it
in a straight line from the main entrance, we come to the.
office of the Matron, who presides over the parts where
female prisoners are kept. You will probably find the
Matron seated at her desk, a woman of stalwart form and



-

RIS

10

commandip .
zonian femagle}:;es?:tixcnet’ b duite a smal) army of Ama-
10t 100 much epgq ds at. her command, The Matron if
those parts of thg ge.' Wl herself, conduct you through
The first thing you pl.ISOIl gndel- her special supervision-
!lave the privilege ;‘ml Dotice is that the female prisoners
in 2 eapaciong g ro 08 dOWn to dinper at lgng table
om. But thig is, perhaps, a donbt-
of us, fOl‘Ced co]npany ;t a meal

to sociabili
alloweq Y. For my part, I confess, if

male pp m
I'QZI I;LISOner’ Wwhose foode-I :Onld prefer the lot of the
e v 18 T . .
d -room yoy entefl;giﬁ to his cell doo*
» but comfol.tably ort

For any

passage, which
furnished rooms.

Wwe

ade to 1he o of repreg Bhal.l Presently enter.
“opal Gy ye > Missioneps byillltat“Ons which had been

12 1881 5 e author;t; 3 is-
condjt; Ons : orities of the Ep!
. on of ( S?Clety I Served) that SLICh a
ear, and separate wards 257
5 ) .
could tg) and less experjenced 12
" Toom. I have ofte®

00 Y smar -055€5"
of tears tha 3. WOeful tale : yOung a‘Ctless

Tediey Hogt s gt hp and poureq forth such
Particylqy) i unfol‘tllnate ¢ .tho‘]ght they were the
om of ¢y Y visits a CIr sex. T have learﬂed’

hi] Ong :
(veally Bacon?anl)osop_h Omn::o flemale prisoners, the Wi¢”
- Which says: 0ly calleq Shakespeal'ian’

11

Trust not the cunning waters of the eye

For villainy is often in such rheum;
And those long practiced to it do make it seem
© Like rivers of remorse or innocence,

But some of the outbursts of passionate grief have
been genuine enough. I have seen innocent, simple-look-
ing creatures sobbing their eyes out over a sense of shame
and disgrace, young things ‘who had been accused by a
mistress, or an acquaintance, of theft in a greater or less
degree. Often the articles stolen consisted of valuable
jewelry and “then the charge was grand larceny. But
sometimes you met here a Juliet who had eloped with her
Romeo. Romeo has, perhaps, also been arrested and is
taking things more calmly over in one of the cells of the
New Tombs Prison philosophizing over things and saying
to himself:

Alas, for ever I did hear;
Did ever read in tale or history,
The course of true love never did run smooth.

His Juliet is, however, here a naughty girl, but
broken-hearted, and awaiting the Judge’s order to give her
into the custody .of her friends or send her back to her
home under proper escort. Speaking of young girls
charged with crime, I have nothing but condemnation for
e drag them before-stern judges by
vulgar policemen amidst crowds of low, lewd men such as
often assemble in criminal courts. = If they are not scared
h, they‘ become brazen and impudent to a
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the party in power might be discredited. Several of the
Parkhurst agents have since been caught in traps laid by
the police, and are now serving terms in the penitentiary.
The thieves knew how to catch thieves, and accordingly
the police arranged their plans to induce the agents of
Parkhurst’s Society to do just once what they had them-
selves done times without number. But the difference
was that while there was mno one to find them out they
were on the alert to cateh their prey. But before proceed-
ing further, let us take

