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SERMON.

¢ Qurrer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of such is
the kingdom of heaven.”—Mark x. 14,

Brrore entering upon the substance and argument of the
present discourse, I wish to sketch two separate and opposite
pictures, as distinctly as a few brief words will outline and
color them, and to impress them vividly upon your minds and
on your memories.

"Of the first picture, the time is morning and the scene a
country village, bosomed in green hills, with a lake smiling
and shining in the distance. The central figure of the group
which fills up the fore-ground is a LrrTLE CuiLp. He stands
upon a sunny slope, with a chaplet of llllgs around his brow,
and with his whole form seemingly transfigured in the morn-
ine light of spring, of life, of love. Beside him is a man—the
Divineg Man—whose hand is laid vpon that snowy brow in
benedietion. His form, his countenance, his smile, his words,
his accents, reveal the harmony of spiritual life within,—the
divinity of his mission, his purpose and his thought. Around
Teacher and child gather a group of coarsely clad, but earnest,
healthful, interested men. The Master is speaking, and his
theme is the kingdom of God re-established in the soul by a
new birth into indwelling purity, holiness and love. He illus-
trates the spirit and law of the heavenly state by the young
child,—beautiful symbol of divine and everlasting life,—and
«« of such,” he says, “is the kingdom of heaven.” Tix in your
minds the picture,——the 'I‘eacherf—.ﬂ]e child—the thrilled and
revercntial listeners—the radiant hills and waters filling up the
distance—the serene heaven embosoming and illuminating all..

Tor the second picture look at this. The time is night, the
night that closes with peacelul rest the sabbath worship of the
soul. Above hang masses of .d.ense cloudl and mist, visible
by the flaring lamp light, but hiding the quiet and. holy stars.
The place is an half-subterranean room where the hght, strug-
gling through a fetid and poisonous atmosphere, shines lurid,
flickering and dim. Upon the walls of the room hang coarse




4

prints and pictures, portraying brutality and viee in their most
low and shameless form. W itk

lin a recess are rows of shelves
where fiery and drugged liquids shine through half trasparent
glass.  Beyond is an opened door, leading to an inner chamber,
containing a crowd of half clad, half drunken, wholly embru-
ted forms of what once were men and women, made but a

little lower than the angels, in the image of Deity Himself.

~ There the night, while obscene words and
with painful sighs and more painful

music complete the tumult and

t In the foreground ig a Youxe CuiLp—a little girl—
Just entered half clad, shivering with cold, from the outer

Sleet,_storm and dark form is attenuated and

ness.  Hey
face is sharp, her look im-

sorrow, Hey
portunate, her young brow seamed wit}, unnatural thoughts,—
Toromes of the dark past—yilq visions of the darker future.
u;te}:::g Sl tls grected by a Mman—the Master. She yields
" Seanty gaing, wop by theft, heoo r deeper
egradathn. He pours out ip 1'gturn a ’g]assb B’? rt{’atoﬁery zlnd
last dyo Hd’ Whm-h she C.lut(’hes eagerly and drains to its
bod p : ghts with preternatuya] fire, her languid
Ay springs, thyg §t1mu]ated, Into feverish activity, and,
with a look ang word and gestyye indicative of utter ilifamy,
the crowd of revellers

st tp View amid
emember thap i ind, in awfy] contrast with
: : sty o ov0ab it s byt ghe shadow of a
regrllllte};nggrli};oeé‘lms 0 all the great gif)ee of Christendom.
bb : ) 118 out of the stars on this
vsry Z;il)tev\shlﬁl rrﬁ]y be Witnessed withiy a few squares of this
tuaries Of’\voriﬁ- ¢ vening hellg ghq)) open at once the sanc-
with the man:s lpmand iquity, and the child’s curse commingle
God.  Anq n;ny?y‘er, and the sapg breath waft them up te
‘ . N more to th \ he Son
fc)lf Grod,  Suffer the little ohilg, ueugzc())llieogn??orb?d
1em no; for of such ig the kingdom of heaven.”
morning '

ted, is rag Man'’s p > 88 you havye doubtless anticipa-

UTY 10 THE CHipp - . " e S
. LD ; the s whic 1-
Vidual apg collectiy Manhooq owes to i duties which ind

