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L.OCKED-UP.

THE PRINCIPLES, PRACTICE, PURPOSES; AND, THE PRE-
VENTION OF PENITENTIARY PUNISHMENT.

T is unfortunate that the discussion of prison systems of
discipline for the punishment of convicts, is mostly con-
fined to those who really do not educate themselves to com-
prehend the subject. General impressions are too much mis-
taken for thoughtful conclusions. The subject cannot be so
treated. There are very many questions so intimately con-
nected with a thorough understanding of it, as to forbid the
possibility of its superficial comprehension—that is not within
the power of human intelligence. As well might one dis-
course of astronomy after looking up to the stars.

Convicts are individuals incarcerated for offences against
law. Each individual had a motive for his acts. He was
governed by the reasoning process how best to commit them
with success, and in the most likely way escape detection.

Motive, will, and mind were united. The result depended
on this combination. The first inquiry then is as to the mo-
tive. Why, is anterior to How.

To investigate the motive inv
dividual, his training in youth, his associations, his home
influences, oversight, and control; the means adopted to teach
him school, and trade-knowledge and religious principles.
To this must be added his health, inherited taints, and the

olves the character of the in-

family relations, social and civil.
It will be observed that out of the conditions thus devel-

oped, the motive will be found.
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