A GLANCE INTO THE BOYS PRISON

Poor, infantile, little specimens of frail humanity,
some of them not mueh more than babies, are often placed
here by New York police! Little fellows 9 and 10 years
old, I have come across both here and in Precinet Prisons.
Arrested for, what do you think? For bathing in public
places. On one occasion I saw two little fellows, one told
me he was 8 and the other that he was 11. They were in
the Harlem Precinet Prison, in one of the darkest cells
there. I had to gaze for a time before I could distinguish
their forms in the darkness and then I saw them crouch-
ing together, standing tip-toe on the hard wooden bunk
on which, without covering, they had spent the. night.
They were utterly bewildered and I could get nothing out
of them beyond that «a monster rat” was af‘t(.ar i 'a,nd
that they had stood up there in the same position all night
because the rats were all the time racing across the floor.
These little fellows had been caught coming out of a house
which had been vacated where odd articles of furniture
had been left behind, some of whieh had been.mir%sed, and
they were suspected of having stolen them, 1nstlgated. to
do so, perhaps, by their parents or others. But just im-
agine locking up babies like these!
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double rows of cells, about fifty in each tier. . Ther.e isa
long corridor or balcony around the whole tier bridged
over at the ends and in the middle. I.n all these cells
prisoners are confined, generally two 1n each cell, for
twenty-two hours in the day. The othf}r two. hours are
spent in taking exercise around the corrldorf from .8 to 9
o’clock in the morning and from 2 to 3 qqlock in the
afternoon. From 10:30 a. m. till 2 p. m. visitors are ad-
mitted, who have come prepared with. the Propfal' lpassets.
There is no privacy here. Mothers, Wives, 81ste1§ m'v(? 0
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the loved ones they have come to visit. There is no

admission to the cell under any circums'tances. T'hE'B in-
dying, but there 1s no possibility

; ick and
ooyt o he bars of the cell gate. I

of closer access to them than t
visited

E CELLS
A MAN WHO WAS ACTUALLY DYING IN ONE OF THES

his wife came day by day, she fva;s l?in.]y
allowed to stand outside of the gate. The story ‘1.s <') mf
tl 105 of Once a Week. A little book descriptive o
e seri ‘ : ) :
vison life called The Ethics of the Law, 1n Whl(ﬂ? Cf)nzlfic
S’ ny own name is mentioned, the story th.ele is true
my _ (
1Oln }far that it describes the difficulty of getting a
OIT_Y SOr ou’t of his cell to the hospital where he 1(1;ayl lie
“iji‘losl());lliy cared for. Here 18 the StOI‘y as told by arlyle

8 g \i i If destined to
is, W » after, was himse
Harris, who, not so0 long mi, : g d’t |

when, instead of being hot
were cold and damp, a man Wa.,s
Every effort to secure his
he could enjoy proper food
ade by the Visiting Physician, by
e Ollaplain, Dr. Zillmann, but as

Though

experience the tender

«Not many weeks ago
and humid, these cells -
taken ill with pneunmonia.
transfer to a hospital where
and attendance was I
the Warden and by th




a8 awaitj

;:(IJJP'Y’ the Judge insi I'a minor degree of lar-

'8 wife coulq |

se

grating of the doo(:- andD SPe'ak to him only through the

solace of 5 } » Deliriong alone, he dj : he

¢ 1and on hig hpgy 2, s he died without th
tern, unrejan s : -

Permission, for tﬁ:tmg: ;Recopder Smythe refused to give

But for the e Man’s remgyq] until it was too late-

: Mistake i
i]nlm here pe Wag entire]Of the man’s life which brought
B however, had ng J Tespectable, He was a poof

fl‘iends a
. nd
. tel]mg the story oy

rlson Physici

spapers took DO
Carlyle Harris has made
a0 was indifferent, worse
arden of the Chaplain’

or many o Ca:.voueh for. The man occt
son, lfl‘z);};g ﬁl‘s't tier above. Af
s Prig guilty and sentenced
% Short ¢, ¥ ,He was a widowers
eep 1 e. before hig arrest, ab
.ooked Sve e I.nan was fig 0}1rn11]g, were his consm“t
roads ¢ ’1801. Consyy tig:l ﬁe,years of age, but b®
Pt R 5
iy Ofonths, ™ et woylq 4 ence with co
that ould tan twelve years al

, i 2 i
ld): o The google’ Perhaps h posslbly live more than #
quostt WMleoting oo ° Detweey f.jii dlready pajq the great
ote th g er and ] as
Come daughters W

kee L/
T e ofO]:. ® Of the gt the danghters? Let me

well ¢
not Wirt?i 5 thei Agh ey O)r’]-thuSome nights ago ?
negg of 8 (TR 1 e Street; they Wel'e