. is be 4] _ ndividual and collective
our thought, 5 be the subject ang these the divisions of

& innocence,—g symbol
Tts birth is an advent,
Vine incarnation. In

ed by the descent and

manifestat;, ot g newly consecrat
! e indWelling God. TItis revealed

of the life of ¢

_

&

b

i —to wean us from worldliness
heaven’s latest miracle—to wean o ;
Gl lity and ecoism; to renew the faded verdure an
sensuality a 2go1sIm ; = -
and_ o-tide of}:chc soul ; to unseal the frozen foutnttam Zgiggz

'ing-t : " e oo
P ive anil spiritual life ; to touch the heart to graci !
o Ll' t the energies to higher and purer purpose; to
s} 0 44765 cred memDorieQ ; to awaken in us longings and

aptise Us 1 sacre S o ;
bapise s for our rest in the Father’s bosom and 'fm_o'm honlle
yoare = C{ troubled skies. This is the primitive mis-
1 his antr skies. .
in £ fo aln'tl 11 Though it be so seemingly helpless, and so
i ild. o Ly el S
o ?z)f its power, it moves the heart with a mlghtl‘er
um(mscwllbl os to Art, or Learning, or Philosophy, or Poetry,
LN ngs = ? " - h

spell than belo “To those tender fingers all the chords of thg\
- Tloquence. se ¥ oS B i b
o Eloq‘ familiar, and untaught it exercises a maste y
Bl 5 8 o ove,r all. It awakens the dumb oracle (I),t Oolrll-
. mval\en{nammls to faith its visions of futurity. : t ca ]?;

- ane e 1] i rrents of our anlove. I
se1ence dl{ ‘kness the perrenial currents of our h_um';n oq i
ik e ies of the Eden lost through sc}t and sense.
i memolll longings for the better Paradise to be won and

indles o5 and longing; he i s
ku_qdlc: e : through the spirit of sclf—conhecmtlm_l and the
gijpres. LOTETer s i t, I cannot over-estimate the
enj is of pure self-sacrifice. Idonot, Ica ol
de?(b? L fluence. Your hearts, my own, bear '\\LHOSLI‘ ) 1
it s 11111 homes and hearts made purer_and mfne l? eisbic
potency. 1 " t, oo up continual than[csggl\flI]gs—lb',(l)d God be
advent, g A - s 1.
by the for the gift and the mission of the little ch bt i
i 1o the child’s influence upon the Man, wha ;
S 1 ‘ness le o
Such, }Jﬁll1to to the child? With earnestness lc't‘lus 'llsl\(i
e DA yf fidelity let us receive the answer. T e 0111 ‘
with puxposes ® ipient of influences, whether they be good or
i } [IEESLYR 200 ‘ - i . T its
is the 1}_%515 s no p(})we]- to determine the chmactm, Orf its h?l?}(},

: e at rest” from strife
evll"c ,'po-; of a dove to fly away and be at u\tt[ '10;11(18 DO;
o “17‘?‘ from contamination. [t can llt.l -11u e f.l‘ -11_0f
e oison of a corrupt atmosphere or the malariz of

= s ) p F Xe) (s eves ¥

repel e P - vice. Here is the Infant Angel. Its eyes a
encompassing s intimations. Its form, moulded to a
yet brioht with heavenly :n ,lu];f il Tolos I oo

) fa] # " . ‘ted not " 3 L

5 ace. is vet distorte y e nal s
Glvise grecs )l that has no mildew on 1ts leaf, no ;
spot, a white bud the 's care—aye, and surer Sfll'l, to
within 1ts core. {l’lo mlnn]gwn His youngest and His fairest.

