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LomMmBROSO’S THEORY OF CRIME.”

In approaching this subject it soon became evident to
me, as it will to you before I have finished, that none but
a specialist could treat it adequately, and if this contribu-
tion is of any value at all, it is because it is an attempt on
the part of an amateur to strip the subject of technical
terms, as far as this is possible, and present an outline
in familiar language.

Nor am I unaware that an alienist might remind me
of my inability to break loose from the shackles of theo-
logical prejudice and prepossession, and present, or see,
the subject from the alienist’s point of view, I have there-
fore tried to be strictly impartial, or as impartial as one
can be whose mission is to teach the truth as it is con-
ceived and understood by the church of which he is a
member. It is possible, however, that I may seem to you,
my brethren, to err on the other side, and to be more in
sympathy with the alienist than the theologian, although
I hope to acquit myself of even this before I have done.

The title «*Lombroso’s Theory of Crime” was given
me. You will note its limitations. It concernsthe theory
of an individual criminologist within the larger realm of
sociology.

Yet narrow as these limits are, this paper will be
narrower still, for it must necessarily be confined to a cur-
sory glance at a subject that lies at the very base of the
gocial fabric, and deals with conditions and problems that
geriously menace the health, the happiness, and the very
permanence of society itself.

Of the gravity of these considerations there is but the
barest conception outside the circle of specialists devoted
to them, and even here, while all recognize the appalling
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facts, there is not, as yet, an entire harmony as to theories
regarding them.

But among the various authorities none rank hig'hcr
than Lombroso, and the painstaking and thoroughly scien-
tific character of hig methods of investigation commend
them, even where the—his—theories g,

The subject is, however, one, th
I, but all who are interested in the r
tion of the race
tions to f
becomes @

re not fully accepted.
at, not only you and
eclamation and salva-
» are bound by the most sacred obligz.t--
ace and to face fearlessly. How true this.ls'
vident when we bear in mind, that erime has in-
creased in this land of ours, with all its boasted institu-
tions, out of all proportion to the inerease in population;

. . . § 4
having risen from One criminal to 3442 normal men in 1850
to one in every 757 in 1890, *

It needs no unus
if this ratio continue

So much then for itg gravity and its concern to us as
teachers of g better way.

Suffice it to say, withoug further gloomy forebodings,
that either new ing

trumentalitieg must be brought to bear,
or those we have must be used more effectively than
hitherto.

ual prescience to predict the outcome
S.

But let us now Cconsider: First, Lombroso’s theory ;
second, Itg bearing

UPOn penology, and thirdly, Its rela-
tion to theology,

What then ig Lombrogo’g theory?

This question will, I regret to say, he very imperfectly
answered, for after Writing to a number of alienists and
criminal &uthorities, and passing many daysin the various:
libraries,+ I have found very little that has been translated

* See Gen. Brinkehote address. :
T A number of specialists were communicated with and some
20,000 pages read.
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v v of Lombroso’s
into either English or French, as w e-uasife“ Orfu,e probably
works in the original. However, his views i)wlinquente"
best embodied in his book entitled ¢1'Uomo tu = gl
“Criminal Man”—(indeed he virtually admi .‘S ide and
i = el ~ 5 W 5]
recent letter to me) for here the ev idence of hll; O eiG
Painstaking investigations, and his calm ‘}1011; ——
(=4 R ete -t
spirit is marshalled in a host of data, drawn
s o 1
nationalities and conditions of life. ‘ deeply into the
That he has striven to penetrate 1 1. s 1
e
mystery is made clear in his searching analysis; gl
very beginning he treats of what he termsthe embry
gh
of crime. o e s
Here he finds an analogy in the vegetable w Ollt( d
; < at insects.
mentions certain plants that trap, mll.and e:Lt it, thievery,
He then calls attention to the cunning, dece ’L’ Arabs
fgs bhat the Arabs,
and murder among animals, citing the fact, thaticilous A
: 't heredi ill not keep a vicious
feeling the force of heredity, V.Vll'l o g E*ed oo
bad horse, nor will they permit its being > S A
8 S0, :
purposes; also, that murders through antipathy, &
3 © L] s 5g,
g X d apes.
mon among the females of the anthropoid af i ek
He now treats of primitive men, and ﬁn( Ss Py
- E:
instinets very marked, and all the condition
stinets ve
plane. 'sts of passion
(¥ Rising higher, he spealks of the Outbms-tolenc;)qhown
2 =) . ] -1 ¢ 7 G [
on the pmft of infants, and implies th"“? the ‘ivor adeqeste
©on the pa { ower ade .
et rder were the p
is qui ufficient to do mu . e fohadl BaEs
i quIiIte S1 o draws attention to the flequent1)1 .t e, and
O s is-ste > decelv
dency in the case of children to mlsj_.sm’ztewzlmnd deveioped
R A tered o
inti ; dencies are fos ) " )
mates that these ten 1 s ke THEHED
;ﬂtll bad to worse or repressed and dueclt'ed 1on thegone
LG ings; leading
e child’s surroundings; o
channels by the child ;i PLaonnr i N
hand to the criminal class, the prison m,ld Ll‘odzctis*e 1;se-
- the other, to vigor and enthusiasm In pr
on the other, to vig s
fullness, creative power and nobility.
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He notes, too, the evolution of the habitual from t'he
occasional eriminal. Nor is it difficult for us to imagine
this, when we realize how well equiped he may be when he
graduates from one of those universities of eriminal knowl-
edge—the prisons though it ig saddening to think of the
children born to such Parents, and reared in the midst of
vicious and vitiating influences. .