€re guq.
o aNothey fﬁllet Wwith shame, put
OCCasi()n I Was the wit-

17

A GOOD-BYE SCENE

A tall, handsome fellow with marked Jewish features,
(he was a Jew), was having a last interview with his wife
and family of small children. He had just been sentenced
to eighteen years for arson. The wife stood outside the
rails with her four children, one a baby in arms about
three months old. A kind-hearted officer opened the gate
and the prisoner stepped out, kissed his wife and each
child in succession, then took the baby out of his wife’s
arms and moaning and sighing as if his heart would break,
kissed and kissed again the little one and then handed it
back to its mother, who had been standing by in.an agony
of grief. A few more parting words with his wife a,.nd he
had to step back within the rails where a few minutes
as chained to the gang which was about to start
for Sing Sing. I tried to say a few words of comfort to
the poor wife and told her of the Hebrew Orphanage up
town where she said she would go and get her children
cared for while she endeavored to earn a living.

after he w

ANOTHER DISTRESSING CASE

One morning, while making my usual round of vis.its
in one of these tiers, I saw in one of the cells, a mild, in-
telligent, respectable-]ooking man 'with a 1?10§t woe-begone
Colll;tenance. He did not look like a criminal, but told’
me that only two days before he had fzon'lpleted la te}rm o;
five years at Sing Sing. He was again in the ¢ utbc 1? 0
the law, and before another week had' expn‘ed‘ Watr,r hzjmcx in
Sing Sing to begin another term of eight yeajz1 S.O i 1;1\1;;315
his story and I had no reason to doubt a.wm Lt OOI:
While he was serving his five years at Slng1 1}1110 ' is poo
wife, overweighted with the heavy sorrowlanlc t} ?]lle.spm;‘:;i
bilities of maintaining herself and. three little ¢ 11‘ a 1e1;‘, ¢
sick and died. The neighbors kindly took charge of the
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tion. I was astounded at the time, but later on I did not
wonder, but saw that'was just what might have been ex-
pected from such a character.

A MANAGER OF A FEMALE BASEBALL COMPANY

was a character with whom I had a curious experience.

Willing as I was to always oblige an unfortunate fellow

who had got locked up in prison, I found that this man
was so exacting on my time and attention, that had I
yielded to him in everything, I should have had to neglect
nearly all other duties. He was a most impulsive and
erratic individual. ~ Once before, in Philadelphia, he had
been tried as a ticket-scalper, but, having been backed up
by a good deal of money and public influence, he escaped
conviction. This time he was not so fortunate. He was
prosecuted now by the Gerry Society. Ne'ver. did a man
more truly illustrate the saying, “He who is his own law-
yer has a fool for his client.” He had emp.loyed Mr.
Howe, of the firm of Howe & Hummel, one of the'ab]est.
criminal lawyers in New York, but right in the: mldst.of
the trial when his lawyer had almost succeeded in obta,.m-
ing an acquittal, this foolish man, prompted l')y a feeling
of inordinate vanity and to the ama.zement of everybody
in court, jumped up and, in a dramatic manner, announﬁed
to the Judge that he would conduct his own case, apd E en.
so effectnally gave himself away that the J udg(i 11n s:;e:;
pity advised him to call in other counsel. This he 1h,
but the mischief had already been done; that when the
evidence was all in and counsel had be(?n summed up on
both sides, it only took the jury a few minutes to bring 13
a verdict of guilty. His lawyer Mr. Howe, W'hon?dhetlilat
so uncermoniously dismissed, t.Old 'me 8ftel'.Wflil Bd t ﬁild
seven of the jury had called on him after the trial and to

Lim that they had already agreed upon & verdiet of ¢“not
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~yation ances: to whic st
starvar’® ) imst e US€ ¢ the 12
beggary al:lile best of cumflmd the VI}eoln her, Were
sti o4 n

f: rIl-lle-ldedesertion 9 e;’d eXtOrted was prosee

is B
ey e

but the last HiOIzi )hiln arre'sting mone rison
8t She ha btail ate’s
the :;:ious charg® ? 7

to
tence
found guilty and £
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eight years
. He
sundry lg appealed aoq;
: gal devi against t
viees has managed tohlee sentence and by
keep out of State’s

tandi
Q) ng that
iy therne day he was Loy t]he a].)peal has goue against
I € Was some ]og nly railroaded to Si =
: e Tombg, Isa F‘hole and he found h ing Sing;
an . : W hi . unc 1 , I'e
i ﬁ, Wwith hig eropped U immediately 18 way back
At nrst recognize i, hair anq clean Sh) dftef‘ his return
0. This wag man 21‘611 lfacs, did not
: splendid educa-

tional :

attamm

whi ents,

HI:Ch % Ohestel‘ﬁeld He wrote letters to f

¢ ; or me in ¢

any ould Tecite apoth I a Johngop might i St}de :

I oceasion, W, €8ms, maximg agl e aPPl'O"ed'
en he nd proverbs to suit
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e matter of his imprisonment as a
four hours in is cell he

nd during his trial he

and even the prosecuting attorney in €x-
He had hitherto acted as one of & gang:
) deep 1n with the crowd that
Bank some years a80; but

hing oD his pals.” The

FO look upon the whol
joke.  Before he had been twenty-
}}ad \\.fon the hearts of the keepers,
kept judge, jury,
cellent humor.

