JOHN M. SPEAR'S
LABORS FOR THE DESTITUTE PRISONER.

No. 1V.

“ My friends are gone ! Harsh on its sullen hinge
Grates the dread door ; the massy bolts respond
Tremendous to the surly keeper’s touch.
The dire keys clang, with movement dull and slow,
‘While their behest the ponderous locks perform ;
And fastened firm, the object of their care
Is left to solitude — to sorrow left.”
Written by Dr. Wu. Doop, when a prisoner.

Tag third year of my individual labors for the destitute
prisoner has this day closed. Although L am not the Agent of
a Society, or the representative of a body of men, yet'as I am
from time to time assisted by humane friends in my work, I owe
it to them to make occasional brief statements of what I have
done.

For the information of those who are unaequainted with my
plan of labor, I will state that I desire to visit prisons, and to
seek out the poor and the strangers who may need aid and
sympathy. If they need counsel, wisdom, books, or labor, and
are unable to pay for them, [ wish to impart them. If they
have families, or relatives, I will visit them if they are near, or
correspond with them if they are distant, and render them such
service as they may need in the hour of trouble. When the
prisoner is discharged, and comes once more out into the world,
I will endeavor to take him by the hand, clothe, feed, lodge,
employ him, or, if he desire it, return him to his family and
friends. Besides this, T intend to travel to seek out places,
especially in the rural districts, where the offender may be em-
ployed,~—to become acquainted with eminent friends of this
cause, and to deliver discourses on prisons, erimes, and punish-
ments, as I have opportunity.

During the last year, ten thousand six hundred persons were
imprisoned in the State of Massachusetts alone, saying nothing
of those who were imprisoned in the other neighboring New
England States. Among these are many young persons, who
are arrested and imprisoned for the first time. Some of these
may be assisted, counselled, and perhaps reclaimed. An
English writer estimzlites that if a young man is saved from
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: . If T have be h i :
in th X en the humble instrument
numbzr}:i"nds' of God, of saving only a few, out of the greaé
Lo ,HPUSOBBFS who have come before me, I trust that my

ever?ﬁ HOF feel that my labor has been in vain.
years of experience has satisfied me that in pursuing

thi i o e

i Pe"}lgla{)re\VSOSk 1 }Sant well to be an agent of a body of
ceess :