With them heredity has already done its work and envi-
ronment will carry it on. What must their children and
their children's children he in time !

Is it strange that men should be found who seem
morally blind ; who, not, only go wrong from the start, but
seem incapable of doing anything elge?

Theologic&lly speaking, I have heard them declared
hopelessly depraved, ang damned, for the glory of God,
from their very birtp, Yes even hefore they came into the

world, it hag been said that they existed in the eyes of God
as damned. Thip}k of it!

Morally as irresponsin]g for their condition as men
born Physically hling are for theirs, but more of this later
on.

Lombroso now Proceeds upon the principle, that there
is an intimate co-relation between bodily and mental con-
ditions and Processes, and makes g physical examination
ot the offender, yut it will be impossible for me to describe
the methods followed, and the numerous delicate instru-
ments used, in Gonstructing what might be termed a typical
nurderer, a typical thief, op any type that might stand for
its class; for hehag 106 gone far hefore he found that what
he had termed the anyy ropometrical system was not suffic-

h
ient, and resorteq to the anatomico-pathological as well in
anomalies,

the detection of
His conclusions are that

all eriminals, and in particu-
lar habitual criminals, have

a higher per centage of phys-
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munity.
ical anomalies than the average of Ehiee :0111111 I T
"o ar ial assymmetries, e
That there are facia . e
the skull, brain, ear, eye, nose, mouth, 111{111‘1?1,(1 th,a wpi
as of other parts and organs o? the bo;lzl,m;ies-
are often accompanied by funcmon.ul .an e roduct of
In short, that the habitual crnnma1 o o s
pathlogical and atavistic anomalies, a]‘lf y 'se;euts il
between the lunatic and the savage, 1q?1 gt
type of the human race, though these metes
him, for he shares them with all degenulae p.mtests, chat
’Just: here let me pause to say, that h B i miie
tl f this term type, or criminal type, has be
the use o , o
is critics. '
'S by many of his cri 7 .  eho e
unde;ftzzds ‘y «No doubt if the acceptatlon. otr e
Y ) Sine] @ SL v
f ot ee ibs carried out in its. complete unnhe1 o
- I ) Vg 7
gfumf)lt) be accepted ; but I have already S-h.?\liis Tt N
ious writings that it is necessary to 1‘0(:61.\. (t:es il 4
the same 1‘;501'\’6 with which one apprecia
statisties.” gy e
This I presume means: that a's 1‘181:;2]15 -
works of art were merely concr(ztfz e{}:é)tluql e (e mlvadlens
i rpart In a a s !
y ions with no. counterps o et
flonlcfptl(nslmndS for an abstract and technica
e ’ i it.
Wwith no expression or embocllmentji)ies
In support of his position he ; el o
photographs, measurements and ; a e e
i i as for :
inters depicted types, e In Taphuels
g?at“pzi[eme(:fs tha Innocents, the 'SOl’dlei\i;r;}rdom -
L &s:{;u er, the Judas;andin Tltl&n‘ :.n, . 7<heads g e
Las i tile executioners with their ugly
awrence, 3
; ific
e : is devoted to the spect
ivisi the book is dey -y -
The last division of the . D e
l(igzi:f’on of instances illustrating the pece
consider
criminals.

of the Greek
abstract

a wide variety of
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A chapter is devoted to tattooing, with a chart of illus-
trations showing that in certain instances it merely com-
memorated some unimportant event in the subjects life,
in others, it indicated g murder or other deed of violence,

while others depict the grossest eroticism, particularly in
the case of the pornographs.

