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1. ACGording to the ant.hropologist Clifford Geertz, the· .flJ.ndmnental 

r:<:ner;:11izCltion to be made about ~lunD.n existence is that a hl.unan beine is. "a 

sY::lholizi.ng, conceptualizing, meaning-sceking animal," for 'whom lithe dr1vo 

t,) make sense out of expcri, 'nce, t.o p::Lvc it form :md ordAr, is nvidently os 

reel1 ::nld as p:eeE;E,:Lng es the more familiar biological needs. 1I I3ut to seek 

mnad.l1p; is to presuppo;3e that sarno meaning is to be found, just as the drive 

to mnkc Gense out of experience cv:Ldently aSstlllles that sense can in fact 

be nwde out of it. Recognizing this, I allow mys(~lf the gennralization about 

hUITlciD e-;(is t"nce t.h.at to bo lnuucm is both to live by fai th---n.?Jnely, the basic 

f[lith th2t life does somehow make sense <m.d that it has 2 meaning that can 

in some way be found--;:md to seek understanding--nClmely, that understanding 

of which religion Dnd sGiE:mce are both in their res:oectively different ways 

particular forms. 

? 0 The b8sic .faith that J.if(~ h8s some kind of '1lCanine 2.nd th.:'t sense 

c~m be lw,de uut of 8X}X'1':lf'nce has historically found its primary explicit 

exprn::..>Gions i.nwhat He arc accustomed to call religion, or the rf~ligiom 0 

nd thi.'3 is true even th ough, be:_ng as fundamental a.s this basic faith is, 

Lt is ,:ond i;"'.USt be expressed flt least implicitly in all the other so-called 

::;ecLllar .i'orll1.fi of c'ulture as ·well. 3ut imlOfar as vie vicr'l<l religion not only 

function~3,lly, as the primary explicit form of basic .faith in the meaning 

of life, but 21~w substant.Lvely, as consisting in certain rnet<lphysict~l and 

mor',1 beliefs that contrast with c€rtain other such fund::'lmental beliefs, 

Ne nDy incline to think of' relig:Lon as "!::Jut one particular species of a 

genus tlwt Y/e call "ideology.1I .so, for example, it may seem les~; paradoyical 

to U~l to spfc:,L of )arAdsrn or Cor.1Ji1un:Lsm, humanism or, for th3t mattf.~r, 

'~nf:; te:::'n-style capitalist humanism as an ideology ills.!", to s.r;ot:ak of' it as 
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l'eJi un-·-Ilrel-L~-:rionl: in our c ultl..:.rDl trRdition l-.)('~_11[~: peculiarly as ~30ci8ted 

;c;ti nnjty is i'or Chri::::ti:i_ nTh.~, JW.,lni::,m is for Jews, Islam is for ~Jo'31ems, 

l.(c]"L if to be hWllnn is perforce to liv'~ hy faith,\"I:Lth orw;_thou-r. 
(>::~i<l:Lc:Uj unrler::;t:indinc of 

011 o::c c)~,TCrl ~LdcuJ_ur:~:_.r, one: (..!a}11:'0't lJf] 1l"UJ:l~:"11 £:t L:~ '.J, G~{C(~pi:J l:)~r 3(.;rnE)~lOVl lJTI­

(JIleS [:Ld 0:'1(' 'f.> YiC11'1d (:,.3 they- 3re disclosed throur-h one Ie 

:" 'n0(:~3 :lnd l_Q'l1'r._LnC h01! tiO to predi r:t on(i ccntI':l the nvents of one's 

(')C;'lcr::'.'LtCe ~3 to :Livc. to live well, cnd, so far as possible, to live 

'~'l' j'l'O' 'or ,.., c· 1.-1"'1'1."'0" ')'-"; 'Ylf,"'~uthcr ,,';OJ'ds, I 1..l..J .....~'-) i •• , .l ! -_J. <:)~-, are ~J(':-Lngs who unch:'r ­"J ,-,I..<. ..... ­

~~tand. both in the sense 5_n "'Tlrich tmdc::.:'::;-," Pt'" :'" is involved in our b,olsic 

J>d,tJ'! in the nc .a:~inr; of life Dnd experiencE'; and i.n the sense in which 

:;wt onl,rby<Jdapt:irlf: U,eTJ.s"elves to t.he:LY' enVirOnElents but nlso by so 3ltr"r-

Jlcra to control the (>:JlIC88 of OV, ;ni;s of v'ih:LGb O~le is 2 nc:,rt, c'Tid .;'or this 

(>vents in 

!It,r:GhnoJ_ocyl! ,:1C<0.'13 t:.'lJ.c a'Tllj_cati,on of [)uch 
p:n:.::t.1.ct.:j.Oll c.llH.1 

"l"t,l,",,-,..1 __ ,,c')ni-rn]v',,, __ •.J \.~ .. 

most basically a mode of 



l'inlc'r~r'-,' nding-, UI'., '110/'8 ex;?ctly~ of inquir:·,r---;3 nay of ask:Lnr: a certain kind 
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