the work that daily ch)In]J e bopas, 1o e about quistly, aid do

trusts in God, he will be 8 hefore: him. IF he tnwavetingly

: nided b : i i
be led in the path of dutygalidepeagre.heavelﬂy ke

R SO S

N :
1Y LABORS IN DISTINCTION FROM THOSE OF
OTHER PERSONS.
I dis
tis (311e§i(;‘£;e tilha tt I’lersons sometimes confound me with others.
what T g5 doina e community should be informed precisely
following Caref‘ullg’ UL dlSthtlor} from all other persons. The
the Chl‘iostian Reuy Prepared article was published last April, in
Written by Rev %fSter’ the Unitarian paper of this city, and was
kind AR of" . D. HUNTINGTON, one of its editors, Many
Sons, but no w .y labors have been published by various per-
in distinetion ?ter hasiso clearly apprehended what I am doing,
untington ﬁom ol Others, as has my esteemed friend, Mr.
relate m 1 €Te 1s the article. I omit some statistics which
e erely to my lahors of 1849,
to deteirtlrtllfges the world in the estimation of a generous man,
than the dise eXistence of a new form of doing good. Better
a continent Fovery of a gold mine that inflames the cupidity of
enthusiasy, afr grander than a successful battle that stirs the
life, ang .m 10- @ nation ; this adds a real and abid'iug value to
Spes of u‘ tplies at once 1he securities, the dignities, and the
poer b-(i'm being.
1hatlt{](;r2 )iIY;lfdny of our readers, living in Boston, are not aware
0rhood as daﬂy moving about Court Square and its neigh-
ommon Plnea ecspeclauy about the Police, Municipal, and
pnliens, of s Court Roorps, about S.uﬁ"olk_.]all, and about the
ness of th many: of ﬂ.le districts of vice, cnme,.and wretched-
whose ol © city, a noiseless, unassuming minister of mercy
agent of arities are as voluntary as they are original. He is the
i ey 10 Society. In the ordinary sense, he is responsible to
% lixnlc)n fgr body of men, He js supported by no salary. He is
Silsi alcc)l n‘l’ Philanthropic machine. He is at once the discov-
John Apeoi8 occupant of the field in which he labors, Mr.
Hhiois OngUStUS' stands in a sphere contiguous to his, and often
two n Jects coincide ; but they are mot identical, nor are the
flen associated together in their plans. The individual we
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refer to, has it for his purpose to rescue, counsel, and guide the
lowest and the poorest class of persons accused of crime.
Many of these are strangers in the city, at a distance from home,
recenily exposed to temptations that had never tried them
before ; daped, perhaps, and betrayed by the practised villains
that always lurk and keep watch for victims in a great metrop-
olis. Nearly all of them are ignorant. Most of them, as soon
as suspected, are quite helpless. Very likely they deserve
punishment, but they stand ata crisis. The question with them
is, whether they shall go on, plunging deeper and deeper into
the course of depravity and disgrace on which they have enter-
ed, or whether they shall be arrested by the hand of compassion,
as well as the hand of justice; be shown a path of return to
honor, and be entreated to walk in it. In other cases, these
accused persons want a legal defence ; they are guilty, but are
liable to incur a heavier penalty than would accrue if all the
circumstances of investigation were fairly presented in Court by
a considerate friend, and a competent counsellor. In other
instances still, the party arraigned is altogether innocent of the
charges preferred against him, but needs an intelligent state-
ment in his behalf, to clear up suspicious appearances. Some-
times, too, the prisoner brought to trial, must suddenly leave
behind a sick wife, a dependent parent, or tender children, fully
deserving, and most urgently requiring the kind attentions of
charity. Another evil exists in connection with our criminal
code, of which it is difficult to speak with equanimity, and yet
of which it may be impolitic to speak with indignation, We
refer to the regulation that requires a friendless person, when
charged by caprice, by malice, or throngh honest mistake, with
an offence against the laws, to be kept a long time in confine-
ment before he can be proved guiltless, to be thrown out of the
employment by which he earns his daily bread, to be torn away
from those who live by his industry, to be humiliated, by having
his good name sullied with criminal associations, to be corrupted
by abandoned companionships, and thus to be set directly in the
way to ruin; and yet, when all this is done and his innocence is
established, deprives him of all redress for the time, for the
property, the opportunities, and the character that he has inevit-
ably lost. We are glad to learn that there is some prospect
that this wrong will be remedied at some day, — we hope not a
distant one, — when the Legislature of the Commonwealth shall
see it to be common justice and Christian duty to listen to
petitions to that eflect. Meantime, such as are placed in this
unfortunate condition demand in the name of ‘ the dear humani-
ties of Christ, some disciple’s sympathy, some good Samaritan’s
exertions in their behalf.

« The various offices of benevolence that we have thus desig-
nated, are discharged in Boston by Mr. John M. Spear. There
are two brothers Spear. Charles is the editor of the ¢ Prisoney's
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:sﬁl‘lrll)(?ndt: afnd interests himself by different methods in the
theijffn oges :E}ISOH Reform; bat the two are quite distinct in
b sy operation, means of maintenance, and the whole
Conn';l:,emcnt of their measures. Mr. John M. Spear is in
ine;rélélrtagi;sona%fc%ntalct with persons under arrest, or suffering
Bt ok pr;)ﬁ‘ers SECI;airr(taa§ton to believe they are without
-y e bIe}‘ Ll}ll ous assistance as is consistent
b1 et Justice. they do not apply to him, he seeks
i ell_nqtt}ues into their history. He writes letters for
it fsrroi T[:pblcaalon to the generous, he is able to save their
e e eggary. He provides legal advice for them,
i .tbratmtous, or at the lowest possible terms. He traverses
fron::;yart;tcoc%l'eﬁt evidence, and sometimes obtains witnesses
A e istance. He accomplishes what the officers of
€ prison have not leisure, or money, or disposition to accom-
plish. Above all, he gives the prisoner such instructi(;n and
encouragement as will tend to secure him from future offences
and restore him to virtue.  To do this the more effectnall he
?}Eteegolzlft\gdes Igoer {ilsﬁharged (;onzicts respectable Situatiog; in
yi ooks after the fami i i ‘
have known him to search Othec}liﬁll}gHOf{;Re\lxgiggzoned. e
streets in mere infancy, cold and hungry, in: :
abrupt seizure of their parents. He scays of himself, ¢ Disr
ing all sectarian lines, party divisions, national botlil(la;{é:gar(li
gczl;npl‘exmnal differences, I am endeavoring to do from da mic
X,}t}ne work my heavenly Father calls me to perform. i
. 0 one who knows Mr. Spear personally, can 1.
sm‘lphmt_y, meekness, and truthfulness of these,wc;rrcll vl g
* Besides this, Mr. Spear employs such leisure as | o
cpmx_nan.d, in travelling from place to place delivk i e
distributing publications, and so enlightenin’g the enﬁ]g = e
the general subject of the treatm i

en ent of crime and the iti
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Og Ycuzn’mals. He visits jails and prisons, and correspondsdl\::ic;l}ll

advocates of the cause. 1n addition to his other tasks, he
il )

devotes a portion of his time to imparting moral and

: ring in the
n consequence of the

% _ religi

teachmgs_ to the inmates of the Leverett Street Jail. If \\]rilz?:
porr‘ectly_111f’c_n‘1119d, the only direct spiritual instruction enjoyed
in that institution, is communicated through him. Is it not

worth considering whether provisions for a chaplaincy there, ar
not as well deserving the consideration of the autgoritie; a%e
the contemplated erection of a new and costly building ? "\Ias
such a chaplain as some are : Heaven forbid? But a ma Y OE’
generous feelings, ready tact, unaffected pi s, i