Others treat of general seng
latter, among others, we are told of two young people who
deliberately threw themselves into g canal and were found
there clasped in one anothers arms, preferring death to
separation; also of a girl who, having been forced, in the
absence of her lover, to marry a man she did not care for,
when the former returned on a leave of absence, went with
him to the lake, and there having tied their feet together,
they threw themselves into the water.

In others, he considers the sentiments and passions of
criminals ; recidivism, direct and indirect; and their re-
ligion, for they have a religion that ig sensual and accom-
modating as the following instances show : the wife of Pa-
rency, while her hushang Was murdering an old man, ad-
dressed prayers to God that all might go well; and another
Woman vowed to give g candle to the Madonna, if she suc-

ceeded in Poisoning her husband, while others are too at-
trocious or obscene to repeat,

Another speaks of their
they not only have a voe
and symbols as well.

ibility and suicide. Inthe

writing and hieroglyphies, for
abulary peculiar to them, but signs

An interesting chapter treats of criminal epileptics in
which, among others, is an extreme case of a young wo-
man who accused her confessor of violating her person,

though her charges were Proven at the trial to have been
physically impossihle,

And the concluding
Force. But enough h

chapter concerns Irresistable
as been said to show how thorough,

==
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how varied, and how extensive is his treatment ofﬁtﬁi
theme, anq while the author would probably be amo}iz{us
flust to recognize that his conclusions wrare: by - 1ua;ble
infallible, they certainly constitute a distinct and va
contribution to this department of knowledge. T
In the words of another: « Lombroso h‘ms f’y“ el;zed
the bsychology of a distinct and highly individuali
clags,” s
Thig brings us to the second division of tl}eml')apely
(2) The bearing of Lombroso’s theory upon peno Oo-?c.h co-
What then have these considerations .to d(? e nee-
clety and itg servants, the civil authorities in this con
tion ? i
Much in every way, as inVBStigﬂtol'S. in g‘eLl(—).l.&rt,wZ;:]g
members of prison reform bodies, in particular, z.ue(resged
Indeeq, among the former, Nordau was so 11‘111({) t‘lé‘m
by the new psychiatrie principles that h<.a B fI;olll'
everywhere, even to the inclusion, by illipllc&tlo?l?n fined
broso himself; who, if reports ave correct, has ]ftb‘book' of
$500.00 for plagiarizing an entire chapter from the
the Frenehman, M. Crepieux. 1 hopeless
Nordau not only points ont extreme fb‘n(_. s issoon
cases, hut, Passing rapidly on to mattoids and cr eLl.D-n 0;1 ol
80 far afield as to descry evidences of degenemt?ot. con-
sides, anq demolishes many an idol like the n-em(;ﬁitbthe
iuseg Wagner, Tolstoi, and Ibsen, by SI?OWI?-g toc mad-
accuracy of Emerson's saying: ¢ genius ¢ &lx}?t m, that
ness,” hag g scientific support in Lolnbl‘OS.O’s, R
‘genius ig g form of degenerative neurosis. 0o take ac-
From a calm height, an attempt is m;?de. Lo]dr noting
count of Present conditions and tendencies ,? fl"ks of in-
the increase of crime, of suicides, of nerv.ous L lefb dl some
Sanity, angq other evidences of degeneration, to thlof it is
adequate exp{aua.t-ion; with the result, that mos
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charged to the terrific strain of modern life.

And, spite of occasional exagerations and confusions,
as, for instance: terming the music of Wagner atavistic—
a Javanese music—and saying that certain men are insane
and therefore they are not geniuses; or, to quote the
words of Lombroso again: «More alienist than the aliens
he no sooner finds a neurotic or maddish author than he
thinks his work can he demolished ;7 spite of these, one
may well pause and reflect in the presence of his conclu-
sions, as to how much we may all be affected, rushing as
we are with the whirl and tumult of the times.

One phase to which our attention is called, is the ten-
dency to avoid continuous effort—one of the first essen-
tials to permanent growth and progress—and to crave
short, bright and varied things.

I wish I could pause here to show that not only are
specialists necessary for thorough and continuous research,
analysis and synthesis in each specialty, but synthesists
as well, men able to grasp the salient features of all spec-

falties, and to s0 present them as to bring them within the
reach of men of average intelligence.

Time, however, con-
str

ains me to pass on from these general considerations
relating to mankind to the specific one of man’s duty, to
the extreme or hopeless cases treated of in the first partof
this paper.

Here in the sphere of penolo
followed ?