He was said to have beer
robbed the Manhattan Savings

]{0 hﬂd a,l“rays escaped by “peac
detectives used him as 2 kind of a «gprat to catch a mack-

erel,” though physica]ly he was of very porpoise-]ike pro-
Portions; yet by the use they made of him they were
frequently enabled to Jand 2 whole gang of crooks into

lndigl ‘
lation r
d was eturned
W 8 : ed fr . ) i)
ounded S Omethmg ik, dfﬁom Sing Sing his 4
Writtey Iy strik; adful . . e T .
1 nex Y striking and his sense of ombs Prison. ¥4
t da:Y) or 800 g. APTOPOS £ . B «Abe.” d i shOl‘teHed Chl'lStlan na]ne)
A gene n aftep. 1 of this in a letté! Abe,” (that was 118 . Jividual
nd coneuy. €FCeness g » 1€ quoted from Pope: seemed to regard himself a8 2 privileged gort of THAIVITE
Cloge w08 : fog: ? k
On anot} 10Us virtye wells with j P who " =] : 1 he hked so long as he ]xept
my ing er oceagiar . owed Innocence; Who might erook 1t a8 much as o
ulgencg asion, v} some pride. in wit] . But at Jast his over-con ence
and reyp; € In regpqt » When wyiting + d bi ith the detectives. DU . his friends, and
LOngue .mded me of 0 some ren gk o me, he aske 1im into trouble. The habit of dropP™s 2id even to
v nar . ; ] o ich 18 84
aris: e gave ¢ & couplet s or action of 1 ot even cultivating that Bon?: ¥ Jed man amor
o g ardip 1 1ich the Duchess d‘Vell . g had nade him a marke { &
e cherchy, %80phe nd al Froissard A 0 tt among thieves, e troyed his asefulness t0
c N L4 9
with q]] thés vai gy ulgent 1, e , Archbishop lem, and to that extent had dest! b}efol‘e b oppOl‘tU”ity
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: rni e bien.’ e y ‘. 1 ¢ :
S cel] In hig S, ng ang s § jen.” And }'b vas afforded for the pohce bd he skippe ¢ Califor
; . e . ib- : IR e L AN
Y Prisop R tal al habits, He lle was indesc Warrant was out for DIS arrest 80 ]y three years doing, 1t
i r ; Ke se 0 nj ; . . pearly ]
with 5 L egulatmns the eXercise { ‘dom came oub Na, where he remaine r T zl ODnest : Had he re-
. 2 . g 7 g o . g n
}‘_’en If she } 0 & releg his requ wice a day allo™e Was said, a good pusiness 10 & ies would never have
gltlln. She nad eern SSe f]'()ln priSO est T visited his “’lte Mained on this Side Of the ockl 1; 1~eso]Ved to return to
Sty . 1 5 . d D
h;sggle to I?]Hd hey é’ammded, Sll:; butllt was found tl;flt been molested, but in an ] hou! }ne there all the time
Se u K £ u t . con d s ()1' T ) f 1’elﬂf"1 A
P-to iving 7, 611 6 g hdo -nOthmglnu’ New York, His family D& ~imen to 860 whether the
cean: av a ) Wy L
A GOOD \eep]n@ a 3 Vlng 5 s o a“d h]s l‘etm'rl was a SOlt 0 ex te tor hll]'l, SOlne
ok g a private boardi’s [nfortun®® y through
Ieould BED py trouble had blown over- Jad beer «Jeft” throus
o Ow ki sho ¢ it was
800d hyyy, elp ¢ ) BUD A g Mmembers of the old gang s pres Joe and THITE
d nd | a.ilng a liki NFIRMED OROOF him dot know © 8 m-]-ested, tried,
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o
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Just !
i ;LS 1 bifore leaving New York, I went up to Sing
old%ﬁ‘iend Oof et Say good-bye to some of my
§ of the Tompyg Prisons, “Abe,” at my request,
. and see me.  He Jooked. e

oll L e looked the sa:

.lei); ;elltc;;vlas (;[ l.lad l.\l]OWIl him before; told me T WhE
course of ti;llz thlll)le ke s man, and that he hoped in the
I have often wo?]d: adfree, and g wiser, and a better, man.

red th ’ .

qualities, anq iy, su that & man g, such good social

should haye taken t ﬂch Wptitudes for making friends,

! dei iOUS a 1] rqeS
q 1 unpr l cour s€
a ew 57 pl Oﬁta )le

devoted ¢, him, chijg ork erool, He has a wife who is
» Cllldren vy, Were very fond of him, and

e been prond. I do nmot
Methods Ofﬁnanciel-jm, nything of his unlawful
g.

HARD EXPERIEN

CE OF Ax
I have ; PXTREMELY 0Lp gENrLEMAN
' 10 my mingsg

gentlemany, Prisoney, 1 7¢ 2 this moment a very old
Speculating g, witl, V10 g0t into troyble through 2
It wag 4 case €Xactly g W-h ® Was partner in business-
. mllzr to poor old de Lesseps in Paris-
anady,
seap_e'goat_ ore g % and the father was made the
detaineq nearly ty,. i ntle reature nevep |iveq. Fle WAS
?ttempt beingvmade ‘te gn}) nths in the prison without any
daughters, ladigg ° bring him ¢ trial, [is wife and

b of genus ;
ol gent Inzgm ;Efldbreedmg’ lived in New York

.ln 13N, : never om-
And pe k » “for,» 8aid he consent to them C *
. eptr tO t ) lt wa i dles'
Slona] hat, th, 8 no place for la

al attackg of illneg Ugh his ey

treme age and 0003

€re d a d g

eviden;‘ “Ving neay the ast (: joen appear as though he
0 8tg ) "he

me fpq Odness and 4 8¢ of mortal existence. L2

M the fingt }Plety of th

& iS Old ttracte
ev 1 gentleman a
erybody, No : 8 heayt e

8 full of kind thoughts 'fol’
ave haq the heart to find h1™*

0 Jury conyg I
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rance would have appealed

3 »
¢ the deep damnation of
yer, never dreaming
bl

guilty. His very age and 3ppiis
e
with a thousand tongues “aga

e is law ;
I B T w pl}lson. b(iIn so cruel as to gend him
e
that any Judge could hav

L1 o pave him alike the. ex-
ot gty 0 1 gy
Einiz a.n;ihzzlorif(i Oa suspended sentenac(ieglon that &dv%ce’
telﬁ g  detention in Prison: He ho hard, unfeeling
o p‘()lal) ded for sentence, and th-e 2 to two years ab the
al?; Lilﬁim;lt?aous Judge sentenced hlnrlxearly twelve n-]onths
Py s . He had already 8 of infamous
enitentiary. ' old Ju o refined
in the Tombs Prison. peen guil
memory, could not have

i d CES
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n
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up before the doors of the ¢ en either £ Lk
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ark 3 e y
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:minals
Crimina
ne 0 igtance.
. ondem aip dist?
for friends of the ¢ within & cer*® n i
through or to come or

1d
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i 1'618.X9d-
ted at Sing g ve been greatly
are now execu Prison
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rigid rules at the TOI. ¢ 'there ey decide 10 the ¢
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.N_[y eXPell 1fork Ju could neal y A .On
tainty as to how & The keepe™ d be & convietion:
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of a trial for mul
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T ;th at can ¥ fout g
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A WOMAN WHO MURDERRD HER PARAMOUR ESCAPES
The charge against this womg
first degree.” She consulted with Dr. Morgan, the super-
intendent of our City Mission, (whom I
on a visit to the Women’s Prison),
of taking a plea in’a lesser degree.
her lawyer. The lawyer said:
you, being a woman, will not g

ment for murder in the second degree. We’ll take chances.

You may get off with only manslaughter,” She acted on
his advice and was acquitted. A ghor

n was “murder in the

once accompanied
about the advisability
He advised her to see
“No, if the worst happens
et more than the punish-

Wwas sentenced
ler trial made
y.

to the Penitentiary for life.