3 S = L .

g loye—Land fants Bov s - ¢ rasted ages,—with
woman’s love LT{ 1life, the pilgrim of unwasted ages, ‘
The heir of jmmorta . Hle, le of the universe, with its heart to
. : 0 6 CIre e g g o R .
its mind to sweep the dor, with its will fo win victories of
olow with a seraphic ardo , care, to woman’s love, I
2 ; ‘o man’s care wo O}
sovereign virtue,—to tljt Folded up within that frail and

1 119 be . " )
repeat, doth God intrus | ¥ Shah 5 b0 Nan fowves., WM
.“ S . 2 o o
fecble Orga?lbm - ?chsibilities of wisdom and goodness;
101 ous S5
that spirit lie aug

P
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elements which, rightly cultured and directed, shall impart
new light and love to earth, new blessedness to complete the
final harmony of heaven. We are to stand in that earthly
relation to the child which angels sustain to it in heaven. And
in order that every consideration may bind us, every allure-
ment draw us to our duty, God makes the child not only
His, but ours,—life of our life, flesh of our ﬂésll, soul of our
very soul.

Now a man can conquer

5 e : circumstances of evil provided
his spiritual will be quickened

. : : he can gain virtue in the midst
of imminent temptations: he can win victories for God on
earth’s great battle-ficld though all the powers of darkness be
et loose upon him.  But the Child is passive.  Cirenmstan-
ces exercise over it g forming and influencine power. Poison
may be mingled with its food and with its dl‘?ﬂli that shall dis-

e 58, s e inlk t

iisl(i]?nq madden s young life in body and in mind. It may
fl‘bm\' t"l?e»lfro,m s mother’s bosom and imbibe contagion
vicitelg; at]el; ® tonf}h' Tbat the sins of the parents are thus
L;i\v 1311‘)1011 ey Ch-ﬂdren = alike God’s Word and Nature’s
the x;iolet]"e 1tnfa1‘1t_ S 8s passive to the influences about it as
the balm;s Qr;)u{ll%t orusunanlO, or as the youngest lamb is to

’ SO or the sleety and opiirt 1 v
: chilling north. If you

eXpose vour hoyse - . g north, 3
It lyog )p(f;lielyubd}om blll‘d to the snow anq ?‘1‘0%, it will die.
ace your housel pBe s, e L DD ;
nated air of 4 cellay. o .Qld rose-tree in the dark and stag-
2 Poisonous gae ar, or if Jou saturate its roots or leaves with
leaveé willhqﬁi’ﬁm 'ix}ﬁse 1t to the outer night of winter, its
‘ N 0 1ts S0MS Ta £ - . 1 L
ness and decay, g 15 P0ssoms fade from beauty into black-
its deepest 1';2)/’; an’i‘hlt vl berish from its farthest tendril to
influences g5 th.‘e roeee} CIJ{M 18 as susceptible to surrounding

e se-bush or the by & kTG alak o
unweaned lamp, Nay as mugl d, the spring violet or the

: 5 1 more susceptibl its organ-
1sm IS more ¢ ; : sceptible as its org
fivitieli b complicated apg delicate and its capability more
divinely beautify] and 1] s capability

fasting.  That v ife, i K
ome of Lot 2 > young life, in constan
p of fmmu,tmn, must tg) 3 :

from the influences that ir e outline, color and direction

ally inclose. —ThUQ ;nuﬂlat Iﬁqmedlatdy surround it and perpetu-
M =y UIIeSS the atmoanheea - ¢ 4 .

healthful, lovipg and | 1© atmosphere of the home bo genial,

rity, imperfect, unhe fenoﬁ@lﬂnt the child must grow to matu-

nperfect, unhe »

There i tfwn ea thfu.l and depraved.