Shall it be:

(1) The «lex talionis,” or an « eye for an eye,” &e., of
which the definite sentence is an expression ?

Or (2) That the protection of society is the first con-
sideration ?

gy, what theory shall be

Or (3) That the improvement, and, if possible the re-
formation of the criminal should precede all else ?

11

As to the first, the final penalty of constantly ﬂommﬁ
tho physical laws, is sterility and extinction, and €16 b?
sistent violation of moral law brings an equally relentless
nemesig,

This is the application of «an eye for an &¢ 5
vengeance, Without a doubt, virtue will ultimately :
umph over vice, but meanwhile has humanity no responsi-
bility ?

Without a doubt, the criminal class will ultimately be-
come extinet before a normal and hence higher and pormnt
nent force, but meanwhile are we not bound to help.o.“tl
abnormal fellow men by modifying and adapting our t‘Lefm -
ment of them to their needs and conditions, by indetermin-
ate sentences, reformatory methods, and, in provenly hoPeI;
Toss cases, permanent isolation, to prevent reproductio
OT contamination ?

an eye’ with a

. ieve the
This brings me to the third theory, for I believe

Second, the protection of society, is best gecured by the
Improvement and reformation of the criminal. ime
. Unquestionably, it becomes man’s duty FO stuf}i)’hc llln.e_
n its beginnings, and treat it as far as possible Wb
Ventiveg,

To see that

R < e harents. i
To do what he can for criminal [ ations

i . soci
nfants and children are taken from vicious ﬂs‘.qlity and
and surrounded by influences that make for more
character, .
e, the nature

To see that in the administration of justic offcnce, be

of the offender, as well as the nature of the
kept in viey. That-

At present a drunkard is sent up for a week, ?r c;‘l‘zlnk
ever the time may be, serves it, comes out, gef i
a8ain, is sent up again, comes out again, and 80 0 ; of this.
hitely, TIfig needless to characterize the absurdity
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After a man has proved himself a hopeless dipsomaniap he
should be treated as such.

When we reflect that 84 per ct. of the prostitutes in
one city had habitual drunkards for parents, does it seem
wise or right to permit habitual drunkards to hecome
parents if it can be prevented?

Intheface of these facts, if it is permitted, then society
more than the individual becomes responsible; for, as
Lacassagne says, ¢Society has only the ecriminals it
deserves.”

I know I am on dangerous ground, and as time will
not permit me to explore it, I will pass on from the treat-
ment of criminals as individuals, to methods of reclama-
tion.

Here indeterminate sentences are being considered
favorably, and reformatory systems are highly com-
mended, even by so eminent an authority as Lombroso,
who makes a favorable allusion to those in ourown coun-
try.

Indeed, it would seem to me that every means of refor-
mation should be tested, and finally, when it beconies clear
that a case is hopeless, it should, as already stated, be
permanently isolated.

That there should be a gradual reformation, and, if
needs be, elimination of criminals, as well as an attempt
made in the same direction, in treating the criminal ten-
dencies in men.

This may seem visionary and utopian; and it may be
truly said, it would involve a decided increase in the cost
of dealing with this class; but that would apply only to
the beginning, for with the reduction of the class, by ra-
tional and scientific treatment, would come a constantly
decreasing outlay.

That something ought to be done, is evident from the
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ures- mentioned

s B o i e fig :
alarming inerease of crime shown in the {ig 1 in 757 in

at the start, that is, from 1 in 3442 in 1850 to

1890. - z

sthing, & con:

This certainly means, if it means au‘itvhl-i];d oy 1l

stantly increasing expense to the i e bf’ (Opulution.
crease far in excess of the ratio of increase o1 P

ld bei to
A rational as well as economic method, Wou

face these facts and meet them at the start. ses; per-
Society can, however, tale either of two CO-I uszh;nces
it things to continue as at present, and take its certain
In letting the natural and moral laws work out a_et that
and final retribution on both the criminal Emd- Sooludyintel'
permits him to be; or, it can take more clef‘untetat o S
ligent steps to lessen the criminal class, and iness in
time increase the general sum of human happ
Society itself, i
We have now reached the concluding div
Paper, namely : heology-”
“The Relation of Lombroso’s Theory to E[‘lﬁ Ofctne
Or, to put it in a more practical way, the bearing
foregoing upon the church’s attitude: st. Paul’s
That shehas a responsibility is evident from W'ol'ld to
Statemeut; *That Christ Jesus came intol t},)eb dy—the
Save Sinners;” for the church is simply Chl-lslts :ﬁs and
SPirit of Christ in the world, and with . 1"cs bls in the
agencies its work remains substantially what it W&
beginning,
Most certainly, if «God is Love,’
the worlg that he gave his only begotten SOI},
that all that believe in Him should not perish,