. : _ iety, and untiring
fidelity. No formalist, nor dogmatist, nor phgris}e:e '

“'This philanthropist is by n i
j . 0 means r
Mauy e s Eyn'l " without encomageme_nt.
i Juipl ew lLingland have been opened to him.
ecuniary aid has been placed at his disposal. Many eminent
persons have given him certificates of their approbation; and

more than all, he has had the unspeakable reward of seeing the
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idle and dissolute that he has redeemed, living honestly, soberly,
and industriously. Mr. Spear depends entirely on gratuitous
contributions. The circle of his usefulness will be enlarged in
proportion to the resources placed in his hands. His residence
is 21 Central Court.

«The question will naturally arise in some minds, whether
such a ministry as Mr. Spear's may not interfere with the
execution of the law, prevent the just punishment of offenders,
and thus weaken the restraints that should check the transgres-
sor. After some careful inquiry, we are satisfied that no such
result follows. In this opinion some of the wisest and most
judicious men in the community, of various professions,
coincide. Among Mr. Spear's most earnest friends, are judges,
advocates, and officers of the Courts. All the conservative

owers of the State circumseribe his action, rendering it impos-
sible that his humane designs should degenerate, even if they
were prone to do so, into a lax and indiscriminate sentiment-

ality.”

I will narrate some instances of assistance rendered to prison-
ers and their friends, as illustrations of my labors.

THE INFANT PRISONER.

Very small children are sometimes found among prisoners.
Sitting one day in a Police Court, I observed the door open, and
a mere child was ushered in. The officer who accompanied
him was a tall man, and the child was so short that he could not
easily reach down to take his hand without stooping so low that
he could not comfortably walk. With his hand on the top of
the child’s head, he in that way urged the little fellow onward.

Supposing the child was to be used as a witness, I wondered
that one of such tender age should be expected to know the
nature of an oath.

Addressing a friendly officer of the Court, I said, as I pointed
to the child,

« What have you there ?”

« A prisoner,” he replied.

« But he does not know enough to commit a erime?” I said.
« What is the offence of which he is aceused ?”

« Assault and battery,” he answered.

Tarning to the child, I said, “ where do you live, my son ?”

« Jn Peggy’s Alley, Sir”

While I was endeavoring to ascertain from the little prisoner
where Peggy’s Alley was, never having heard of the place be-
fore, the Clerk of the Court called his name.
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« Shall T write to your father and let him know that you are

in prison 2 ;
« Not to my father, Sir. My father 1s a drunkard, and don’t

_take good care of me. Write to my mother. She is a good

woman, and belongs to the Methodist Church.”

1 wrote immediately to his mother, and received from her the
following reply : —

« Qg : — 1 received your note yesterday evening, informing
me that my son, Samuel, was in Boston Jail, charged with steal-
ing money from a man with whom he lived.

« e was, no doubt, induced to leave this city withont my
knowledge, by a boy who had often advised him to go with him,
and who has succeeded in accomplishing his own purpose, re-
gardless of consequences to others.

« 7T feel as a mother for my youngest and only son, a stranger

among strangers, and sincerely thank you for your kind offer of

being his friend, and your endeavors to help him all youa can;
and regret that my situation is such that I have not the means
of employing counsel, or even coming on to see him; and shall
ever feel grateful to you for your kind letter, and the assistance
you may render him. Honesty compels me to offer no expecta-
tions of any remuneration of 2 pecuniary nature. But I trust
that a good conscience in doing so kind and benevolent an act,
and the blessings of the Lord will fully compensate you for
your attention and kindness to the truly helpless.

«If he should be sent to the Reform School mentioned in
your letter, I should like to hear something of his probable
treatment, and any farther information you may think proper to
communicate.”

When the lad came into Court for trial, T showed the Judge
this letter, and at my request he was sent to the State Reform
School, where he still remains, and is doing well. I fondly hope
that at some future day his poor mother will be able to press
her little son once more to her bosom.

—

THE CLERGYMANS WIFE.

