Somewhere, if only I could find it (or, for that matter, even knew
where to look!), Luther says something to the effect that God shows God's
love for us not only by being the eternal promise of the forgiveness of sins,
but also by adding to this promise the concrete sacrament of Jesus Christ.

But, then, one could say that Jesus Christ as sacrament or sacramental
sign=sacramentum is related to the eternal promise of the forgiveness of
sins=the primordial and everlasting love of God as res sacramenti. The one
"thing"” of which all sacraments are signs is precisely God's primordial and
everlasting love, this being understood as the Christian way of talking about
the meaning of (strictly) ultimate reality for us. Therefore, Jesus Christ, being
the decisive re-presentation of this love, is the explicit primal ontic source
authorizing this Christian way of talking and, as such, the primal Christian
sacrament.

The following is one passage in which Luther says something more or less

like what [ seem to remember:

"Gott hat immer einen Glauben an Christus von Anbeginn der Welt bis
auf Ende behalten, aber er hat nicht immer dasselbe Zeichen dafiir gegeben.
Sollten alle Zeichen bleiben, die auf den Glauben gehen, wer kénnt sie behalten?
Da nu aber der Glaube inwendig und unsichtbar ist, so hat Gott mit vielen
duflerlichen Zeichen dem Menschen ein Bild davon vorgehalten, dafs er dadurch
zum Glauben gereizt wiirde wie durch viele Exempel, und er hat jegliches
Zeichen seine Zeit lang gehenlassen” (WA, 10 I:1 504-519 [1522]).
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