The time of 1
all the difference as to the ver

dict of the jur
JACK THE RIppgp ( ?)
A man who had been chay

in

S purely circumg
rested on expert testnnony as to the

of the man’s finger najls, The last

pany of the woman who v
counted for.

tantial and
analysis of the parings
man seen ip the com-

vas killed hag never bheen ac-

man in the moon. Byt “Jack
in New York. The eyes of th

PPer” had turpeq up
never catch the «Rippey»

o1 police, who could
were on the Police of

e Lond
over there,
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the
-mined to have
New York. Inspector Byrnes e dele?nnocent creature,
ew York. ! ;
“Ripper” caught and found guilty: ¢ English and whose
l1PPeld e tg nderstand a word © th?ﬂg There will
i ot u : x )
:alt(i)ontlitynwas doubtful, was Jus; thno i Vi
: . wa
i ications, 107 T te wretch
e toraE 001:1;1;11ed 'The unf01tﬂ;?a dumb show
Fr » ag he wa ! Py
Bexetnch.}’:1 :‘OS life impl.isonment. I
ntence

his

ot made

to the courts -

to him, He bowed his Tespetc fway cheerfully supposing
' d wen

imprison-
_ hort 1MP!
salaam to the Judge, an 1t up with oy Siime more £
) U .
that he would have to P d is
Ient, but as soon as }; ; szxztion e
i realize the ate Asy!ul George
;g]hsh al?fibl;c;in o idiot in the Sta 9 some
ow a 711
Had a iase lil{:%3 that m-ki:aln it up
Keenan would have W'ﬂ'tﬁic countrys
Might happen in & deFPaO the
In Republican Amefl(;]t’
must have been all 118 p WILLIAL
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When I first g, two I he
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tow1-
woman of the )
to 2
ter fate than B i g o
tic life was con reiful consl 0 0T
me
leaded for a aflu
fp'rie ds and without *
b Jive .
much whether B¢ “7 . j;quor;
under the influence
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stan
ces of the crime hj
is

believe h
ad hi memo
18.€age been ry was an utter blank. I

den Bro €en put
oIl nprown, th in to death
liev . anked g a f as a f
ing him from 4 ;{16 for the paeW months later %ern.
1sagreeable dzi I had taken ’i i
y. H n re-
me. H; e also
is allowed
lent condu Whas’xpressions of grati-
et and the vg] fficer I had done, and it
1€ of hig 8 speak of hi’s exce;
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ng to come in d
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See
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: e entr
of ru )
five years g sted with : than
t the mogt his Iiber 4 year, he might
Y 'ty at th 1g
e expiration

crime 3
o ¢ ai)remsely simily
about t penalty o
sh WO years
ot hlB Wife A 4
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€ yearg ; whi
S0 Tgea:n] mprisofrl]:h Deacon re-
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¥ difference nvtv in France
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d only have had two

Osmond shoul
uld have had his sen-

at he wo
ment for life.

0
yze year in prison,
ars. I fully expected th

ten
ce

commuted to imprison
E HARRIS

Id : k ;

bean 2o o not hesitate in saying that had this young man

me obscure ignoramus he would have stood a better
t think that he

chan

¢ f o e

e of receiving a fair trial. [ domo
;shed. I sum UP my opinion

THE CASE OF CARLYL

SAR—
" St}fanly tried or justly pun
1
e Carlyle Harris case py saying I consider he has
1y twenty years of

red. - e Fiase
d, rather, when he gurrendered on

b s ga
een judicially murde
1l wife, to whom

age
agcl when he was arreste
nar, . a g
arge of having murdered his school-g1
iconing was

he

i 1(1:“1 been secretly married. A theory

ggested by a New York newspaper
The mind

((I .
h fil this Murder?” in sensational head-lines.
e public was worked up t0 the idea that & murder had

b
een committed.
The Assistant District Attorney; who had charge of
thed the circumstances 0
t have

have unear
according to which
else when he Wwas

Harris mus

t
1€ case pretended to
Jess than

a :
prev i
evious marriages

E}?'en married t0 somebody
irteen years old- Given tWO things;
e most 1'eputable character; and in-
second, that

o

itnesses not of th

J maliciot motives;
-ession should be ad-

fl
euenced by mean &0
very foolish remark OF oeular €XP! :
4 there i ardly 8 yOurg man 1n
:th murderous