tions with the ohil 1{1 duty incumbent upon the Man in his rela-

cannot be . ‘C - s Whose sacredness and whose importance

evil ontJJojfn-“l"f(-"\-{'m,l»m“d' Grood grows out of faithimlness,

S sy h.qumlm{.lhulnress, which Hternity can alone reveal.
G ousehol¢ . B S

gather ip Q';C—( o, Ll)‘/“’/ Angels, invisible but most real,

born hape, il around the cradle of the new-

er the peculiarities of itg genius and

red counc

They consid

2

s

7

the special capabilitieg qf its nature. _ _Splrlt (;gquardrlar}cs aei]re
appoiuted, whose duty 1t 1S to mmlster' Fo 1ts n(Jace t]’ pg (}T)e ua Z
imparting vigor of life and justness of dir GGUOII} 01 : 18?0 Dm\,‘}r]l-nf’
cerms of wisdom, energy and love ; and thus is tha LilLleI*}\ tllc 1
;Ds written that ¢their angels bfahold the face of the Fa 1(311
wwhich is in Heaven.” But these 1.nﬂuences.are pm‘ol‘y Sp]r'll?lua‘ :
Anecels can only minister_ to the inward m}nd anld lllfe. ‘%Tlr
s haere of action does notinclude the materllal and the sensible.
kh%w you are called upon to co-operate with Al_]gcls,. 31'01.1 gre
called upon to see that the pure, virgin life ls*'f[@dﬂ“rlt]' in uci
ences from the external vtrorld to correspond with J(_)S.e‘nm);lart
sl o ces of the divine life. qu are called upon to see tha

- el be so built up in purity and health, that it shall
the orgzlnlal‘l(l‘ ijlidhwellinw soul, a prison or a lazar-house, but a
not_be e - ty and 0? strength.  You are called upon to see
Shehts o b%—%u} ZO\LV tares among the wheat,—that no fatal vice
that nob{iinj;;g f;s a oonstitutioﬁal habit before as yet the young
ablished ¢

he e_.zt an distinouish his right hand from his leit,-—-—vmq from
SPI? - _YOL; arz called npon to sce that no fatal delusion of
virtue.

- be burned in upon the intellect, before as yet the young
. 1‘ to separate the light from darkness,—the true
e to se g : ;
5 false. You are called upon to see that no temptation
o, 1 L& = it boforc there is Will quickened to overcome as
rouigl ar o > L
be bmh% 'Lvnqeéiouqncss to dizcern the wrong and its consequen-
well v Mf;re czﬂled upon to see that the growing gel‘msvof
- You & ooodness be cherished and rightly (].11'60’&@(1. You
g ain Dn tp watch for each indication of genius, capa-
iy Ca“u{llp?nctjon and to adapt your impartation and govern-
bility M'(l (“'bﬂouliq’r exicency. You are called upon to see
e 11)'317 Wlm i~‘d°1cc; God’s child, {fulfils the divine
hat vour child, 0 is also G _ ‘s Sl i
that 1 ‘o creation, and occupies that sphere of usefulness for
Cnd’ ?l ITI on has ,Q’vccially oroanized and directed its spmtual
i L:nL k“lcwlo“{inw the culture, either of body,
n sin I neglectils 7 /
iz, 110 vt From the bread that nourishes the body, to
« - heart. 11 Ll i o ) ”
mind ot 1 love that feed the soul, must extend your super
g ol £ O'f {'J and unwise fondness®of the mother
T nstinefive and St : “
]j' he 11 love by dress, by indulgence, by pampering
ays her love by dIcs%,

mind be ab

vision

who display: to discase, or by indulging the will till 1tfbecome§
o - etite 10t S€asc, VI Ly - ) = ‘ xirem 5
ol < evil in iis effects as the opposite ex lﬂ‘n e
wilfulness, 13 a8 1lined through brutal force, and affections
nment maintaine e I S T
gqvemx’m,ﬂrﬁ 11}11 ;C\*el‘ify- The wolf who gives h?l 3_(){}:11g
stifled Y WSS faithfol and commendable in her duty than
pure milk is e 1 hor child with stupifying opiates or
the -\w‘m‘ni'\,,,‘Ohr\'urioq Parental love is not instinetive but
assion-creating luxuries.

passion g

c : salture, not alone
83 g ‘hat asks care and cu 5
spiritual. It is the soul that @ ;

the outward form.

