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In response to the cordial welcome we have received I am
very sure I voice the consensus of the Congress when I say that
we appreciate very highly the generous hospitalities extended to
us, and that we anticipate large enjoyment during the days of
our sojourn in your midst.

For the first time since the organization of the WNational
Prison Association we find ourselves in the far southwest. Only
twice before have we been south of the Ohio river, once in At-
lanta and once in Nashville, and therefore to be in Texas is an
experience which, in itself is very interesting.

To the most of us Texas is a great ways from home, but yet
we are glad to remember that wherever the flag of the Union
floats, with its galaxy of stars, that all who give allegience to it
are brethern and we realize that we are not aliens in Texas, but
children of one household.

Personally T have been interested in Texas from the days
of long ago when Sam Houston, and Governor Houston, and
General Houston, and President Houston, and Senator Houston,

was the hero of my youth.

During the intervening years I have been in every state of
the Union except Texas and South Dakota, and therefore it is a
memorable event in my history to find myself in Texas, which is
no longer a lone star, but the biggest star in the galaxy of the
American Union.
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After the death of Dr. Wines the Association remained in
a condition of inactivity until 1883, when a number of its mem-
bers were convened at Saratoga, as a section of the Social
Science Association, when it was revived and re-organized, by
the election of Rutherford B. Hayes, as President and Wm. M.
F. Rownd, as Secretary.

In the year 1884 the regular Annual Conference of the Asso-
ciation was held in Saratoga, in the month of September, but
under its supervision two additional Conferences of Wardens of
Prisons, and Superintendents of Reformatories were held, the
first in February, in New York City, and the second in Decem-
ber in Chicago. :

All of these Conferences were well attended, and under
their inspiration a new era of interest in the prison question was
inaugurated, and since then the annual meetings of the National
Prison Association have been continuous, and its influence has

steadily increased.
Prison Sundaly.

As an auxiliary of these Conferences there was inaugurated
in 1884, at the February meeting in New York, what has since
been known as Prison Sunday.

Prison Reform is the child of Christianity, and the Congress
has always felt that it ought to have the active support and co-
operation of christian churches, and therefore it made an appeal
to the churches of
for the consideration of prison topics.
number of clergymen, the

all denominations to set apart otfe Sunday
each year,

Aftcr conference with a large
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Whilst the primary purpose of the Association has been to
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During the first ten years, under the administration of Pres-

ident Hayes, I was Vice-president, and since his death in 1893
I have been President, so that I ought to be fairly well acquaint-
ed with the accomplishments of the Association, and its hopes,

although I have serious doubts as to my ability to present them

as they should be.
Accomplishments.

In the brief time allotted me, of course, I can indicate only
a few of the attainments made since the organization of the Asso-
ciation in 1870, but that real progress has been made in dealing
with the criminal classes, is very evident even from a cursory
examination.

Public Appreciation.

First and foremost, however, the Association has fully es-
tablished itself as a recognized authority in Prison matters, and
has created a public sentiment that realizes the importance of
the prison question.

With people,whose opinions are worthy of consideration,the
members of the Prison Association are no longer cranks or sen-

timentalists, but are earnest practical men, who are dealing with

questions of vital importance to every citizen.
In short Penology has been elevated to the position-of a
siders, not only the care of men inside of prison

science which con are. i
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Protection of Society.
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jon inside of prison walls, with (.:ompulsory labor suflicient to
pay the current expenses of the prison. " FOR T

Surely any one who, by rcpcute'd C(\ll.\'ICU()IlS of u’unc, pro
claims himself an enemy of society, is entitled to be adjudged an
incorrigible, with imprisonment for life.

Prison Gonstfuction.

Under the new era prison construction has been vastly im-
proved, and penitentiaries (I do not say jails) are now very rare,
in which the sanitary conditions are largely objectionable. - Even
our county jails and village lock-ups, bad as they are, are vastly
better than they were, before their conditions were considered
and made known by the discussions of the Prison Association.

Prison Officets.

One of the most noticeable improvements, clearly traceable
to the influence of the National Prison Association, is the
superior qualification of prison officers. Prison management has
been elevated to the dignity of a profession, and it is now clearly
evident that, in order to meet its highest requirements, prison
officers must have a training and experience equal to those of
any other profession. In fact it is now recognized that there is
no profession in which men of character, and conscience, and
high intelligence are more essential than in the management of
our convict prisons.

That our ideals in this direction have been fully attained is
not claimed, but that progress in this direction has been steady
and continuous, I am sure every one will testify who has been
familiar with American prisons, or who has been a regular
attendant at the annual meetings of the National Prison Associa-
tion. :

Motal and Educational Influences.