mj .
issable as evidence an

roved a monster wi

:nes that Carlyle Harris was

Cll\TeYV York but could be P
esigns. It was along these Jines 11y .
Portrayed as 2 villian capP e committing the crime
with which he was charged fact, the vsﬁrords of one cf
the jurymen after the trial Were «]f he did not commit

g show to have been capable of com-

the murder,
lnltting it.”
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Knowin
' g what T d
tercourse of abowt! eic] o of Harris, from -
acter as presented b ghteen months, th, .an itfimate 10-
and absu y the Distric » the view of his char-
of directri. -dNO sy admbiz o |
several otl vidence that warrant s tha
cpot g possible theor; ed the
madf(’jatll- The ﬁdo"ety lesh
e it quite e R
) ) possib
been driven to suiciclle that the scared chi
143 2 g
I didn’t do it,” on tel. The very child.nld should have
cording o the French p, death-bed hag 13 aaslamalin,
1 T a gui
proverb: «@u; g, guilty look, ac-
zeuse S’accuse.”’
se.

rney was impossible
1; theil'e was a tittle
b b v:r}d.let. . There are
sy his wife came to

¢ furious father

mistake.” Medi
ake.”  Medical men k

(;f et Bl fknow £
phosphate of morphineo equall
and Of

morphine, after
It » atter all, got Jn
as also proved in evid’:bed Up into one of t}
w nedie he capsules

plained of th
e caps hat
had done her psules she haq £, Helen Potts ;
il 10 good.” X first take had com-
e B _lad not been pro Either the 1 i “the medicine
Xp.lalned on the su Pt 10 act (and Olthe in the cap-
taking morphine) OPPOSlti0n ihs S}: this would be easily
Tt e w . & .
Zl(:e last one was ’taker}: ; C}?psules had \bms o e ot o
caused deat} When t} €en sec :
e T 1ey all 5 reted until
0 a theory of de either cage the cirZCted together, and
umstances .
pointed

C‘d.l‘]y]e H ath oth
arris er tha

greater outr to take aw 1 the deliber

L outrage on justi ay her life " erate design of
€ co : ce h : .

ndemnation gnq 28 never heey cconcelve that a
executi ommitted
on o ed than

young m
& an. H
e alw

ell t i
i mil;eindglﬁiiulty, not only
e e two d
quini -
ne.  Supposing 51(;
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of the qualities of which
d fortitude which “he

deal is equal to any-
oical

heroegarl.ﬂe Harris had some
manife;:lz made. The courage an
thine ofe jl-l through the terrible or
Suﬁ';-in W 1101‘1 I. 111ave ever read in the way of st

g and indifference to fate. Had it not been for

the dar "
dark cloud which, on the very morning of his young
he would have become &

a
» ?_hood, overshadowed his life,
8 : ) :
inguished man. T cannot refrail from saying that I
w cherish his memory and

grew fond of him, and do 1O
ed friend.

In .

ourn his death as that of 8

" Had it not been that an innocent
now pining in the dungeon of an English prison,

hav'no. f
1 o been Spal'ed the gallOWS, d or & more

Prolonged and cruel torturé 1 would have said such a
England. But then Mis. May-

;)hl_ng could not happen in
'l’lck was found gui]ty through 2 judge who forced that
issue with the frenzy of one on the verge of insanity, and
even a British executive would not carry out the extreme

wrely circumstan-

Penalty where the evidence had been 0 P!

ome dear depart
American Wwom
who,

an

was reserve

tial.
Assuming that Carlyle Harris was guilty; yet remern-
beri"g that so many thought him innocent while s0 many
erdict a8 not justiﬁed by the evidence,
ublic sentiment

more considered the v

ther
here was at least s0me€ . et
: 1e verdic

thing due
atisfieds

in hig favor. But T am 8§ 1
Was not justiﬁed by the evidences at thab 1118' :
electric chair and with

eclared: I

Seated in that
time

ds of preathing

jon to make. I desire to say b

{ the erin T have been con-

ot mi o sent Qarlyle

i reckon-
ber who

were true words:
only a few secon
have no reservat
absolutely innocent ©
vieted,? IfTam?D
_H&rris to his de
ing with an enrds