A——



8

. chlgrﬁf:fﬁﬁ?f you a right to force the life of the child into
g aVOC;tti()r: S Ifltu.ltlon.s resist : noright to say imperatively
A JEOP}OV_lded 1t be useful, it shall or shall not fol-
farrym o éjtateql insist that your child shall be a. merchant, a
posttions o Sha;unan, because thIS' opens the way to wealth a,nd
spiribual or it lle llot' be the artist, the artizan, the teacher
AT i it ofcl %al, because these avocations involve less of
his children in carrifigfrani of sacrifice. God has need of all
organises them for their o _h_ls vast designs.  Spiritually he
in them an instinot r several spheres of life, and implants
calling, T Wi]o Giilelg taollt;mpulse toward their providential

8 1e sky-lark its wings and its aspi-

ration to ;
.0 80ar 1n the :
.95 ¥ mor
heart” i the mati ning heaven and to ¢ pour out its full

born beside tl
gtreams aud t
%t from zone t
Implanted ip

e arctic i i
Snows;, its longing to float in tropic

0 zone upon its unk tropic flowers, and who guides
o S—— it; nknown way :—the same Grod has
dgsi thrlough the might of stgelt'm%mct with its angel wing,
sire, he seelc N aspiration and i . = 2
: seeks to o 5 ; nd in the dire 3
glotions dest; guide it to it S¥ovidants rection of its
alone parent ny of usefulness ang Joy (Yentml onlling, wud’ 165
arents, but ) - Youar 2

; a are —p.d
home and beep whd} Who ever haye passed t} thte}u. B F0
rate with ange] ere children dyell_y he theeslifold ot
eavenly P S, and to follow the op: you are then to co-ope-
Y Lrovidence, Yoy are tguldmg Intimations of the

0 protect i
I the young child

from
all t g
g llgtt may injure it in hody oo :
arness of your ligh Uy ori1a soul. According to
(®) L&

ou are t ban

yﬂ“ are to educate it i and the measure of your ability
afford ful] scope 1o its o 1 mind, heart and ill ; X t
i ﬁnding o S genus and {0 aid it ; you are to
God Lo 2 in filling thyt 0 2 » as far as in you lies,
e as designed it fop position of usefulness which
S8 may | us His prrnoce o,

¥ be fully won. His purpose and its blessed-

for, that th
These vi
Se views ar
them asg j are, T know
3 OW, no g
hioherc (7-.“1 any degree nov;] t‘.n.o,w to you. T do not offer
g ground,” | 2L, original oy liar <
Tl s 5" ' 1Y are abscli: peculiar. I take
h y are fixed in the ecor absolute, imperative, universal
e intuitions lomy and recti Go are
: ions of eael i . a rectitude of God: ;
tu_lth, they revmlc > Pure and health ful soul : Glod ; the)(f m’e
childsen, o 3 fom. duty i—and we \ ; and being Grod’s
°n, refis J » Wo to u ,
needs for jtg l‘edemlié'e to _hearken and obey W?hsqsl’:? " OLlli
gold ; byt clear-miln(llon]’ 13 not novel theories, not :Lc“ﬁflt“l o’c1 El
) ) o aco c

Wo‘me,n, who shal] e e:: > Pare-hearted, 1'ighé-willed m(»n1L p ed
1a1mpny; who shall Visible manifestations of ane lic li 3 anl
OVe in theiy ooy 1( unfold divine order and gelic life anc
World wigh 5 | oy and faithful lives: and E;JEC e
ugher virtue, ang Al 1d thus, inspiring the

g ening it with more real

n sone: He ;
- who gives to the young swan,’
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beauty, awaken it from its selfishness, its sensuality, its dis-
trust of men, its sceptical doubt of Providence, to a new and
fruitful hope. = And men and women, in large societies ﬂ.t least,
ean never come but from children maturing in the m.ldst. of
celestial and healthful influences, and so prepared for inspira-
tions of the Highest and the Holiest, and thus for earthly re-