Another noticeable attainment is in the moral and educa-
tional influences brought to bear upon prisoners, and prison
schools, and prison libraries, and other moral appliances, are
essential requirements in all well ordered prisons, and indispens-

ible aids to prison discipline.

The Indeterminate Sentence.

Through the discussions of the Prison Association, very
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Post~Penitentiary Treatment.

Another. attainment which is quite limited as yet, but which
has the unanimous approval of the National Prison Association,
and is making progress, is the care of prisoners after discharge.

In the reformation of prisoners, and their restorationbto
honest citizenship, the most difficult point is their discharge from
prison. Unless aided there with a helping hand, the chances
are against them, and therefore every prison should be supple-
a Prisoners Aid Society. This is the rule in Eng-

mented with
tries, and they are con-

land, and in various continental coun
sidered an indispensible help in the saving of prisoners.

Hopes for the Futute.
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is passing away and science has become the bulwark of religion
instead of its assailant.

All the great religions of the world are now recognized as
essential parts of the Divine Order in the evolution of man, and
that christianity as the highest of all has culminated in a world
religion adapted to the universal needs of society.

Therefore it is to this religious sense, which science now
recognizes and ignorance alone ignores, we must utilize as the
most potent factor in the regeneration of men.

If this be true then it follows as the night the day that every
prison officer, every teacher in our schools, and especially every
editor of a newspaper, ought to be profoundly religious, for it is
only by the education of our people in the eternal verities of God
and the future, that society at its best can be devoloped and
and saved, and the Divine right of all men to ‘‘life, libe}ty and
the pursuit of happiness’’ can be fully secured.

Away then with the clamor for secular schools, which is a
device of the Devil, or of his equivalent, for Godless schools.

I am not asking that creeds should be taught in our public
schools, but that ethics should be taught, which is the science of
morals, or of conduct as right or wrong, which all creeds recog-
nize.

Does any sane man object to the teaching of the Ten Com-
mandments or the Sermon on the Mount? If there are such I
have never heard of them.

Let us have a text book that all creeds approve from Zor-
oaster to Christ, and from Christ to Herbert Spencer, for they
all teach the responsibility of men to an Infinite Creator, and the
possibility, through right living here, of alife eternal, and then
with a text book thus approved, let it have the first place in
every school curriculum, from the kindergarten to the highest
university.

Do I exaggerate the possibilities of such a policy? Nay,
verily it is the only light that can dispel the darkness that lies
along the horizon of the future.

I do not expect to live to see the general adoption of such a
policy, for man’s limit of three score years and ten is not far off,
and I am near enough to the infinite sea to hear the ripples on
the shore, but as sure as God lives, if it is not adopted the time
must come, and the cycle of National Life is not far off, when
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the antiquarians of some nobler race will philosophise among the
crumbling ruins of our modern civilization. *

God’s Elect.

T trust no one will class me as a pessimist, for I am surely
the opposite, in the broader field of the world as a whole. As I
have said elsewhere, when we remember how slow the processes
of evolution are, and how many Eons of .time it has taken to
bring the earth to its present development, let us be hopeful and
not doubtful for we know that God lives and that the trend of
humanity is upward and not downward.

We may fail here, through want of cooperation with the
forces of the Infinite, and lose our own reward, but God’s elect
t perish from the earth, and man’s redemption shall surely
come. As the Great Globe swings in its mighty orbit around
the sun, and lifts its polar ice crowns into the dissolving summer,
e faith to believe that in the grander cycles of human
winter of humanity is evolving into the

shall_no

so let us hav
destiny, the long and icy
golden summer of the Son of Man.

1 I have read a recent article by Professor Richard T. Ely, in
er come into existence without the help of religion ; no Society
1t, vital force ; no Society has ever survived

#Since the foregoing was writter
which he says : *‘No Society has ev
has ever thrived in which teligion has not been a grea
a general decay of religion.”

The truth of this statement
death to the body, so the decay

Again, in the ««Cosmopolitan ;
¢ «The New IEducation
confined to a single miserable term, which is only better than

all history corroborates. As the decay of a vital organ medns
of religion means death to society.

» for September, President Andrews of Brown University, writ-
: al Ideals” says: “There st

ing under the head o al 1 y hould be a continuous
training in ethical matters, not

g through the entire course.”’

rvard University is reported in the Outlook for November 6th as
ccessfully carried on without education in morals,

nothing, but runnin

Again, President Eliot of Ha

saying that “No educational system Car
rals is poss!

an be su
and that no education in mo: ble without a religious life.””
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