which
en Wh
have hake @ heavy
_ The num

e of
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th n
b

few n .
or uninfl :
uen :
tial. spared are not

GENERA
L CONCLUDING REMAR
KS

I have

in New Yori);ft:;llaie.lt’ while acting as a Pri
of justice an(’i lnet}lln connection with our rison Chaplain
has not yet been conOds of prison punishm modern courts
willing to bow befo ferred- While I ho en;, the Bastile
gard with Unqualiﬁéz the majesty of the II:;; am always
and supposed guardi reverence some of it ) I cannot re-
the disposition to m-ans' The disregard forhS functionaries
and unjust severit, ’ea;hthe offender with u (1511 P e
e con)s,. e utter flippancy wn' ne harshness
life time incarcerat-lgned to IOI]g years of ith which men
Aematian i b%on have often raiged re.straint or to
the law, has mage reast against the map a feeling of in-
tyrant and an a me regard him as who administers
with a judge fg?nt OfanuStice and wr a harsh and cruel
for mercitul cOI? J ; young man, only '311
Y < vl as}; e‘ratlon. The yoan s
& letter bearing a f(())lpe experienced crimﬁ]:l]fmhhad been the
it was to have been ged dhodladg place 0’;'1) i ?ad carried
pleaded guilty. V;XOhanged_ On % o I.ISmess where
to Elmira, but no le hoped that he WOiIZ vice the youth
Sing, and T was 'y 1;6 was sentenced to f have been sent
for my pains. I I? bed by the severe ve years in Sing
leave Sing Sing a ';‘Zeﬁno doubt this yind angry judge
.1n6ted out to crimin 1D .l'med criminal, 'i‘ng feljgw )
I would take it out a § 18, as a rule, alé he punishment
the term of impriso of the hands of one ogether too severe.
man a day longer innmejnt, in fact, I WOquan to decide on
with his liberty FPI'lson than he could never keep any
that there Shoul.d b 3 .all major offenc ‘.Je safely trusted
e a given time, but a(z‘ielljc ":iuld gl
1t had expired,

tg. I once pleaded
out of his teens
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d showed well, discharge him. Should
ck, double “the given
he can be discharged

;t the prisoner’s recor
1e commit eri i :
time” for whil(glel agam,tsend b
; ‘hich he mu ’
forai, st stay before
£ W(.a have not yet learned, or rather we have forgotten
e reformation and not vengeance should be the great
mJeCt of punishment. The old chureh of Rome, which
1 any of us think we have outlived and left behind far back
ﬂl'the dark ages, may yet have something tO teach us on
1is subject, as in fact, she has of late years; through the
i)l esent wise and revered Pontiff, taught us many yaluable
essons on the great social questions of the day. Pope

y .
Clement in 1701 had already anticipated the directions of
tor over the gate of the prison of

fature prison reform,
St. Michael, a prison for yonthful offenders, he inscribed &
latin motto, the english © «Tt is folly to restrain
by coercion unless you reform by good discipline.”

Our present modes of prison discipline necessitate the
most brutal men s org and managers
of our prisons. criminals
are l‘epressed an d of encouraged and
fostered. Instead of making our prisons what they all
ought to be——reformatories/We tarn them into schools
for crime and agen yengeance- We sha-ll.n(?ver
solve the problem as best to treat the.crlm.mal
classes until we learn h men bettef' f(')r prison
life, not, as NOW the worse fo.r it. I do
not believe in making pris desirable Places of residence.
I would make every man who 8 prison & hard worker.

i . his own keep-

He should, by hi He

£ which is:

d destroyed instea

cies for
to how
ow to make

ons

ave money by a 8ys-

s cervices;
d, if he has left a

n money and 8

He shoul

should be allowed t° ear
tem of Prisons’ Savings Banks. * fifl :
wife and children outside; contrlbute out of his savings

i their support: For industry and good

g towar«

somethin
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conduct he should be entitled to some immunities and
privileges, amongst these should be cer
and amusements, physically and mentally, of an elevating
character. I would allow at given intervals, and as a re-
ward for good conduct, private re-unions with members of
his family. In short, I would Put no obstacles, but give
every facility, for men to raise themselves while in prison.

To sum up, I would treat men, however degraded and
vile, as a loving father would treat his er
not as a despot treats his slaves,
never; but punish for protection to society and reforma.-
tion to the individual, Remembering always that kind-

ness to the prisoner and regard for his welfare has the
endorsement of him who sald, “Inasmuch ag yve have done

it to one of the least of these, my brethren, ye have done
it unto Me.”

tain recreations

ring children,
5.
Punish for vengeance,