1 1 5 “ i DY
alizations of heavenly and harmonic life. “Of such Isy and
f) < . - =
from such must be unfolded, ¢ the l(mgdom.ol Heaven.

| ive their peculiar sacred-

Our duties to our own children derive th G onild
ness from the fact that each child of ours 18 also Grod’s child.
e are brought

And now in further consideration of the subject W oug
wce. Does our responsibility

on to look th tions in the fa

ese questions 1t ' . :
to God for the eulture and care of His Children end \lvlth t}l:e
discharge of the duties we 0We to those of then; ']\11.0111 16%
Private ties he has made our own? If little children, ;
fri  irremediably polluted an
friendless and unprotected, are 111 bl pepelties
destroyed before the dawn of moral consclousln.e?bﬂmqe o
will, is not this erime a disregard to duaty for whieh ThOS

1 " 9
are guilty must render up an account to Gody? ]—Hllthﬁztf;;f
deprived of their natural protectors, or if these Wie \T( y .
their trust, is not the community, 11 its individual members,
and as a collective unitys made chargea

ble with their educa-
: 5 1 unity are
tion and right direction? If thousands 1 @ communit
jons stimul

]S ld
foreed to grow up with pass ; . Cd]t? .n](;ql?}n()hlkl’()gales
with consciences deadened to idiocy,—if T]C}ll . iﬁ:’reﬁd of
are dens of unimaginable guilt Lfmd shameyl“ -]lc)ltq fokrr iy
_fﬂ“?crs or mothers :{hey have thieves a\nd‘,lgllnickfa‘(aﬂv and
Instructors, or if their parents frh(',mse_lvlczl?éi? 11101){111108 A
?OHHVV lost,—if the only ed.uoatlon “ihlcoi)vioﬂﬂ oath o cain or
i perversion,-1f b S onal desecration,—

plcasn re, is through beggary theft, or pers ne St evil to tne
If thus from the cradle they are Sﬂt”.r"ﬁle( | responsible for
fa’rtlwst fibre of their nature,—I1s not ‘Mnu 10&:;}0 c;lﬁse of the
it all? T met BI&HI!OU(FS neg]ect of duty o to an ac(}(ﬂlnt
thld’s destruction?  Will nof. Cod h'O]??mi\nJ if men 8y
for these little ones 0 cruelly Eleifél(’}fert“'vm'e not mine,” \\V'J]?

mself, 8y ¥ Where ar€ they

cach ong answering for hi
not God reiterate that €0
THEY WERE MINE | o
There is, in almost every communitys
duty, and an evasion of res
cration and destruction
undreamed of among all.
Sitions but with realitics.
b9611 made, has, like a canc

lemn inquirys
an ignorance of
nt dese-

onseque
‘hich 18

ty, and 2 ¢

ing Wi
h allusion has
clk its roots

~on deal
whie

4_—
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into our own community, and this city, whose wealth is so
great, whose advantages so numerous, whose prosperity so
unexampled, nourishes within its bosom this deadly wrong.

A spectacle is presented in our midst which might rather
seem the dream of an insane fancy, than the reality of a
Christian age. The recent report of the Chief of Police discloses
the fact that TnrEE THOUSAND CHILDREN, from eight years and
upwards, in the lower wards of our city, gain subsistence
solely by theft, beggary, or unnameable vice. If we add to
this estimate those under eight years who are growing up
under the same influences, brothers and sisters of these, and
if we extend our survey to include the entire city, we shall
arrive at the conclusion that eight thousand children are
involved in this extremity of evil. And thus our infant
population is decimated, not by a conscription, not by a
famine, not by a pestilence, but by a destroying curse that eats
from body to soul and involves the whole nature in its ruin.

