Liberalism is the view that human beings are and ought to be free and that the

proper business of government is to protect and promote their freedom.

Democratic liberalism is the view that human beings are and ought to be equally
free and that the proper business of government is to protect and promote their equal

freedom.
The "new birth of freedom" of which Lincoln speaks in his Gettysburg Address,

then, is a "new birth" because it is the birth of a more equal freedom—of a freedom

extended to human beings theretofore without it.
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