At one of my visits to a prison I found a young woman.
Entering into conversation with her, I leax_ﬂned that she was a
milliner, and that <he was accused of taking some pieces of
ribbon and straw from her employer. She informed me that
she had always before maintained a good character, and had
never been accused of crime. She confessed that, to some
extent, she was guilty, though she had mot dene all she was
accused of doing. She was bailed. I called on her employer
and had a free Sonversation with him in relation to the prisoner.
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As far as he knew, she had alw
nerated him to his entire satisfa

When the prisoner was brought into Court, by my advice, she
pleaded guilty. I then informed the Judge (Mellen) of all I
had done for her, satisfied him of her i
and desired him to fine her, instead of sending her to the House
of Correction, the usual punishment for such offences. He

complied with my request. The fine was paid, and she was
discharged.

A few months sin

ays before done well. I remu-
ction for his loss.

ce I received a letter from her, in which
she expressed much gratitude, and informed me that she was
now well married to 4 worthy clergyman, and had a good home:

She writes «T do p't think that there has a day passed over,
but what Thave thought of the kindness you have shown to me.
Had it not been for you, Thave thought many times that I
should have supk under the weight that was laid upon me.
How much good a few kind apd encouraging words will do

Sometimes when persons fee] they are in trouble, and that more
than they are ahle to bear.”

THE CLERGYMANS SON.

Hastily passing one day through the Leverett Street Jail, 2
young man about nineteey years of age, desired to speak with
e.  He informed me that fye had borrowed an opera glass of @

fellow boarder, and being in much want, he had sold it. Press-
ed hard by the

1 OWner to return the glass, he had taken a coat,
hoping thereby to rajse money to redeem the glass. He was
followed to the Place where he sold the garment, was soon 1n
the_lmnd of an officer, was taken into Court for primary exami-
nation, and wag put under bonds to appear at a higher tribunal
in the Sum of four hundyreq dollars. ~ Unable to obtain bail, he
Was committed to Jaj] await his trial. Subsequently I learn-
ed that he came to Massachusetts from one of the Middle
States in search of employment, and that on the first day.of his
armval he wag induced ¥ a stranger, whom he unfortunately
met on the Bostop Common, to take his coat from his back, sell
1t, and give the mo

ney to the seducer. He had obtained a few

: ‘m them of his sad condition. He wept
bltteﬂy when he made this request, and especially when he
§ave me the address of his unele, I wrote as he desired. His
uncle soon came from g neighboring State to see him, I then
leaed that hig father was g Clergyman. 1 forbear to, mention
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dressed man, who resides in the County of Plymouth.
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fast table, and seat myself in my office, which is at 21 Central
Court, a boy enters, and hands me a letter, written by a gentle-
man of Middlesex County, who has heard of me. The writer
begins by saying, “I take the liberty to send to you a poor,
helpless, unpitied, friendless orphan, asking you for Jesus
Christ’s sake, to provide a home for him suited to his individual
circumstances.” The lad informs me he is fourteen years of
age, and his parents have been dead four years. He is poorly
clad, and is hungry. He is fed and clothed, and assured that a
place, where he can learn a good trade, shall be obtained for
him in a few days.

Case II. A man whom T have known many months now

enters my office. His wife and daughter have both been in the
House of Correction. They have just been discharged.
Formerly he was a drunkard. “Now he has become a sober man,
I hold 2 conversation with him on the blessings of Temperance.
He is pleased, and shows me the good clothes he now wears,
and has earned since he signed the blessed Pledge. He wishes
me to obtain a place for his danghter to work in a family. I
promise to aid him, if in my power, and I give him a small job
of work, by which he earns $1.25.
. Case III. A lad enters. He has a dog with him. On
nquring, Ilearn that he has just bought the dog, and had paid
seventy-five cents for him, nearly all the money he had.
Several weeks ago I found him in the Leverett Street Jail.
When he was discharged T obtained a good place for him in
Ossipee, New .Hampshlre: He had left his place, and had fool-
ishly boug_ht this dog. His mother is a poor widow, who lives
in Fall River. Igave hima
feel certain thgtt hg can be saved, Sometimes he has fits, He
cannot be quiet in oue place long, Poor boy! I know not
what will become of him.

Case 1IV. I now take my horse and sleigh and drive to the
Home, an Institution established for the reformation of sinful
women. A short time since, when Iwas in the Boston Police
Court, I found there a father, and mother; and daughter all
charged with being common drunkards. Moved to spé:nk o the
Judge (Cushing) in behalf of the daughter, Thad bailed her until
this day. Shoes, a bonnet, and other clothing had been obtained
for her, and she had been a good girl.  She wag seventeenlyears
of age. She was greatly distressed, apq wept much, when I
informed her, that according to agreement, T must now tiks hog
into Court. She was afraid of being sent back to Jrul but I
assured her I'would not leave or forsake her. I carried h:ar into
the Court and interested the friendly officers i her behalf. The
Judge agl‘eed1ﬂlat I might bring her in again to-morrow, when
he would pardon her. Joyfully I carried hey back to the Home.