It is hard to speak of this in calm language or in cool blood.
Little children, one in ten in the lower wards, sent out to pil-
fer, to importune, to sink into utter depths of personal degra-
dation, spending their days in vice among each other and in
war against mankind, returning at, nightfall to yield up their
wages of fraud and shame to unnatural owners or more unnatu-
ral parents, and then devoting the night to low revelry, sink-
ing soul and hody in one common hell! From t
of crime come the bold and unseru
who furnish votes to the demagog
and weapons to the assassin :

hese nurseries
pulous enemies of society,
ue, torches to the incendiary,
from these come those pale and
miserable unfortunates whose life is a continual destruction of
purity and virfue : from these come those corrupters of the
young, parasites and panderers, who remorselessly destroy the
chl‘]dmn of opulence and station, pl undering them though minis-
tering to vice. Within these abodes of dz{rl;ness, prayer is sel-
dom offered, or reformation attempted. Law is learned but
for its evasion, and Virtue, and Truth, and Chastity, and Reli-
glon are trampled on as fictions of an unnatural society. This
devouring vortex is fed continually by the unfortunate, the
intemperate, the exhausted poor, who, losing all self-respect
with the loss of property, or virtue, or standing, or health, hide
themselves in miserable lens, where their children grow up
deformed and embruted, and from whence they issue to their
evil trades. There orphaned children, whose widowed mothers
have perished in unknown want, sink into the hands of harpies
in human shape, who shelter them till they can go forth to
plunder or he sold for a price. There in noisome abodes lingers

Y

11

‘ino power for noon-
d gathering powe

3 = fine i ret, an o iae and the
the pestilence, slaying 1n secret, ¢ of private vice an

, ? inner cour
day ravages. There is the l'm]mime e
. oo erime. . < picture, t
fastness and citadel of Pu.bhc il the hideous picture; "
1 will not, I dare not fully unv'lu to say, that of the young
: . $ is enough 19 =600 5. oh is doomed
more hideous reality. It 18 O city, one in ten 15 COU
" i 1 Hd'( )LH e Lden‘icl' part of oul Clt“".lojoﬂdntiOII; doowed
‘f‘“ L 110111 mf i it 11-110 vice, mIsery and }L'len111\r and shame.
O a lile ol 1nevitab rortex of 1matby Jess-
.y in the vorte! their helpless
to be. o o powder 1 1 Jpless that v s
Y bbﬁmmld,lf ml Giod has made hbll’lb”‘bod has made 1000
1-1\/57 19510 t“ 1mf ni them,—those whom ;n’i heart and make
ess micht defend t . ench man’s
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APPENDIX.

To How. Canes 8. WoopnuLL, Mavor or TnE Crry or NEw-YoRE.

Sir: I herewith transmit to you the Semi-Annual Reportof the Police Department, com-
mencing with the Ist of May, and ending with the 31st of October, 1849,

In connection with this report I deem it to be my duty to call the attention of your Honor
to a deplorable and growing evil which exists amid this community, and which is spread over
the principal business parts of the city. It is an evil and a reproach to our municipality, for
which the laws and ordinances afford o adequate remedy.

Tallude to the constantly increasing numbers of vagrant, idle and vicious children of both
sexes, who infest our public thoroughfures, hotels, docks, &c. Children who are growing up in
ignorance and profligacy, only destined to alife of misery, shame and crime, and ultimately to
a felon’s doom. Their numbers are almost incredible, and to those whose business and habits
do not permit them a searching scrutiny, the degrading and disgusting practices of these almost
infants in the schools of vice, prostitution and rowdyism, would certainly be beyond belicf, The
offspring of always careless, generally intemperate, and oftentimes immoral and dishonest
parents, they never see the inside of a school-room, and so far as our excellent system of public

ion is concerned, (and which may be truly said to be the foundation stone of onr free
institutions,) it is to them aun efitire nullity. Left, in many instances, to roam day and niche
wherever their inclination leads them, a large proportion of these juvenile vasrants are in Thc
daily practice of pilfering wherever opportunity offers, and begging where they cannot steal,
In addition to which, the female portion of the youngest class, those who have only seensome
eicht or tw S 5, e addicted to immoralities of the most loathsome (l'scri];tion. Each
year makes fearful additions to the ranks of these prospective recraits of infamy and sin, and
from this corrupt and festering fountain flows on a ceascless stream to our lowest brothels—to
the Penitentiary and the State Prison!