everlastin g life,” the church’s duty toward sinners
deng tO—da,y,

ision of this

' and ¢ God SO loved
to the end
but have
is evi-

, tjion, The
But as to this 1 presume there is 1o content

o
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f practical
tion is, to what extent can she be of p
only questio , to .
i 's recognize at once, that it wou N
Se * wiser members recognize o bl
?e:ﬂ“; limited moment if confined t? gets i)
ek hing of certain fa
i he verbal teaching A . 2
e an(Ilttils the translation of all these into
trines. |
I i ize to-day
o i lon that all men can recognize
vital manifestation tha : e to-Ay
tAnglaey did when Jesus made clear the me g
Jjust a
life and love.

imi r service
Where then shall she draw the limits to her se
her
‘ i g t with
H e ist did she will not fear to ea
does as Christ di . | ol
?f She;md sinners; she will not draw.v baiz.k bbiblers
pubhclz'mts charge her with associating with wine
formalists charg
nen. ‘ ot
and glﬂttonoz? ltlhis a Bishop of ourown chureh 0}100 :ﬁ:t
APl'OPOSm so stirred by the tempex'fmce quest(llogev G
e :L‘ Ileas teel I must drop everything else an
I sometim B
sively to that. e
i exeluanleh}ave not departed far from conv 5111:;0:;6
Even ng:t I have gone far enough to -S?'OWt i
Sta‘ndardi’fe has to do with all life and a distinc
chureh’s 1i . :
y vard sinful life. ) . e
cife dUt}.‘)‘ 1{)01;: drlr?ost if not all, would admit thlsﬂ?s fzztor
s o rned, though, as
indirect i nee i1s concerned, ‘ ‘ Y
oy lnd”ec% lél’;hil: aware, not all would conse'nt 1;0 fglttia[;l;e
by q‘eozgilzmd in certain reforms. Nor is ‘tie N
o adule;t at definite limits or confines, for o e fo
V (¢
i enhlat probably occurred to you when I sai
W 0 ‘ .
m?etmals seemed to be as morally blind
crim 2
cally blind.

ote

as men are physi-

I'h tion hei P ibili y 'Sa,natur one.

(5] es as to T responsibili : a‘ .

‘ i ’htOSeeqll 0 invo ve the (1()Ctl 1mes of o Dlnal
This mig rig
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sin; freedom of will; anq many other doctrinal and'met?f
Physical tonsiderations, hut though the temptz}tlon is
great, I havye not the remotest intention of entering any
such unlimiteq pe

o
alms, and yet to some Lombroso's
clusiong Seem to have g scientifie

con-
and pertinent bearing
or they sgo g Promise

ist and the theologian
e harmonized because each will rige to a

where g
an author-
tast, deists ag well ag
Coutention, that i

n by St. Paul;

Christians have no
Principle laid dow
the laywy are

what they ¢

they qo 10t know and ¢

judgeq by
Or agaip I

can do, anq 1t by what

an not do.
am quite Willing

to Judge pg
Tamoug Criminglg

t, for here ge.
gist Lac

assagne theo ver-
Sspecially
O commit i,

> ““neither ha
‘ents, 1,

th thig
the w

ork of God
ant thay he
Sinnepg to repen-

ind this
God shoulq
ally bling or
, be Cared fo) ang

bling than tpq men
yet the first Words that Iise f

m ), or

None couldq
the Master, and

who Crucifieq
rom the Crosg
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are «Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”

To me the supreme test of all things is; do they or do
they not, consist with the statement that «“God is Love.”

If they do not then either they have no right to be, or
the interpretation placed upon them is a false one.

Justice is but a single aspect of love.

And after all the chureh’s duty is not so much to de-
termine the responsibility and pronounce upon the final
condition of sinners as it is to help those sinners become
saints.

Her concern is chiefly with the positive questions of
calling, teaching and helping by insisting on her members
becoming, and aiding in every way all men to become heal-
thy, physically, morally and spiritually.

In this light none can escape his degree of responsi-
bility; for each is bound to exert his full measure of in-
fluence with himself, with his community, and with its
civil representatives and spiritual servants.

Tach certainly has his part in the working of the leav-
en, the divine leaven, that means the influence of God’s
spirit in the world.

Nor is it too much to hope, in view of the splendid
changes wrought during the Christian centuries, that vast-
ly richer results may be looked for in the future.