Case V. The next person who came to me wag neatly

Twice

lesson on economy; but I do not °
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he had been an inmate of a State Prison.h }thtile hle Wafl tfl‘lsrnc:

i inted with his family, and fr

cond time, I became acqualnte
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i { to associate wi

ischarged the first time, everybody refuse

g%SChg(ragc‘:‘:mse he had been a prisoner, consequently hel.was
d¥mouraved drank, and under the maddening influence off 1(}iuor
hleS(i)rokgint,o a building, and was sent back to prison for Live

At the requestbof' his sister, I visited him in prison, and

e was again discharged he would find a
feeling in the community towards him.
friends gathered around him, he soor;
ied, and in a short time commenced
bor, was well marred, ] i e 16
ﬂm'ndnh1 on’business for himself. His b.usmes?1 310‘1‘e'aslecr11,]em:él
Gz 5 od that he needed an apprentice, an eauecG
ot d}bcoverfor him. Isoon found asmall, though stolut,1 ertn;%n
obtain 011_.e n, charged with stealing a pencil from a lady Ja . e
M chaiios Fair. At the suggestion of the hnn&al&e ua;lz,
e < ) S
1\/{%(;1111'1;11)10]? bailed him when he came mt}o goméi ca;lled :g,_day 2
( ' him to live with this friend. He had no b
et the lad was a most excellent boy, and th le
;ayhtodllle }tl;{;tce fo select from 2 thousand, he thought he cou
e had a chs

is ith
son. He Wlsl_led me to go wi
ziot have seleoted SIBICE 0 I took him into my sleigh and

i boy’s parents. ; : ek
ohuited him ?;ethei}; house in Norfoll ey fll;ezl_;iemdg £
carried him their Little son, and expresse 1'nuct_ il
to hear from o him, and obtaining so good a sxtuz; 10}1 Lo b b
e s vor woman, With a family o cnl A

s ‘{Iinfétnf)so me that they are hungry, and she has n
comes and 1n. I ‘ol 70 16HV S, ‘ '
*bread. Sheis supph%d “Zérlnes to speal to me in behalf of his

Casz VIL A brota® hs ago in prison, and obtained

: veral mont
SISterith(‘) 111lIefrouar111c}15fad provided for her babe, who had been
a pardon for her,

i feeling father. The

. house by 1fs un 5 -
thrown into the f Lrlnes to exert my influence to get Ti]lee é:h;rlli
brofhier now desn"(; Friend Institution, and she .als? \Vl\;r;ite) .
into the Children her (she being unable to read or i niito
to write a letter for h to a small property, which she

& fd IR Promised to comply with her

years. A
assured him that w'he_n h
new and more Christian
When he was released,

er native town, 1 th :
{)lelieved herself to be heir to

. arch I found her

wishes. - oir] next calls. TLast Mare
oor girl next ¢ AT :

. .C{*SE VHId W‘?tll; stealing sevénty-two dollaxt if?sutbﬁe;ggﬁ
in jail, charge T e i Sonth Frending. s
with IO o ';alow )1 bailed her, and obtlamed._a glooé P at(;e
of the J_udge (B}fesixt’y miles from Boston, 1n Bus.to Bo‘;gﬁﬁ
for her in a fami Zeedinwly well, and had now bleet‘llp}imr e
e g her Tather, She hasmno mother L 8.
few weeks Vlsmentﬁn; to her place, but has spent ziﬂcllllmisnliﬁ?i]%%’

‘ | . " g 2 s a
Wlslhe}?enﬁ;; T:c:nlne to ask me to pay her fare, W
and s :
Agreed to assist her.
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Cas . :
her haEdIaX ﬁoteA fIr): or, afflicted widow now calls. She has iu
he desires me to herzftlrah%mdt@an who has long known her, and
two sons; both of the r story. I am informed that she has
sao thom and to m are in jail. She desires me to go and
has been,ﬁned converse especially with the youngest, who
his employer seven dollars. 1go to see him, and learn that
ment thatsﬂgol.l?lgﬁz‘gl lfl } ?ﬁme money. I give him encourage-
8m((i)Pfﬂly his fine. will obtain the sum due him, and come
ASE o .
it 5 Xi—Ie Irisprlson Wltll thq last mentioned person I find a
converse with hi ? stanges ,in this coatrg, Hearing,
informs me th;'zsl ellow-prisoner, he asks me to help him.  He
Plymouth Rock 1?1 came to Boston, a few days ago, in the
A . E:,n that on her arrival the passengers treated
money with him TOt high, was arrested, fined, and having no
wages due him ’al%‘f’as thrown into prison. He hasa month’s
money, and pa ) hin ﬁle desires me fo see the captain, get his
Tt i now gi }Lt s Ine. Iagree to do as he desires to-morrow.
heninmnles ng . & am weary of seeing the wretched, and of
writing this ok Slu ering, but T resolve to spend the evening in
pleteda and it jitc h of the labors of a day. The sketch is com-
o s o ioualy ok dialosls I usR L IOEE (BRI,
of COur.se 7 SESHC osed the labors of the year 1850.
wany and as all not be understood to say that I have had as
Aed and ot g-rgat \(/iarlety of calls every one of the three hun-
attend to s YmaVe zay_s of the year; for mortal man could not
several days of ny daily. Sometimes a single case requires
ys of labor. T hope also that I shall not be suspected