Reports have been made to me from the Captains of the 1st,2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, Gth, Tth, 8th, 10th
11th and 13th Patrol Districts—from which it appears that the enormous number of 2 953
children are engaged as above described in these Wards alone. And of these two-thirds are
Semales, between eight and sizteen years of age! 'This estimate T believe to be far short of
the number actually thus engaged. Astounding as it may seem, there are many hundreds of
parents in this City who absolutely drive their offspring forth to practices of theft and semi-
bestinlity, that they themselves may live lazily on the means thus secured,—selline the very
bodies and souls of those in whom their own blood circulates, for the means of dissipation and
debuu These embryo courtezans and felons may be divided into severul classes,
follow ’

ist :
Cunni

s

us

Those who congregate around the piers, &c., where merchandis

and adroit in their operations, they daily pilfer immense quantitie
irits, coffee, teas, &c., from the bales, hhds, casks, bags, chests, &c., with which the wharves
are gencrally, more or , Toaded 5 and in the absence of other articles of plunder, they
wrench the kuobs from doors, steal building hardware from unfinished dwellings h"'r’l '!1)1
copper pipe, and even tin roofing? They will even, with the owner and con\i”mu_'.I'rm]'linvr‘l ‘
cut open a coffee bag in a manuver so sly and artistical, that he is forced to hwlvu:\'(‘ the Ir\(r I— U.I\l,
by accident, and in a few moments some 15 or 20 1hs, ure transferred from the )I'u}l'i ,lll: ,;‘l”[ut
pier to their capacious baskets or aprons, It is uo uncommoy thine for a |)()‘r\1](\“ | ll! 5 Ty [ b
be short from 50 to 100 1bs. through their undetected ll(’}ll'l‘[hlli"l)l!c '\(ud 1|_,‘,l~4.“ ;” \11'_.1: lo’
petty abstraction prevails in regard to all exposed articles of a :,m)“‘“]).]:‘ ‘“,m“.p‘ ;.um, o m‘m of
an entire bale of cotton was stolen piccemeal, by this process, and lh(; 1 petrs ¥ ?}“ '“ITLHICQ
caucht when they returned for the purpose of filching the has 11:(‘11" R RATEORE

To guard all the property exposed along our doc Il vequ
pier in the lower Wards—a disposition of the force
will in no wise warrunt, and which indeed would
circunistance

The number of children engaged in this nefy
and seventy in the districts enumerated.

Arrests are, indecd, quently made, but it ismy duty to infor
as I can learn from the Captains of the river distr
to cscape. Parents appear in L[lrll' hvhnh’ with tears and promises of a more careful super
vision in future, and the petite pilferer is released from durance, with u simple rn)n'illn-nullr 1!]~m~
the sitting magistrates, to return in one hour to the docks a more confirmed, thievine yaog 1 Img
than ever ! . 5 Vigabou

This course or procedure has become so universal that policemen are discour
the owners of the property will seldom take the trouble to appear upon !Ixe‘\v
seems to be proper that some further rcmc‘d_\j should be sought.

In the investigation of this unpleasant subject I would beg to direct your Honor’s attention
to the numerous junk shops, and places where second-hand articles are bought and :r];lr now
existing in this cit It is notorious to those who, as ministers of the law. are ol a5
a record of these establishments, that more than a moicty of t
desiznated ¢ rec sptacles for stolen goods.,”  They offer a reward for theft, and an encourage-
ment to crime, by the facilities they afford to thieves. both old and youug, for the disposal of
llvlmr stolen wares. There are about two hundréd and fifty junk and suﬁhubhnnd dealers in
I‘:PW-\ ork, and of this number, only 129 are licensed in accordance with the ordinances of the
Corporation !—under the present luw it is necessary to report those not licensed to the Corpo-
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