Of aradi T .
parading my efforts in these matters. The statements are *

ma i :
W;Stes simply o draw attention to a hitherto unheeded class of

NEWSPAPER ITEMS.

Not nnfrequently items in relation to my labors are published
der will allow me to group

in the newspapers. Perhaps the rea

some of these together, as showing the feelings with which
such efforts as mine are regarded by the officers of Justice and
by the Press. After all, one of the greatest encouragements to
perseverance is the sympathy and co-operation 1 find so unex-
pectedly offered me from these and similar sources.

“’T'4s Mightiest in the Mighty.” — Vesterday & woman was brought into
the Municipal Cowrt and pléaded guilty to an indictment containing three
counts, charging her with stealing goods from various shops. She'had
formed the debasing habit of using fntoxicating drinks. While partially
under the influence of the poison she committed the offences charged against
her. At the time she was brought before the Police Court for a primary
examination she had a nursing infant, Not being able to give bail for her

13
future appearance, she was required to go to Jail, and remain until her trial
q ready. Her babe was then taken from her and kept several weeks, until
y.esterday, when it was returned to her. Her husband left her some time
since and went to the land of gold. She is very poor, has three children,
an.d it is the opinion of Judge Perkins, who presided, that she was more the
object of pity than a victim of law. He accordingly requested John M. Spear
to bail her. = Mr. Spear complied, and very soon the mother was on her way
to the place where her other children resided. Scenes like this are of
frequent occurrence in the criminal Courts of Suffolk County. It is well
that some one or more persons are constant attendants at these Cowrts to do
such works of Christian love for the weak, the poor, and the erring. It is
also fortunate for the unfortunate that the bench of the Municipal Court is
honored by the presence of Judges who, in the administration of justice, do
not forget to exercise mercy. — Chronotype, Dec. 16.

A Singular Case.— Last Saturday a lad was arraigned before the Munici=
pal Cowrt by the name of Nathaniel Winter, charged with breaking into &
store. He pleaded guilty. The Judge, when about to pronounce sentence
upon Winter, inquired if any person in the Court knew him. An officer
came forward and said he knew the prisoner, and testified that he was a bad

him. Upon this testimony

boy, and that his mother was unable to control
on for the term of two and a half

the lad was sentenced to the State Pris

years, Accidently Mr. John M. Spear discovered that the officer supposed
he was testifying against James Grady, another boy who had that morning
pleaded guilty, and that he knew nothing about Winter. Mr. Spear called
the attention of the Judge (Wells) to the case, and the Clerk was directed

not to issue the usual warrant to send him to the State Prison until Mr.
s character of Winter, upon doing

Spear had time to inquire into the previou

which he was able to show, to the gatisfaction of the Judge, that the boy

had before maintained a good character. The sentence was accordingly
the House of Correction for four

revised on Monday, and Winter was gent to ] g y
months, and thus by the generous aid of the kind-hearted philanthropist,
5 ths imprisoumont! — Commonawealth,

Mr. Spear, he was saved twenty-six mOon

Fep, 12,
b T
: . - vesterday. autiful little fellow in
An Interesting Incident. — We saw, yesterday, @ beautifu

the caré OESJZ(?)Z}Z“ M. Speaf. We learn that, m October, 1848, Mr. Spear
erett Street Jail: He was charged with stealing. He
informed Mr. Spear th and resided in Lower Cana-
da. His father was smmediately informed Dby Mr. Spear of the condition of
the lad. By the advice of Mr. S. the lad was sent to the State Reform
€ hen his father came to

School, where he has remained until yesterday, W 1 .
Boston for him and took him once more to his bosom. This morning the

father leaves for home. During the-absence of her little son, the afHicted

or T 1 to be comforted, and has constantly been dressed in black.
meﬁ}igl }fl%lgsgc expr y delighted with our State Reform

essed himself highly de vith
School, and declare highest obligations to Mr. Spear,

d himself under the h
who had once m0re placed in his arms his wayward son. The boy is not
now more than thirteen ye€

ars of age.— Boston Times, Sept. 6.
= S

1 s : 20 ni le were married in the Lever

A Marriage in Jail. — This morning a coup! i ) he Leverett
Strect Jail é]ﬁdler rather novel circumstances. The female was indicted in
the Municipal Court, for theft, and had plead guilop, [Hiefitdse was coming
up for sentence yesterday: John M. Spear, the philanthropist, suggested to
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Jud, S i
e gxfre?efeilxlgfgs?d t}lllirpiils:ngr dfvas about to be married, and that if a small
hor, T s nded spouse would pay it, and he would marry
For th oS settli
e thitplﬁfo,%e é){fl'rsgtthng the case at once, County Attorney Parker pro-
o, pactios bei;w% athlli‘fl}mechately perform the ceremony of marriage; but
e s S olics, they would allow none but a priest to officiate.
himself to procure a cl(gv;'\;?xznr ?)??ﬁde‘(‘l 'tol 2y e S e el
A priest at P 11 e ““ right sort.” \
untilpcertai?l glﬁl 11; lliin];l;m Street Cathedral refused to perform the ceremony
longth Tathar B rites should be first attended to by the parties, but at
o Be kil roes was found, who duly ¢ tied the knot.” "Itr rai
;- Shollfl‘({ %he sentence will stand affected. . e
Koty previoi Ss’c&teg that the woman had sustained a good character for
heranton e "‘t his offence, which seemed to have been prompted by
y ‘“to get ready for house-keeping.” — Transcript, Feb. 12.

Th
good Ee‘ggﬁsffw_as_ﬁned, It was paid. I gave bonds for her
o or six months. The couple are living happily

Law and —
little Chﬂ(geftﬁ&hir I{ast AUt}lmn, a poor widow — the mother of three
the advice of her he(ua ??Hal. in the southerly section of the city, and, by
leading to her hum(blllé ?11()(,.<3.§ected an apple stand in front of the passage
support her little depemlagltls01 ’ (z'ljni1 1“?5 ikaidl BT pay her rent and
relinquish her stand. Friend old weather came, and she was obliged ta
room. She did so, and bllen s advised her to keep beer, &c. in her own
either by fii 805 and beer drinkers gathered around her, and, promp‘.ccd

¥ friendship for her or a desire to satisfy an w atural appetite
recommended her to keep other kind u Salisty dn UITBLLeg appetite,
The beer drinkers b p other kind of drinks. She followed their qdvmf:,.
Otic dii nkers became noisy under the influence of those ¢ other drinks.
name ﬂ}sa};l individual entered the widow’s cellar and asked to know her
puttir;g here ]f’{:feogltms ?Ollbt};le stzime evening of the above day, whi(_llctshe \;laz
h

“ioiflnﬂn from her children z(:nél tﬁ‘ei\z}nfermi?ﬁo ngfsrg](} a{%ﬁgleanin pol‘ligon a
g)hle 3 Illt%n‘olnst. saw her and listened to her story. He examined and found
Pl‘isozc the truth. He became bail for her, and she was released from
i _He went with her to her miserable home, and aftersvards called frequent-
¥y to see her. On one occasion when he called, he learned that the tide
had flowed her cellar. Her children without shoes or stockings wpon their
feet, were dancing upon the damp chilly planking to keep them from freez-
ing. Itwas a pititul scene to witness, under the shadow of so many wealthy
mal}sions, churches, and school-houses. The Philanthroplsp removed ‘t%le
fmgllyﬁti a good room, provided them with shoes, and stockings, and e
and all the necessaries of life. They are now happy.

On Saturday last she was taken %efore Judge Bigelow, the facts tf?m‘:ﬁ
have related them were laid before him by John M. Spear, theﬂgfnlfon‘o .
who befriended her when in prison and gave her a new ]101110: Mee for e
ordered the indictment put on file, and the widow, with bl?ﬁ;ﬁll}gplg ol
Judge and the Philanthropist, left the Court and returned rejoicing
children, — Chronotype.

-

OLD HONEST'S RIDDLE.
g S ;d count him mad
« A man there was, though sﬁiedile e l,}umﬂm’

The more he cast away the
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THE EXTENT OF MY FIELD OF LABOR.

Few persons are aware of the extent of my field of labor.
A city like Boston, New York, or Philadelphia, is the place for
a person to live who wishes to engage in my kind of labor, but
he will soon learn that he will be called on to help comparative-

ly fe\_v persons who live and have for any time been settled in
the city of his residence. They will usually have some friend
hem in the hour of

or acquaintance who will be able to assist t

troub_le. Those who will most often need his aid, and will call
for his sympathy, will be strangers. Looking at the list of towns
from whence persons have come whom I have aided, I find the
following distant places mentioned. Liverpool, (Eng.) Mont-
real, Three Rivers, (L. C.) St. John, (N. B.) Bangor, (Me.)
Builington, (Vt.) Auburn; (N Y.) Columbus and Sandusky,

(Ohio,) New Orleans, (La.) Prince Edward’s Island, etc. De-
sides those who come by other conveyances, not less than ten
f Boston, by the various

thopsand persons come to the City o
Railroads daily. Among them are many young meun and young
women from the rural districts, who are unacquainted with city
temptations, and before they are aware of their danger, are en-
snared and imprisoned. It is for such as these that T would
labor, forgetting all party lines, sectarian divisions, national
boundaries, and complexional distinctions. Feeling that every
human being is my brother, I would do good to all, as I have
opportunity.

PRSI o ol B

During the past year, from March 1, 1850, to March 1, 1861,
I have labored as follows : — ' : \
T T have delivered. eighty-nine Discoufscs 03 Prisons,

Crimes, and Punishments, in the following towns, namely : —
Provincetown, Charlestown,

Somerville, Abington, Gardner, 1
Dighton, Barre, Charlton, Medford, Hubbardston, No. Chelsea,

Worcester, Holden, Hyannis, Harwich, Weymouth, Malden,
Danvers, Boston, Watertown, Brighton, Framingham, Milford,
Melrose, Dorchester, Hingham, Nantucket, Woonsocket, Salem,
Pawtucket, St. John, (N. B.) Ipswich, Newburyport, Westboro’.

1I. I have become bail for prisoners to the amount of two

thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars. These, with a single
an who was brought into Court with a

exception, (a poor wou
sick child,) have all been true to me, and have appeared for trial
: time. In the case of the poor woman, the

at the appointed
bond, which was $30.00, was not exacted.
1II:. I have distributed, among prisoners and others, eight
undred and forty publications.

thousand two h s L
1V. Ihave travelled, to assist prisoners and to lecture, seven

thousand miles.

P
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V. Ihav

VoS made seventy-thibe visis {o prisgns,
friends, mostly to i fe‘m ninety-four Jetters, for prisoners, to their

VIL T have asslil t01 3n them that I had found them in prison
farnishing themLWiSlefootclllrec(?o‘gl}ndred and fifteen persons, bS;

¥ . g

et o by Seusing he o thi ionde
id ullknownpﬁ-ioeeﬁmng this work, I have received from known
the debts which I 1& Sa$1,746.59; and have expended (including
o WselE i boardq contracted for the last year,) in sustain-
ers and to lecture, a xgg'my horse, in travelling to assist prison-
Beidt: agid 'thie sinﬂ’ﬂc n$ In various ways helping the needy, the
S e , $1,733.33, leaving a balance of $13.26 {?Vith

It would aﬁ’ofcrlme the labors of another yeat.
sy esoRllaa s .1:18 great pleasu_re to mention the names of
ANt persons who have, in various ways, assisted me
CaUHOt,'ho:\)vevermfy 'Vt‘)v’ork, but I know they do mnot desireit. I
Hh S 85000 v;mm lear to mention that, unexpectedly, a dona-
EHtich o .$IOO 608 handed me by a gentleman of this city,
$50.00 frorr; oo came to me from Jenny Lind, and one of
Bt cheerg)ei?ple called Shgkers. A good woman, of
SRty Wt Uu'y made collections for me. A venerable
of Lis pari’shio nitarian denomination, kindly called on some
Sl e ners, at a time when I was in great need of help,

ions, and forwarded them to me. Iam also under

ren s e ;
ewed obligations to the little band of women, in Dorchester,
d this canse. Had it

Xo}t]tob:;;, ? ?%b]y associated together to ai

compelledilotlese’ and others like these, I should have been
Encourag dCet?Se my efforts to seek and save the lost.
been . reno ?’el by the generous confidence which has thus far
year of% ]'Sef in’ me by my fiiends, I now commence another
Yol abor. I hope to do more, and better, in the coming
uture, than I have in the past. AS heretofore, I wish to devote

R_H my tir_ne to this work. I am wholly dependent on the dona-
tions which come to me. butor desire to be-

: Should any contri ¥
come acquainted with the item or desire to see My

r g of expense, ire. :
daily record of labors, my books are open for his inspection.
The funds, kindly place used for purposes

d in my hands, are
named in these pages, and for no other plrposes: To labor
cheerfully and successfully, it is Jesirable that T should not only
be free from pecuniary embarrassment, but tha.tt 1 should always
h‘EWe something in my hands to aid the poor, 111 cases of. neces-
sity. Should any person, into whose hands these pages may
fall, desire to assist me, Of need assistance they will call on me,
or address me, at No. 25 CENTRAL CourT, Bostol Mass.

; o ashington Street.
Central Court opens at 238 ‘Was anJOI'IN M. SPEAR.

I g

21 Central Court, %
DR
11 Devonshire Street.

Boston, March 1, 1851.
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